
BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

The Chickasaw County Board 
of Supervisors on Monday voted to 
approve its so-called “max levy” for the 
2024-25 fi scal year, and if it is enacted, 
it comes with a steep increase in how 
much the county will generate in prop-
erty taxes.

During Monday’s meeting, board 

members unanimously approved set-
ting the public hearing on the max 
levy, and while supervisors said they’d 
like the revenue for at least one of the 
county’s three major funds to be low-

ered, they spent more time discussing 
what time of day they should hold the 
hearing.

County Attorney David Laudner 
said after reading several newspapers 
and other “forums” over the week-
end, he said “the whole intent of this 
is to allow the public to come in and 
make a presentation or object to your 
budget. I’m just curious if an evening 
meeting might be better to try to com-

ply with not only 
the letter of the 
law but also the 
spirit of it, if that’s possi-
ble, to allow folks who are working the 
opportunity to come in.”

Supervisors at the meeting agreed 
that the public hearing should be a 
“night game.”

But they spent a considerable 
amount of time trying to fi gure out a 

time and date where 
not only all fi ve members of the board 
could be in attendance but also mak-
ing sure they weren’t confl icting with 
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Tasty carnival
High school students
treat preschoolers to

a unique ‘Dairy Carnival’
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Rarin’ to go
After lost season, NHHS
alum ready to get back

on the football fi eld
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Early road work
With the early onset of spring,

an area road project 
is already underway
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editor@nhtrib.com

The two lawmakers who represent Chickasaw 
County in the Iowa Legislature sounded Saturday 
like they would both like to tap the brakes on an 
overhaul of Iowa’s Area Education Agencies that 
has been a focal point of Gov. Kim Reynolds.

Like Reynolds, State Rep. Charley Thomson 
and State Sen. Sandy Salmon 
are Republicans, but during a 
legislative forum sponsored by 
the Chickasaw County Farm 
Bureau, the two legislators 
expressed reservations about 
overhauling the AEAs.

“As I’ve said all along, I’m 
not very happy with the AEA 
proposal,” Thomson said, “and 
I think they need to start over 
again basically. That’s my posi-
tion in a nutshell.”

Salmon said she under-
stands the governor’s concerns 
but also added that lawmakers 
may need more time on the 
issue.

“There appears to be but I 
don’t know why there would 
need to be,” Salmon said when 
one constituent asked if there 
was a “rush” to get the AEA bill done this year. 
“I mean we’re taking a multi-year approach on 
property taxes so I don’t know why we have to 
all of a sudden have to do something about the 
AEAs this year except I know they’re concerned 
about the federal government coming in and 
monitoring.”

The two GOP members, who are in their fi rst 
terms representing Chickasaw County, covered a 
wide variety of issues during the morning forum 
that was held at the Chickasaw Event Center in 
New Hampton, but discussion on education in 

Area lawmakers 
are wary about 
overhaul of AEAs
Salmon, Thomson spend bulk of time on 
education at Farm Bureau legislative forum
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Two area FFA chapters 
package 100,000 meals

Bob Fenske/Tribune
Emma Benoit talks with students at New Hampton High School on 
Wednesday as part of a program sponsored by Everbody Hurts, 
a local non-profi t organization dedicated to raising mental health 
awareness and preventing suicides.

Speaker: Suicide prevention starts with 
focusing on mental health awareness
Louisiana woman shares her story with students at area schools

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

Emma Benoit’s golden rule — one 
she shared with area residents and 
high school students this week — is 
simple.

Silence will never keep you safe.
And for several hours during three 

appearances in Chickasaw County 
this week, the 23-year-old Louisiana 
woman shared her remarkable story 
that is detailed in a documentary fi lm, 
“My Ascension” that she says she made 
to raise mental health awareness and 
suicide prevention.

And while the fi lm and the com-
ments she made at two appearanc-
es in New Hampton and at Nashua-
Plainfi eld High School were, at times, 
raw, her story, she passionately 
believes, is worth telling.

On June 7, 2017, the then 16-year-

old Benoit shot herself in an attempt 
to take her own life. And while she is 
often confi ned to a wheelchair because 
of the injuries she suff ered, Benoit has 
become a fi erce mental health advo-
cate — helping to bring Hope Squad, 
a school-based suicide prevention pro-
gram to her home state of Louisiana 
and speaking to groups around the 
county — so that others do not have 
to endure what Benoit and her family 
have.

And silence, in the vivacious 
23-year-old’s mind, is not an option.

“If you’re going through something 
– I don’t care how big or small it is 
in the grand scheme of life — use 
that as an opportunity to grow,” she 
said. “Everything we go through in our 
lives is part of the journey so we can 
use everything we go through as an 

SEE EMMA, 3

Salmon

Thomson

Bob Fenske/Tribune
The New Hampton High School and Middle School cafeteria fi lls with area residents Sunday morning when the New Hampton 
Lions Club held its annual breakfast event.

New Hampton Lions Club event is a tradition on the day that Daylight Savings Time begins 
BY BOB FENSKE

editor@nhtrib.com

The joke in the New Hampton Lions Club 
when it comes to one of their biggest annual 
events is, as Club President Aaron Zeien says, 
“you almost have to die to get a diff erent job.”

So year after year, the Lions Club Pancake 
and French Toast Breakfast goes off  without a 
hitch.

The same guys are cooking pancakes and 

French toast. The same guys are getting the sau-
sages ready. The same guys are taking tickets. 
The same guys are manning the serving line and 
pouring the drinks. The same guys are doing 
the dishes. And the same guys, save for the New 
Hampton High School students who are volun-
teering their time, are bussing the tables and 
passing out “seconds.” 

“When you become a Lion, you basically get 
a job for the breakfast and it’s yours for life,” 
Zeien said, “but it’s really kind of a self-govern-

ing event. You see a lot of non-verbal stuff . Guys 
just do it.”

And the 2024 edition — the 53rd consecutive 
year the Lions have served up a breakfast to 
hundreds of area residents — was no exception.

Then again, it’s the same thing for the 
Lions’ two other big fundraisers. The annual 
scrap metal drive held each fall and the youth 
wrestling tournament the club puts on each

SEE BREAKFAST, 13

Lose hour of sleep and cook breakfast

Budget hearing to be night aff air
County sets ‘max levy’ that would see tax-asking increase by almost 19 percent

BOARD MOVES AHEAD WITH 
HERITAGE WATER PROJECT.

— PAGE 2

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

Two area FFA chapters had a 
choice to make last month as they 
celebrated National FFA Week.

Go big or go home.
And the chapters from New 

Hampton and Turkey Valley chose 
the former — packaging 100,000 
meals for a non-profi t organization 
dedicated to combating hunger.

“It was a pretty cool experience 
and it was cool to see so many 
kids from two diff erent schools get 
together for something like this,” 
New Hampton FFA President Tori 
Bearman said. “It was a lot of work 
and I know both us and Turkey 
Valley were really appreciative of 
the support we got.”

During the course of several 
months, members of both FFA 

SEE FFA, 2
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Photo courtesy of Turkey Valley FFA
New Hampton and Turkey Valley FFA students work 
together to package meals for the non-profi t organization  
Meals from the Heartland.

Donors helps FFA chapters 
reach goal of 100,000 meals

chapters devoted their time, 
energy and resources into the 
ambitious goal of packaging 
100,000 meals for Meals from 
the Heartland, which provides 
nutritious food to individu-
als and families facing hunger 
in Iowa and throughout the 
nation.

They embarked on a fund-
raising campaign, conducted 
strategic planning and then 
spent a day during FFA’s “big 
week” at the Waucoma Event 
Center, where more than 90 
members from the two chapters 
worked on an assembly line of 
sorts packaging the meals that 
included rice, soy, protein and 
vitamins.

“We had like 16 stations and 
the kids just went to work,” 
New Hampton FFA Advisor 
Rachel Bauler said. “It was a 
lot of work, but it was really 
worthwhile. Seeing young peo-
ple wanting to be of service to 
people, that was really cool.”

The two chapters received 
dozens of donations from area 
businesses and residents for the 
program.

Those donors included:
TURKEY VALLEY 

• Bronze: Shelbee Winter.
• Silver: Blazek Corporation, 

C.A.S.H,  Goerend 
Transmission, Vrzak Insurance, 
Mics Plumbing and Heating, Jill 
and Jamie DeSloover, Marlene 
and Mariah Klemp.

• Gold: Waucoma Event 
Center.

• Blue: Chad Cutsforth.
• Corduroy: Farmers Union 

Cooperative.
NEW HAMPTON

• Bronze: Andrew Robinson 
Insurance Agency, AV Express, 
Bjergum Family, Calhoun 
Trucking, Chickasaw Floyd 
Monuments, Nosbisch 
Insurance, Croell Inc., Dental 
Associates, Fidelity State 
Bank, First Choice Realty, 
First Citizens Bank, Holthaus 
Chiropractic, Ionia Locker, 
Kahn Tiles Supply LLC, Kennedy 
and Kennedy, Klunder’s Kafe, 
L&R Manufacturing, LS Supply 
and Rental, Lumber’s Specialty, 
Marv Zip’s Repair, MDK, Inc., 
Midwest Flooring, Miss Emma’s 
Dance Studio, Optometric 
Center, Phillips Modern Ag, 
Community Insurance of Iowa, 
Throndson Dairy, Wickman 
Trucking, Zeien Family, 
Rosonke Family.

• Silver: Builders First Choice, 
Deere Trucking, Holschlag Bin 
Sales, HR Surveying, Leisure 
Time Golf Carts, Muscari, New 
Hampton Vet, Poor Richards, 
Schueth Ace Hardware, 
Boeding, Speltz & Wernimont 
Family Dentistry, Stanton 
Electric, Tri-Mark, Vern Laures 
Auto Center, Vision Crop 
Consulting.

• Gold: AgVantage FS, 
Frantzen Farms, MidTech GPS 
Consulting.

• Corduroy: Ameritec.

FFA: FROM 1

Supervisors give final OK to Heritage water project
Kuhn changed mind because of price and other factors as supervisors vote 4-1 to hook up building to city’s system

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

When it was all said and done, it turned 
out that the chairman of the Chickasaw 
County Board of Supervisors didn’t need to 
call into Monday’s meeting.

Scott Cerwinske, who was unable to 
attend Monday’s meeting, did make a brief 
appearance via telephone. In large part, 
it was because many thought he would be 
the tie-breaking vote to offi  cially award a 
contract to an Osage fi rm that will do the 
work to enable the county-owned Heritage 
Building Center to hook up to the city of 
New Hampton’s water system.

It turned out Cerwinske wasn’t needed 
as one of the board members, Matt Kuhn, 
who had consistently been opposed to the 

project, had a change of heart and voted to 
approve the contract with Popp Excavating.

“I had several constituents reach out 
to me, and they made some really good 
points,” Kuhn said after the meeting. “They 
helped me change my mind. We got such 
a good price on it … and if we ever sell the 
building, it’s certainly going to be a plus to 
have [city water].”

The Heritage is just outside the city 
limits and currently houses the county’s 
Veterans Aff airs offi  ce and is also home to 
several non-profi t organizations. Concerns 
over water quality led supervisors last year 
to explore hooking into New Hampton’s 
system.

The city agreed, as long as the county 
installed a larger-than-needed pipe and a 
“fl usher.” At one point, though, the estimat-

ed cost of the project was almost $230,000, 
and Kuhn, along with Supervisor Steve 
Breitbach, voiced concerns about moving 
ahead.

When supervisors, though, opened bids 
during a meeting last week, Popp submit-
ted the low bid at $143,838.76, and on 
Monday, they learned that in all likelihood 
that price will be even lower after a change 
order is approved.

“It’s hard to beat that price,” Kuhn said, 
“and that was a big reason I voted yes 
today.”

Breitbach, who has supported putting 
in a “conditioner system,” did vote no, 
but Kuhn was joined by the rest of the 
board — Jake Hackman, Travis Suckow 
and Cerwinske — in giving fi nal approval 
to the project.

