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School districts have ‘super’ plan in place

Nashua-Plainfield, Rockford narrow list to three finalists, hope to name new joint superintendent next month

By BoB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

If the plan stays on track, Nashua-
Plainfield Community Schools will
know whom its next superintendent
will be sometime early next month.

Retiring Superintendent Keith
Turner said on Monday the two dis-
tricts he serve — Nashua-Plainfield
and Rockford — would cull the 16

applicants to three finals and the plan
is to have them go through on-site
interviews during the first full week
of April.

“We're on track to know whose
going to lead Rockford and Nashua-
Plainfield relatively soon,” Turner said,
“and I think so far the process has
gone really well. The search firm we're
working from has done an excellent
job. ... One of the reasons I announced

my retirement as early as I did is that I
wanted both our boards to have plenty
of time to find the next superinten-
dent.”

Turner announced is intention to
retire in January, and both Rockford
and Nashua-Plainfield decided it was
in their best interests to continue shar-
ing a superintendent.

The districts received 16 qualified
candidates. Seven candidates have a

specialist degree while another five
had a “terminal degree,” i.e, a doctor-
ate degree.

Eight of the candidates, according
to a press release sent out last week,
had four or more years of district lead-
ership experience.

Ten were from Iowa; six were from
out of the state.

Both  Nashua-Plainfield and
Rockford officials says they will share

the names of the finalists “soon after
the screening interviews” that took
place during the joint board meeting
Tuesday night after this edition of the
Reporter went to press.

According to the press release, the
desired qualifications for a new super-
intendent, based on feedback from a
stakeholder survey, include:

See ScHoot, 5

little corner of the world in particular.

Photo courtesy of Jennlfer Kanallnoﬁ/Nashua Plalnfleld Communlty Schools

CELEBRATING ALL AG DOES FOR lowa!

During National Ag Week — on National Ag Day, which was celebrated on Tuesday, no less — Nashua-Plainfield High School
students (from left) Cooper Fisher, Josiah Scobee and Max Pahnisch take a break from their tractor restoration project to pose
for a picture in the shop at the high school.

This week, the Reporter is devoting four pages to mark National Agriculture Week, and we’ll also have the story of this
Nashua-Plainfield trio in an upcoming edition of the paper. In our section, we have several stories, present a number of facts
and figures and a group of great advertising sponsors as we focus on the importance of agriculture to lowa in general and our

More than 24 million Americans are employed in the agriculture industry, and in lowa, it is the lifeblood of our state’s econo-
my. More than 400,000 jobs are connected to agriculture, which contributes more than $40 billion to the state’s economy, and
almost $23 billion in household income in the state is connected to agriculture.
See NATIONAL AGRICULTURE WEEK, Pages 6-9

Charles City movie theater to reopen next week

Theater will be show films on weekend evenings, asks movie-goers to responsibly distance themselves

By James GroB
Jjgrob@charlescitypress.com

Starting April 2, movies are back at the Charles
Theatre in Charles City.

“We decided that we are going to give it
a try,” said Charles Theatre Manager Karen
Youngerman. “A lot of people are getting vacci-
nated, the governor has eased up on the restric-
tions and there are some decent movies coming
out.”

Movies will be shown on Friday, Saturday and

Sunday at 7 p.m. for now, and the theater will
reopen with the movie “News of the World” on
the evenings of April 2-4.

“We're cutting back our nights to Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, where before we were
seven nights a week,” said Youngerman.

Youngerman said a lot of area small town the-
aters are reopening in the coming weeks, and it is
a step toward getting back to normal.

The Charles is opening up all its seats and ask-
ing people to behave safely and responsibly and
distance themselves from each other.

Capacity at the theater is 316, and Youngerman
said that at best, the theater would get half that
many people, so movie-goers should be able to
respect each other and keep a safe distance from
each other.

She said that everything will still be well-sani-
tized, there will still be plexiglass up at the snack
counter and people will still be asked to wear
masks.

“Once they sit down, they can take them

SteE CHARLES, 4

Contentious
supervisors
OK budget

Chickasaw County board votes
3-2 to approve 2021-22 tax levy

By BoB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

Twenty-eight days elapsed between budget
hearings held by the Chickasaw County Board of
Supervisors, but not much else changed Monday.

The levy rate stayed the same, the total expen-
ditures stayed the same and unanimity couldn’t
be found, but thanks to a 3-2 vote, the county
now officially has its 2021-22 budget and tax levy
in place.

Like they did in late Feburary when they set
the “maximum levy,” the supervisors split on
the budget and levy, with Rick Holthaus, Jason
Byrne and Matt Kuhn voting for the budget while
Jacob Hackman and Tim Zoll opposed it.

“I thought it was a very good budget process,”
said Holthaus, the board’s chairman who also
defended bringing in former Chickasaw County
Auditor Joan Knoll in February to go over the
numbers. “I will not apologize for bringing Joan
Knoll in. ... I'm never too proud to ask for help —
be it here in the boardroom or farming — and I
wanted to make sure I understood the numbers.
It was for me and it has nothing to do with [cur-
rent Auditor] Stephanie [Mashek].”

But Hackman, who led the charge against the
2021-22 budget and levy said he felt supervi-
sors could lower the rural levy of $3.23884 per
$1,000 valuation and claimed that the Rural
Services Basic fund will have around a 44 per-
cent reserve, far above the minimum 25 percent
reserve state officials recommend for counties.

“We just ballooned the ending [RSB] fund bal-
ance to $395,000ish,” Hackman said. “All were
doing is just taking the money from the taxpayer
and throwing it in the ending fund balance.”

That led to relatively heated arguments
between Holthaus and Hackman, who had
served as the board chairman for three years
before being unseated by Hotlhaus earlier this
year.

Holthuas conceded that the rural levy had
been at around $3 per $1,000 valuation for what
he called “decades,” and that it was increased
two years ago to provide funding for the ambu-
lance contract that the county signed with the
Chickasaw Ambulance Service.

The current chair also said that the “tax-ask-
ing” increase of $154,000 — a number Hackman
said should be $196,000 because of the decrease
in levies for mental health and debt service —
was not a “big issue in the realm of a $16 million
budget.”

Holthaus went on to say that if the ending fund
balance remained high next year, “we should take
a real hard look at it and do what we’ve done in
the past and buy that down.” He added that the

SEE SuPERVISORS, 4

State opens vaccines to all; Public Health to begin compiling latest ‘list next week

By BoB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

Let’s face it, there have been a lot of
lists when it comes to the COVID-19
vaccination process that began late in
2020.

There was the medical professional
list. There was the nursing home res-
idents list. There was the fire, police

Pl
celebratlng

and emergency responders list. There
was the 65 and older list. There was
the under 65 with underlying condi-
tions list.

And beginning next Monday, March
29, there will be the “anybody list.”

Gov. Kim Reynolds announced last
week that she was opening up vac-
cines to the entire general public, and
Chickasaw County Public Health and

v N 4
FULL COLOR
'POSTCARD
INVITATIONS

as low as

30¢

each + setup

the grady,

Homecare Services will begin compil-
ing the names of the newest list, begin-
ning next Monday, by calling 641-229-
8013, but Public Health Administrator
Lisa Welter emphasized that number
won'’t be live until March 29.

Welter also said it was critical for
residents to understand that Public

See GOVID, 4

Chickasaw County once again
COVID-19 reported last week.

of Friday, the county had six active

It’s another ‘light’ COVID week in county

According to Public Health and Homecare Services Administrator Lisa
Welter, just six residents tested positive during the week. Welter said as

Since the pandemic arrived in lowa a year ago, 1,203 residents have
tested positive for the Coronavirus.

had relatively few positive tests of

cases of COVID-19.

GRADUATION
HEDOUARTERS

RAPID PRINTERS

641.394.4410 | rapidprintersnh@gmail.com

"W

O

/ e
e 7/ e

tion
duation celebra

oin us for a gra
Please J ;4300
i 8300

s day G eeeeee BBT“
Un! T
Ne wH mp‘- “ Tows
July 26
manddxgnty
ugpe 35 clothed with streng! of the future

-y
fea
and she laughs without e 71

VTR



Page A2 Nashua Reporter 25 March 2021

Photo courtesy of Mindy Foelske
Members of the Nashua-Plainfield High School National Honor Society — (from left) Abbie Hyde, Autumn Nelson, Alannah Richards, Chloe Matthews, Keegan Ulrichs, Haley
Rinken, Lucas Pierce, Garret Rinken, Kara Levi, Jackson Zwanziger, Maddy Rodruck, Breanna Hackman, Joel Winters, Jennah Carpenter, Aiden Lamborn, Mackenzie Foelske,
Landon Pratt, Kendall Bailey-Pint and Mason Mitchell — pose for a picture after the chapter held an induction ceremony on Monday evening.

Briefs

Nashua Women of Today to hold
Easter egg hunt April 3

There will be an Easter egg hunt in Nashua this year, but
it’s going to look a little different than in past years.

The Nashua Women of Today will host the event from
10:30 a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 3, but the organiza-
tion will hold several “hunts” so that it can limit the number
of people inside the Husky Wellness Center.

Each group will go through the front door, take part in its
hunt and then exit through another door.

Medicare Open Advantage open
enrollment ends March 31

lowans currently enrolled in a Medicare Advantage plan
have options to switch through the Medicare Advantage
Open Enrolliment period that continues through March 31.

lowans switching Medicare Advantage Plans or switch-
ing to Original Medicare with or without a Medicare drug
plan, will have new coverage start the first day of the month
after your new plan gets your request for coverage.

The Medicare Advantage Open Enroliment Period isn’t
for people who are enrolled in Original Medicare or are en-
rolled in a Medicare Cost plan.

lowa Health Care offers scholarships

tO StUdents, VEteranS, emplovees New members of the National Honor Society (above) hold candles during the induction ceremony while Lucas Pierce
The lowa Health Care Association (IHCA) Foundation (below) presents the “scholarship pillar” during the program that included Nashua-Plainfield instructional coach
is offering 75 scholarships, totaling $167,500 to help indi- | Kristi Hannemann presenting the keynote message.

viduals interested in pursuing or advancing their career in
long-term care.

This is up from 33 scholarships offered last year. Schol-
arship opportunities are available for current long-term
care employees, veterans and high school students.

Eligibility requirements, application guidelines and mate-
rials are available online at iowahealthcare.org/foundation.
Completed applications are due by May 31.

Property tax credit claim available || 3 S ; J _ ~
; ) . ! : S 7 HUA-
at county’s Treasurer’s Office _— =) | ) PLAINFIELD

lowa residents are eligible to file a claim for property tax
credit if their total 2020 household income is less than $24,206
and either you were 65 years of age or older as of Dec. 31, or e
totally disabled and 18-65 years of age by Dec. 31.

Contact the Chickasaw County Treasurer’s office at 641-
394-2107 for a form. The deadline is June 1.

Food, shelter grant applications

due by the end of the month
Chickasaw County has been awarded $10,833 in federal
funds to expand the capacity of food and shelter programs
. in the county.

Under the terms of the grant, local agencies chosen to

receive funds must: be private voluntary nonprofits or units
FULL-TIME CUSTOM APPLICATOR at our CHARLES CITY LOCATION of government, be eligipble to receive ¥eder§, funds, have
Description: To apply crop protection products and fertilizers, deliver agronomy products, assist in grain an accounting system, practice non-discrimination; have

department and provide related customer services in a safe and effective manner. demonstrated the capability to deliver emergency food

, . . , and/or shelter programs and have a voluntary board if they
Fulfills commitments to other team members. Puts team success ahead of individual success. Doesn't are a private voluntary organization.

hog the credit for others’ work. Works comfortably with all team members. Takes charge when it is Public or private voluntary agencies interested in apply-
necessary to facilitate an action or decision. Volunteers to help others with projects or assignments. ing for EFSP funds should contact Sheri Alldredge at the
Gives and welcomes feedback. Expresses disagreement constructively. Listens to and responds

: A o lowa Northland Regional Council of Governmentsby calling
constructively to all team members. Balances team and individual responsibilities.

319-235-0311 for an application, which must be received
by next Wednesday, March 31.

SEASONAL TENDER TRUCK DRIVER at our CHARLES CITY LOCATION

This is for a tender truck driver during the spring planting season.
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The Wonld & Langedt Vintage Thacton Auction
1,000 LOTS OF TRACTORS, VINTAGE TRUCKS, SIGNS & FARM RELICS

i MISSISSIPPI VALLEY FAIRGROUNDS
H o 2815 W. LOCUST STREET - DAVENPORT, 1A
o

(f‘r“%.‘ ‘ ADMISSION: $15 per person, per dav.

Text the word JOBS to 515-808-5128 to get started!

™ Pick up an application at the location or print from website,
FAHMEHS farmersnewag.com/careers and drop off or send to the attention of Isaac Luzum at:
Farmers New Ag 2521 7 Mile Road(Hwy 14), Charles City, IA 50616

Employment is contingent on a pre-employment post offer drug screen and physical. Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Celebrating Palm Sunday

On Palm Sunday, which in
2021 falls this coming week-
end, Christian worshipers cel-
ebrate the triumphal entry of
Jesus Christ into Jerusalem, an
event that took place the week
before the Lord's death and
resurrection.

Palm Sunday is a moveable
feast, meaning the date chang-
es every year based on the
liturgical calendar.

For many Christian church-
es, Palm Sunday, often referred
to as Passion Sunday, marks
the beginning of Holy Week,
which concludes on Easter
Sunday.

The biblical account of Palm
Sunday can be found in all
four Gospels: Matthew 21:1-11;
Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-44;
and John 12:12-19.

To find out the date of Palm
Sunday this year, as well as
the date of Easter Sunday and
other related holidays, visit the
Easter calendar.

Palm Sunday History
The date of the first obser-
vance of Palm Sunday is uncer-
tain. A detailed description of a
palm processional celebration

was recorded as early as the
4th century in Jerusalem. The
ceremony was not introduced
into the West until much later
in the 9th century.

Palm Sunday and the
Triumphal Entry in the
Bible

Jesus traveled to Jerusalem
knowing that this journey
would end in his sacrificial
death on the cross for the
sins of all mankind. Before he
entered the city, he sent two
disciples ahead to the village
of Bethphage to look for an
unbroken colt:

As he approached Bethphage
and Bethany at the hill called
the Mount of Olives, he sent
two of his disciples, saying to
them, "Go to the village ahead
of you, and as you enter it, you
will find a colt tied there, which
no one has ever ridden. Untie
it and bring it here. If anyone
asks you, "'Why are you untying
it?' say, "The Lord needs it."
(Luke 19:29-31, NIV)

The men brought the colt to
Jesus and placed their cloaks
on its back. As Jesus sat on
the young donkey he slowly
made his humble entrance into
Jerusalem.

The people greeted Jesus
enthusiastically, waving palm
branches and covering his path
with palm branches:

The crowds that went ahead
of him and those that followed
shouted, "Hosanna to the Son
of David! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heav-
en!" (Matthew 21:9, NIV)

The shouts of "Hosanna"
meant "save now," and the
palm branches symbol-
ized goodness and victory.
Interestingly, at the end of the
Bible, people will wave palm
branches once again to praise
and honor Jesus Christ:

After this I looked, and
there before me was a great
multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe,
people and language, standing
before the throne and before
the Lamb. They were wearing
white robes and were holding
palm branches in their hands.
(Revelation 7:9, NIV)

On this inaugural Palm
Sunday, the celebration quickly
spread throughout the whole
city. People even threw down
their cloaks on the path where
Jesus rode as an act of homage
and submission.

The crowds praised Jesus
enthusiastically because they
believed he would overthrow
Rome. They recognized him
as the promised Messiah from
Zechariah 9:9:

Rejoice greatly, Daughter
Zion! Shout, Daughter
Jerusalem! See, your king
comes to you, righteous and
victorious, lowly and riding on
a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey. (NIV)

Although the people did not
fully understand Christ's mis-
sion yet, their worship honored
God:

"Do you hear what these
children are saying?" they
asked him. "Yes," replied Jesus,
"have you never read, " 'From
the lips of children and infants
you, Lord, have called forth
your praise'?" (Matthew 21:16,
NIV)

Immediately following this
great time of celebration in the
ministry of Jesus Christ, he
began his journey to the cross.