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

If the recent temperatures weren't 
enough — through Tuesday, we've already 
had eight days of temperatures in the 50s 
this month — the barricade on County 
Road V18 this week was a sure sign that 
spring has most defi nitely sprung.

Welcome to road construction sea-
son, one that is getting a much-earli-
er-than-usual start in 2024, and the big-
gest project in Chickasaw County this year 
may be completed before summer begins.

That's because Croell Inc. workers 
began working on the more than $4.21 
million overlay project from Highway 18 
to the south city limits of Alta Vista. The 
project also includes a total reconstruc-
tion of about 2,600 feet of road in North 

Washington.
"They're talking about a late May [com-

pletion date]. They have a very aggres-
sive schedule," County Engineer Roman 
Lensing told the Board of Supervisors 
on Monday. "It's great that they're out 
there already. It shows you what kind of 
spring we've had, but I don't know about 
late May. You have to think we're going to 
have some weather days."

But the 8.6-mile stretch of V18 won't 
be the only road project that gets an early 
start. Lensing also told supervisors that 
work will begin on a bridge replacement 
project on 310th Street that is a joint aff air 
between Chickasaw and Bremer counties.

Then again, it's been that kind of winter 
in Iowa.

March picked right up where a much-
warmer-than-normal February left off . In 

addition to the road construction season 
kicking off , Monday saw the start prac-
tices for the New Hampton High School 
soccer and golf teams. And all four teams 
were outside for their fi rst day of work-
outs.

New Hampton's track teams, which 
opened practice last month, have spent 
a majority of their practices on the track 
and not in the hallways of the school or at 
the Chickasaw Wellness Complex, where 
track athletes usually spend a majority of 
February and March.

"It's been crazy," Chickasaw boys coach 
Scott Jenkins said over the weekend, "and 
the only tough part is that we're going to 
be running indoors [at Wartburg College] 
on Tuesday and it's going to be in the 60s 
outside. Here's hoping it holds for when 
we start our outdoor meets."

Work begins on V18 project, springs sports teams start practices outside as unusually warm weather continues
Here’s some sure signs that spring has arrived

Bob Fenske/Tribune
Workers from Croell Inc. begin work on a major road project on County Road V18 Monday afternoon. 

Board to go to ‘straight pay’ for EMS director
New contract will give Knutson salary increase but no extra pay for working additional hours

Bob Fenske/Tribune

Parade of Bands soloist
New Hampton Middle School eighth-grader Adam 
Goebel performs a solo during Monday night’s annual 
Parade of Band Concert that included performances by 
students in grades 5-12. Check out next week’s Tribune
for photos from the concert.

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

The director of Chickasaw County EMS, 
it appears, will no longer receive an hourly 
wage when he takes on the role of a para-
medic if he signs a contract extension, but 
he will receive a $20,000 increase to his 
salary.

Board members came to that decision 
during a Monday meeting when they spent 
more than 30 minutes discussing the terms 
of a new contract with EMS Director Joel 
Knutson.

Supervisors voted 2-1 to increase 
Knutson’s salary from $60,000 to $80,000 
a year but also said the salary increase will 
come at the expense of Knutson receiving 
an hourly wage when he serves as an ambu-
lance crew member.

Three board members — Chairman 
Scott Cerwinske, Travis Suckow and Jake 
Hackman — have all expressed concerns 

about the hourly-wage language in the fi rst 
two contracts Knutson has worked under 
since the service started at the beginning 
of 2023.

“I guess what I’m getting at is I’d just like 
to see a set salary,” Suckow said. “I think we 
can do away with the hourly stuff .”

That led to a lengthy discussion about 
the ambulance service’s staffi  ng and how 
much Knutson would be paid once a new 
contract goes into eff ect on July 1. Knutson 
signed a “temporary” contract in the fall 
of 2022 to help get the service up and 
running, then signed a year contract once 
Chickasaw County EMS began operating. 
He agreed to a six-month extension this 
past fall so that future contracts would fall 
entirely within the county’s fi scal year.

Currently, Knutson is paid $60,000 to 
serve as a part-time director and is required 
to work at least 60 hours during each two-
week pay period, but he also receives $31 
per hour when he takes a shift as a crew 

member.
“I will say the lines get blurred between 

when I’m a staff  paramedic versus when I 
am a director because even when I’m work-
ing a truck as a staff  paramedic, I’m still sit-
ting behind my desk doing director things,” 
Knutson said in response to Suckow’s sug-
gestion. “I wouldn’t be opposed to that. I 
mean there were so many unknowns when 
we wrote the contract.”

He said the number of “truck hours” he 
works has dropped considerably in recent 
months, and when he was asked if he was 
comfortable with the service’s level of staff -
ing, he said “we’re getting a lot closer” but 
pointed out that EMS staff  is very cyclical.

“Around the holidays, [it] dips off  just 
a touch because everyone’s busy but then 
post-holiday all the way up into the sum-
mer, we staff  very well. And then, sum-
mer we get very thin again because of 

SEE EMS, 8

all labor for air conditioning repair  
automobiles and ag equipment20%Everyone likes air conditioning!

FREE rinsing/removal of harmful winter 
salt from the undercarriage.
with every automobile oil change service

SANDEAN & Company, Inc., Lawler
Call 563-238-2624 or Text 641-330-6527

Open Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Check engine light/dash lights on?
Don’t leave for summer road trips before checking codes:

Scan tool diagnostics, itemization of codes pulled, 
and repair estimates for $16.

Sales now through May 31st:

OFF



NewsNew Hampton Tribune • nhtribune.news Thursday • 03.14.24 • A3

NEW HAMPTON RED POWER
2205 240th Street
New Hampton, IA
(641) 394-3178
WWW.REDPOWERTEAM.COM

MARCH 11-23, 2024

SALE ON PLANTER & TILLAGE PARTS
DISCOUNTS ON LUBRICANTS, DEF & FILTERS

�������	
����������������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������������������������

��������������������	������������������� �����!
��������	��

���	
��������������������
�����������������

�����

���������������
�������	
��������������������������

��������������������������������
"#��$$$ ���	%�&����
"'$�������������������
"(������)*�����)+�����
"*���,��������-��������������������(������
".��/�,�� �������
������0. 
1
"2�����������������������������������0,������������1
"(������&����
"2������
���������
����2������
"3������ ����
��������
" �����	4��.�������
�����
��������
"5��(��,������


������������������������������������������������������
��������� ���!������ ��"�#$"����������������� �����

�� ��%����&'&�(���%�������)��*���"�+��������"��,�-.&/-�
 �����������,�������������������������������������6�������������7

�������	
�������86���%����������8�������79���
����������������������	
��

���������	
���	���

��
������������������������

Phillips
Refrigeration

106 S Lincoln St, Ionia, IA 
641.394.3948

Ensure an efficient & trouble-free air-conditioning 
system NOW for the dog days of summer!

Schedule  your 

Don’t Catch the Heat

Refrigeration & Air Conditioning Services & Repair

Spring Tune-up

opportunity to grow and learn 
and become better and more 
equipped and more strong.”

In New Hampton on 
Wednesday, students watched 
more than an hour of “My 
Ascension” and then had the 
opportunity to ask Benoit ques-
tions.

She unfl inchingly answered 
all of them.

Benoit told students that 
in addition to “silence will not 
keep you safe,” she has two 
more rules that she follows dil-
igently.

First, there is her “24-48” 
mantra that goes like this: “If it 
bothers you for 24 hours, speak 
up within 48 hours.”

She challenged both the stu-
dents and the adults in the gym-
nasium to embrace it, saying 
that “there is no reason why you 
should be lingering on a feeling 
or handling an emotion all by 
yourself. If it’s a big deal to you, 
it’s a big deal to you.”

And the other rule is one that 
we’ve all heard countless times: 
It’s OK not to be OK. 

But she also said that she 
tells people, especially teenag-
ers, that they must embrace 
failure.

“Failure is necessary. It is 
important to fail,” she said. 
“How are you going to grow and 
learn if you don’t mess up? How 
are you going to learn and grow 
if you don’t fail? Failure is not 
the enemy. Giving up is.”

Benoit asked students to 
identity those people they can 
trust, that they can take a prob-
lem to, and she also said that 
she worries that Americans rely 
too heavily on medication when 
it comes to dealing with depres-
sion and anxiety, two challeng-
es that led her to that suicide 
attempt almost seven years ago.

“Again, I’m not a doctor, I’m 
not a medical professional. I 
just have experience, I’ve taken 
medication before and it works 
for some people and it doesn’t 
work for other people,” she 
said. “It might be a solution 
for you, based on your diagno-
sis and your struggles, but it’s 
not the fi x all. It’s not the end-
all, be-all solution. If it were, 
I wouldn’t be here. I wouldn’t 
be here sharing my story. We 
would all just see a psychiatrist 
and take medication, right?”

Instead, she made a plea 
to “get back to the basics and 
start to identify what is your 
sleep like, what is your nutri-
tion like, how much sunlight 
do you get, what is the fulfi ll-
ment in your life look like for 
you, how much social media 
exposure are you having? All of 
these factors, these every-day 
factors that aff ect us, … that do 
come into play when we think 
about mental health struggles 
and challenges.”

Benoit also made a plea to 
end the stigma when it comes 
to mental health issues; in fact, 
she said those suff ering from 
mental health issues who seek 
therapy are no diff erent than 
those who obtain a gym mem-
bership to improve their phys-
ical health.

“You’d be like, ‘Hey, that’s 
awesome, I’m happy for you, 
good for you, bro’ … but when 
someone says, ‘I’ve been consis-
tent at therapy, I’ve been con-
sistent on my coping skills, I’ve 
making sure that I’m reminding 
myself to do the things that I’ve 
learned,’ you don’t get the same 
response,” she said. 

“Therapy is nothing diff er-
ent than a gym membership for 
your brain.”

also asked students to be on 
the lookout for behavior chang-
es in their friends and to be 
willing to be there for those who 
are having a hard time fi nding 
the right balance in their mental 
health.

“If you put it on the table 
and say, ‘I’ve noticed x, y and 
z, I’m really worried about you, 
just know I’m here for you, I’m 
a safe place for you to come 
and talk to.’ … Maybe your can 
share your experience, your 
own struggles. You, and I really 
mean this, can make a huge 
diff erence.”

Much has changed in her life 
since that fateful June day back 
in 2017.

Benoit has taken steps 
although she has accepted the 
fact that she will never fully 
recover from the gunshot that 
changed her life. But she said 
she now lives a life with pur-
pose. She is engaged and will 
get married a year from now. 

Still, her message was sim-
ple. Life isn’t perfect; it never 
will be.

“I actually struggle the same 
amount, if not maybe a little 
more, in my current life with 
things — with challenges, emo-
tions, struggles,” she said. “The 
diff erence now, versus then, I’m 
just stronger. 

“Mentally, I am the stron-
gest I’ve ever been and that is 
because of my eff orts in thera-
py. … It takes work.”

She paused for a moment.
“The basics take work, trust 

me, I know that now,” she con-
tinued, “but trust me, it’s worth 
it. You’re worth it.”

Speaker makes plea for 
‘basics’ when it comes to 
mental health awareness

EMMA: FROM 1 Taking on the 
double-edged 

social media sword
Ask suicide survivor 

Emma Benoit about social 
media, especially when it 
comes to teenagers, and the 
Louisiana woman who is a 
fi erce advocate for mental 
health awareness and sui-
cide prevention has a quick 
answer.

She believes Facebook, 
Instagram, Tik Tok, 
Snapchat, X and other 
social media sites are dou-
ble-edged swords.

“It’s good because it 
allows you to connect with 
each other and see what 
each other is doing and 
keep that level of friendship 
in existence when you’re 
at home and not at school 
with your peers,” she said. 
“But at the same time it’s 
also really dangerous and 
harmful. … What I had to 
come to realize was that 
social media was a trigger 
for my insecurities … it was 
really toxic for me. It made 
me really feel inferior, it 
made me not good enough, 
it made me feel like I was 
doing wrong with myself. 
It made me really jealous, 
which then turned into bit-
terness.”