How Is Palm Sunday
Celebrated Today?

Palm Sunday, or Passion
Sunday as it is referred to in

March 26, 27 & 28

Friday & Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

Factory Built Home Show
13 New Homes Available for Immediate
Delivery

* O Pre-Ordered Spots Open for 2021 Delivery
¢ State Code Modulars
* Pre-owned Singles & Sectionals.

¢ federal HUD Code Sectionals & Singles .
e Factory Back Logs Will Soon Be Out Next Year§
on Ordered Homes.

Horkheimer Homes

Call: 1-800-632-5985

315 S. Main St. - Hazleton * www.horkheimerhomes.com

Dr. Colin DeFord &
Tara Hensley, PA-C

Call to schedule your appointment today!

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

some Christian churches, is
the sixth Sunday of Lent and
the final Sunday before Easter.
Worshipers commemorate
Jesus Christ's triumphal entry
into Jerusalem.

On this day, Christians also
remember Christ's sacrificial
death on the cross, praise God
for the gift of salvation, and
look expectantly to the Lord's
second coming.

Many churches, including
Lutheran, Roman Catholic,
Methodist, Anglican, Eastern
Orthodox, Moravian and
Reformed traditions, distribute
palm branches to the congre-
gation on Palm Sunday for the
customary observances. These
observances include a reading
of the account of Christ's entry
into Jerusalem, the carrying
and waving of palm branches
in processional, the blessing of
palms, the singing of tradition-
al hymns, and the making of
small crosses with palm fronds.

In some traditions, worship-
pers take home and display
their palm branches near a
cross or crucifix, or press them
into their Bible until the next
year's season of Lent. Some
churches will place collection
baskets to gather the old palm
leaves to be burned on Shrove
Tuesday of the following year
and used in the next day's Ash
Wednesday services.

Palm Sunday also marks the
beginning of Holy Week, a sol-
emn week focusing on the final
days of Jesus' life. Holy Week
culminates on Easter Sunday.

— SOURCE:
learnreligions.com

Donald Dean LaRue, 83

Donald Dean LaRue, age
83 of Nashua, died Thursday,
March 18, 2021, at UnityPoint
Health-Allen Hospital in
Waterloo.

A private funeral service
will take place at a later date.
Hugeback-Johnson Funeral
Home and Crematory/Olson
Chapel 1is entrusted with
arrangements.

Online condolences for Don’s
family may be left at hugeback-
funeralhome.com

A celebration of life will be
held in Don’s honor at Iowa
Base on Oct. 9, 2021, 1616
270th St. Nashua, IA 50658.
More details and times for this
event are to come.

Donald Dean LaRue was
born on June 17, 1937, in the
small north-central Iowa town
of Woden to Norman and Dena
(Steenhard) LaRue. He was the
oldest of the couple’s four chil-
dren and grew up on a farm
in the Meservey and Alexander
area.

Like most farm kids in that
era, Don learned at an early age
the value of hard work, helping
his parents and his grandpar-
ents with chores and fieldwork
on their farms. He attended
school and was a member of
the Class of 1955 at Meservey
High School.

Don enlisted in the National
Guard Ironman Battalion and
the 34th Infantry Division,
where he served as 1st Sergeant
Donald LaRue, serving our
country for twenty-seven plus
years. When he was on leave,
he went with some friends to
Dumont. Don would eventually
travel the world, but that trek
to Dumont may have been the
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Don LaRue

most important trip of his life
for it was there that he met a
pretty young girl named Patty
Bohner.

The couple began dating, fell
in love, and were married on
Jan. 16, 1959, in Dows, and
their family grew to include two
sons — Joel and Troy.

After receiving an honor-
able discharge from the Army,
Don worked several jobs before
he took a job at Hydrotile in
Nashua, where the family
moved in 1964. During his long
career at the Nashua manu-
facturer, he traveled to places
like Saudi Arabia, Japan, and
Panama — just to name a few
— to help install his company’s
products.

Growing up, his boys remem-
ber that they had a dad who was
the epitome of a “hard-working
man,” and Don loved hunting,
fishing, and, of course, telling
tales about them.

When Hydrotile closed in
the late 1980s, he worked for
Featherlite for a couple of years

M L 4 o

before starting a concrete con-
sulting business that took him
all over the country.

In 2000, he founded Iowa
Base, a precast concrete firm
based in Nashua, and Don rare-
ly, if ever, missed a day of work;
in fact, he put in his last day
at the company he built from
scratch just two days before he
passed away.

Don was proud of his fami-
ly, and he loved spending time
with his grandchildren and
swapping stories with them.

He was also a longtime
member of the Nashua Fishing
and Game Club, he loved being
a part of the Old Bradford
Pioneer Museum and was dedi-
cated to his community through
his involvement in the Big 4
Chamber of Commerce.

This hard-working man will
be dearly missed by his sons,
grandchildren, friends, and the
community he served so well,
but they are comforted knowing
that Don is now reunited with
Patty.

Donald is survived by two
sons, Joel (Michelle) LaRue of
Charles City, and Troy (Lisa)
LaRue of Ionia; two grandchil-
dren, Morgan (Wayne) Adams
and Hannah LaRue; three
step-grandchildren, Jennifer
(Justin) Beals, Christine
(Gregory) Jennings, and
Angela (Nicholas) Otis; eight
step-great-grandchildren; one
sister, Norma (Butch) Whipple
of Dows; and several nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death
by his parents; his wife, Patty
LaRue in 2018; and two broth-
ers, Dewayne and Durwood
LaRue.

Irene Koob will celebrate

her 90th birthday
on March 31st
with a card shower.

Her family includes LuAnn
(Stephan) Tillery of Boise, ID;

Susan Vossberg of Montezuma;
Barbara (Brad) Schmidt of Waverly
and Steven (Dawn) Koob of
Plainfield, 8 grandchildren and

8 great-grandchildren.

She is retired from teaching.

Cards can be sent to:

PO Box 43, Plalnfleld |A 50666
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Dr. Alex Anthofer
Chiropractic Physician

12 Woodbridge Street
Nashua, lowa 50658
(641) 435-2102

Monday - Friday
9:00am - 6:00pm

* Agricultur
Eric Hoy, Owner -

* Industrial = Automation » Commercial

Office: 641.394.2099 « Cell: 641.330.5096

al = Residential
P.0. Box 51 # lonia, IA

ESB.....

Phone: 641-435-4943 - Fax: 641-435-4959
401 Main Street, Box 187, Nashua, IA 50658

Lobby Hours: 8:30-3:00 Mon.-Thurs.

Drive-Up Hours: 7:30-4:30 Mon.-Thur.
7:30-6:00 Friday < 8-12 Saturday

8:30-5:00 Friday

Member FDIC

GUTTERS

HEALTH CARE

HEATING & PLUMBING

ROTHERS USTOM EAMLESS UTTERS
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(/ with layover straps.

¢ #1 Rated Gutter Guard Covers
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¢ Independent Living Apa:
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- Don’t rot your rafters, fascia or soffit with gutter
-
Greene, IA 50636

Ph: 641-823-4531
Fax: 641-823-1414

Call Us -We Do It Different
641-435-2590, Nashua, IA or
Toll Free 1-877-270-1234

RETIREMENT SERVICES:

* Dementia Safe Environment ¢ Short Term Rehabilitation
¢ Outpatient Therapy Center ® Valet (assisted living) Care

Valley View Community
108 South High Street

www.valleyviewgreeneia.com

rtments ® Skilled Nursing Care
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*Licensed

PENERSON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &AIC

641.435.4505 641.330.9142
. Llcensed * Bonded * Insured ]| FURNACE &

License #4619  Master Plumber o Master HVAC Technlman
Cosperative, éam/utadle & pmml Serucce
H—‘.ﬁ:

412 Sample St.
Nashua, 1A

New Construction
Light Commercial

WE SERVICE
A/C BRANDS

heating & coollng products dealer

HEATING & PLUMBING INSU

RANCE

Misc.

B £ Sa il _En

[BOCKHAUS)

Nashua, lowa 641-590-1956
Licensed * Bonded ® Insured

800-658-3027

Geothermal ¢ Radiant Infloor 641 435 4313

e New Construction * Remodel

E

PEOPLES
INSURANCE AGENCY 3

Representing Floyd County Mutual
104 Bradford Parkway < Nashua
www.peoples-insurance.com
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=

)

© GRINNELL

Trust in Tomorrow.
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Butler County REC

Our values represent the cooperative difference:

Innovation ¢ Accountability
Integrity « Commitment to
Community * Teamwork

319.267.2726 or 888.267.2726
www.facebook.com/bcrec

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative ;(D(

www.butlerrec.coop

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

TRAILER SALES

Todd Prichard

R Lana STATE REPRESENTATIVE ' Sales
Statehouse 107 Ferguson St. | | 902 Woodbridge St

Des Moines, lowa 50319 Charles City, IA 50616 | | Nashua, IA 50658

515-281-3221
todd.prichard@Ilegis.iowa.gov

([ Cedar Valley

www.CedarValleySales.com

Trailer Sales & Service, Tratier Accessories, Self Srorage Faciify.
Groen #e

& Storage, LLC

(641) 435-8228
1(888) 526-4512

Gritls & Ae

Paid for by lowans for Prichard O fikory 8

Providing Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy Services!

NASHUA THERAPY CLINIC
80 Amhearst Blvd. Suite 300, Nashua, 1A
P: 641-435-4476 « F: 641-435-4491
taylorphysicaltherapy.com

THERAPY
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Levy rate drop; collections will go up

Supervisors: From 1

budget on the table provided
supervisors flexible on a vari-
ety of issues — ranging from
the fact that the county may be
forced to hire a land-use coor-
dinator (those duties are cur-
rently held by County Assessor
Ray Armel) to increasing the
budget for the Secondary Roads
Department.

State law requires that 80
percent of the RSB must go
to secondary roads, but at one
time, the county devoted 9o
percent of its RSB to the depart-
ment, and during Monday’s
meeting, County Engineer
Dusten Rolando said he would
welcome additional money to
his budget. He also pointed out
that Secondary Roads has a
reserve of $800,000 far below
the $1.5 million recommended.

Still, those who came to the

Legal Notice

City of Nashua

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a public
hearing will be held by the City Coun-
cil of the City of Nashua, Iowa located
at Nashua City Hall 402 Main Street
in Nashua, Iowa at 7:00 pm on June 1,
2020. The purpose of this hearing is
to bring public awareness to a CDBG
Covid-19 Response project and give the
public an opportunity to provide input on
the project.

Any persons wishing to be heard on
this matter will be afforded the opportu-
nity to be heard. Written comments will
be accepted through the day of the public
hearing at the Nashua City Hall PO Box
38 Nashua, Iowa 50658. Oral questions
or comments can be directed to City Hall
at 641.435.4156.

No. 20900
03/25/21

The Chickasaw County
Conservation Board
is seeking quotes for
acquisition of an eight
foot rotary mower.
Anyone interested in the
specifications for this
acquisition should call
Brian Moore at
641-394-4714
Quotes are due Monday,
April 5,2021 at 12:00pm
at the Chickasaw
County Auditor’s Office,
Courthouse, PO Box 311,
New Hampton, IA 50659,
or Chickasaw County
Conservation Board, 1811-
240th St., Ionia, IA 50645

meeting expressed frustration
with supervisors.

Former Chickasaw County
Supervisor Dan Carolan said
he didn’t understand why the
board approved salaries for the
county’s elected officials before
finishing its budget.

“Putting these salaries out in
January is backwards,” he said.
“I thought that when I was on
the board, and I think that way
today.”

He also asked supervisors if
they had cut any budgets, and
Auditor Stephanie Mashek said
they had — pointing out that
the Conservation Board, Public
Health, county attorney, sher-
iff, environmental health, the
Emergency Management Agency
and her own office will all have
smaller budgets during the fiscal
year that begins July 1 than they
had during this fiscal year.

After the supervisors voted
to approve the budget and levy,
Carolan’s wife, Laurie, asked
Bryne, who defeated her hus-
band at the polls in 2018, if he felt
it was good for his constituents?
“Yes, I do, if it’s going to improve
our roads, absolutely,” he said.

Laurie Carolan, though,
pressed the issue and asked
why the supervisors would not

listen to Hackman.

“If you have one supervisor,
giving you all this information,”
she said, “why are you ignoring
it?”

Holthaus bristled at her
question and said that “Mr.
Hackman was in Stephanie’s
office way more” than he should
have been and added that he
didn’t trust Hackman’s num-
bers.

By that time, though, super-
visors had already approved the
budget. Four times, Holthaus
asked board members if they
had any more discussion, but
Zoll didn’t suggest that super-
visors could have decided to
hold a special meeting later in
the week to discuss lowering
the levy until after the vote was
taken.

Under the budget approved,
the levy for urban proper-
ty owners will be $5.55499
per $1,000 valuation. Rural
property owners will pay that
amount, plus the rural levy, so
their levy rate will be $8.79383
per $1,000 valuation. Although
the levy rates will drop, the
county will receive about 3.65
percent more in local property
tax dollars because valuations
in the county increased.

Charles to start showing films again

off, but when theyre up and moving around,
we’'d really like them to wear the masks,” she

said.

All the typical snacks and drinks —and the
theater’s locally-famous popcorn — will be avail-

able for purchase.

The Charles Theatre had initially closed last
March amid the spread of COVID-19. Since then
it’s been a lack of new movies being released and
customers’ hesitance to go to the movies that

have kept the theater closed.

The theater reopened briefly in August, but
is wasn’t long until its doors were closed again.
Youngerman said only older movies were avail-
able at that time, and they didn’t draw in enough
people for the theater to break even.

The theater

has scheduled three children’s

movies the following three weekends in April,
“to give something for the younger kids to do,”
Youngerman said.

On the weekend of April 9, the theater will

show the new °
the following weekends are “The Croods,” “Raya

“Tom and Jerry,” and scheduled

and the Last Dragon” and “The Courier.” Tickets

(55-and-older.)
“Right now,

are $3 for an adult movie ticket and $2 for a
ticket for children (12-and-under) and seniors

we don’t have any matinees

scheduled,” Youngerman said. “I guess we’ll just

see how it goes.
is one of only

operating.

»

The Charles Theatre, which was built in 1935,

two theaters remaining in Iowa

with an art-deco facade, and is the only one still

Public Health head says rate of vaccination all depends on amount of doses county receives

COVID: From 1

Health can only do so much.
“We're still getting the 200
vaccines a week and we're using

Legal Notice

City of Nashua

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that a public
hearing will be held by the City Coun-
cil of the City of Nashua, Iowa located
at Nashua City Hall 402 Main Street in
Nashua, Iowa at 7:00 pm on April 5,
2021. The purpose of this hearing is the
first reading of several administrative or-
dinance concerning rates and payments
as follows:

* An Update to Ordinance 332 Re-
garding Sewer Rates, No.

* An update to Ordinance 320 regard-
ing compensation of council members
No.

* An Update to the Ordinance per-
taining to Compensation of the Mayor,
No.

* An Update to the Ordinance per-
taining to Peddlers, Solicitors, and Tran-
sient Merchants, No.

Copies of the proposed Nashua Ordi-
nances are available upon request at City
Hall and are posted at City Hall in the
common entrance on the bulletin board.

Any persons wishing to be heard on
this matter will be afforded the opportu-
nity to be heard. Written comments will
be accepted through 11:00AM the day
of the public hearing at the Nashua City
Hall PO Box 38 Nashua, Iowa 50658.
Verbal questions or comments can be di-
rected to City Hall at 641.435.4156.

No. 20905
03/25/21

Legal Notice * Legal Notice

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON THE PROPOSED ISSUANCE
OF APPROXIMATELY $2,315,000
SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE
SALES, SERVICES AND USE TAX
REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS

Notice is hereby given that the Board
of Directors of the Nashua-Plainfield
Community School District, in the Coun-
ties of Chickasaw, Bremer, Butler and
Floyd, State of Iowa, will hold a public
hearing upon its proposed issuance of
approximately $2,315,000 School In-
frastructure Sales, Services and Use
Tax Revenue Refunding Bonds, which
may be issued in one or more series
over multiple fiscal years, pursuant to
[owa Code Section 423F.2 and 423E.5,
for the purpose of providing funds to
currently refund outstanding School In-

frastructure Sales, Services and Use Tax
Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series 2012
dated May 30, 2012, including costs of
issuance and a debt service reserve fund
if required by the purchaser. Any bond
proceeds remaining after completion of
this project will be used for other school
infrastructure projects as authorized by
the School District’s Revenue Purpose
Statement.

The hearing will be held in the Jr.
High School Commons Area, 612 Gree-
ley Street, Nashua, Iowa, on April 12,
2021, at 7:00 P.M. NASHUA-PLAIN-
FIELD COMMUNITY SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT Brittany McNeil Secretary of the
Board of Directors

No. 20913
03/25/21

Legal Notice * Legal Notice

100 percent of them,” she said,
“and I think in the next cou-
ple of weeks, we should finish
everyone up 65 and older and
those with underlying condi-
tions. But it all depends on the
number of vaccines we get so
we’re asking residents for their
patience and understanding
while we work through the list.”

She also took issue with a
report on KWWL-TV late last
week that purported the county
had just 6 percent of its popula-
tion vaccinated.

“There are a lot of factors
at work there, but I just don’t
believe that number is accurate,
or even close to it,” Welter said,
pointing out that her depart-

ment has provided vaccination
to more than 2,000 people. “By
law, I can’t deny the vaccine
to out-of-county residents, but
the vast majority of the peo-
ple we've vaccinated have been
from Chickasaw [County].”

She did say the range of side
effects that come with the vac-
cine run the gamut.

“It all depends and there is
no rhyme or reason, just like
COVID itself,” she said. “We
have people who don’t have
any. Some get the sore arm,
some get a fever, tiredness and
headaches. But most of what
we've heard is those symptoms
don’t last more than a day or
two.”

EAD THE LEgaLs ... IT’s Your RiIGHT To KNOow

Legal Notice * Legal Notice * Legal Notice * Legal Notice * Legal Notice

COUNTY BOARD MINUTES
March 8th, 2021

The Board convened on Monday,
March 8th, 2021, at 9:00 AM with all
members present Byrne, Zoll, Kuhn,
Holthaus, and Hackman in the Board-
room located on the second floor of the
Courthouse, New Hampton, Iowa. The
meeting was called to order by Chair-
man Holthaus. Present were Stephanie
Mashek, Auditor, and Terry Johnson.
Call In: Lisa Welter.

Motion by Byrne, Second by Zoll
to approve agenda for March 8th, 2021.
Roll Call: All Ayes. Motion Carried.

Motion by Byrne, Second by Hack-
man to approve the Board Minutes for
March 1st & 3rd, 2021. Roll Call: All
Ayes. Motion Carried.

9:05 AM No Public Comment

Motion by Byrne, Second by Hack-
man to approve Jerico Jo’s Liquor Li-
cense. Roll Call: Ayes- Hackman, Zoll,
Byrne, Kuhn, and Holthaus. Motion
Carried.

9:10 AM Lisa Welter & Jeff Bernatz-
COVID update

9:15 AM Jeff Berntaz- Communica-
tion Tower Project Update

Motion by Hackman, Second by
Kuhn to direct the County Attorney’s
office in creating a 28E Agreement for
the equipment transfer for the Radio
Communications Project with political
subdivisions and schools within Chick-
asaw County. Roll Call: Ayes-Hackman,
Kuhn, Byrne, Zoll, and Holthaus. Motion
Carried.

9:45 AM Dusty Rolando- Update on
Road Department Activities

Motion by Hackman, Second by
Byrne to approve Resolution 03-08-21-
13 RESOLUTION FOR RIGHT OF
WAY PURCHASE to set the value of
5.24 times the assessed value to offer
for right of way purchase. Roll Call:
Ayes- Hackman, Byrne, Kuhn, Zoll,
and Holthaus. Motion Carried. RESO-
LUTION 03-08-21-13 WHEREAS, it is
necessary from time to time to acquire
right of way for road and bridge con-
struction, and WHEREAS, it is within
the powers of the Board of Supervisors of
Chickasaw County to acquire such nec-
essary right of way, and WHEREAS, the
Chickasaw County Board of Supervisors
has determined that property values are
5.24 times the assessed valuation, NOW
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That
the following schedule shall constitute
the policy by which Chickasaw County
shall acquire right of way land, improve-
ments thereon, and fill dirt. 1. Right of
way land acquired by easement or deed
shall be purchased for an amount 5.24
times the assessed valuation. 2. Fence
removal/replacement costs shall be paid
according to the following schedule:Re-
moval by owner $4.00/rod, barbed;
$5.00/rod/woven.Placement of fence
at right of way line $13.50/rod/barbed;
$18.00/rod, woven.Placement and re-
moval of temporary electric fence $6.50/
rod (for temporary constrction easements
and borrow areas).Corner/Brace posts
used in fence placement $25.00/each.
Placement of permanent fence shall
be completed within one year after the
project is completed in order to receive
compensation. The County shall pay all

recording costs and mortgage release
fees. 1. The acquisition, replacement,
relocation of buildings, shrubs, or other
improvements shall be negotiated by
the County, and the Owner. The acqui-
sition of fill dirt shall be negotiated on
the basis of a cost per cubic yard. Ap-
proved this 8th day of March, 2021. /ss/
Rick Holthaus, Chairperson of the Board
of Supervisors. ATTEST: /ss/ Stephanie
Mashek, County Auditor

Motion by Hackman, Second by
Byrne to acknowledge the retirement
of the Administrative Assistant, Cindy
Heying with the effective date of July 9,
2021. Roll Call: Ayes- Hackman, Kuhn,
Byrne, Zoll, and Holthaus. Motion Car-
ried.

10:15 AM Motion by Hackman,
Second by Zoll with changes to items
11, 13, and 15 with the new County rate
of $87,000 for the Chickasaw County
Ambulance Council’s draft of proposed
service agreement with Northeast Iowa
EMS, Inc. Roll Call: Ayes- Hackman,
Zoll, Byrne, and Holthaus. Kuhn ab-
stained. Motion Carried.

Motion by Byrne, Second by Kuhn to
approve change order #3 in the amount
of $892.00 for the LEMC Renovation
located at 516 S. Linn Ave. New Hamp-
ton. Roll Call: Ayes- Hackman, Kuhn,
and Holthaus. Nays- Hackman and Zoll.
Motion Carried.

Motion by Hackman, Second by
Byrne to approve and authorize Chairper-
son to sign the Help America Vote Act
(HAVA) Cybersecurity Grant Agree-
ment in the amount of $10,000 Roll Call:
All Ayes. Motion Carried.

Discussed the Essential Service re-
garding the Emergency Medical Services
legislation.

Bernatz left at 10:55 AM.

Motion by Hackman, Second by
Byrne to discontinue the Board of Su-
pervisors conference call line utilized for
Supervisor meetings for public use. Roll
Call: Ayes- Hackman, Zoll, Byrne, and
Holthaus. Nays- Kuhn. Motion Carried.

Review County Credit Card Policy-
no action taken.

Motion by Hackman, Second by
Kuhn to enter into the Tyler Technolo-
gies SQL Server Licensing Renewal with
the recommendation from IT Manager,
Denny Ungs. Roll Call: Ayes- All Ayes.
Motion Carried.

Discuss lease agreement between
Chickasaw County Board of Supervisors
and Ag Vantage FS- no action taken.

Committee Assignment Update

Dave Gorman present at 11:55 AM.

Zoll left at 12:12 PM.

Gorman left at 12:13 PM.

Johnson left at 12:34 PM.

Kuhn left at 12:56 PM.

Budget Work Session

Motion by Hackman, Second by
Byrne to adjourn at 1:04 PM. Roll Call:
Ayes- Hackman, Byrne, and Holthaus.
Kuhn and Zoll absent. Motion Carried.

Board of Supervisors ATTEST:
Stephanie Mashek, Auditor

No. 20895
03/23/21 NH
03/25/21 NR

IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR
CHICKASAW COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF
ALICE F. GRANDY, Deceased.
CASE NO. ESPR002941
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF
WILL, OF APPOINTMENT OF
EXECUTOR, AND NOTICE TO
CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the Es-
tate of Alice F. Grandy, Deceased, who
died on or about December 4, 2020
You are hereby notified that on
February 23, 2021, the last will and tes-
tament of Alice F. Grandy, deceased,
bearing date of December 21, 2012, was
admitted to probate in the above named
court and that Joan Schmidt and Angela
Schroeder was appointed executor of the
estate. Any action to set aside the will
must be brought in the district court of
said county within the later to occur of
four months from the date of the second
publication of this notice or one month
from the date of mailing of this notice
to all heirs of the decedent and devisees
under the will whose identities are rea-

sonably ascertainable, or thereafter be
forever barred.

Notice is further given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are requested
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims
against the estate shall file them with the
clerk of the above named district court, as
provided by law, duly authenticated, for
allowance, and unless so filed by the later
to occur of four months from the date of
the second publication of this notice or
one month from the date of mailing of
this notice (unless otherwise allowed or
paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated: February 23,2021

Date of second publication: 03/25/21

Joan Schmidt and Angela Schroeder,
Executor of the Estate, 109 3rd St. NE,
Waukon, TA 52172 and 551 Prestien Dr
., Denver, IA 50622

David H. Skilton, ICIS#: AT0007261,
Attorney for the Executor, CRONIN,
SKILTON & SKILTON, 205 Brasher St.
PO Box 39, Nashua. IA 50658.

No. 20889
03/18/21 03/25/21
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NOTICE

In the Matter of the Judicial Magis-
trate Appointing Commission

For Chickasaw County

The Chickasaw County Judicial
Magistrate Appointing Commission will
meet on April 29, 2021, at 4:00 pm at
the Chickasaw County Courthouse,
courtroom for the purpose of appointing
(one) Magistrate for Chickasaw County
for the term beginning August 1, 2021,
and ending July 31st, 2025. All appli-
cants must be personally present for in-
terviews on that date.

1. The Magistrate must be a resident
of Chickasaw County or a resident of a
county contiguous to this county during
the term of office and does not qualify
for appointment if at the time of appoint-
ment if the applicant will have reached
age seventy-two (72).

2. A magistrate shall be an attorney
licensed to practice law in Iowa.

3. To qualify for appointment, one
must file a certified application on the
forms approved by the Supreme Court.
The application forms may be obtained
from the office of the Clerk of District
Court between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. Monday thru Friday. The

completed application forms (with letter
of interest and resume of qualifications
attached) and six (6) additional copies
must be returned to:

Judge Richard Stochl, Chair of the
Magistrate Appointing Commission

Chickasaw County Courthouse

8 East Prospect

New Hampton, IA 50659

By 4:00 p.m. on April 23,2021.

4.The present salary for a Judicial
Magistrate is $41,232.00 per year.

5. The Magistrate shall work in other
counties of the district, when necessary,
as assigned by the Chief Judge. The
Magistrate may be required to handle
mental commitment hearings.

6. The person appointed shall attend
the annual school of instruction for Mag-
istrates.

7. For information on Judicial Mag-
istrate appointments, jurisdiction and
procedures, see Iowa Code sections
602.6403 through 602.6405.

No. 20914
03/23/21 NH 03/25/21 NR
03/30/21 NH 04/01/21 NR

Legal Notice * Legal Notice * Legal Notice * Legal Notice
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - AMENDMENT OF CURRENT BUDGET
NASHUA
Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021
The City of NASHUA will conduct a public hearing for the purpose of amending the current budget for fiscal year ending June 30, 2021
Meeting Date/Time: 4/5/2021 07:00 PM Contact: John Ott Phone: (641) 435-4156
Meeting Location: Council Chambers City Hall
There will be no increase in taxes. Any residents or taxpayers will be heard for or against the proposed amendment at the time and place specified above. A
detailed statement of: additional receipts, cash balances on hand at the close of the preceding fiscal year, and proposed disbursements, both past and
anticipated, will be available at the hearing.
REVENUES & OTHER FINANCING SOURCES L enifiog. Current Total Budget After
or Last Amended Amendment Current Amendment
Taxes Levied on Property 1 661,929 0 661,929
Less: Uncollected Delinquent Taxes - Levy Year 2 0 0 0
Net Current Property Tax 3 661,929 0 661,929
Delinquent Property Tax Revenue 4 0 0 0
TIF Revenues 5 45,000 0 45,000
Other City Taxes 6 171,069 0 171,069
Licenses & Permits 7 11,950 0 11,950
Use of Money & Property 8 61,680 754,933 816,613
Intergovernmental 9 1,078,379 0 1,078,379
Charges for Service 10 836,350 0 836,350
Special Assessments 11 0 0 0
Miscellaneous 12 48,300 0 48,300
Other Financing Sources 13 1,000,000 0 1,000,000
Transfers In 14 518,492 950,000 1,468,492
Total Revenues & Other Sources 15 4,433,149 1,704,933 6,138,082
EXPENDITURES & OTHER FINANCING USES
Public Safety 16 1,801,724 -1,000,000 801,724
Public Works 17 450,805 0 450,805
Health and Social Services 18 10,500 0 10,500
Culture and Recreation 19 231,001 14,000 245,001
Community and Economic Development 20 135,160 40,000 175,160
General Government 21 162,947 0 162,947
Debt Service 22 112,426 754,933 867,359
Capital Projects 23 350,000 1,015,000 1,365,000
Total Government Activities Expenditures 24 3,254,563 823,933 4,078,496
Business Type/Enterprise 25 758,537 60,000 818,537
Total Gov Activities & Business Expenditures 26 4,013,100 883,933 4,897,033
Tranfers Out 27 518,492 950,000 1,468,492
Total Expenditures/Transfers Out 28 4,531,592 1,833,933 6,365,525
B R o nan e as O 29
Beginning Fund Balance July 1, 2020 30 2,389,277 0 2,389,277
Ending Fund Balance June 30, 2021 31 2,290,834 -129,000 2,161,834
Explanation of Changes: Moved GF Dam expenditures to Cap. Projects, which required transfer, added storm water expense budget which was overlooked
in previous amendment, added rev from 0% state contingent loan $754,933 plus expense of $754,933 to pay down GO loan.

No. 20899
03/25/21
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Sharing helps N-P, Rockford school budgets

+ Recruits, hires, supports
develops, and retain effective
staff members

« Effectively manages district

resources

« Follows through on tasks

» Promotes a community of and responsibilities

care and support
« Strong instructional leader
« Is approachable, accessible,
and welcoming

« Possesses strong communi-
cation skills

« Brings out success in others

« Demonstrates ethics and

JOB LOSS | DISCONNECTION | CIVIL UNREST

All of this can be overwhelming, but it is important to remember;

IS NOT CANCELED

i

i,

4 (o

IS NOT CANCELED

YOUR STRESS AND ANXIETY CAN BE ALLEVIATED.
Your local mental health specialists are here for you.
Help is available now. Visit countysocialservices.org/hope
to find out what a mental health professional can do for you.

SUPPORT LINE (855) 266-1257

FOR CRISIS 24/7/365
CALL (855) 581-8111 or
TEXT (855) 895-8398

COUNTY

SOCIAL SERVICES

@Pathways

HELP FOR TODAY. HOPE FOR TOMORROW.

integrity

The two boards hope to name
a shared superintendent “soon
after the formal interviews,”
which will include stakeholders
in both districts.

“We have some excellent
applicants,” Turner said, “and
I feel confident that our boards
are going to find the person
to lead these two districts for-
ward.”

The new superintendent will
officially take over for Turner
on July 1.

Turner was a longtime teach-
er and coach in the Nashua
and Nashua-Plainfield school
districts before moving to

Rockford as a principal in 2008.
Seven years ago, Rockford also
added superintendent to his
title, and in the middle of the
2017-18 school year, he become
a shared superintendent when
former Nashua-Plainfield
Superintendent Randy Strabala
retired.

Rockford and Nashua-
Plainfield also share a busi-
ness manager, human resourc-
es director and building and
grounds director.