Yet, the 23-year-old 
Benoit hasn’t complete-
ly shied away from social 
media sites, but her advice, 
especially to teens, is to 
“consume” what they need 
from the sites.

“For me, that’s the posi-
tives, the affi  rmations and 
all that can be good,” she 
said. “Remember, you get 
to decide what you’re going 
to consume. Leave the rest 
behind.”

— By Bob Fenske

Special to the Tribune
New Hampton High School family and 

consumer science (FCS) instructor April 
Schmitt and the students in her "Foods II" 
class went the extra mile for area preschool 
students recently when they put on a pro-
gram highlighting dairy nutrition.

The essential question was how do you 
teach preschool students about dairy? 

The two sections of Foods II students 
came up with a Dairy Carnival as a way for 
students to learn about dairy nutrition. 

Schmitt wrote a grant and NHHS FCS 
program was awarded $1,928 for the proj-
ect “Dynamic Dairy Unit (including a Dairy 
Carnival)” from the McElroy Excellence in 
Education Enrichment Grants. The grant 
allowed Schmitt to purchase equipment to 
make homemade ice cream, Dutch ovens to 
make pudding, chef coats for professional 
attire and many more culinary items for the 
FCS program. 

The Dairy Carnival attracted a big crowd 
that included 33 high school students, 55 
preschoolers and 22 staff  members.

Chickasaw Farm Bureau’s Outreach 
Coordinator Jessica Rochford donated 
dairy coloring books and her time to help 
during the event. The students “mooved” 
through 10 stations learning about dairy 
nutrition. The Foods II students came up 

with a carnival game about dairy nutri-
tion, name of the game on a poster, skills 
learned, materials needed, and rules of the 
game. Prizes were given at each station 
donated by Midwest Dairy Supplies and 
some were purchased with grant money. 

The students were asked diff erent ques-
tions at each station then they were able to 
play the games and get a prize. The stations 
were: 

• Get the Scoop (ice cream cone ping pong).
• Guess the Gadget (matching antique 

dairy gadgets with the picture they were 
used for).

• Milk the Cow (students were able to 
milk a cow’s udder to get the milk out.

• Tic Tac Toe Dairy (when answered cor-
rectly they placed an X or O).

• Cow Craft (decorated a Holstein, Beef 
Short-Horn, & Highland cows).

• Dairy Taste-Testing (vanilla & choco-
late pudding, smoothies, & cheese curds).

• Pin the Tail on the Cow (able to play 
after answer questions about dairy nutri-
tion).

• Milk Toss (tossed a bean bag at dairy 
jugs after answering questions).

• Race to the Creamery (a car mat with 
three creamery trucks and at every stop 
sign you needed to answer a question).

• Spot the Dairy (you chose the dairy 
products out of the toy food assortment). 

“This was a fun way for the preschoolers 
to learn about dairy and the high school 
students were amazing interacting so kind-
ly with the little ones. They don’t realize 
they were learning by teaching!” Schmitt 
said. “The Dairy Taste-Testing and the cool 
cow sunglasses were the biggest hit, but I 
think seeing all of the smiling faces learn-
ing was 'moosic' to my ears.”

Photos courtesy of April Schmitt
The family and consumer science classroom at New Hampton High School fi lls up with preschoolers taking part in 
the “Dairy Carnival,” where high school students like (below, from left) McKenzie Sweitzer, Isabelle Broughton and
Emma Elliott served up delicious treats and led preschoolers through a variety of games.

Students put on unique carnival focused on dairy

Preschoolers have fun playing games like “Milk the Cow” 
(left) and “Race to the Creamery” (above) at the carnival 
that served as the New Hampton High School Family and 
Consumer Science Department’s Foods II second-semes-
ter Project Based Learning project.
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Church
Services
NEW HAMPTON
TRINITY LUTHERAN

223 S. Water 
trinitylutherannewhampton.org

641-394-2552
Pastors Kevin Frey 

and Dan Christensen
Service times: 6 p.m. 

Wednesday; 9 a.m., Sunday.

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC
202 N. Broadway 

641-394-2105
Father Jim Goerend

Mass times: 4 p.m., 
Saturday; 8 and 10 a.m., 
Sunday; Spanish Mass, 
11:30 a.m., Sunday.

NEW HAMPTON 
METHODIST & UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST

at First United Methodist
201 N. Locust Ave.

Service times: 9:15 
a.m. Sunday at NHMC; 
10:30 a.m. Sunday at New 
Hampton UCC.

REDEEMER LUTHERAN
611 W. Court St.
saudejerico.com

Pastor Peter Faugstad
Service time: 4 p.m. 

Saturday Divine Service
HARVEST CHURCH

481 S. Linn Ave.
harvestcares.com

641-394-4380
Pastor Anthony Harris
Service time: 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday.

PRAIRIE LAKES
234 S. Linn Ave.

prairielakeschurch.org
641-456-6880

Pastor Cory Orr
Service times: 9 a.m., 

Sunday.

JERICO
JERICO LUTHERAN
2512 120th St., New 

Hampton
saudejerico.com

Pastor Peter Faugstad
Service time: 8:30 or 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Divine 
Service (check website).

SAUDE
SAUDE LUTHERAN

2949 Stevens Trail, Lawler
saudejerico.com

Pastor Peter Faugstad
Service time: 8:30 or 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Divine 
Service (check website).

IONIA
UNITED CHURCH OF 

CHRIST
fi rstumcnewhampton.com

Service time: 9 a.m. 
Sunday.

ST. BONIFACE CATHOLIC
Father Jim Goerend

Mass: Saturday, March 
23, 6 p.m.

LOURDES
OUR LADY OF LOURDES 

CATHOLIC
Rev. Jerry Kopacek

Mass time: Saturday, 
March 16, 4 p.m.

ALTA VISTA
ST. BERNARD CATHOLIC

Rev. Jerry Kopacek
Mass time: Saturday, 6 

p.m.

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Sue Cira
641-364-2115

Service time: Sunday, 
8 a.m.

ELMA
IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION CATHOLIC
Rev. Jerry Kopacek

Mass: Sunday, March 24, 
7:15 a.m.

ST. PETER LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

Pastor Bruce Miller
107 Wood St. Elma

Service time: 9 a.m. 
Sunday.

NORTH WASHINGTON
IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION

Father Jim Goerend
Mass: Saturday, 6 p.m.

Church
Services 

NASHUA
LITTLE BROWN CHURCH

littlebrownchurch.org
Pastor Drew McHolm
Service times: Sing-A-

Long Service, 10:15 a.m., 
and worship service at 
10:30 a.m., Sunday.

REPUBLIC CHURCH
1794 280th St., Ionia

Pastor Sarah Namukose
Service time: 10:30 

a.m. Sundays.

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH

 314 Brasher Street
Pastor Sarah Namukose
Service time: 9 a.m. 

Sundays.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
300 Merrill St.

Pastor Todd Burrichter
Service time: 9 a.m. 

Sundays.

CEDAR POINT CHURCH
310 Main Street

Pastor Darin Cerwinske
Service time: 6:30 

p.m. Friday.

ST. MICHAELS CHURCH
602 Cedar Street

Father Tom Heathershaw
Service time: 6:30 

p.m. Saturdays.

ST. JOHN’S UCC - 
PLEASANT HILL
10009 Union Ave.

Pastor Drew McHolm
Service time: Sunday, 

9 a.m. 

PLAINFIELD
UNITED METHODIST

404 2nd St.
319-276-3195

Pastor Roberta Robbins
Service time: Sunday, 

8:30 a.m. 

LAWLER
OUR LADY OF MT. 
CARMEL CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
3030 Highway 24

Father Nick Radloff 
Mass: Saturday, 4 p.m.

IMMANUEL CRANE 
CREEK LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
2616 140th St, Lawler

Pastor Sue Cira
Service time: 9:30 

a.m., Sundays.

FREDERICKSBURG
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 

CHURCH-MISSOURI 
SYNOD

222 S. Washington Ave.
Pastor Ron Koch

Service time: 9 a.m., 
Sundays.
PEACE UCC CHURCH

221 Oak St.
Pastor Scott Smith

Service time: 9 a.m., 
Sundays.

WAUCOMA
ST. MARY CATHOLIC

218 3rd St. NW
Father Nick Radloff 

Mass: Sunday, March 
24, 8:30 a.m.

ST. LUCAS
ST. LUKE CATHOLIC

215 East Main
Father Nick Radloff 

Mass: Sunday, 10:30 
a.m.

PROTIVIN
HOLY TRINITY
124 N. Main St.

Father Nick Radloff 
Mass: Sunday, 8:30 

a.m.

LITTLE TURKEY
ASSUMPTION OF THE 

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
3303 160th St.

Father Nick Radloff 
Mass: Sunday, March 

24, 10:30 a.m.

CLARKSVILLE
FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

OF CHRIST
31015 150th Street
Rev. Peter Wenzel

Service time: 10 a.m., 
Sundays.

STANTON ELECTRIC
807 Canty Ave. - New Hampton, IA 50659

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial

Aerial Trucks & Trenchers

Fault Finding Equipment

Underground Wire Locating 641-394-3068

618 North Sherman - New Hampton, IA 50659
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Electric
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641-394-2187

207 East 
Main Street
New 
Hampton, 
IA 50659

HOLSCHLAG
BIN SALES

4 1/2 Miles South of New Hampton
For All Your Grain Handling Equip. Needs

641-394-3057

NEW HAMPTON
RED POWER
(641) 394-3178 www.redpowerteam.com

• Farm • Business • Health • Auto • Home
641-394-2121 (Phone) • 641-394-2122 (Fax)

www.cioia.com

AMERICAN HEARTLAND
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

PO BOX 246
308 E. Grove St.. Lawler, IA 52154

PHONE: 563-238-2431
TOLL FREE: 800-672-7702

VERN LAURES
AUTO CENTER 

Chevrolet - RAM
Dodge - Chrysler - Jeep

(641) 394-3025

Phillips Plumbing 
& Heating

Cory Phillips, Owner
303 West Main 

Ionia, Iowa 50645
(641) 394-5553
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Your Business 
Could Be Seen Here!

Call us today 
641.394.2111

Eckenrod Farms
Jim & Julie Eckenrod
New Hampton, IA

923 North Linn Ave.
New Hampton, Iowa 50659

641-229-8500 • M-F 8 am-4 pm

“The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall not 
want. He makes me 
to lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me 
beside the still waters. 
He restores my soul.” 

These are the words of 
Psalm 23 — comforting 
words.

They are in stark con-
trast to Psalm 22 just 
before it which begins 
with these words, “My 
God, My God, why have 
You forsaken Me?”

As diff erent as their 
content seems to be, 
the two Psalms are con-
nected. Both are about 
Jesus, the eternal Son of 
God who took on human 
fl esh.

Jesus explained the 
connection when He 
said, “I am the good 
shepherd. The good 
shepherd gives His life 
for the sheep” (John 
10:11).

Then He added these 
bold words, “I lay down 
My life that I may take 
it again. No one takes 
it from Me, but I lay it 
down of Myself. I have 
power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take 
it again” (John 10:17-
18).

Jesus was predicting 
His death and resur-
rection. No one was 
going to stop the Good 
Shepherd from dying 
for the sheep, and no 
one was going to stop 

Him from rising again in 
victory over their worst 
enemies.

Psalm 22 is Jesus’ 
anguish on the cross, 
suff ering for the sins of 
the whole world. Psalm 
23 is His ongoing care 
for His people while they 
walk “through the valley 
of the shadow of death.”

Jesus came to save 
you, and He still comes 
to guard you, comfort 
you, and guide you. 
He does these things 
through His powerful 
Word. He says, “My 
sheep hear My voice, 
and I know them, and 
they follow Me” (John 
10:27).

His Word is the green 

pasture that feeds you 
and the still water that 
quenches your thirst. 
His Word gives you the 
life He won for you. His 
Word restores your soul.

Pastor Peter Faugstad 
serves Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in New Hampton and 
the Jerico and Saude congre-
gations northeast of town 
(https://saudejerico.com/).

The Good Shepherd gives life
Jesus’ Word gives you the life that He won for you

Christians gear up for ‘Holy Week’
Each year in early spring, Christians 

across the globe celebrate their faith on 
Easter. Easter commemorates the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, an event which is 
described in the New Testament.

And we’re getting closer to Holy 
Week; in fact, a week from this Sunday, 
Christians will celebrate Palm Sunday, the 
traditional kickoff  to the biggest year of 
the week for churches.

Mass on Easter Sunday annually 
attracts millions of the faithful. However, 
many days during the week preceding 
Easter Sunday, often referred to as Holy 
Week, also bear signifi cance to faithful 
Christians. 

Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday begins Holy Week and 

commemorates the entry of Jesus Christ 
into Jerusalem. Upon entering the city, 
Jesus was greeted by crowds waving palm 
branches. That is why Christians receive 
palm branches or palm crosses during 
Palm Sunday Mass.

Holy Wednesday
Holy Wednesday draws attention to the 

abandonment of Jesus by his disciples. 
Holy Wednesday services may feature 
Tenebrae, a religious service characterized 
by the extinguishing of candles. That por-
tion of the service is meant to symbolize 
darkness, which is what “Tenebrae” means 
in Latin.

Maundy Thursday
The Last Supper is commemorated on 

Maundy Thursday, which also commemo-
rates the Washing of the Feet (Maundy). 

The Last Supper was Jesus’s fi nal meal 
with his apostles before his crucifi xion. 
According to Christian scripture, Jesus 
predicted one of the apostles present at 
the meal would betray him. 

This also was when Jesus foretold 
that Peter will deny knowing him three 
times before the next morning. According 

to Trinity College, Maundy Thursday 
reminds Christians to love others as Jesus 
loves them.

Good Friday
Good Friday commemorates the trial 

of Jesus and his resulting death sentence, 
torture, crucifi xion, and burial. It’s hard to 
characterize any of those things as “good,” 
which can cause a little confusion among 
Christians and non-Christians alike. 

However, Trinity College indicates that, 
in this context, “good” connotes something 
holy or pious.

Holy Saturday
Holy Saturday concludes Holy Week. 

Even though many faithful Christians 
awake early and don their Sunday best on 
Easter morning, Holy Saturday celebra-
tions are not muted. 

On Holy Saturday, Christians may 
attend a late-night Easter Vigil service that 
includes a liturgy and the celebration of 
the Eucharist. The two-part celebration 
commemorates the Eucharist as symbolic 
of the emergence from darkness into the 
light.



Sheriff, auditor and supervisor fi le 
nominating papers for primary

Chickasaw County’s auditor and sheriff, along with one of three 
supervisors up for election, all have fi led papers to be on the ballot 
for the June 4 primary.

The fi ling period opened on March 4 and candidates who want 
to be on the ballot for the primary have until 5 p.m. on Friday, March 
22, to turn in their candidate papers to the Chickasaw County Au-
ditor’s Offi ce.

Filing last week were Republican Auditor Sheila Shekleton, Re-
publican Sheriff Ryan Shawver and Democratic District 1 Supervi-
sor Steve Breitbach.

All three are seeking their fi rst full four-year terms in offi ce. 
Breitbach won a special election in 2021 to fi ll the vacancy cre-
ated by the death of Rick Holthaus. Shekleton won an election in 
2022 to fi ll the term vacated by Stephanie Mashek earlier that year 
and Shawver was appointed sheriff in January 2023 after Marty 
Hemann retired.

Two other county seats are also on the ballot this year. Repub-
lican Jake Hackman is currently fi nishing his second term as the 
District 3 supervisor while Matt Kuhn, also a Republican, is com-
pleting his fi rst term as the District 4 supervisor.

While county candidates have until March 22 to fi le, state candi-
dates must have their nominating papers turned in by March 15 to 
be on the primary ballot.

State Rep. Charley Thomp-
son, R-Charles City, is the lone 
candidate to fi le thus far in Dis-
trict 58.

The other legislator, State 
Sen. Sandy Salmon, R-Janes-
ville, who represents Chickasaw 
County, is not up for election this 
year.

Iowa State 
‘top 2 percent’

The following area students 
are ranked among the top 2 per-
cent of students in their college 
at Iowa State University. 

New Hampton: Peyton An-
derson, Sophomore, Ivy College 
of Business; Aydin Ries, Sopho-
more, College of Engineering.

Ionia: Greta Glaser, Senior, 
Ivy College of Business and 
College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences.

UIU 
grads

Upper Iowa University is 
pleased to announce the names 
of its December 2023 gradu-
ates. Students from the area 
are:

Sumner: Elizabeth Diers
Nashua: Amber Iriarte

Morningside 
grads

There were 52 Morningside 
University students that grad-
uated with bachelor’s degrees 
and 53 students earned gradu-
ate degrees in December 2023.

The list includes Ionia’s Abi-
gail Wolf and Hannah Holthaus 
and Dawn Wiebbecke of Nash-
ua.

AEAs to the idea that the 
wide-ranging services AEAs 
off er have led them away from 
their core missions.

But those wide-ranging ser-
vices, Thomson said, should be 
seen as a positive. He compared 
the AEA services to rural elec-
tric cooperatives and rural tele-
phone companies.

“The beauty of the co-op … 
is that businesses in rural Iowa 
don’t want to go to the last 
line, they don’t want to go to 
the most remote farmstead to 
put in your broadband but the 
co-ops exist to do that,” he said. 
“The same theory in my view 
applies to AEAs. The AEAs are a 
system where Tripoli, the small-
est of the school districts … pick 
a small town, even if you’re 
in Rudd, you can get pretty 
high-quality state services for 
your child at a far better price.”

Thomson added that “it 
appears the governor wants to 
move from a co-op model to 
a fee-for-service model, and I 
think that could easily leave the 
rural districts high and dry.”

Salmon agreed.
“You have a district like 

Tripoli or like Clarksville or 
maybe Turkey Valley or some-
thing like that, and they don’t 
get enough money to provide 
their own services. Without the 
pool of money … are those rural 
schools still going to provide 
those services? That’s the ques-
tion, and that’s what we can’t 
get assurance about. That’s why 
I’ve not supported the bill so 
far.”

She also said she appreciates 
the fact that AEAs can help its 
member school districts in a 
relatively short amount of time.

“They can respond and help 
school districts very quickly 
— like almost turn on a dime 
— like they did with the Perry 
shooting,” she said. 

The two legislators also 
said that the fi nal funding for 
Iowa’s K-12 schools has yet 
to be determined. Both said it 
appears likely that lawmakers 

will agree to raise the minimum 
pay for the state’s teachers but 
said that the two chambers have 
yet to agree on an increase to 
State Supplemental Aid (SSA), 
the amount of funds school dis-
tricts receive for each student it 
serves.

Reynolds, in her State of the 
State address two months ago, 
proposed a 2.5 percent increase 
but the House has approved a 3 
percent increase.

Salmon said the Senate 
remains uncommitted about 
how large of an increase to SSA 
because of budget concerns.

“We don’t know how it’s 
going to fi t with the budget to 
do the teacher’s salary increas-
es, the school aid increase and 
whatever needs to be done to 
reform these AEAs,” she said. 
“There’s a lot of moving parts 
to that.”

The state senator said that 
work on the budget will begin 
in earnest this week after the 
Revenue Estimating Conference 
meets to set its projections for 
the state during the 2024-25 
fi scal year.

“The three main areas are 
education, Medicaid and public 
safety,” she said, “and we’ll see 
where we end up. It’s the same 
as always: More requests come 
before us than taxpayers can 
fulfi ll.”

Among the other issues 
covered during the hour-long 
forum included:

• Both lawmakers expressed 
enthusiasm for the work law-
makers are doing when it comes 
to protecting Iowa farmland. 
They touted a new bill that 
Salmon said puts “more teeth” 
into state laws that do not allow 
foreign ownership of farmland, 
and they also say they support 
eff orts that would not allow 
state agencies to outbid farmers 
for land.

“Nobody wants out-of-state 

interests or the state bidding 
against farmers for farmland,” 
he said, “because it distorts the 
market terribly.”

• Salmon touched on the con-
troversy generated by House 
File 718, which was passed into 
law in 2023, and while counties 
and cities say they are strug-
gling with its ramifi cations, 
Salmon said, at most, lawmak-
ers may slightly alter the bill 
this year.

“We’ve had some blowback 
from counties and cities about 
that,” she said. “What we’re 
doing this year [is] we may 
tweak that bill some, but we’re 
going to let them go through a 
budget cycle to see how things 

work and then come back next 
year with the next step in the 
plan for the property taxes.”

• And Thomson again voiced 
his displeasure with so-called 
speed cameras, saying he thinks 
the state should put the kibosh 
on them.

“The only people who are in 
favor of speed cameras are city 
offi  cials, who like the money. 
They’re trying to combine that 
with the hands-free driving bill, 
which is a shotgun marriage of 
two proposals,” he said during 
the meeting and he added later 
that “if they want to raise taxes, 
they should fi nd another way 
to do it.”
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How Can You Manage
Student Loan Payments?

If you have student loans, 
you likely received a “payment 
vacation” over the past few 
years, due to legislation related 
to COVID-19. But if you’re 
like millions of other borrow-
ers, you may have recently 
been required to resume your 
payments. How will this affect 

that comes to mind is the effect 
the amount of pressure you feel 
will depend on your income 
and the size of the required 
payments. If these payments do 
represent a real challenge, you 
may need to adjust your budget 
and spending habits as best you 
can. However, there might be 
other steps you can take to help 
ease the burden or possibly 
reduce the repayment time.

Here are a few suggestions 
to consider:

• Sign up for autopay. 
Falling behind on your student 
loan payments can lead to late 
fees, and if you were to become 
truly delinquent, you could 
face even bigger troubles, such 
as wage garnishment. To avoid 
these problems, you can enroll 
in autopay, in which you move 
money automatically from a 
checking or savings account to 
your student loan provider.

In addition to staying cur-
rent on your loan, you might 
earn a .25 percent rate reduc-
tion, which is offered by many 
lenders and loan services to 
those who enroll in autopay.
a steady income, a reasonably 
good credit score and a man-
ageable number of other debts, 
your student loan and reduce 
your interest rate, which will 
enable more of your month-
ly payments to go toward the 
principal.

• Look for employer ben-
-

student loan repayment help to 
employees, so check with your 
human resources department.

• Make extra payments. If 

you feel strapped just making 
your regular student loan pay-
ments, you may not be able to 
make extra ones. But if you can 
afford to add to your payments 
consistently, you could pay off 
your loan earlier than you had 
thought. But just because you 
make an extra payment, the 
money doesn’t necessarily go 
toward reducing your princi-

to late fees and then to accrued 
interest. If you pay online, you 
should have an option to apply 
extra payments to the principal. 
Your loan servicer could also 
provide you with other ways of 
paying more toward principal.

• Choose a payoff strategy. 
If you have multiple student 
loans, and you can make more 
than the minimum payments, 
you may want to be strategic 
in how you pay off your loans. 
You could choose the “snow-
ball” method by getting rid of 
technique that can give you 
feelings of momentum and sat-
isfaction. Or you could take the 
going after the loans with the 
highest interest rates.

Either route could save you 
more money in the long run. 
It can certainly be challeng-
ing to deal with student loan 
debt. But with patience and 
diligence, and by exploring all 
your repayment options, you 
may be able to help yourself 
make progress toward putting 
these loans to rest.

This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor.  

Edward Jones, Member SIPC
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+ 100% Online. Free Tutoring & Tech Support

+ Easy Transfer. Credits Transfer to your College

+ Save Money. Tuition is Lower than Four-Year Colleges

+ Gen Eds & More. Accounting to Public Speaking & History to Physics

+ Eight-Week Classes. You’ll Have Time for Fun

Be Smart 
GET AHEAD THIS SUMMER

833.642.2338

CLASSES FILL FAST

APPLY & REGISTER TODAY

�nicc.edu/summer

Summer Sessions:  May 15-Aug. 9

Michael D’Netto, M.D.