Along with the superinten-
dent sharing, that means each
district receives $146,000 in
incentives the state offers dis-
trict to share administrators.

rﬁ Shoﬂ
ocAl

By doing
business locally,
you not only get
personal service

and real value,

you also help
strengthen our
local community
& economy.
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Department of Management - Form S-PB-6
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed Nashua-Plainfield School Budget Summary
Fiscal Year 2021-2022
Location of Public Hearing: Date of Hearing: ~ Time of Hearing:
Nashua-Plainfield JH/HS Commons
4/12/2021 7:00 PM

The Board of Directors will conduct a public hearing on the proposed 2021/22 school budget at

the above-noted location and time. At the hearing, any resident or taxpayer may present objections
to, or arguments in favor of, any part of the proposed budget. This notice represents a summary of

the supporting detail of revenues and expenditures on file with the district secretary. A copy

of the details will be furnished upon request.

Avg Y0204
Budget 2022 Re-est. 2021 Actual 2020 22

Taxes Levied on Property 1 2,819,070 2,727,324 2,703,860 2.1%
Utility Replacement Excise Tax 2 57,837 63,953 128,911 -33.0%
Income Surtaxes 3 306,423 321,790 391,918 -11.6%
Tuition\Transportation Received 4 160,123 160,158 162,121

Earnings on Investments 5 14,560 15,055 20,562

Nutrition Program Sales 6 125,985 123,485 124,888

Student Activities and Sales 7 238,631 233,773 237,955

Other Revenues from Local Sources 8 170,676 178,598 185,325

Revenue from Intermediary Sources 9 0 0 0

State Foundation Aid 10 4,086,515 3,827,344 3,837,955
Instructional Support State Aid 11 14,340 0 0

Other State Sources 12 652,829 653,318 657,301

Commercial & Industrial State Replacement 13 17,594 14,042 32,941

Title 1 Grants 14 56,123 57,845 58,709

IDEA and Other Federal Sources 15 387,552 388,789 383,891

Total Revenues 16 9,108,258 8,765,474 8,926,337

General Long-Term Debt Proceeds 17 0 0 0

Transters In 18 390,000 390,000 386,746

Proceeds of Fixed Asset Dispositions 19 0 0 0

Special Items/Upward Adjustments 20 68,357 61,941 82,114

Total Revenues & Other Sources 21 9,566,615 9,217,415 9,395,197

Beginning Fund Balance 22 3,262,151 3,562,954 2,954,566

Total Resources 23 12,328,766 12,780,369 12,349,763
*Instruction 24 5,664,303 5,372,975 5,091,024 5.5%
Student Support Services 25 242,568 234,658 227,597
Instructional Staff Support Services 26 213,460 205,345 197,965

General Administration 27 265,185 197,856 186,286

School Administration 28 398,485 358,984 340,091

Business & Central Administration 29 259,696 227,385 196,440

Plant Operation and Maintenance 30 706,482 691,237 570,031

Student Transportation 31 458,503 461,768 322,468

This row is intentionally left blank 32 0 0 0

*Total Support Services (lines 25-32) B2A 2,544,379 2,377,233 2,040,878 | 11.7%]
*Noninstructional Programs 33 403,890 380,875 365,874 5.1%
Facilities Acquisition and Construction 34 348,310 336,672 239,900

Debt Service (Principal, interest, fiscal charges)| 35 390,000 390,000 386,746

AEA Support - Direct to AEA 36 308,023 270,463 268,716

*Total Other Expenditures (lines 34-36) 6A 1,046,333 997,135 895,362 8.1%
Total Expenditures 37 9,658,905 9,128,218 8,393,138

Transfers Out 38 390,000 390,000 386,746

Other Uses 39 0 0 6,925

Total Expenditures, Transfers Out & Other Useq 40 10,048,905 9,518,218 8,786,809

Ending Fund Balance 41 2,779,861 3,262,151 3562054 | |
Total Requirements 42 12,828,766 12,780,369 12,349,763

Proposed Property Tax Rate (per $1,000 taxable |
valuation)
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City of Nashua
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

City Council Chambers, City Hall

The Nashua City Council met in
regular session on March 15, 2021 in
Council Chambers at City Hall. The
meeting was called to order at 7:00PM
with Mayor Betsinger presiding. Council
members present were Alex Anthofer,
Scott Cerwinske, Thomas Johnson, Hal
Kelleher, and Charles Shelby. City em-
ployee(s) City Clerk John Ott was pres-
ent. Maggie Burger from Speer Financial
and Brian Schoon from INRCOG at-
tended remotely.

Mayor Betsinger asked for consider-
ation approving the agenda. Anthofer/M,
Johnson/S, M/C. Mayor Betsinger asked
if there were any public comments. There
were none.

Maggie Burger from Speer Financial
discussed some financial information
regarding the Greeley St. project. She
reviewed some of the estimated project
costs for the city ($1,280,000). The total
project cost is estimated ($2,175,155.00).
She explained the estimated cost issuance
of the bond ($31,905). She reviewed the
city’s legal debt limit (4,154,266) and
how it is calculated. The city currently
has $2,785,266 of remaining debt limit,
but she wanted the council to know that
could change depending on any new debt
issued or reduction of current debt. She
also discussed information about USDA
and SRF financing options that may be
available and some basics on how each
of the programs worked. Brian Schoon
from INRCOG was available to answer
questions related to the USDA and SRF
financing options.

Mayor Betsinger asked for a motion
to set a public hearing for the Covid 19
Relief Grant for April 5, 2021. John-
son/M, Anthofer/S, M/C. Roll Call: All
Ayes.

Mayor Bssinger called for a motion
to set a public hearing for FY’21 Bud-
get Amendment for April 5,2021. An-
thofer/M, Shelby/S, M/C. Roll Call: all
Ayes.

Mayor Betsinger asked for a motion
to pass the following resolutions:

21-17 Resolution Approving Library
Funds Transfer from MMKT to Check-
ing. Johnson/M, Anthofer/S, M/C. Roll
Call: All Ayes, 21-18 Resolution Award-
ing Owner-Occupied Rehab Contract to
Glidewell Contracting for Projeect #5 of
the Nashua CDBG Rehab Program. Cer-
winske/M, Anthofer/S, M/C. Roll Call:
All Ayes.

Mayor Betsinger called for a motion
to approve the Regular Council Minutes
for March 1, 2021. Johnson/M, An-
thofer/S, M/C.

Mayor Betsinger asked for a motion
to approve the consent calendar pay-
ment of claims. Payment of Claims (see
claims report): Total claims to be paid:
$27,072.27+$6,489.08 (Wages)

¢ General Fund: $16,892.19

e Road Use: $6.125.28

o Water: $3,909.30

¢ Sewer: $6,634.18

» Total Funds: $33,561.35

Kelleher mentioned that the Park
Board would like to be kept in the loop
on park expenses, so he requested that a
park board member be informed of all
park expenses prior to purchases being
made. Kelleher/M, Johnson/S, M/C.

Business of the Mayor: The Mayor
mentioned that at the FMC landfill meet-
ing they approved raising the rates at the
landfill and so he mentioned that the rates
for Jendro Sanitation will be increasing.

Department Reports:

City Clerk informed the council that
the city had been approved for a State
Contingency Loan for the dam project.
This is a 20 year loan with 0% interest.
The proceeds from this loan will be used
to pay down the 10 year $1,000,000
dam repair loan that was taken out last
year. He also mentioned that the city
had been awarded a $5,000 Chickasaw
County Foundation Grant to help with
the upgrade of electrical panels at the
campground. He also presented the Feb-
ruary Financial Reports and informed
the council that the February Bank Rec.
is available for review.

Council Members

Johnson asked about replacing the
flag at City Hall. Kelleher said that he
would take care of it. Johnson also in-
quired about how they should go about
employee evaluations and Anthofer
stated that the policy manual says that
reviews are done on the employee’s An-
niversary. Anthofer asked why some
people had received a delinquent utility
bill for such small amounts. City Clerk
Ott stated that when the Delinquent Re-
port is ran there is a parameter that has
to be changed each time and it is usually
set at $10, but the parameter was not set
when the delinquency notices went out
last time and so anyone with any amount
above $0 received one. Kelleher also
mentioned that the donation box will be
set up at the park next week.

Kelleher gave an update on the parks
department. He stated the next meeting is
scheduled for March 30th and they will
be working on Water Over the Dam Days
activities. He also said that he has been
working with Dan the Street Department
Supervisor on fixing the boat landing at
Cedar View Campground.

The Library Monthly Report was pre-
sented to the council.

Johnson reviewed estimates for re-
placing windows at the fire station that
were tabled at the last meeting. After dis-
cussion of the estimates, Anthofer made
a motion to approve the estimate from
Dietz Construction for $7,955. He stated
that he liked the fact that on this estimate
it was noted that the masonry was going
to be cut at an angle to allow new cap and
flashing, so water would shed over the
masonry instead of collecting on current
flashing and getting behind the masonry.
Cerwinske seconded. Motion Carried.

Roll Call: All Ayes.

Mayor Betsinger asked the council
what they wanted to do for the In-Kind
contribution for the Catalyst Grant for
Anthofer Properties. The city previously
agreed to an in-kind contribution up to
$5,000. Cerwinske motioned to replace
the waterline, curb stop, sewer line, and
water meter. Kelleher seconded. Motion
Carried. Roll Call 4 Ayes: Cerwinske,
Johnson, Kelleher, and Shelby. Anthofer
abstained.

The city discussed approving a city
wide garage sale. Cerwinske motioned
for the city to not be involved with ga-
rage sales. Kelleher seconded. Motion
Carried.

The council reviewed the amended
ambulance contract. After discussing the
contract, Cerwinske made a motion to
not approve the contract. Anthofer sec-
onded. M/C. Roll Call: All Ayes to not
approve the contract.

The council discussed revising its
current Peddler/Transient Merchant
Contract and Fees. The council will
have to amend the ordinance. Cerwin-
ske motioned to set a public hearing to
amend the peddlers, solititors, and tran-
sient merchants ordinance for April 5th.
Anthofer seconded. Motion Carried. Roll
Call: All Ayes.

The council discussed the Mayor and
Council wages. The council proposed
setting a public hearing for April 5th to
discuss changing the Mayor and Council
Wages. Shelby motioned to set a public
hearing to discuss Mayor wages for April
5th. Kelleher Seconded. Motion Carried.
Roll Call: All Ayes.

Johnson motioned to set a public
hearing for April 5th to discuss revising
Council wages. Anthofer seconded. Mo-
tion Carried. Roll Call: All Ayes.

The council reviewed the Develop-
ment Agreement that was provided as a
template by the IEDA, which is an agree-
ment between the City of Nashua and the
grant recipient Anthofer Properties if the
grant is awarded. Shelby motioned to ap-
prove the Development Agreement. Cer-
winske seconded. Motion Carried. Roll
Call: All Ayes. The council discussed
utilizing work orders for the Park and
Street Department to help with getting
tasks completed that are a priority of the
city. It will help give the departments
some direction and it will also help keep
the council informed of what is getting
done.

City Clerk Ott also discussed current
water and sewer rates and the water and
sewer budget revenue shortfalls, espe-
cially in regards to the Sewer Fund. He
reviewed some information from some
reports that he had created and explained
why the city has a shortfall in sewer
revenues. The main reason is that the
sewer revenue bond and sewer contract
equal $34.30/Month and the Minimum
sewer bill is only $31.27. This does not
account for any other Sewer Fund line
item expenses. The Citv is also looking

at applying for some grant funds for the
Greeley St. project and if the utility fees
are set too low, the city would not be able
to utilize these funding sources as they
would be excluded from the application
process. The city is going to be looking
at increasing its sewer rates to make up
for this shortfall and will hold a public
hearing on April 5,2021. Kelleher noted
that the camping fees and shelter fees
will be discussed at the next Park Board
meeting on March 30th and he will bring
the results of those discussions to the
next council meeting.

Johnson made a motion for register-
ing for “Pick Up Iowa”. Anthofer sec-
onded. Motion Carried.

There was no other business. Cer-
winske motioned to adjourn. Anthofer
seconded. M/C. The meeting adjourned
at 9:36PM.

Pending Approval by City Council

John Ott City Clerk

Feb Revenue..................... $18,206.25
.................................... 579,289.26

LAKE/DAM TOTAL ............... $0.00
.................................... 983.495.19

URBAN REVITAL (LOST ONLY)
TOTA .o $0.00

ROAD USE TOTAL........$14,535.17
.................................... 158,434.09
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT TOTAL
...................................... $1,369.15
75,127.16
EMRGNY FUND (TRAN TO GF)
TOTA ..o $145.45

DEBT SERVICE TOTAL .$1 :238.42

.................................... 126,596.23
FEMA FUND #301 LAKE/DAM
TOTAL ....cooviiiiiiiinnns $0.00
................................. 1,096,324.76
FIRE TRUCK 2020 (DODGE) TOTAL
............................................. $0.00

161,904.76
PERM FUNDS-LIB WATSON TOTAL
............................................. $0.00
........................................... 986.44
PERM FUNDS-CITY WATSON
TOTAL ....cooviiviiiinnd $831.78

$18,629.13
17540522
UTILITY DEPOSITS TOTAL

$26,729.05
253,723.22
SEWER SINKING TOTAL

$13,154.17
...105.233.36

STORM WATER UTILITY TOTAL

CLAIMS REPORT (March 2-15, 2021)
U.S. POST OFFICE
WATER/SEWR/GAR - MARCH 2021

ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY
STREETS-OIL AND FILTER

BADGER METER

WATER-MTR SVC CONTRCT-FEB
2021

MIDAMERICAN ENERGY

GAS/ELECTRIC EXP-FEB 2021
...................................... $7,698.36

OTT, JOHN

CH-TRAINING IMFOA REIMBURSE
......................................... $125.00

RILEY’S INC.

CH-COPY FEES JAN 2021 .$201.74

S & T COLLISION

PARKS-VEHICLE REPAIRS

SUPERIOR LUMBER, INC.
PARKS-BELT SANDER .....$316.67
WEX BANK

CITY FUEL EXPENSES .....$892.48
DON BOSS

WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

........................................... $30.38
JAN CLEMENT
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021
........................................... $72.75

DEUTH, BRENDA
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

FRISKY FOX VINEYARD LLP
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

ANDREA KING
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

SHARON LEERHOFF
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

MAAS,ROBERTA C.

WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021
......................................... $164.76

RILEY’S INC.

CH-COPY FEES FEB 2021

ROEDER POWDER COAT & MA-
CHINE
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

DANIELLE SCHELL
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

SENNER, ANN L
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

SHIRLEY STEVENSON
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

THE COUNTRY COTTAGE
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

GLADICE TIDEMANSON
WC-VENDOR SALES FEB 2021

BOCKHAUS PLUMBING & HEAT-
ING

WC-TOILET(2)URINAL(1)
......................................... $567
CENTURYLINK

PHONE EXP - FEB 2021

CHICKASAW COUNTY SHERIFF

OFFIC
PD-ADD HRS MARCH 28E AGREE-

CH-LEGAL PUB.................. $933.46

SANDRY FIRE SUPPLY,L.L.C
FD-1/2CITY 1/2RURAL EQUIPMENT
......................................... $246.90
BAKER & TAYLOR
LIB-BOOKS .......cccceovvuiuiunnns $141.06
CENTER POINT LARGE PRINT
LIB-BOOKS ..o $22.50
DEMCO
LIB-SUPPLIES ..................... $403.86
DISCOUNT SCHOOL SUPPLIES
LIB-SUPPLIES. ............cccceeeuu $37.81
DISNEY MOVIE CLUB
LIB-DVD’S ..o $85.36
ILLINOIS LIBRARY ASSOC
LIB-IREAD SUMMER PROG
......................................... $419.04
INGRAM
LIB-BOOKS/DVD’S ............ $388.86
LOVE OF QUILTING

LIB-SUBSCRIPTIONS .......... $20.00

LIB-SUBCRIPTION .............. $19.95
NASHUA PLUMBING & HEATING
LIB-BUILD/GRNDS MAINT

......................................... $101.35
NASHUA PUBLIC LIBRARY
LIB-LIGHTS, PROG SUPPLIES STMP

........................................... $40.94
NEW HAMPTON TRIBUNE NASHUA
LIB-SUBCRIPTION............... $35.00
TASTE OF HOME
LIB-BOOKS .......ccccouvuiurnnnnns $37.72
WEST BEND PUBLIC LIBRARY
LIB-BOOKS .........ccccoevvvnnn $125.00

BROWN SUPPLY CO. INC.
WTR/SWR-SUPPLIES......... $283.95

QUALITY PUMP & CONTROL
WASTE WATER - REBLD GRIT
MOTOR  ......cocucuee $2,929.59

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
SEWER - FEB 2021 SALES TAX

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
WATER - FEB 2021 WET TAX

...................................... $1,045.00
IRS - USA TAX PAYMENT
FED/FICA TAX ................ $2,015.50
TREASURER STATE OF IOW
STATE TAX ..o $282.00
Accounts Payable Total ...$27,072.27
Payroll Checks ................... $6,489.08
#xkxk REPORT TOTAL #*%%%

.................................... $33,561.35
GENERAL FUND $16,892.19
ROAD USE ...... ...$6,125.68
WATER .. ...$3,909.30
SEWER ......ccoeviiiereiennnd $6,634.18
TOTAL FUNDS .............. $33,561.35
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Photos courtesy of Lavonne Suhr
Eleven-year-old Ely Suhr (left) shows off one of his white homing
pigeons this past weekend, eight months after another pigeon
(right) in his flock won the grand championship at the 2020
Chickasaw County 4-H and FFA Achievement Show in Nashua.

A FARM KID WITH A TWIST

Young ELY SUHR IS A ‘WALKING ENCYCLOPEDIA” WHEN IT COMES TO HIS PIGEONS

By Bos FENSkKE
Of the Reporter

Ely Suhr is plain and simple a farm kid.

The 11-year-old lives on his family’s farm
that is located a few miles northwest of
Fredericksburg and — like his two sisters, one
older, one younger — he helps his parents with
a variety of chores, ranging from field work to
tending livestock.

“I like the freedom you have when you live on
a farm,” he said. “I don’t think I'm the kind of kid
who would be very good living in town.”

But the fifth-grader at Sumner-Fredericksburg
Middle School is also branching out on his own.
He’s raising pigeons.

Yes, pigeons.

It all started when the Suhrs headed over to a
neighbor’s place for a bonfire.

“The guy was saying ‘look at those stupid
pigeons, they fly into the barn,” so I said some-
thing like I'd be interested in catching a couple
of them,” Suhr said. “I ended up getting five.
Three escaped, but I still have two and now I”m
building it up.”

Indeed, he is.

He has 13 adults, three babies and four eggs,
and he’s got a plan.

One day — in a year or two — he’ll have enough
white homing pigeons to release at events like
weddings and funerals.

“They’re like white doves, except doves don’t

know to go home,” he said. “Seriously, it’s going
to be pretty cool. I have to train them, but pigeons
are actually really smart and they will go home.”

His mother laughed when she was asked
about her son’s affinity for pigeons.

“Ely is seriously a walking encyclopedia when
it comes to them,” she said. “It’s amazing what
he knows about them. I can honestly say I
never thought I'd be on a farm where we raised
pigeons, but here we are.”

The first thing he must do
is — as he puts it — “breed them
up.” And then he’ll begin train-
ing them.

See Pigeons, 7
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THANK A FARMER

Hard working and often overlooked, they are the
unsung heroes of our land.

@D NoSBISCH INSURANGE .

© GRINNELL

25 West Main « New Hampton, Iowa 50569
641-394-2158 « 1-800-767-6447

DEPENDABLE INSURANCE SERVICE

We salu‘te

641-394-2158 or 1-800-767-6447

T, 3Ch|ckasaw Mutual Ins Assoc.
6 z 25 W. Main St. - New Hampton
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National AgWeek!

We're proud fo celebrate the people who have
dedicated their lives for the food on our tables.

lonia Locker, LLC.

Brad & Kyle Neitzke 204 East Union, lonia
641-394-3515

E|

It’s National
Ag Day!

What Is Ag Day?

It’s a day to recognize and celebrate the
abundance provided by agriculture.

Every year, producers, agricultural asso-
ciations, corporations, universities, govern-
ment agencies and countless others across
America join together to recognize the
contributions of agriculture to not only our
nation but to countries around the globe.

When Is Ag Day?

Ag Day was celebrated on Tuesday, and
it always falls during National Agriculture
Week, which began on Sunday and runs
through Saturday.

‘Who Hosts Ag Day?

The Agriculture Council of America hosts
the campaign on a national level. However,
the awareness efforts in communities across
America are as influential - if not more -
than the broad-scale effort.

Again this year, the Ag Day Planning
Guide has been created to help communi-
ties and organizations more effectively host
Ag Day events.

What Is Ag Day All About?

Ag Day is about recognizing - and cele-
brating - the contribution of agriculture in
our everyday lives. The National Ag Day
program encourages every American to:

« Understand how food and fiber prod-
ucts are produced.

« Value the essential role of agriculture in
maintaining a strong economy.

« Appreciate the role agriculture plays
in providing safe, abundant and affordable
products.

Why Celebrate Agriculture?

Agriculture provides almost everything
we eat, use and wear on a daily basis. But
too few people truly understand this contri-
bution.

This is particularly the case in our
schools, where students may only be
exposed to agriculture if they enroll in relat-
ed vocational training.

By building awareness, the Agriculture
Council of America is encouraging young
people to consider career opportunities in
agriculture.

Each American farmer feeds more than
165 people ... a dramatic increase from 25
people in the 1960s.

Quite simply, American agriculture is
doing more - and doing it better.

As the world population soars, there is an
even greater demand for the food and fiber
produced by the agricultural industry in the
United States.

— SOURCE: agday.org

{ 0] the area farmers
for your hard work

| NEW HAMPTON RED POWER

2205 240th Street, New Hampton
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www.redpowerteam.com

CREAMERY, INC
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Federal Tax Credit 26% < lowa Tax Credit 5.2%
checkout: GeothermalForAll.com

Pictured L to R: Conner Whalen, Kevin Knox, Larry Leliefeld,
Scott Fairchild, Reed Carlson, Dan Gibbs & Bob Blake. Not pictured: Jon Halverson

Full Service Geothermal Loop

Installation and Service
P.O. Box 401, Decorah, IA 52101
Ph: 563.382.0300 Fax: 563.382.0305

SHOP LOCATION:
407 2nd Avenue SW, Cresco, 1A 52136 www.geo-inc.com
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Lobby Hours & Drive Up Window Service
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Call 641-229-8500

Join New Hampton’s True Community Bank
Your Neighbor, Your Friend, Your Bank
FDIE 923 North Linn Ave., New Hampton =
641-229-8500 « www.mysecuritystate.com
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AG DOES MORE THAN BRING FOOD TO THE TABLE

The Agriculture Council of America
(ACA) has announced the 2021 National
Ag Day video and written essay winners.

The winners were chosen based on the
theme: How American Agriculture Brings
Food to the Table. The theme presented
an opportunity for high school students to
address how agriculture brings everyone
together by feeding a growing population.

Entrants chose to either write an essay
or create a video. A first-place written win-
ner and a video winner were selected.

“CHS has long supported rural youth
education and leadership programs and
we are proud to give this year’s essay
contest winners a platform that lets them
share their ideas with a broader audience,”
said CHS Inc. Marketing Communications
Director Annette Degnan said. She also
serves on the Agriculture Council of
America board.

The national written essay winner, Jaxon
Rauber of High Point, North Carolina,
receives a $1,000 prize and will read his
winning essay at the virtual Ag Day event
today (Tuesdsay). The contest also named
two merit winners who receive $100 and
blog posts featuring their essays.

The Ag Day Essay Contest is sponsored
by CHS Inc., National Association of Farm
Broadcasting and Farm Progress.

Founded in 1973, National Ag Day
encourages every American to understand
how food and fiber products are produced;
appreciate the role agriculture plays in
providing safe, abundant and affordable
products; value the essential role of agricul-

ture in maintaining a strong economy and
acknowledge and consider career oppor-
tunities in the agriculture, food and fiber
industry.

This year’s winning essay follows:

My great-grandfather was an ag teach-
er in western New York. By the time I
arrived, he had long since retired. His
hands were strong, and seemed perma-
nently stained with the earth.

When I was young, he would put us
to work picking strawberries and green
beans from the garden, or cracking piles
of walnuts. He would walk us out back to
feed the cows and goats in the neighbor’s
pasture. Sometimes he would teach us
about the trees, advising us how to tell the
difference between white oak and black
oak. Friends stopped by to visit and often
came baring gifts from their own crops.

My great-grandmother worked magic
in a small farmhouse kitchen as she pre-
pared a mouth-watering spread with all
that we had gathered.

I feel fortunate to have had these early
experiences. We all know food brings
everyone to the table, but agriculture
makes it all happen.

Agriculture has evolved significantly
over time, from its simplistic beginnings,
which allowed people to begin settling in
communities, to modern practices of ver-
tical farming and the use of robotics and
drones.

According to recent studies, precision
agriculture allows farmers more accu-
rate techniques for planting and growing

It all starts
on a farm

Ag week salutes the working men and women who
are involved in the business of agriculture. Farmers
gamble on the weather, brave the elements, and
work long, hard hours to produce the food we all
need. We salute the farmers in the area.

affordable.

New Hampton

Electrce

207 East Main Street
New Hampton, IA 50659
www.newhamptonelectric.com

641-394-2187

American’s enjoy a food supply
that is abundant and

Thank a farmer!

HOMETOWN TV & APPLIANCE

“Where Service Always Comes First”
Marv Winter - 13 W. Main, New Hampton * 641-394-2171
www.hometowntvappliance.com

crops, which in turn increases efficiency
and cost management. (Ku). This focus on
advancing farming practices is essential,
as our population continues to increase.

By the year 2050, farmers will have
to produce 70% more food to feed our
growing population. (Shearing). The role
of technology in agriculture is now more
important than ever to meet the demands
of the future.

Whereas the advancements in agricul-
tural practices have allowed for more
efficient food production, a growing focus
on healthy, clean eating has increased the
demand for food.

In addition to grocery store purchases,
many people and restaurants are buying
more produce at local farmers markets.

According to the USDA, the number of

registered farmers markets nearly dou-
bled in a decade, reaching almost 8,700
in 2016 and leveled off just shy of 8,800
in 2019. (Maixner). Healthy eating habits
are dependent upon the ability to access a
wide variety of nutritious food, solidifying
that agriculture is essential to our health
and well-being.

While the world of agriculture is in a
state of exciting technological advances
that strive to meet the needs of our grow-
ing population, it is important that we
not forget the vital roots of its existence.
Agriculture not only brings food to the
table, it brings family and friends. It builds
tradition and reminds us of the impor-
tance of simplicity in life and the signifi-
cance of those who share it.

The pigeon uninitiated
might be asking how one trains
pigeons?

“Wherever a baby pigeon
sees its first sunlight,” he said,
“that’s the place that they’re
always going to think of as
home. So you start by going a
little ways out, releasing them
and then make sure they go
home. And then you just move
farther and farther out.”

Trust us, the kid’s done his
research. His mom has a friend
in Wisconsin, for example, who
is a professional pigeon racer.

“They can go like a 1,000
miles and they can get up to
like 80, 90 miles per hour,” Ely
said. “I mean seriously, I looked
it up. Scientists have studied
them and they actually have
really high IQs and adapt to
things pretty fast.”

And while the 11-year-old
isn’t thinking about becoming
a professional pigeon racer, he
said he wouldn’t mind one day
“doing a few races” just for fun.

For now, though, he’s going
to continue to work to give

Fifth-grader focused
on building his flock

those celebrating a wedding or
mourning the loss of a loved
one something special — the
release of birds that, albeit
smaller, look like doves.

Ely has already tasted success
when it comes to pigeons. At the
2020 Chickasaw County 4-H
and FFA Achievement Show,
one of his pigeons claimed the
grand champion of the fair’s
poultry show.

“That was pretty cool,” he
said. “I've been going to the fair
since I was a little kid and that’s
the first time anyone brought
a pigeon. And it won, can you
believe that?”

As for the longterm future?
Suhr wants to follow in his par-
ents’ footsteps and farm.

But he also said he’ll “proba-

bly need a side job.”
That, however, is years
away.

Right now, he’s focused on
feeding and watering his grow-
ing flock, and he’s appreciative
of his parents’ support.

“Yeah, if we lived in town, I
don’t think mom would have let
me do this,” he said, “but you
can do so much on a farm.”

Photo courtesy of Lavonne Suhr

Ely Suhr “bands” one of his white pigeons Sunday after-
noon in the trailer-turned-coop on his family’s farm.

Today, the average farmer feeds 155
people. In 1960, it was 26 people.
Thank you farmers for food that
brings everyone to the table.

(dIIQUEST of New Hampton
'r Locally Owned
2 N. Linn Ave., New Hampton e 641-394-2114

New Hampton Auto Body & Trailer Sales

421 E. Main St., New Hampton - 641-394-3014
Saluting Farmers Dedicated
to Iowa Agriculture

for everything!

Thank you

“ Your Authorized

| Dealer for @

Engmeered Tarping Solutions
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PREMIER PARTS

—— INCORPORATED —

115 W. Spring St.
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PIONEER

Your cooperative providing growing
opportunities for producers and consumers
at locations across northern lowa and
southern Minnesota

Committed to be the full-service provider of choice,
enhancing the success of our customers,
team and communities.
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516 W. Milwaukee
New Hampton, |A
(641) 394-3000

Charles Clty 641-715-1203

Area Locations:
Clermont « Randalia « Sumner
Arlington « Maynard « Winthrop
Oelwein « Elgin - NAPA-Greene
Marble Rock « Rudd « Rockford
Manly - Grafton « Northwood
Carpenter - Myrtle - London

ar
Viafield

Serving all your Agronomy

Marv & Zip's Repair
412 West Milwaukee

Supportlng aII' "
areas of agriculture!

OUR GRATITUDE

% F COMMUNITY
» INSURANCE

OF IOWA

Joel Rochford & Mike Winter

YOUR FORTITUDE

Feeding the world requires the strength of a farmer. We thank
local farmers and celebrate your hard work on National Ag Day.
Learn more at agday.org. Trust in Tomorrow.®

S GRINNELL

MUTUAL.

Energy, Feed & Grain needs

www.viafield.com

New Hampton, IA « 641-394-3060
www.marvandzips.com

22 N. Linn, New Hampton + 641-394-2121

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnel{ Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2021.
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Photo courtesy of Dennis Pagel

Bringing some ‘cute’ ag
to the classroom

A visit by Nashua High School alum Joanne Tupper
and a few of her family farm’s piglets has become an
annual event in Dennis Pagel’s fourth-grade class-
room at New Hampton Elementary School.

And the kids, for the most part, love it. Sure, there
are a few who aren’t quite sure if they want to hold the
baby pigs, but most ... well, they can’t wait to check
them out.

Joanne and her husband, Larry, are Pagel’s Ag
in the Classroom partners, and each year, Joanne
shares information about the “pork” side of their
farm, and while the piglets are the highlight, Tupper
also gives the students a first-hand lesson in the
importance of math and how it's used in the real
world, especially in agriculture.

lowa ag secretary touts ‘Choose lowa’ contest

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig
invites school students to participate in the
2021 Choose Iowa Calendar Contest hosted
by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship.

The artwork should feature at least one
aspect of Iowa agriculture — food, livestock,
crops or renewable fuels, for example.

Submissions will be judged on creativity
and the ability to connect agriculture to
everyday life.

Entries must be postmarked or emailed
to the department by June 1, to be con-
sidered for the 2021-2022 Choose Iowa
calendar.

The winning artists will be honored by

Secretary Naig during an award ceremony
held on Tuesday, Aug. 17, in the Agriculture
Building during the 2021 Iowa State Fair.
Their submissions will also be included
in the Choose Iowa calendar that will be
distributed online at Chooselowa.com and
at the department’s booth in the Varied
Industries Building during the State Fair.
“I encourage students of all ages and
backgrounds to participate in the Choose
Iowa calendar contest. It’s a great oppor-
tunity to learn about food production, the
broader agriculture community, and the
profound impact it has on our state,” Naig
said. “Through this process, I hope stu-
dents will realize there are a variety of

career opportunities in agriculture, right
here in our state.”

Students 18-years-old or younger are
invited to participate. Pictures should be
drawn in a horizontal orientation using
only black lines on plain white, 8.5 by
11-inch paper.