Appointments 
available full-time 
in Decorah with
Mayo Clinic-Trained
Allergy Specialist

Full Scope 
Allergy Care

Including testing 
and/or treatment 

for allergies, asthma, 
eczema & hives
*NO REFERRAL REQUIRED.

CHECK WITH YOUR INSURANCE.

Buying or Selling, I Can Help You!

Pat Schwickerath
Broker/Owner

MY NEW WEB ADDRESS IS:
www.PatsFirstChoiceRealty.com

641.394.2500
105 E. Main St., New Hampton, IA

OpenHouseHouse
March 22, 23, 24

Friday & Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

Call: 1-800-632-5985
315 S. Main St. • Hazleton • www.horkheimerhomes.com

• State Code Modulars
• Pre-owned Singles 

& Sectionals
• Federal HUD Code
Sectionals & Singles

Horkheimer HomesHorkheimer Homes

2 or 3
Bedroom

Homes 28’x40’
$93,900

Factory Built Home Show
13 New Homes on Display

HOME SHOW
SPECIAL

Lawmakers cover wide variety of issues at legislative forum
FORUM: FROM 1

Bob Fenske/Tribune
State Rep. Charley Thomson listens as his State Senate counterpart, Sandy Salmon, makes a point during Saturday
morning’s legislative forum that was put on by the Chickasaw County Farm Bureau.

Briefs
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Joseph Glaser, age 92 of New 
Hampton, died Friday, March 
8, 2024 at his home surrounded 
by his family.

A Mass of Christian Burial will 
be held 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
March 13, 2024, at Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church in 
North Washington with cele-
brants the Rev. Kenneth Glaser 
(son) and the Rev. Ryan Glaser 
(grandson). 

Interment will follow at 
St. Mary’s Cemetery, North 
Washington.

Friends may greet the family 
from 3 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 12, 2024, at Hugeback-
Johnson Funeral Home & 
Crematory in New Hampton. 
Visitation continues an hour 
prior to the Mass on Wednesday 
at the church.

Online condolences for the 
Glaser family can be left at www.
hugebackfuneralhome.com.

Born on the family farm 
near North Washington, Joe 
was the son of Jack and Clara 
(Dockendorf) Glaser. He grew 
up in a bustling household with 
11 siblings, where he learned 
the value of hard work and the 
importance of family bonds.

Joe’s journey took a signif-
icant turn when he enlisted 
in the United States Navy in 
1950 during the Korean War. 
Proudly serving his country on 
the Korean Coast, Joe carried 
the spirit of patriotism with him 
throughout his life. His com-
mitment to honoring veterans 
was evident in his pivotal role in 
bringing the Chickasaw County 
Veterans Memorial to New 
Hampton.

On Aug. 24, 1954, Joe 
exchanged vows with the love 
of his life, Phyllis Biwer, at 
Immaculate Conception Church 
in Elma. This union brought 
forth 10 children, and together, 
Joe and Phyllis embarked on 
the beautiful journey of raising 
a large and loving family.

Farming was Joe’s lifelong 
passion, and he cherished every 
moment spent tending to the 
land. From Nashua to Elma, 
and eventually settling only a 
quarter mile from his birthplace 
outside North Washington, 
Joe’s connection to the land 
ran deep.  Joe also loved his 
cows, tending to many dairy 
cows over his years of farming. 
Even after retiring from farm-
ing in 1996, he continued to 
contribute his strong work ethic 
to New Hampton Lumber and 
later Superior Lumber, leaving 
an indelible mark on his com-
munity.

For over 60 years, Joe was a 
devoted member of Immaculate 
Conception Church in North 
Washington, where his faith 
played a central role in his 
life. He actively participated in 
various church organizations, 
including the Catholic Order of 
Foresters, North Washington 
Rosary Society, Catholic 
Financial Life, the IC Men’s 
Choir and also teaching a reli-
gious education class (CCD) for 
many years. 

Joe’s community involve-
ment extended beyond the 
church, as he was a steadfast 
member of his local card club 
since 1965 and held numerous 

leadership positions. 
Some of his notable achieve-

ments include being recog-
nized as the Outstanding
Conservation Farmer in 1998, 
serving as President of the Farm 
Bureau on three occasions, con-
tributing as a School Board 
member at IC NW, receiving 
the Diamond Performance 
Award in 2007, and holding key 
roles in the VFW and American 
Legion.

Joe’s legacy lives on in the 
hearts of his loving family, 
friends, and a community that 
benefi ted greatly from his tire-
less eff orts and compassionate 
spirit. His memory will be for-
ever cherished as a beacon of 
hard work, faith, and selfl ess 
service to others.

Joe is survived by seven 
sons, Steve (Shirley) Glaser of 
Nashua, Chuck (Nancy) Glaser 
of New Hampton, Phil (Theresa) 
Glaser of New Hampton, Father 
Ken Glaser of Cedar Rapids, 
Jerry (Diane) Glaser of Prior 
Lake, Minnesota, Ed (Lynn) 
Glaser of Asbury, and Jim 
(Janet) Glaser of New Brighton, 
Minnesota; three daughters, 
Bev (Norman) Brus of Waverly, 
Diane (Dan) Sumner of New 
Hampton, and Linda Rosonke 
of New Hampton; 24 grandchil-
dren; 32 great-grandchildren; 
one brother, Barney Glaser 
of San Francisco; two sisters, 
Mary Ann Valley of Orland 
Park, Illinois, and Luella (Phil) 
Jorgenson of Cedar Falls; ane 
one sister-in-law, Priscilla
Silario of Phoenix.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife, Phyllis 
in 2010; siblings, Margaret 
Zubrod, Elizabeth (Dan) Huber, 
Harold (Luella) Glaser, John 
Glaser, Frank Glaser, Paul 
(Rosie) Glaser, Vince (Lois) 
Glaser, Don Glaser; sister-in-
law, Fran Glaser; brother-in-
law, Brian Valley; one son-in-
law, Dale Rosonke.

Joseph Glaser, 92

Joe Glaser

Ellen Webber, affection-
ately known as the “Queen of 
Orange,” passed away peace-
fully at her home on Thursday, 
March 7, 2024, at the age of 58, 
leaving behind a legacy of love, 
laughter and vibrant spirit.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, March 15, 2024, at St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, 1790 
14th Street in Marion, with 
Father Sean Smith offi  ciating 
the Mass. A livestream of the 
service will be available. 

Friends may greet the fam-
ily from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 14, 2024, at Ashton Hill 
Farm, 803 Vernon Valley Drive 
in Cedar Rapids. 

Her family and friends will 
be making remarks and sharing 
their favorite memories begin-
ning around 6 p.m. The family 

requests that you wear some-
thing orange.

A full obituary can be found 
online at www.murdochfuner-
alhome.com.

Ellen Webber, 58

Ellen Webber

Elverna Mary Praska, 90
Elverna Mary Praska, age 90, of New Hampton, died Sunday, 

March 10, 2024, at Linn Haven Rehab & Healthcare in New 
Hampton.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
March 16, 2024, at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church in 
Lawler, with the Rev. Nick Radloff  celebrating the Mass. 

Interment will be held at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic 
Cemetery in Lawler following the service.

Friends may greet the family from 9 to 10:15 a.m. prior to the 
service on Saturday, March 16, 2024, at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Catholic Church in Lawler. A Rosary Service will be held at 8:30 
a.m. prior to the visitation at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic 
Church in Lawler.

Hugeback-Johnson Funeral Home & Crematory in New 
Hampton has been entrusted with arrangements.

Myrna Moore, 89
Myrna Moore, age 89 of Fredericksburg, died Monday, March 

11, 2024, at her home surrounded by her family. 
Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, March 15, 

2024, at Hillcrest Baptist & Brethren Church in Fredericksburg 
with the Rev. Scott Smith offi  ciating. 

Interment will be held at the Apostolic Cemetery, rural Elgin. 
Friends may greet the family from 4 to 6 p.m. Thursday, March 

14, 2024, at Hugeback-Johnson Funeral Home & Crematory in 
Fredericksburg. Visitation continues an hour prior to the service 
at the church on Friday. 

MONDAY
• Chickasaw County 

Board of Supervisors, 9 
a.m., Courthouse.

• New Hampton School 
Board, 6:30 p.m., High 
School Family and Consum-
er Science Room.

• New Hampton City 
Council, 7 p.m., City Hall.

History
• In 1950, the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation 
institutes the “Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives” list in an 
effort to publicize particular-
ly dangerous fugitives.

• In 1964, Jack Ruby, the 
Dallas nightclub owner who 
killed Lee Harvey Oswald 
— the accused assassin of 
President John F. Kenne-
dy — is found guilty of the 
“murder with malice” of Os-
wald and receives the death 
sentence.

• In 1991, in the face of 
widespread questioning of 
their guilt, British authorities 
release the so-called “Bir-
mingham Six,” six Irish 
men who had been sent to 
prison 16 years earlier for 
the 1974 terrorist bombings 
of two Birmingham, En-
gland, pubs.

Birthdays
• German-born theoreti-

cal physicist Albert Einstein 
was born in 1879.

• Astronaut Frank Bor-
man, who commanded the 
Apollo 8 mission that was 
the fi rst to go into lunar obit, 
was born in 1928.

• The late Kirby Puckett, 
the Hall of Fame Minnesota 
Twins outfi elder, was born 
in 1960.

• American Olympic gold 
medalist gymnast Simone 
Biles turns 27.

• NBA great Stephen 
Curry turns 36.

• American comedian and 
fi lm star Billy Crystal turns 
76.

• Actor Michael Caine 
and record producer Quincy 
Jones Jr. both turn 91.

Corrections
• The Tribune wants to 

make sure all information 
it presents is accurate and 
correct.

If you see an error, 
please call Editor Bob Fen-
ske at 641-394-2111.

Almanac
 H L P
Wednesday 53 28 --
Thursday 53 31 .05
Friday 41 19 .10
Saturday 39 15 --
Sunday 49 30 --
Monday 73 30 --
Tuesday 68 44 --

Forecast
Thursday: Showers 

likely and a thunderstorm 
possible with a high of 50 
and a low of 33.

Friday: Chance of snow 
early in the morning but 
turning sunny; high 49, low 
32.

Saturday: Partly sunny 
but slight chance of a pop-
up shower; high 52, low 27.

Sunday: Sunny but blus-
tery with a high of 40 and 
low of 21.

Extended forecast: 
We’ll start off the week on 
the cold side with a Monday 
high of 37 and low of 25.
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Meetings

CHICKASAW COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ 
MINUTES March 4, 2024

The Board convened on Monday, 
March 4, 2024, at 9:00 AM with mem-
bers Breitbach, Kuhn, Suckow, Hackman 
and Cerwinske present in the Boardroom 
on the second floor of the Court House, 
New Hampton, Iowa.  Chairperson Cer-
winske called the meeting to order.  Also 
present were Attorney David Laudner, 
Auditor Sheila Shekleton,  Bob Fenske, 
member of media, Terry Johnson,  Short 
Elliott Hendrickson (SEH) Rustin Ling-
beek, Engineer Roman Lensing, Assessor 
Raymond Armel, Stanton Electric Chuck 
Stanton, Sheriff Ryan Shawver, Kathy 
Shekleton, Alhers & Cooney Attorney 
Jason Comisky (Phone).

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve the agenda for March 
4, 2024 with the 9:40 AM Custodian 
Dave Gorman tabled to a later date.  Roll 
Call:  All Ayes.   Motion carried.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by 
Breitbach  to approve the meeting min-
utes from February 26, 2024.   Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Suckow, Breitbach, Cerwinske.  
Abstained:  Hackman and Kuhn.   Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Breitbach  to approve the meeting min-
utes from February 27, 2024.   Roll Call:  
Ayes: Hackman, Breitbach,  Suckow, 
Cerwinske.  Abstained:  Kuhn.   Motion 
carried.