The pictures should not be colored in.
Entries can be emailed to communica-
tions@iowaagriculture.gov or mailed to
the Iowa Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship, Coloring Calendar, 502
E oth St., Des Moines, Iowa, 50319. Each
submission should include an entry form,
which lists the artist’s name, age, school,
hometown and contact information.

Technology plays key role in American agriculture

Modern industry is driven
by technology. Advancements
in technology have changed
how business is conducted,
with some industries undergo-
ing dramatic changes since the
dawn of the 21st century.

While agriculture might
not be the first industry peo-
ple think of when reflecting on
the changing nature of indus-
try, The National Institute of
Food and Agriculture notes that
modern farms are vastly dif-
ferent than those from a few
decades ago.

Farmers have long relied on
technology to make their oper-
ations as efficient, productive
and profitable as possible.

Precision agriculture, which
refers to technological advances
designed to propel agriculture
into the modern, computerized
and information-based world,
is helping the agricultural sec-
tor become more profitable and
efficient while also improving

safety and making agriculture
more eco-friendly.

In addition, the NIFA notes
that the modern agricultural
industry employs technology
such as robots, temperature
and moisture sensors, aerial
images, and global positioning
systems.

If it sounds complicated,
that’s because it is. For exam-

ple, modern sensors can detect
soil conditions, potentially pro-
ducing hundreds of readings
per second. These sensors help
farmers know the best possible
time to plant seeds so they can
reach their full potential. That
improves both the efficiency of
modern farms as well as their
output.

The NIFA also notes that

Droud Lo Support Our

agricultural technology has
reduced waste.

For instance, thanks to agri-
cultural technology, farmers no
longer have to apply water, fer-
tilizers and pesticides uniformly
across entire fields. Technology
has shown that farmers can
simply target specific areas or
even treat individual plants dif-
ferently.

We celebrate the farmers and

That saves time and allows
farmers to use only minimal
quantities of water, fertilizer and
pesticides. In addition, according
to the NIFA, employing agricul-
tural technology in this fashion
leads to higher crop productiv-
ity and reduces runoff of chem-
icals into rivers and groundwa-
ter, thereby reducing the farm’s
impact on local ecosystems.

producers who work tirelessly to put
food on our fables. Thank you for
everything you do to cultivate the
abundance provided by Agriculture!

American Agriculture is Amazing!
Just about everything we eat, wear and
use comes from our local farmers.
Thanks for your hard work!

Area Farmers

s SAVIN,
e Csg

Mon - Thurs:7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. PO Box B, 103 3rd St.
Friday:7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m: -~ Frederika, 1A 50631
Saturd :30 a.m,<11:00 a.m,  ———————
i £ VAR ? 888-428-5808
frederikabank.com

FarMersMuruai

& HAILINSUBANCE COMPANY
P, NS 1)/

orlowa

Farmers Mutual Hail

Insurance Company of lowa

Insurance
Associates of Lawler

Working together to meet your insurance NEEDS!
Two locations to serve you.
John Cuvelier, Renee Throndson, Bob Vrzak,
& Tara Pesek - Agents
402 E. Grove St., Lawler ¢ 563-238-5131

120 W. Main St., Fredericksburg ® 563-237-5151

Stanton Electric
618 N. Sherman. New Hampton

-394-3068
S -

641
7

Ghickasaw Gounty Pork Producers

Salute and thank all involved in the Agriculture
Industry! It's a pleasure working with you!

Now and every day is a great day to celebrate
all involved in the Agriculture Industry!

Successfid farmers. Enviched lives.

IDWA
PDFIK.

PRODUCERS
ASSOCIATION

\O)

~N BUTLER
BREMER

COMMUNICATIONS
Your Connection to the World

319-276-4458
butler-bremer.com

@%ge Fs

National Ag Week recognizes the abundance
provided by American Agriculture.
Help celebrate all those in the agriculture industry!

1930 N Linn Drive, New Hampton
641-394-3744 e www.agvantagefs.com

Associate N

American Gold
Key Members

State Degree
Members

* John Kramer
e Rausch Brothers Trucking, lonia
e Omega Machine Tool Inc.
e L & R Manufacturing
o First Citizens Natl. Bank
e New Hampton Metal Fab.
e Jim & Sue Eggerichs
¢ Countryside Vet
o First Security Bank & Trust, lonia
e Luana Savings Bank
* New Hampton Vet Clinic
* H&R Block
e Security State Bank
e Emily & Joshua Schwickerath
 Holschlag Bin Sales
e Marv & Zips Repair Inc.
e Conway Markham Funeral
Home
® Heartland Crop Pro Tech -
Rich Drilling
$100+

e Jim and Sandra Russ
* New Hampton Red Power

e Vision Crop Consulting -
Tony Utley

 Reicherts Carpentry
 Fidelity Bank & Trust
e Riverside Feeds, LLC.

© Mic’s Plumbing & Heating -
Mic Shekleton

« Eye Care Associates * Bank lowa

® Zieglar Cat

* Elma Locker & Grocery Inc.
* NAPA

$200+

Chapter Degree
Members

o Chickasaw Mutual Insurance Assn
® HRS LLC Surveying

® New Hampton Auto Body
® Nosbisch Insurance

® Schueth Ace Hardware

® Hassman Construction

e | & S Supply & Rental

® Pat Finnegan Construction
® Tri/Mark Corp.

o Geerts Plumbing & Heating
e Country Carpentry

e Mike & Denise Webster

embership

Members

o Stanton Electric

e C & D Rentals - Chip &
Darlene

e Mitko LLC.
e The Pub at the Pinicon
 Trailer RV Ranch

e Croell Redi-Mix

© KCZE Voice of the Chickasaws
e New Hampton Tribune

e Hometown TV & Appliance

e Sandy Sign Shop
$50+

Greenhand Degree

¢ Dungey’s Furniture & Gifts

Platinum
Members

e Mid-Tech Services Inc.

e Melissa Lea Reicks
Foundation

* R&R Welding

Thank you for your Membership and support towards FFA Scholarships & Leadership Activities

506 W. Milwaukee Street, New Hampton
641-394-3029 e www.iowafarmbureay.com

| CHICKASAW
COUNTY FARM BUREAU |

PEOPLE. PROGRESS. PRIDE." i
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Awards go to those
who helped feed
lowans in pandemic

Towa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig
recently announced the recipients of the
2021 Secretary’s Iowa Ag Leader Awards,
which are given to people and organiza-
tions that make exceptional contributions
to the state’s agriculture community.

This year’s honorees include the Iowa
Food Bank Association and the Iowa State
University Meats Laboratory for their
extraordinary efforts to help livestock
producers overcome supply chain disrup-
tions and feed hungry Iowans during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The ISU Meats Lab, the Iowa Food Bank
Association and its six regional food banks,
played vital roles in the state’s food security
initiatives, including Pass the Pork, Beef Up
Iowa and Turkey to Table. These programs
were developed by the Governor’s Feeding
Iowans Task Force in 2020, in part, to help
livestock producers market their protein
when the COVID-19 pandemic reduced
meat processing capacity at the state’s large
processing facilities.

The programs strengthened the local
food chain by connecting Iowa pork, beef
and turkey producers with the Iowa Food
Bank Association who served the donated
meals to Iowans in need.

“Our partners at the ISU Meats Lab and
Towa Food Bank Association embody the
spirit of the Secretary’s Iowa Ag Leader
Award. When times got tough, these groups
found creative solutions to help livestock
producers and food insecure Iowans who
were going through a very difficult time,”
said Secretary Naig. “I am pleased to be
able to acknowledge and thank them for
their hard work and contributions to the
Feeding Iowans food security programs.”

Towa State University Meats Laboratory
— Secretary’s Iowa Ag Leader Award for
Leadership in Collaboration

The Iowa State University Meats Lab
received the Secretary’s Iowa Ag Leader
Award for Leadership in Collaboration.

When the COVID-19 pandemic limited
the state’s meat processing capacity, the
ISU Meats Lab re-opened its doors and
started processing Iowa-grown pork and
beef from local producers. These actions
provided needed relief for producers who
were struggling to market their livestock
and gave the ISU Meats Science students

invaluable hands-on experience and train-
ing.

“Towa State University serves Iowans.
We provide world-class teaching and train-
ing in animal and meat science,” said Dr.
Dan Thomson, chair of the Iowa State
University Department of Animal Science.
“While many times our teaching focus is on
science with practice, this project allowed
us to teach our students meat science while
serving humanity. It connected us with the
beef and pork industries on a daily basis
and it connected us to the food pantries
that work so hard to help those in need. We
have the facilities, the people and we care.
It was a highlight of our year.”

The Iowa Food Bank Association and
its regional partners — Food Bank of
Siouxland, Food Bank for the Heartland,
Food Bank of Iowa, Northeast Iowa Food
Bank, HACAP Food Reservoir and River
Bend Foodbank — received the Secretary’s
Towa Ag Leader Award for Leadership in
Community.

During a period of unprecedented food
insecurity, the Iowa Food Bank Association
worked alongside the Governor’s Feeding
Towan’s Task Force, Iowa Department of

Phto cur‘tesy of lowa Dpartment of gricultur
lowa Agriculture Secretary Mike Naig (left) presents the lowa State University
Meats Lab with the 2021 lowa Ag Leader Award.

Agriculture and Land Stewardship, ISU
Meats Laboratory and producer-led agri-
culture groups to deliver pork, beef, turkey,
dairy and eggs to its regional food banks.

“On behalf of the Feeding America food
banks serving Iowans, our deepest appre-
ciation goes to all who have made the Pass
the Pork, Beef Up Iowa and Turkey to Table
programs a reality,” said Linda Gorkow,
executive director of the Iowa Food Bank
Association.

“These innovative initiatives are making
an impact to ensure essential protein is
available to thousands of Iowans in need
of food assistance. The pandemic resulted
in double-digit increases in the number of
Towans in need of food. The Pass the Pork,
Beef Up Iowa and Turkey to Table pro-
grams exemplify the strong spirit, caring
hearts and hard work of Iowans helping to
nourish one another during a time of crisis
due to the pandemic.”

To date, the ISU Meats Lab has pro-
cessed 201,201 pounds of ground beef and
pork for the Governor’s Feeding Iowans
programs, which provides 804,804 serv-
ings of Iowa-grown protein for the Iowa

Iowa: An agriculture
powerhouse

Here is where Iowa ranks
among all U.S. state in agri-
cultue:

FIRST

» Animal Products Export
Value

« Commercial Hog
Slaughter

» Commercial Red Meat
Production

« Corn Export Value

« Corn for Grain
Production

« Egg Production

» Hogs and Pigs Inventory

» Hogs and Pigs Value

« Feeds and Other Grains
Export Value

« Field and Miscellaneous
Crops Value

« Total Layer Inventory

« Capacity of Off-Farm
Storage Facilities

« Capacity of On-Farm
Storage Facilities

« Pig Crop

« Pork Export Value

« Principal Crops
Harvested Acreage

» Sows Farrowed

« Total Capacity of
Storage Facilities

SECOND

« Cash Receipts

» Farm Production
Expenditures

e Net Farm Income

« Soybean Export Value

» Soybean Production

« Total Value of
Agricultural Exports

THIRD
» Milk Goat Inventory
« Number of Farms

« Principal Crops Total
Value
FOURTH
« Beef Export Value
« Cash Rent per Acre for
Cropland
« Cattle on Feed
Inventory, January 1
« Steers 500 Lbs and over
Inventory
FIFTH
« Corn for Silage
Production
« Oat Production
SEVENTH
« All Cattle and Calves
Inventory
« All Cattle and Calves
Value
« Average Value of
Cropland
« Number of USDA
Certified Organic Farms
« Turkeys Raised
EIGHTH
« Alfalfa Hay Production
NINTH
+ Cheese Production
+ Sheep Shorn
« Total Lamb Crop
« Total Market Sheep &
Lambs Inventory
TENTH
« Calf Crop
«Land in Farms
« All Sheep and Lambs
Inventory
« Total Breeding Sheep &
Lambs Inventory
» Wool Production
SOURCE: United States
Department of Agriculture
National Agricultural
Statistics Service

Food Bank Association.
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INSURANCE AGENCY

Representing Floyd County Mutual
104 Bradford Parkway * Nashua

800.932.4801°641.435.4313
www.peoples-insurance.com

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF:
WAVERLY - ALTA VISTA - CRESCO - TRIPOLI - NASHUA - WATERLOO

s On National Ag Day,
i thank a farmer for

all they do!

®

319-267-2726 | 521 N. Main St., Allison | www.butlerrec.coop

Butler County REC

Your Touchstone Energy® Cooperative m

The food you eat, the clothes you wear,
the fuel that transports us is a part of
your life because of Agriculture!

NATIONAL AG WEEK
MARCH 21-27, 2021

@3 Plalnﬁeld Veterinary Service

302 Main St., Plainfield, 1A 50666 - 319-276-4406
Mon-Fri 7am-5pm, Sat. 8am-12 pm - plainfieldclarksvillevet.com

PARTS
SALES
SERVICE

ZIEGLER

641.394.4226
www.zieglerag.com

lowa farmers and livestock producers grow

and raise livestock to provide many choices
for families at each meal. National Ag Week
celebrates the choices available to us each day!

Happy Ag Week'
Thank you farmers for your hard work and dedlcatlon
for the Ag Industry that feeds and fuels the world

301 Greenwood Ave. » Nashua, IA 50658 o 641 -435-4825

We calate our area Famers and
agriealtare indugtry for their
contributiong to ouar commuanity!

Happy National Ag Week!
Thank you farmers for all your

ELMA LOCKER & GROCERY, Inc.

NATIONAL

Farm to Table Facility

Full line of fresh and smoked meat products, meat
“| and cheese case, kitchen with broasted chicken and
meals to go, groceries, beer, liquor and pop.

Reicks View Farmg

Families Feeding Families

Check out our competitive grain bids at:
L https:/Ireicksviewfarms.com/grain-receiving/

hard work throughout the year.
Three Generations

One Tradition

Rausct Broos. Trucking

1521 220th Street, lonia ® 641-394-4384

When You Invest In Agriculture -
You Invest In America!

Visit with one of our
experienced lenders
for all your ag
lending needs!

Let David Riha,Ryan
Busta, Lori Gebel, Dan
Kuboushek, and Dick
Horne help you plan
for your financial needs
now and in the future.

Cimizens SAvinGs Bank i

109 N, Main St., 101 Church St., 104 4th St. N.W,, ember
Protivin, IA Spillville, IA Fort Atkinson, TA FDI@
LENDER  (563)569-8779 (563)362-3674 (563)334-7211

Locally Owned Bank since 1908! www.bankingwithesb.com

AgWeek is a good time to reflect and be
thankful for American Agriculture!

Drying e Storage * Handling

Sukup has your solution and
a full line of products for
your needs.

g =g = &
BN Pr— = ._“i__‘

SUkup>

Joe Holschlag, Owner

HﬂlSCHI.AE
BIN SAI- Es-~= 641-394-3057

Locally Owned Sales & Service Since 1968 www.grainbinsales.com
2196 250th St., New Hampton - 4 Miles South of New Hampton

 Call us to schedule your butchering. Officially Inspected Facility.

Processed Meat Pickup Hours: Mon .-Fri. 7am-5:30pm; Sat. 7am-12pm
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 6:30am-7:00pm; Sat. 6:30am-4pm
Kitchen Hours: Mon -Fri. 6:30am-4pm (last order at 3:45 pm) fo‘l
Sat. 6:30am-12pm (last order at 11:45am)

100 Grant St., Elma, IA 50628 ¢ 641-393-2287 « www.elmalocker.com

Show Your Appreciation for the Farmers
and Producers That Feed the World
During Ag Week!

March 21-27, 2021

“Where Community Matters”

401 Main St.,
S — NaShua, Iowa Member
First State Bank =5 041-435-4943

WE PROUDLY SUPPORT OUR LOCAL
FARMERS BY SERVING ALL
LOCALLY SOURCED BEEF & PORK.

2205 S. Linn Ave. | New Hampton, IA | (641)394-4430
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WANTED!!

In Running or Non-Running
Condition.
Call 563-608-9754

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or
visit RefrigerantFinders.com.

ALUMACRAFT, CRESTLINER
BOATS
YAMAHA, MERCURY OUTBOARDS
STARK'’S PRICE IS BEST
PH 608-326-2478

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190
channels and 3 months free premium
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (MCN)

LIFE ALERT One press of a button
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home and
on the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS.
FREE First Aid Kit (with subscrip-
tion.) CALL 844-646-2333 FREE
Brochure. (MCN)

r —

CRP SEED MIXES!

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power outages and
power your home. Full installation
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no
obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
475-2179

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.
1-844-316-8876. (MCN)

WESLEY FINANCIAL Group, LLC
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free
informational package and learn how
to get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-326-1608. (MCN)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $64.99/mo plus
taxes for 12months. Premium Chan-
nels at No Charge for One Year!
Anytime, anywhere. Some restric-
tions apply. W/ 24-mo. agmt (TV
price higher in 2nd year.) Regional
Sports Fee up to $8.49/mo. is extra
& applies. Call IVS 1-866-387-0621.
(MCN)

Looking for very careful customer-driven drill operators
| with their own medium size tractors to pull our seed drills. |

| PRAIRIE S e

| SEED FARMS

CRP MIXES - WILDFLOWERS - PRAIRIE GRASSES

We have been harvesting |
prairie seed in Southern lowa

and Northern Missouri and |
providing lowa and Missouri
CRP mixes since 1987. |

I_641 -766-6790 e John@prairieseedfarms.com_I

PK

DWEST

P&K Midwest, your local John Deere dealer
in SUMNER is hiring
LARGE ENGINE AG TECHNICIANS
and
SMALL ENGINE TECHNICIANS

Duties include performing diagnostics, service repairs
and maintenance work. Experience working on
equipment is required.

Join our team and you will receive a competitive wage
including an incentive package! Additionally, we offer
a comprehensive benefit package that is effective within

the first 30 days of employment and a 401K match!

Apply online at www.pkmidwest.com, stop by to
complete an application or submit resume by e-mail to

hr @pkmidwest.com or mail to:
P&K Midwest - Human Resources
P.O. Box 2655 » Waterloo, IA 50704

FREE COLLEGE
FINANCING

INFO

Paying for college can be confusing

The free college financing
information kit can help.

Visit www.lowaStudentLoan.org/
CollegeKit to request your free copy.

I
I

IOWA
STUDENTLOAN

www.lowaStudentLoan.org/CollegeKit

JENSEN

With the rising fuel prices, predatory lease terms and high
taxes as an Owner Operator, working as a company driver with
Jensen Transport is a great place to continue your career until

retirement. Even then, we offer part time work until you truly
decide its time to quit chasing the sunsets and relax in the
golden years of full retirement.
100% paid benefits * Assigned trucks * 401k Match

APPLY NOW! www.jensentransport.com

Call Tim Jensen for an Interview today 1-800-772-1734

Administrative Assistant

The Chickasaw County Engineer’s office is accepting
applications for an Administrative Assistant. Applications
and job descriptions are available at the Office of Chickasaw
County Engineer or online at www.chickasawcoia.org.

Applications must be in the Chickasaw County Engineer’s
Office, Courthouse, 8 E.Prospect, New Hampton, lowa
on or before 4:30 p.m., April 9th, 2021.

THE FLOYD MITCHELL CHICKASAW COUNTY LANDFILL
IS TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR THE POSITION OF:

LANDFILL

-

5

-

» Heavy equipment operator required to get
Landfill Operator Certificate.

* Mechanical experience is a plus.
* The ability to work in all environments.
* Must be able to pass physical and drug test
Pick up applications at FMC Landfill and must be

filled out and returned to the FMC Landfill by
2:30 p.m. on Friday , April 2nd, 2021.

 The Floyd Mitchell ChickasfWCotntylLantiill is an EOE, . €™

SNSRI

WASTE MANAGEMENT

NOW HIRING!

Senior Diesel Truck Technician Mechanic
in Independence, 1A!
$1,000 Sign on Bonus!

Competitive pay, 3 weeks’ vacation,
tool allowance and more!

Requirements:
Must be 18 Years or Older
Four (4) years of relevant work experience
Legally eligible to work in the United States

Call or apply online for
immediate consideration!
1-877-220-5627
careers.wm.com

Equal Opportunity Employer Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran

®

m ANTIQUE ARMS SHOW ﬁ
(]
National Treasures Expo
Open to the Public
Friday, Saturday & Sunday, March 26, 27 & 28
Friday 4-9pm * Saturday 9am-5pm * Sunday 9am-3pm
136 Sinsinawa, East Dubuque, IL

) BATTLEFIELD GUNS Nol-

6“?55\0\\ od) Buy ° Sell » Trade I/SI/Y gﬂl}
“:,\\s e Pre-1898 U sy oy
\

CUSTER BATTLEFIELD GUNS
from the Battle of Little Big Horn

Arms attributed to:
Tom Custer, Doc Holliday, James B. Hickok, Jesse James & Emmett Dalton

INDIAN WAR GUNS
% Call Mark for Private Viewing Appointments )
i 563-590-4248

STOPPING HIV
STIGMA MATTERS

When people are afraid of experiencing
discrimination, they are less likely to be
tested or treated for HIV.

LET'S STOP HIV |ﬁ|T\?P
IOWA

TOGETHER

#StopHIVTogether

4 Log Home kits selling for BALANCE OWED, FREE DELIVERY 8

ESTATE SALE - LOG HOMES

PAY THE BALANCE OWED ONLY!!

AMERICAN LOG HOMES IS ASSISTING JUST RELEASED OF
ESTATE & ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT ON HOUSES.

1) Mode! # 101 Carolina ~$40,840...BALANCE OWED $17,000
) Model # 203 Georgia ~ $49,500.,BALANCE OWED $19,950 ™
3) Model #305 Biloxi~ $36,625., BALANCE OWED $14,500 _. '

4) Model # 403 Augusta  $42,450.,BALANCE OWED $16,500=

BEFORE CALLING: VIEW at www.loghomedream.com
Click on House Plans

NEW - HOMES HAVE NOT BEEN MANUFACTURED

+ Make any plan design changes you desire!

+ Comes with Complete Building Blueprints &
Construction Manual

+ Windows, Doors, and Roofing not included BBB
+ NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY! At Rating

...,M‘.

StopHIViowa.org

*OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO AMERICAN LOG HOME DEALERS*

SERIOUS ONLY REPLY. Call (704) 602-3035 ask for Accounting Dept

HELP WANTED

Schueth Ace Hardware is looking for full-time
and part-time help at both our New Hampton
and Charles City locations.

* Hardware, Plumbing & Electrical Experience preferred.
« Outstanding Customer Service Skills

We offer Competitive Wages, IRA, Paid Vacation
and Employee Discount.

Please send resume to Schueth Ace Hardware

6 W. Main St., New Hampton, IA 50659
or stop in and talk to Doug, Jackie or Shirl

MCE =t

Since 1922

HARDWARE

60-60-60
SALE!
Ld

60% OFF

INSTALLATIONY

60 MONTHS
0 % INTEREST

»
. K ‘ Senior; Military, & Previous
/ Gustomer Discounts!

$60

WALMART GIFT CARD

T Ay '

WINDOWS & BATHS

CALLTODAY! (877)-990-0707
www.madcitybaths.com

IO S e T ) (B S S D S B O B ST e, A e i
shoy available wit ha

$15/hour;StartingWage::
Add Differential Pay, for
PMs & Nights

SIGN ON BONUS

We offer competitive wages, a complete benefit package
including paid vacation, double pay holidays, Health,

Life, and Disability Insurance, Flex Spending Accounts for
medical and child care, Pay Advance Program, and more.

Contact Lacey at 641-394- 3151

LINN HAVEN

REHAB & HEALTHCARE
530 S. Linn Ave. * New Hampton, [A 50659

‘Where Caring Makes the Difference” pog

RETAIL ADVISOR

Due to an upcoming retirement, First Security Bank & Trust
has an opening for a part time Retail Advisor in our Ionia location.

This person will provide a full range of banking services with
emphasis on person financial needs.

» Competitive pay and excellent benefit package offered
* Health and dental insurance

* 401(k) and Company Match

* Profit Sharing

* PTO

Desired Qualifications: High school diploma or equivalent
required. 6 months’ cash handling and customer contact preferred.

For more information, please visit our website
www.lstsecuritybank.com.

To be considered please apply as soon as possible:

Submit cover letter and resume to : First Security Bank &
Trust. Attn: Human Resources. 809 Clark Street, PO Box 577,
Charles City, IA 50616. Or stop in to any of our locations to
complete an application.

(\\\‘ FIRST SECURITY

Equal Opportunity Employer ~ Member FDIC

SERWING AGRICULTURE & INGUSTRY SINCE 1743

Pipe Fitter/ Services Tech

Immediate opening for a Pipefitter/Construction
Services Tech to work in a crew setting installing/
servicing propane & ammonia systems.

. *
Requirements: Benefit Offerings:
« Excellent Mechanical Troubleshooting Skills « Hourly Earnings Based
o Welding Experience Preferred on Work Experience
But Not Required « Vacation Pay (Eligiblie for 2 week
o CDL Preferred But Not Required vacation after 90-day probation period)
« Technical Aptitude & Great Attitude « Holiday Pay (6 Paid Holidays/Year)

« Neat, Clean Appearance « Employee Elective Benefits (AFLAC)
« High School Diploma/GED « Employees are Paid Weekly

« Ability to Pass Towa DOT Physical, Via Direct Deposit

Drug & Alcohol Test

« Ability to Work Extended Hours

« Ability to Accomodate Some Overnight Work Travel

Please Contact our office @ (641) 394-5552

Email Resume to officec@NewHamptonRepair.com
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One day at a time adds up
to a sober quarter of a century

I've got to be honest, I really don’t
remember much about what was happen-
ing in the world in early 1996 in general
and on March 23, 1996, in particular.

I had to look it up, actually. And here’s
what I found out.

Celine’s Dion “Because You Loved
Me” moved to No. 1 on =
the Billboard Top 100
charts, finally dislodging
“One Sweet Day” by
Boyz IT Men and Mariah
Carey, which had been
the No. 1 song in the
land since Dec. 2.

“The Birdcage,”
one of the few Robin

Bob Fenske

Williams’ movies I hav-

en’t seen, was the top has beem
movie in the land while the editor of
“ER,” “Seinfeld” and the Nashua
“Friends” were in the Reporter since
midst of a heck of a bat- 2010, and he
tle to be the No. 1 show caSyb:nl;z?lc:ted
for t}}e 1995-96 season. editor@nhtrib.
NBC’s emergency room com.

drama won the title,
besting the two comedies that also aired
on the network.

I mean I knew Bill Clinton was pres-
ident and that Bob Dole was going to in
all likelihood be the Republican nominee
for that fall’s general election. I knew the
Olympics were coming up that summer in
Atlanta. I mean

I wasn'’t totally brain dead.

But I was a drunk.

When Saturday, March 23, 1996,
dawned (and I use that word very loosely
because in my drinking days, noon was,
in my world, dawn), I didn’t know it but
my life would forever change that day.

In many ways, it was a typical start to
a typical Bob Fenske day. My head hurt,
I wasn’t exactly sure what had happened
the night before and I told myself, as I
had every day since I had relapsed “for
good” in late December, that “this has to
stop.”

My apartment was a mess. My life was
a mess.

I dragged my butt out of bed, walked
into the bathroom and something had
changed.

I just gave up. Right there, right then
all T wanted to do was die.

I had put together 18 months of sobri-
ety that ended with that relapse on my
birthday in October 1996. After that
night, I didn’t drink for a month. I was
cured. I mean if I got drunk just once a
month, I was normal, right? Absolutely,
alcoholism told me.

It’s a disease that lies its you know
what off, so I went back out and drank
sometime in November. Then I went two
weeks without picking up a bottle. I mean
who doesn’t get drunk at least every once
two weeks, right? No one, alcoholism told
me.

Then it was a week, then it was a few
days and then by Christmas, I was drink-
ing every day again. You're fine, alco-
holism said, don’t worry about it, and I
freaking listened to the disease.

I broke my rules. I drank alone. I drank
when I got up. I drank at work — running
out to my car to have a little vodka here
and a little whiskey there, topped off by

Anthony Hopkins

[f you're an alcoholic or a drug addict or
something, we flirt with death. We pull ourselves
to the brink of destruction and if we're lucky we

pull ourselves back. We all have that in us.

@ auotelanay

the strongest breath mints I could find.

That March 23 morning I made a plan
to myself out of my misery. I was going
to drive my car — a Ford Aspire — into
a semi-trailer truck. The least I could do
was give my mom and dad my life insur-
ance money. But first I had to clean my
apartment. I couldn’t let my mom see the
squalor I called home. And then I needed
to deliver a letter of recommendation
from Ottumwa to Pella, where one of my
former part-timers was attending Central
College.

I cleaned. I drove to Pella. I delivered
the letter of recommendation to Mary
Bohenke, one of the most idealistic kids I
have ever known. We went for pizza. We
talked. And, somewhere in that conversa-
tion, I decided that life was worth living.
I didn’t want to die anymore. But I also
didn’t want to drink anymore.

I struggled through that night at home.

I never in my life have been so happy for
2 a.m. to roll around because for a few
hours, I couldn’t buy alcohol. I stayed
with friends the next few days and then
drove from Ottumwa to Mason City to
go to the treatment center where I first
admitted I had a problem with alcohol in
April 1994.

I needed someone, anyone, to tell me
what to do next.

The counselors at Prairie Ridge
Addictions Treatment Center helped me
start my sober journey. Hundreds of AA
members kept me on the path for years,
and honestly, I probably need to go back
to those rooms where 12-step meetings
are held but I've had some very close
friends help me make it to today.

A quarter of a century without drink-
ing. I remember going to AA meetings
when I was in treatment and someone

would say they had been sober for 10
years, 20 years, 30 years and I must be
honest: I thought they were lying because
no one could go that long without drink-
ing.

Turns out they weren’t, because holy
crap, if I can go 25 years — trust me, if
you knew me back in my drinking days,
you’d heartily agree — anyone can.

I am not one of those AA members
who is an anti-drinker. I don’t believe in
Prohibition, except for people like me.

If T had continued drinking, T know I'd
be dead by now. Alcoholism, depression
and anxiety — especially as far advanced
as my alcoholism was — add up to a lethal
combination.

It hasn’t been the smoothest ride ever.
I suck at marriage, and I have a o-for-

2 record to prove it. I can’t shake the
depression and have had to take two
“vacations” to deal with it since I sobered
up. I get caught up in all the things I hav-
en’t done in my life, and I do it way too
often. Both my parents have died during
my sobriety. My step-daughter Sam did,
too. The person I care about the most

in the world ... oh hell, the list is long
enough.

None of it has led me to drink.

Without sobriety, I never meet my
first wife. I never have kids. I never move
here. I never get the experiences — the
good ones, the bad ones and the ones in
between — I've had for the past 25 years.

Twenty-five years is a long time. If I've
learned anything in that time it is that
ending this column with “here’s to 25
more years” would be the worst possible
conclusion. It’s a one-day-at-a-time deal.
Period.

Instead, I'll leave it at this: Here’s to
one more sober day.

Nashua-Plainfield coach is
proponent of larger playoffs

FoorsaLL: From 12

offs for the smaller schools, just
because it allows for a little wig-
gle room for a team that maybe
had a key injury or something,
that 16 teams really didn’t,” said
Christensen.

Christensen also stated that
the eight-game regular season
scheduled will also make it
possible to have Friday games
in the playoffs. He said the
Wednesday, Monday, Friday
scheduled round of postseason
games was hard on everybody.

The state expanded the play-
off system in all six classes to
allow 32 teams in 2008. Those
first round games were called
substate games, with that desig-
nation being dropped two years
later. Playoff qualifiers were
lowered back down to 16 teams
in each class in 2016.

This year there will be seven
classes, as the newly formed
Class 5A will feature 36 of the
state’s biggest schools in one
district that determine its play-
off participants via a success
model schedule.

Just 16 teams qualify for the
postseason in the three larger
classes.

Christensen, entering his
second-year at N-P as head
coach after being an assistant
coach at Charles City, is excited
to take on a whole new slew of
opponents. N-P went 1-7 under
his direction in 2020, losing in
the first round of the playoffs
to South Winneshiek, 42-o0. All
teams in the six classes quali-
fied for the postseason in the
COViD-19 truncated campaign.