Motion by Breitbach, seconded by 
Suckow to amend the February 22, 2024 
minutes to have Supervisor Cerwinske 
leaving at 2:30 PM and have the adjourn-
ment read, Motion by Kuhn, seconded 
by Suckow to adjourn at 2:45 PM.  Roll 
Call:  Ayes:  Kuhn, Suckow, Breitbach.  
Absent:  Hackman and Cerwinske.  Roll 
Call:  Breitbach, Suckow, Kuhn.  Ab-
stained Hackman and Cerwinske.  Mo-
tion carried.

Public comment.  Terry Johnson 
asked about the owl working last week 
and that he had negative feelings about 
the Chickasaw Heritage Building Center 
Water Main Extension Project.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to set the 2nd Monday of the 
month for the end of quarter department 
meetings:  March 11 @ 1:00 P.M., June 
10 @ 1:00 P.M., September 9 @ 1:00 
P.M.,  and December 9 @1:00 P.M..  
Roll Call:  All Ayes.   Motion carried.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Bre-
itbach to open Public Hearing Pursuant 
to Iowa Code Section 26.12 for Proposed 
Public Improvement Project at 9:12 AM.  
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Kuhn, Breitbach, Suc-
kow, Hackman, and Cerwinske.  Motion 
carried.

Discussion for and against Chick-
asaw Heritage Building Center Water 
Main Extension Project.  No written 

comment.
Motion by Hackman, seconded by 

Suckow to close Public Hearing Pursuant 
to Iowa Code Section 26.12 for Proposed 
Public Improvement Project at 9:23 AM.  
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Hackman, Suckow, 
Breitbach, Kuhn, and Cerwinske.  Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to direct the County Attorney to 
draft two resolutions one to approve con-
tract and bond and the second to award 
the contract for Chickasaw Heritage 
Building Center Water Main Extension 
Project to Popp Excavating, Inc, Osage 
Iowa,  for $143.838.75.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  
Hackman, Suckow, Cerwinske.  Nays:  
Breitbach, Kuhn.  Motion carried.

Discussion of the Urban Renewal 
Plan updates with Alhers & Cooney At-
torney Jason Comisky (Phone).

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve RESOLUTION #03-
04-24-09 FOR A COUNTY TO AWARD 
CONTRACT & DELEGATE CON-
TRACT SIGNING IN DOC EXPRESS-
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, 
hereafter referred to as “the Board”, be-
lieves the Bridge Replacement - PPCB 
Project BROS-C019(111)—5F-19, here-
after referred to as “the project” is in the 
best interest of Chickasaw County, Iowa, 
and the residents thereof. The project 
is defined as Bridge Replacement Proj-
ect – PPCB on 310th St., over East Fork 
Wapsipinicon River, S34, T94, R12; 
and WHEREAS, the Board has sought 
appropriate professional guidance for 
the concept and planning for the project 
and followed the steps as required by the 
Code of Iowa for notifications, hearings, 
and bidding/letting’ and HEREAS, the 
Board finds this resolution appropriate 
and necessary to protect, preserve, and 
improve the rights, privileges, property, 
peace, safety, health, welfare, comfort, 
and convenience of Chickasaw County 
and its citizens, all as provided for in 
and permitted by section 331.301 of the 
Code of Iowa; and IT IS THEREFORE 
RESOLVED, by the Board to accept the 
bid from Peterson Contractors Inc. in the 
amount of $1,215,158.05 and awards to 
associated contract(s) to the same; Dated 
at Chickasaw County, Iowa, this 4th day 
of March, 2024 /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, 
Chairman, Aye: Hackman, Suckow, 
Breitbach, Kuhn, Cerwinske  /ss/Attest: 
Sheila Shekleton Auditor The full text 
of the resolution can be obtained at the 
Auditor’s Office or online on county’s 
website https://www.chickasawcounty.
iowa.gov under Departments, Board of 
Supervisors, Resolutions.

Motion by Hackman, seconded 
by Kuhn to approve RESOLUTION 
#03-04-24-10 FOR A COUNTY TO 
AWARD CONTRACT & DELEGATE 
CONTRACT SIGNING IN DOC EX-

PRESS WHEREAS, the Board of Su-
pervisors, hereafter referred to as “the 
Board”, believes the Traffic Sign Project 
HSIP-SWAP-C019(112)—FJ-19, here-
after referred to as “the project” is in 
the best interest of Chickasaw County, 
Iowa, and the residents thereof. The 
project is defined as Traffic Signs Proj-
ect on B-16, B-22, B-28, B-33, B-44, 
B-54, B-57, T-76, V-56, V-64, 225th 
St., Kenwood Ave. & South Linn Ave.; 
and WHEREAS, the Board has sought 
appropriate professional guidance for 
the concept and planning for the project 
and followed the steps as required by the 
Code of Iowa for notifications, hearings, 
and bidding/letting’ and WHEREAS, the 
Board finds this resolution appropriate 
and necessary to protect, preserve, and 
improve the rights, privileges, property, 
peace, safety, health, welfare, comfort, 
and convenience of Chickasaw County 
and its citizens, all as provided for in 
and permitted by section 331.301 of the 
Code of Iowa; and IT IS THEREFORE 
RESOLVED, by the Board to accept the 
bid from Iowa Plains Signing, Inc. in the 
amount of $65,770.00 and awards to as-
sociated contract(s) to the same;  Dated 
at Chickasaw County, Iowa, this 4th day 
of March, 2024 /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, 
Chairman, Aye: Hackman, Kuhn, Bre-
itbach, Suckow, Cerwinske  /ss/Attest: 
Sheila Shekleton Auditor The full text 
of the resolution can be obtained at the 
Auditor’s Office or online on county’s 
website https://www.chickasawcounty.
iowa.gov under Departments, Board of 
Supervisors, Resolutions.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Breit-
bach to approve RESOLUTION #03-04-
24-11 FOR A COUNTY TO AWARD 
CONTRACT & DELEGATE CON-
TRACT SIGNING IN DOC EXPRESS 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, 
hereafter referred to as “the Board”, be-
lieves the Pavement Markings Project 
FM-C019(114)—55-19, hereafter re-
ferred to as “the project” is in the best 
interest of Chickasaw County, Iowa, and 
the residents thereof. The project is de-
fined as Pavement Markings Project on 
various county roads; and

WHEREAS, the Board has sought 
appropriate professional guidance for 
the concept and planning for the project 
and followed the steps as required by the 
Code of Iowa for notifications, hearings, 
and bidding/letting’ and WHEREAS, the 
Board finds this resolution appropriate 
and necessary to protect, preserve, and 
improve the rights, privileges, property, 
peace, safety, health, welfare, comfort, 
and convenience of Chickasaw County 
and its citizens, all as provided for in 
and permitted by section 331.301 of the 
Code of Iowa; and IT IS THEREFORE 
RESOLVED, by the Board to accept the 
bid from Vogel Traffic Services, Inc. in 

the amount of $171,883.10 and awards to 
associated contract(s) to the same;  Dated 
at Chickasaw County, Iowa, this 4th day 
of March, 2024 /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, 
Chairman, Aye:  Kuhn, Breitbach,Suc-
kow, Hackman, Cerwinske  /ss/Attest: 
Sheila Shekleton Auditor The full text 
of the resolution can be obtained at the 
Auditor’s Office or online on county’s 
website https://www.chickasawcounty.
iowa.gov under Departments, Board of 
Supervisors, Resolutions.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to move forward with a 28E 
agreement with the City of New Hamp-
ton for a locally let PCC Paving Project 
on Kenwood Ave, from 210th Street to 
U.S Highway 18 and direct County At-
torney to draw the contract up with terms 
of a five-year contract, interest free, and 
five annual payments.  The first payment 
set for July 5, 2025.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Hackman, Suckow, Breitbach, Kuhn, 
Cerwinske.  Motion carried.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Bre-
itbach to approve the EMS remodeling 
project contract for $169,162.00, with      

Stanton Electric to be Contract Man-
ager, authorize chair signature, make sure 
we have liability insurance, and payment 
will come from EMS budget and ARPA 
budget.  Supervisor Kuhn called a ques-
tion.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to amend motion to pay the 
$169,162.00 for the EMS remodeling 
project out of EMS fund Supervisor 
Hackman called a question. Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hackman, Suckow. Nays:  Bre-
itbach, Kuhn, Cerwinske.  Motion failed.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Bre-
itbach to amend 1st motion to approve 
the EMS remodeling project contract 
for $169,162.00, with Stanton Electric 
to be Contract Manager, authorize chair 
signature, make sure we have liability 
insurance, and payment not to exceed 
$64,000.00 will come from ARPA bud-
get and the rest from EMS budget.  Roll 
Call: Ayes:  Kuhn, Breitbach, Cerwinske 
Nays: Suckow, Hackman.  Motion car-
ried.

Discussed Health and Dental Insur-
ance renewal.

Budget work session
Consensus of the board to set Public 

Hearing for Tax Levies for March 25 at 
1:00 PM next week’s meeting.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve RESOLUTION 03-
04-24-12 WHEREAS, the Chickasaw 
County Compensation Board meets an-
nually to recommend a compensation 
schedule for elected officials for the fis-
cal year immediately following, in accor-
dance with Iowa Code Sections 331.905 
and 331.907, and WHEREAS, the Chick-
asaw County Compensation Board met 
on December 6, 2023 and made the fol-

lowing salary recommendations for the
following elected officials for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2024:

Elected Official, Current Salary, Pro-
posed increase, Recommended Salary.

Auditor: 72,351.38, $6,511.62, 
$78,863.00

County Attorney: $121,641.77,
$10,947.76, $132,589.53

Recorder: $72,342.14, 6,510.79, 
$78,852.93

Sheriff: $99,616.32, $8,9653.47,
108,581.79

Supervisors: $33,951.65, $3055.65, 
$37,007.30

Treasurer: $72,342.14, $6,510.79,
$78,852.93

WHEREAS, the Chickasaw County
Board of Supervisors may decrease the 
recommendation for the elected offi-
cials--so long as the decrease is by an
equal percentage--and also may decrease
the recommendation for the Supervisors
irrespective of any decrease for the other
elected officials; and WHEREAS, the 
Chickasaw County Board of Supervi-
sors intends to decrease the recommen-
dation for the Supervisors by 6.7% and 
the recommendation for the other elected
officials by 66.7%; THEREFORE, BE
IT RESOLVED that the Chickasaw 
County Board of Supervisors approves 
the following salary adjustments for the
following elected officials for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2024:

Elected Official, Current Salary, Pro-
posed Increase, Recommended Salary

Auditor: $72,351.38, $2170.54,
$74,521.92

County Attorney: $121,641.77,
$3,649.25, $125,291.02

Recorder: $72,342.14, $2,170.26,
74,512.40

Sheriff: $99,616.32, $2988.49,
$102,604.81

Superviisors: $33,951,65, $1,018.55, 
$34,970.20

Treasurer: $72,342.14, $2,170.26,
$74,512.40

Approved on this 4th day of March
2024.  /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, Chairman, 
Aye: Hackman, Suckow, Cerwinske.
Nays:  Kuhn, Breitbach.  /ss/Attest:
Sheila Shekleton Auditor

Committee Assignments
Supervisor Cerwinske, Floyd, Mitch-

ell, Chickasaw County Landfill, February
28.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Suc-
kow to adjourn at 11:57 AM. Roll Call:
Kuhn, Suckow, Breitbach, Hackman,
Cerwinske. Motion carried.

Scott Cerwinske, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Sheila Shekleton, Secre-

tary to the Board

No. 23770
3/14/24    3/15/24
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Property Transfers
Vincent L. Miller and 

Barbara J. Miller to Thomas 
A. Miller TR and Vincent L. 
Miller Trust; UNDIVIDED 
ONE HALF INTEREST S1/2 
EX ROADS SE 02-95-14 N1/2 
SE 02-95-14 LOTS 3 & 4 NW 
01-95-14 S6AC OF LOT 2 NW 
01-95-14 SE NW 01-95-14.

Vincent L. Miller and 
Barbara J. Miller to Thomas 
A. Miller TR and Barbara J. 
Miller Trust; UNDIVIDED 
ONE HALF INTEREST S1/2 
EX ROADS SE 02-95-14 N1/2 
SE 02-95-14 LOTS 3 & 4 NW 
01-95-14 S6AC OF LOT 2 NW 
01-95-14 SE NW 01-95-14.

Bryce Connor to Zane Stice 

and Trinity Dzieweczynski; 
FREDERICKSURG ORIGINAL 
PLAT (FB) Lot: 8 Block: 19.

Patrick J. Arnold, Patrick 
Arnold, Carol A. Arnold and 
Carol Arnold to BDCK & D LLC; 
BOEDINGS FIRST ADD L6 
W1/2 SE 09-95=12.

Carlyle C. Miller EST, Grant 
L. Anderson TR and Wayne A. 
Moetsch TR to Garth W. Griffi  n 
and Nancy B. Griff en; SE SE 
04-95-14 E2R SW SE 04-95-14 
S1R E43R SW SE 04-95-14.

Landree Kobliska and Blake 
Johnson to Cody J. Moser and 
Lindsay M. Moser; RIO VISTA 
EST LS NW NE 06-95-12.

Dean D. Hubka TR, Shirley 

R. Hubka TR, Dean D. Hubka 
Trust and Shirley R. Hubka 
Trust to Wayne Throndson 
and Dale Throndson; N1/2 SW 
23-97-11 W1/2 SE SW 23-97-
11 EX PARCEL B & PARCEL 
2023-27 SW SW 23-97-11.

City of New Hampton to 
Marlys Uglum; Parcel 2023-43 
SW SE 07-95-12.

Timothy Attleson Atty In 
Fact and Hiroko Attleson to 
Tony Jirak; L12 OF AUDITORS 
PLAT NUMBER 2017-1 27-97-
12.

Wendel R. Miller and Delane 
A. Miller to Windy Acres LLC; 
LOT 1 EX PARCELS SW NE 
19-94-14.

GET THE LATEST NEWS, WEATHER AND SPORTS 24/7 WITH A CLICK OF YOUR MOUSE 
CALL 641-394-2111 AND SUBSCRIBE TO YOUR LOCAL ONLINE NEWSPAPER TODAY!

Briefs
LifeServe in Fredericksburg today
A LifeServe blood donor day will be held at the Sumner Fred-

ericksburg Middle School today (Thursday) from 1-5 p.m. at 300 
Main Street, Fredericksburg.

Every two seconds, someone needs a lifesaving blood trans-
fusion. Your local hospital relies entirely on blood donors from the 
community through LifeServe. Let’s paint the town green with acts 
of kindness! Roll up your sleeve and be a hero this St. Patrick’s 
Day season.

Schedule an appointment at an upcoming blood drive in your 
community today by going to lifeservebloodcenter.org or call 800-
287-4903.

Students embark on four-day weekend
New Hampton Community Schools and St. Joseph Community 

School students are gearing up for a four-day weekend.
No school will be held Friday because it is a comp day for in-

structors after two evenings of parent-teacher conference were 
held while Monday is a professional development day for staff 
members, meaning no classes will be held.
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The Lawler City Council met in regu-
lar session on March 4, 2024 at 7:00 PM.

Mayor Mark Mueterthies presided.
Council members present: Scheidel, 

King, Wilson and Roberson
Council members absent: Croell
Others present: Jay Uhlenhake, Ryan 

LaRosa-Fehr Graham, Jane Lynch and 
Cathy Humpal

Motion made by King to approve the 
Agenda Second by Scheidel. All Ayes. 
Motion passed.

Motion made by Scheidel to approve 
the previous minutes and approval of 
current bills. Second by King. All Ayes. 
Motion passed.  
ARAMARK RUGS  ................... 276.86
JENDRO GARBAGE CONTRACT  ....  

............................................ 3,309.29
SANDEAN & COOMPANY, INC 

DUMP TRUCK  ..................... 153.2
UPS  ............................................ 122.91
TEST AMERICA ........................... 95.6
EFTPS FED/FICA TAX  ......... 1,656.47
IPERS IPERS  .......................... 1,258.30
MIENERGY ELECTRICITY ................  

.......................................... 21,911.01
CASH .........................................  446.16
HAWKINS AZONE  .................. 488.19
BLAZEK CORPORATION Clean cul-

vert Brush St  ............................. 770
TEAM LAB SUPER BUGS  ........... 804
NEW HAMPTON TRIBUNE JANU-

ARY 2024 MINUTES .........  129.71
LAWLER PUBLIC LIBRARY OCT 

NOV DEC 2023 PAYMENT ..........
............................................ 3,500.01

ROGER DRECKMAN CLEAN CUL-
VERT BRUSH ST AND  .. 1,000.00

QUILL CORPORATION COPY 
PAPER  ................................... 72.96

IOWA ONE CALL EMAIL ............  4.5
DENNIS UNGS LAPTOP  .............. 720
ROSENBAUM AUTO SNOW PLOW   

............................................... 996.47
VISA - J UHLENHAKE SNOW RE-

MOVAL  ............................... 122.47
VISA - S BYRNE ADOBE .........  21.19
HAWKEY INTERCONNECT  .... 37.32
FEHR GRAHAM BOX CULVERT EN-

GINEERING  ................... 36,750.00
HACH CHLORINE  ................... 274.41
PAYROLL CHECKS TOTAL PAY-

ROLL CHECKS  ............... 6,199.36 
CLAIMS TOTAL  ................. 81,120.39
REVENUE  ............................ 60,658.04
GENERAL FUND  .................. 8,845.25
REVENUE  .............................. 3,988.33
SANITATION FUND  ............ 3,309.29
REVENUE  .............................. 3,266.77
ROAD USE TAX FUND......... 1,474.45 
REVENUE  .............................. 3,515.81
CAP PRO STORM DRAINAGE FUND
 .......................................... 38,520.00
WATER FUND ......................  2,436.90
REVENUE  .............................. 6,699.56
SEWER FUND  ....................... 3,044.83
REVENUE  .............................. 9,985.55
ELECTRIC FUND ................ 23,489.67
REVENUE  ............................ 33,202.02
LIBRARY
IPERS IPERS .............................  271.97
INGRAM BOOKS .......................  225.3
BETTER HOMES RENEWAL .............  

............................................  2024 16
PREVENTION  ............................ 51.36
MAGNOLIA JOURNAL RENEWAL  .

2024 15
HAWKEYE INTERCONNECT ..  31.12
MIC’S PLUMBING & HEATING
 ................................................. 86.73
CASH  ...................................... 8,016.00
MARYJANESFARM  .................. 21.95
BRINCKS CONSTRUCTION Library 

remodel  ........................... 13,550.00
PAYROLL CHECKS TOTAL PAY-

ROLL CHECKS ................ 1,490.27
CLAIMS TOTAL  ................. 23,775.70
GENERAL FUND  ................ 23,775.70

Jane Lynch and Cathy Humpal up-
dated the council regarding the library 
expansion. The library is waited for the
grant request and said should be hear 
sometime in March. The library is plan-
ning on having an open house either in 
April or May.

King discussed a city garage sale and 
can drive with donated items for sale to
raise money for Christmas lights during 
spring clean-up. It was decided to just
have a can drive. The city would like 
spring clean-up to be April 20 th or April
27 th depending what would be available
for Jendro to bring the dumpsters. Su-
zette will call Jendro.

Motion made by Scheidel to open
Public Hearing to accept Box Culvert 
bids. Second by King.

Ayes: Scheidel, King, Wilson and
Roberson

Nayes: None
Absent: Croell
Motion passed.
Nick LaRosa with Fehr Graham pre-

sented the bids for the replacement of the
box culverts within the city.

Motion made by King to accept the 4 
bids for 4 culverts from Bacon Concrete 
LLC of Postville, IA for $815,665.50 for 
the base bid work. Second by Roberson.

Ayes: King, Roberson, Wilson and 
Scheidel.

Nayes: None
Absent: Croell
Motion passed.
Motion made by Scheidel to close the

Public Hearing. Second by Wilson.
Ayes: Scheidel, Wilson, Roberson

and King
Nayes: None
Absent: Croell
The nuisance abatement for the

property located at 205 N Center St was 
discussed. The property owners will be
taking the house down end of March 
2024. The garage on the property will be
painted and new window installed. The 
willow tree on the property will be cut
down.

The council discussed other nuisance
letters to be sent to property owners. Su-
zette will be sending nuisance letters to 
property owners.

There are several deceased trees on
home owner’s property. A list of the
property owner’s deceased trees was pre-
sented to the council. A letter will be sent
to the property owner’s with deceased
trees on their property. The property
owner will have 60 days from the date
of the letter to remove the tree or speak 
with Mayor Mueterthies or any council 
member.

The council discussed putting a new
digital sign for the City of Lawler. The
Lions Club and Sons of a Legion will
help with cost. Roger Dreckman will be 
donating the land near the Key Car Wash
to put the sign on.

Next meeting will be April 1, 2024
Motion made by King to adjourn at 

7:50pm. Second by Scheidel.
Ayes: Wilson, King, Scheidel and

Roberson
Nays: None
Motion passed.
Suzette Byrne, City Clerk

No. 23762
03/14/24
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The Lawler City Council met in 
regular session on March 4, 2024 at 

7:00 PM.
Mayor Mark Mueterthies presided.
Council members present:  Scheidel, 

King, Wilson and Roberson
Council members absent: Croell
Others present:  Jay Uhlenhake, Ryan 

LaRosa-Fehr Graham, Jane Lynch and 
Cathy Humpal

Motion made by King to approve the 
Agenda

Second by Scheidel.   All Ayes.  Mo-
tion passed.

Motion made by Scheidel to approve 
the previous minutes and approval of cur-
rent bills.

Second by King.    All Ayes.  Motion 
passed.
ARAMARK, RUGS ................... 276.86
JENDRO, GARBAGE CONTRACT ....  

............................................ 3,309.29
SANDEAN & COOMPANY, INC, 

DUMP TRUCK ...................... 153.2
UPS,   .......................................... 122.91
TEST AMERICA............................ 95.6
EFTPS, FED/FICA TAX ......... 1,656.47
IPERS, IPERS .......................... 1,258.30
MIENERGY, ELECTRICITY 21,911.01
CASH, ......................................... 446.16
HAWKINS, AZONE .................. 488.19
BLAZEK CORPORATION, Clean cul-

vert Brush St .............................. 770
TEAM LAB, SUPER BUGS ........... 804
NEW HAMPTON TRIBUNE, JANU-

ARY 2024 MINUTES .......... 129.71
LAWLER PUBLIC LIBRARY, OCT 

NOV DEC 2023 PAYMENT...........
............................................ 3,500.01

ROGER DRECKMAN, CLEAN CUL-
VERT BRUSH ST AND ... 1,000.00

QUILL CORPORATION, COPY 
PAPER .................................... 72.96

IOWA ONE CALL, EMAIL ............ 4.5
DENNIS UNGS, LAPTOP .............. 720
ROSENBAUM AUTO, SNOW PLOW  

............................................... 996.47
VISA - J UHLENHAKE, SNOW RE-

MOVAL ................................ 122.47
VISA - S BYRNE, ADOBE ......... 21.19
HAWKEY INTERCONNECT ..... 37.32
FEHR GRAHAM, BOX CULVERT EN-

GINEERING .................... 36,750.00
HACH, CHLORINE ................... 274.41
PAYROLL CHECKS, TOTAL PAY-

ROLL CHECKS ................ 6,199.36
REVENUE,
CLAIMS TOTAL .................. 81,120.39
   .......................................... 60,658.04
GENERAL FUND ................... 8,845.25
     ............................................ 3,988.33
SANITATION FUND ............. 3,309.29
    ...........................................  3,266.77
ROAD USE TAX FUND......... 1,474.45
    ...........................................  3,515.81
CAP PRO STORM DRAINAGE FUND

.......................................... 38,520.00
WATER FUND ....................... 2,436.90
   ..........................................   6,699.56
SEWER FUND ........................ 3,044.83
 ........................................     9,985.55
ELECTRIC FUND................. 23,489.67
   .......................................... 33,202.02

LIBRARY
IPERS, IPERS ............................. 271.97
INGRAM, BOOKS ....................... 225.3
BETTER HOMES, RENEWAL 2024 16
PREVENTION ............................  51.36
MAGNOLIA JOURNAL, RENEWAL 

2024.............................................. 15
HAWKEYE INTERCONNECT ... 31.12
MIC’S PLUMBING & HEATING

................................................. 86.73
CASH ....................................... 8,016.00
MARYJANESFARM ................... 21.95
BRINCKS CONSTRUCTION, Library 

remodel ............................ 13,550.00
PAYROLL CHECKS, TOTAL PAY-

ROLL CHECKS ................ 1,490.27
CLAIMS TOTAL .................. 23,775.70
GENERAL FUND ................. 23,775.70

Jane Lynch and Cathy Humpal up-
dated the council regarding the library 
expansion.  The library is waited for the
grant request and said should be hear 
sometime in March.  The library is plan-
ning on having an open house either in 
April or May.