One matchup that has some
intrigue for Christensen is the
North Tama game. Christensen
is a South Tama High School
grad and was an assistant for
North Tama during one of the
school’s most successful runs in
program history.

“Honestly, I don't know
many of the kids playing any-
more, only a few from the Tama
County Fair. I do still know a
few of the coaches, a couple of
them were players at my time
at North Tama. Actually one is a
former student and player from
Charles City. My parents are
happy that they will have a few
short drives to see us play and
I have other family members
that are excited to see a game as

well,” said Christensen.

N-P played against district
opponents St. Ansgar, Lake
Mills, West Fork, North Butler
and Mason City Newman in
2020. Central Springs and
Postville were non-district
games.

Grundy Center headlines
N-P’s district. The Spartans (11-1)
have played in back-to-back state
championships and are the two-
time defending Class A state run-
ner-up. Christensen said Grundy
Center will lose their leading
rusher to graduation and most
of their offensive line. But the
Spartans do return their quar-
terback and all of their receivers.

Wapsie Valley went 9-2 and
reached the quarterfinal round
of the playoffs last fall, losing
to eventual Class A champ Iowa
City Regina, 32-27. Longtime
WYV coach Tony Foster retired
after this past season and the
Warrior program will be taken
over by his son, Duane Foster.

Hudson finished just 2-6 last
year. The Pirates competed in
Class 1A last year and won a
2018 state title three years ago
in Class A.

AGWSR went 5-4 in 8-Man
competition and BCLUW was
1-7.
BCLUW, located in Conrad
in Marshall County, would be
the longest haul for N-P should
that be an away game. The trip
from Nashua to Conrad is listed
at just over 75 miles one way.

N-P will return both its quar-
terbacks from last season in
juniors Max Hillegas and Tyson
White. Hillegas took over the
play calling duties in the last two
games, while White switched to
tight end.

Junior wide receiver Sam
Fundermann and junior run-
ning back Trey Nelson are
top skill position players that
should be back this fall for N-P.
Junior wide receiver McKade
Munn will also be another play-
er Christensen will count on for
offensive production.

“The boys are excited for
the upcoming season and have
been working to get ready for
the season,” said Christensen.

The state’s first games of
2021 are set to be kicked off
on Thursday, Aug. 26, although
most teams will take the field
for their openers the following
night.

It’s been a tough year for all of us
who filled out NCAA brackets

Bracker: From 1

not be ripped up and thrown
into the trash.

That’s what I'm doing next
year to pick my favorites that
I think will make it far in the
“Dance.” I'm breaking out a
ball cap to select each winner

of every game via a blind draw
— minus the water submersion.
Or maybe I'll call Betty
from San Bernardino for a tip.
Maybe she’ll let me in on her
secret to success and has some
advice she can throw my way.
Roaming rates need not

apply.

& KITCHEN
GADGETS

Ttie Oak Tree, Tuc.
GENERAL STORE

708 Main St. Plainfield
(319) 276-4740

Mon-Fri: 9-5; Sat: 9-1
or by Appointment

AND MORE
18]

Hours:

A Hometown
Community Bank with
over 90 years of service

to the local area.

........ FREDERIKA, IOWA

mmmmmmm

Mon. -Thurs.: 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Fri.: 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Sat.: 7:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

PO Box B * 103 3rd St.* Frederika, IA 50631
319-275-4301 * 888-428-5808 *» www.frederikabank.com

Dine-In or Carry Out
Call 641-228-0797
Mon.-Sat. 11am-2pm
Tues.-Thurs. 5pm-8pm

Fri & Sat 5pm 9pm

R S,L Main Streel;h Nashua ”IAW

A warm, cozy restaurant and
gift shop in downtown Waverly.

We are open for breakfast &

sandwiches and desserts.

We also carry seasonal gifts,
kitchen gadgets and goodies for
just about any occasion

Dine In or Carry Out
Kitchen Closes at 2:00pm
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9-5pm

Fri. & Sat. 8-3pm

- (319) 352-2215

lunch serving homemade soups,

215 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA

From appliances to heating
and cooling, insulation and
weatherization - small changes
can mean big energy savings.

Visit our website for energy-efficiency rebate forms

;% Butler County REC

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative A.T

Our values represent the cooperative difference: Innovation,
Accountability, Integrity, Team Work, Commitment to Community.

(319) 267-2726 or (888) 267-2726
521 N. Main St., Allison - www.butlerrec.coop f

TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

Gateway, tg"_ly_ortheas? Io owa

Your Local Venue for
Wedding Receptions,
Bridal Showers, Rehearsal Suppers

and Graduation Parties.

Seating for up to 125 people. Alcohol friendly.
Beautiful location for outdoor weddings!
Shop for gifts at the Welcome Center Craft Shop.
Items made by 100 different Iowa crafters.

CALL 641-435-4187 © | 10 Amherst Blvd., Nashua, IA

Open Mon.-Sun. 9am-4pm
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Bob Fenske/Reporter

Nashua-Plainfield’s McKade Munn heads up field after making a catch during a game against Postville last fall.

IT’S A WHOLE NEW DISTRICT

HUSKIES WILL BE HEADING SOUTH FOR NEXT TWO FOOTBALL SEASONS

By KeLLY TERPSTRA
Of the Reporter

Punch in the map coordinates on your
GPS and set the speedometer to cruise
control — because the Huskies are headed
south.

Head coach Andrew Christensen and
his Nashua-Plainfield Husky football team
will square off against brand new oppo-
nents in 2021 after the state enacted its
customary two-year district realignment
earlier this month.

That means plenty of tailgate trips to
new venues near and far for football fanat-
ics in every corner of the state.

Exactly when and where those road
destinations will take Husky football fans
to is yet to be determined as the state will
officially set the schedule next month.

N-P does know its six opponents in
Class A, District 3, though.

Those include the likes of traditional
powers Wapsie Valley and Hudson, along
with recent small-school class stalwart
Grundy Center. AGWSR bumps up from
8-Player to join the single “A” 56-team
class and will also compete in N-P’s dis-
trict. BCLUW and North Tama round
out the northern Iowa conglomeration of
teams.

“Overall, T like the district we were put
in. It's nice to see some fresh faces. I know
that N-P had been in that Mason City area
district for a long time. I don't know if the
district we were put in is easier or harder,
but I would maybe say that there are more
unknowns,” said Christensen.

Class A will play eight regular season
games in this new format released by the
Iowa High School Athletic Association on
March 12. That means Class A teams play
six district games and two non-district
tilts.

“Personally, I like what the state did
with classifications. I think overall if you
look at what they did they sort of balanced
out the classes. Class A will be pretty much
the same overall with where the cutoff is,”
said Christensen.

Christensen said North Butler, Central
Springs or either Postville are N-P’s likely
non-district foes.

The kicker in Class A, along with 2A,
1A and 8-Player, is the state has moved
back to allowing 32 qualifiers for the post-
season. That also means if a squad does
not make the cut for the playoffs, they
can schedule a ninth game. Christensen
said one of the reasons he likes playing
that extra game if a team doesn’t make
the postseason is being able to claim lost
revenue through ticket sales.

“I do like 32 teams making the play-

See FoorsaLL, 11

TUESDAY

MONDAY, APRIL 5

4 p.m.
Golf Course, 4 p.m.
Track at Osage Coed, 4:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, APRIL 8

City Country Club, 4:15 p.m.

Track at St. Ansgar Early Bird Coed, 4:30 p.m.

Boys golf vs. Charles City and Osage
at Cedar Ridge Golf Course, Charles City,

Girls golf at Charles City, Cedar Ridge

Girls golf vs. Newman Catholic and Osage at Mason

On Tap For THE NASHUA-PLAINFIELD HusKIES

Boys golf vs. Newman Catholic and Osage at Highland
Park Golf Course, Mason City, 4:15 p.m.
Boys track at Hudson Relays, 4:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, APRIL 9
Girls track at Hampton-Dumont Invitational, 4:30 p.m.
MONDAY, APRIL 12
Boys and girls golf vs. Clarksville, Dunkerton and Tripoli
at Nashua Town and Country Club, 4:15 p.m.
TUESDAY, APRIL 13
Boys and girls golf vs. St. Ansgar and North Butler at
Acorn Park Golf and Recreation Club, St. Ansgar, 4:15

p.m.

EASTER SERVICES

APRIL 2TH

9:00 « 10:30AM
CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMING
BIRTH-5TH GRADE

234 S. LINN AVENUE, NEW HAMPTON

APRIL Z2ND
6:00PM

o N e R

- >
-

- e
BE o qirie [akes
CHLU meeh
234 5, LINN AVENUE, NEW HAMPTON

MONDAYS

APRIL 5>-JUNE 28
6:00-7:30PM | $15/PERSON

GRIEF

SHARE

UPS/A132696

L TN
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Is that your final
answer, because
I have no clue

Bracket busted? Duh.

Mine’s shattered to pieces. Teenie, tiny shards of hope are all
that remain.

I'm left with one undeniable truth after the first week of the
NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament pulverized my “sheet of
integrity.”

We don’t know anything.

I might as well have filled out my bracket blindfolded with
both hands tied behind my back while sitting
upside down.

Maybe the blood rushing to my head would
have produced at least one solid sleeper pick
that managed to slide into the next round.

Oral Roberts, Abilene Christian, Ohio,
Oregon State, North Texas and Loyola?

Are you kidding me?

I don’t even think that was all of the upsets
that went down, which is defined by most pun-
dits as a team seeded at least five spots lower
than the squad they knocked off.

Kelly Terpstra
has been the

Yes, that included Oregon over Iowa — Rept‘"t(:":,ts

whether you want to consider that thrashing a sports ector
. . . . since 2020,

surprise victory or not be it how dominant the and he can
Ducks were in running the Hawkeyes out of the be reached
gym. There were a lot of critics and followers by email at
of hoops that deemed the Ducks’ dunk fest sports@nhtrib.
over Iowa one of the most complete offensive com.

showcases the tournament has seen in recent
memory.

But most of those upset specials were some of the least favor-
ite selections to pull off shockers in their respective seeds. Yet
they all defied logic and survived in what was a wacky weekend
— but an absolute joy to watch. (Unless you were a Hawkeye fan
hoping for a spot in the Sweet 16).

North Carolina State and Villanova these “David’s” are not —
but we still have plenty of rounds left to decide a champion in
Indianapolis.

Trust me, Goliath can be slayed. All it takes is one stone to find
its mark. My prospective picks decided to choose many rocks and
then proceeded to rifle them to the rim in vain.

Now I'm not here to regale scripture, but obviously strange
things can happen and the mighty have fallen. People have won
millions of dollars by picking those long- shots in this crazy tour-
nament that elicits just as much sad- ness as it does madness.

But don’t bet on it. (Read my last column).

Who knows if there could be another reincarnation of Jimmy
Valvano running around and looking for a hug like he did in 1983
in Albuquerque? Or Rollie Massimino being carried off the court
by his victorious players in Lexington two years later?

Those were Cinderellas for the ages. They're out there — just
ask Butler.

But they’re even harder to predict. Experts get it wrong,
professionals misfire and somehow little old Betty from San
Bernardino manages to pick all Sweet 16 entrants correctly and
she has never even watched a basketball game in her long and
productive life.

There is no Betty from San Bernardino (There actually proba-
bly is). It’s a metaphor.

A way to explain this insanity or at least break down March
Madness into simpler terms.

Flipping a coin may have been a better route taken than my
“diligent research.”

Heck, you could have lowered me into an Olympic-sized swim-
ming pool, forced me to hold my breath and I would have come
up with better results than the chicken scratches that were my
picks for the Sweet 16. I came up with those “gems” on dry land
and with an unlimited supply of oxygen.

Houdini I am not, but the single bracket I filled out did pro-
duce some magic — as in my team’s disappearing from the tour-
nament all together.

Poof, they mysteriously vanished and cannot be found.

I have not sent out a search party to retrieve and res- cue those

' underachievers and utter disappointments that seemed like they

couldn’t throw a ball into the ocean.

I think they’re best left to stick to masonry on solid soil —
because they were pretty good at piling up brick after brick.

No, this is not a standup comedy routine, but I am a tad fraz-
zled around the edges. It doesn’t take much. Basketball to me is
the most high-energy and stressful sport I watch.

There is no close second.

But that gets me back to my original point — just who do we
think we are?

And when I say “we,” I mean anyone with a pulse and a func-
tioning cerebral cortex.

I don’t care if you study for hours or days or even months to
try to nail this bracket right — you will more than likely fail.

With information at my fingertips that would make
Encyclopedia Britannica blush, I could not produce a winner.

And I'm far from being even remotely considered an expert on
this sport James Naismith created in the late 19th Century.

This sport millions of us love is 130 years old.

In this the Information Age and 24-hour news cycle, we pro-

Metal

y o | Thd\§ Technologies

State of the art in the art of metal.

ATEK Metal Technologies is GROWING —
and there has never been a better opportunity
to join our top notch team. We have several
immediate openings to support our new
business, and have a great opportunity for you!
We will be offering a limited time
“Signing Bonus” for new members
that join our team.

If you would like to learn more about our
exciting opportunities, generous benefit
package, and are interested in being part of
an amazing team and growing organization,
please contact Shannon Westin at
swestin@atekcompanies.com or 641-394-1704.

cess data at an alarming rate

I
WE'RE
HIRING

New Hampton, lowa

TriMark Corporation, a leading designer and manufacturer of enclosure hardware, is
currently accepting applications for the following FULL-TIME positions.

eee Higher Starting Wages & Bonuses °°°
$500.00 sign on bonus / $500.00 bonus upon successful
completion of 6-month evaluation period.

$2.00 per hour Shift Premium for 2nd, 3rd & Weekend Shift Positions.
ASSEMBLER (WEEKEND SHIFT / FRIDAY-SUNDAY / 12-HOUR DAYS) - $15.64 / HR.

ASSEMBLER (2ND & 3RD SHIFT / MONDAY-THURSDAY / 10-HOUR DAYS) - $15.64 / HR.
WAREHOUSE UTILITY (3RD SHIFT) - $15.64 / HR.

DIE CAST A OPERATOR (2ND & 3RD SHIFT) - $19.62 / HR.

DIE CAST B OPERATOR (2ND & 3RD SHIFT) - $15.64 / HR.
WATER TREATMENT OPERATOR (2ND SHIFT) - $15.64 / HR.

UTILITY B (2ND & 3RD SHIFT) - $15.64 / HR.
PLATING A OPERATOR - ZINC (3RD SHIFT) - $17.02 / HR.
STAMPING B OPERATOR (2ND SHIFT) - $15.64 / HR.

FINISHING A OPERATOR (2ND & 3RD SHIFT) - $17.02 / HR.
TriMark Corporation offers competitive wages and an outstanding benefits package including
medical, dental, vision, life, flexible spending accounts, salary continuation, long term disability, long
term care, 401(k), paid time off (vacation, holiday), tuition reimbursement.

An application must be completed separately for each position you are
interested in. For consideration, ensure that your application is completed in
its entirety and includes full work history. Please refer to our website,
www.trimarkcorp.com to submit applications electronically.

Applicants for employment will be required to undergo a physical examination and/or drug
screen test as a condition of employment. Equal Opportunity Employer

se TriMark

on our smartphones, iPads or
tablets or laptops or whatever
heck the kids are using nowa-
days to learn.

Maybe that is the problem.
Maybe we need to slow down
and breathe, take a step back
and just go for a walk — get
some fresh air circulating
through our lungs.

Or talk to somebody face to
face instead of staring into the
abyss of a computer screen.

Technology is great, but it
can also be a very dangerous
weapon if not used correctly.

I remember cutting out the
NCAA men’s hoops tourney
bracket from the newspaper
every year starting in 1983. I
continued that trend well into
the 2000s. And yes, I also
made sure my scissors cut
correctly to nab a copy of the
women’s tournament bracket
as well. I filled them out and
followed each team’s progress.

I would also write every
team down on a piece of paper
and then carefully cut them
down to size and throw them
into a hat. Then my family
members would select a small
piece of paper with their team’s
name on it.

I can’t remember what we
were playing for, other than to
proclaim yourself the winner if
your team was the last one to

See Bracket, 11
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