King discussed a city garage sale and
can drive with donated items for sale to
raise money for Christmas lights during 
spring clean-up.  It was decided to just
have a can drive.  The city would like
spring clean-up to be April 20th or April
27th depending what would be available
for Jendro to bring the dumpsters.  Su-
zette will call Jendro.

Motion made by Scheidel to open
Public Hearing to accept Box Culvert 
bids.  Second by King.

Ayes: Scheidel, King, Wilson and
Roberson

Nayes: None
Absent: Croell
Motion passed.
Nick LaRosa with Fehr Graham pre-

sented the bids for the replacement of the
box culverts within the city.

Motion made by King to accept the 4
bids for 4 culverts from Bacon Concrete
LLC of Postville, IA for $815,665.50 for
the base bid work.    Second by Rober-
son.

Ayes: King, Roberson, Wilson and
Scheidel.

Nayes: None
Absent: Croell
Motion passed.
Motion made by Scheidel to close the

Public Hearing. Second by Wilson.
Ayes: Scheidel, Wilson, Roberson

and King
Nayes: None
Absent: Croell
The nuisance abatement for the

property located at 205 N Center St was
discussed.  The property owners will be
taking the house down end of March 
2024.  The garage on the property will be
painted and new window installed.  The
willow tree on the property will be cut
down.

The council discussed other nuisance
letters to be sent to property owners.  Su-
zette will be sending nuisance letters to 
property owners.

There are several deceased trees on 
home owner’s property.  A list of the 
property owner’s deceased trees was
presented to the council.  A letter will
be sent to the property owner’s with
deceased trees on their property.  The
property owner will have 60 days from 
the date of the letter to remove the tree
or speak with Mayor Mueterthies or any
council member.

The council discussed helping the 
Lawler Lions and Sons of a Legion fund
a digital sign in the City of Lawler to be
located on the Key Car Wash property

Next meeting will be April 1, 2024
Motion made by King to adjourn at

7:50pm.  Second by Scheidel.
Ayes:  Wilson, King, Scheidel and 

Roberson
Nays:  None
Motion passed.
Suzette Byrne, City Clerk

No. 23774
03/14/24
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CITY NAME:
LAWLER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CITY OF LAWLER - PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 CITY #: 19-165

The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year City property tax levy as follows:
Meeting Date:    4/1/2024    Meeting Time:    07:05 PM    Meeting Location:    Lawler City Hall

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax
levy, the City Council will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed city budget.

City Website (if available)  City Telephone Number
(563) 238-3614

Iowa Department of Management Current Year   Certified  
Property Tax  2023 - 2024

Budget Year  Effective Property 
Tax   2024 - 2025

Budget Year  Proposed  
Property Tax   2024 - 2025

Taxable Valuations for Non-Debt Service 11,849,251 12,687,159 12,687,159
Consolidated General Fund 100,778 100,778 104,763
Operation & Maintenance of Public Transit 0 0 0
Aviation Authority 0 0 0
Liability, Property & Self Insurance 19,863 19,863 21,264
Support of Local Emergency Mgmt. Comm. 0 0 0
Unified Law Enforcement 0 0 0
Police & Fire Retirement 0 0 0
FICA & IPERS (If at General Fund Limit) 3,769 3,769 4,124
Other Employee Benefits 2,108 2,108 2,434
Capital Projects (Capital Improv. Reserve) 0 0 0
Taxable Value for Debt Service 11,849,251 12,687,159 12,687,159
Debt Service 16,821 16,821 58,056
CITY REGULAR TOTAL PROPERTY TAX 143,339 143,339 190,641
CITY REGULAR TAX RATE 12.09695 11.29796 15.02627
Taxable Value for City Ag Land 484,151 493,954 493,954
Ag Land 1,454 1,454 1,484
CITY AG LAND TAX RATE 3.00320 2.94359 3.00375
Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed
Residential property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Residential 661 696 5.30
Commercial property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Commercial 661 696 5.30
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties
have the same Rollback Percentage at $100,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
Increase in long term debt.

No. 23764
03/14/24
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CITY NAME:
ALTA VISTA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CITY OF ALTA VISTA - PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 CITY #: 19-161

The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year City property tax levy as follows:
Meeting Date:    3/28/2024    Meeting Time:    06:00 PM    Meeting Location:    Alta Vista City Hall- 110 E Weber St. Alta Vista, IA 50603

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax
levy, the City Council will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed city budget.

City Website (if available)  City Telephone Number
(641) 364-2975

Iowa Department of Management Current Year   Certified  
Property Tax  2023 - 2024

Budget Year  Effective Property 
Tax   2024 - 2025

Budget Year  Proposed  
Property Tax   2024 - 2025

Taxable Valuations for Non-Debt Service 3,966,850 3,657,269 3,657,269
Consolidated General Fund 33,658 33,658 31,032
Operation & Maintenance of Public Transit 0 0 0
Aviation Authority 0 0 0
Liability, Property & Self Insurance 17,965 17,965 25,947
Support of Local Emergency Mgmt. Comm. 0 0 0
Unified Law Enforcement 0 0 0
Police & Fire Retirement 0 0 0
FICA & IPERS (If at General Fund Limit) 5,462 5,462 5,988
Other Employee Benefits 8,862 8,862 8,982
Capital Projects (Capital Improv. Reserve) 0 0 0
Taxable Value for Debt Service 3,966,850 3,657,269 3,657,269
Debt Service 0 0 0
CITY REGULAR TOTAL PROPERTY TAX 65,947 65,947 71,949
CITY REGULAR TAX RATE 16.62469 18.03176 19.67279
Taxable Value for City Ag Land 406,439 526,783 526,783
Ag Land 1,221 1,221 1,582
CITY AG LAND TAX RATE 3.00375 2.31784 3.00313
Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed
Residential property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Residential 909 912 0.33
Commercial property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Commercial 909 912 0.33
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties
have the same Rollback Percentage at $100,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
Increase cost of wages, supplies, repairs, fuel, and insurance

No. 23765
3/14/23
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING -PROPOSED
PROPERTY TAX LEVY

Proposed NEW HAMPTON Property Tax Levy Fiscal
Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

Location of Public Hearing: New Hampton High School FCS 710 West
Main St. New Hampton, IA 50659 Date of Public Hearing: 3/26/2024 Time of Public

Hearing: 06:30 PM

Location of Notice on School Website: https://www.new-
hampton.k12.ia.us/page/school-budget-information

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present oral or written objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax levy,
the Board will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed budget.

Current Year   Final Property
Tax Dollar Levy  FY 2024

Budget Year   Effective Property Tax Dollar Levy  (No
change in Property Tax Dollars Levied)  FY 2025

Budget Year   Proposed Property
Tax Dollar Levy  FY 2025

General Fund Levy 1 4,342,987 4,342,987 4,459,634
Instructional Support Levy 2 64,632 64,632 36,437
Management 3 430,559 430,559 670,771
Amana Library 4 0 0 0
Voted Physical Plant and Equipment 5 0 0 0
Regular Physical Plant and Equipment 6 182,296 182,296 187,439
Reorganization Equalization 7 0 0 0
Public Education/Recreation (Playground) 8 0 0 0
Debt Service 9 884,750 884,750 910,665
Grand Total 10 5,905,224 5,905,224 6,264,946

Current Year   Final Property
Tax Rate  FY 2024

Budget Year   Effective Property Tax Rate  (No
change in Property Tax Dollars Levied)  FY 2025

Budget Year   Proposed Property
Tax Rate  FY 2025

Grand Total Levy Rate 10.87275 10.71010 11.36687

Property Tax Comparison Current Year   Property Taxes Proposed  Property Taxes Percent Change
Residential property with an 
Actual/Assessed Value of $100,000 594 527 -11.28

Commercial property with an 
Actual/Assessed Value of $100,000 594 527 -11.28

Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties have
the same Rollback Percentage at $100,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
The reasons for the tax increase is because we had a large special education deficit, we are expecting a 15 to 20 percent increase in our Property Casualty/Liability Insurance, and
we've been notified that we have to assume an unlimited 1% deductible for wind/hail damage.

No. 23773
3/14/24

An opportunity to explore!
New Hampton High School students visit with represen-
tatives of colleges and businesses at the Iowa BIG North
Opportunity Fair that was held Tuesday.

Photo courtesy of Krissy Anderson
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CITY NAME:
NEW HAMPTON

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CITY OF NEW HAMPTON - PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 CITY #: 19-167

The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year City property tax levy as follows:
Meeting Date:    4/1/2024    Meeting Time:    07:00 PM    Meeting Location:    112 East Spring Street, New Hampton, IA

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax
levy, the City Council will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed city budget.

City Website (if available)  City Telephone Number
(641) 394-5906

Iowa Department of Management Current Year   Certified  
Property Tax  2023 - 2024

Budget Year  Effective Property 
Tax   2024 - 2025

Budget Year  Proposed   Property
Tax   2024 - 2025

Taxable Valuations for Non-Debt Service 148,436,313 149,691,708 149,691,708
Consolidated General Fund 1,317,511 1,317,511 1,328,653
Operation & Maintenance of Public Transit 0 0 0
Aviation Authority 0 0 0
Liability, Property & Self Insurance 289,657 289,657 187,779
Support of Local Emergency Mgmt. Comm. 0 0 0
Unified Law Enforcement 0 0 0
Police & Fire Retirement 0 0 0
FICA & IPERS (If at General Fund Limit) 174,793 174,793 194,770
Other Employee Benefits 0 0 309,634
Capital Projects (Capital Improv. Reserve) 0 0 0
Taxable Value for Debt Service 159,884,549 170,120,973 170,120,973
Debt Service 59,074 59,074 53,940
CITY REGULAR TOTAL PROPERTY TAX 1,841,035 1,841,035 2,074,776
CITY REGULAR TAX RATE 12.37436 12.25146 13.81706
Taxable Value for City Ag Land 1,020,995 1,106,073 1,106,073
Ag Land 3,067 3,067 3,322
CITY AG LAND TAX RATE 3.00375 2.77287 3.00375
Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed
Residential property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Resident 676 640 -5.33
Commercial property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Commercial 676 640 -5.33
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties
have the same Rollback Percentage at $100,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
Payroll and Payroll tax increases

No. 23749
3/14/24

CITY NAME:
IONIA

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CITY OF IONIA - PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 CITY #: 19-164

The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year City property tax levy as follows:
Meeting Date:    3/25/2024    Meeting Time:    06:30 PM    Meeting Location:    Ionia City Hall, 101 W Iowa St, Ionia, Iowa

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax
levy, the City Council will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed city budget.

City Website (if available)
N/A  City Telephone Number

(319) 239-0289

Iowa Department of Management Current Year   Certified  
Property Tax  2023 - 2024

Budget Year  Effective Property 
Tax   2024 - 2025

Budget Year  Proposed  
Property Tax   2024 - 2025

Taxable Valuations for Non-Debt Service 6,530,178 6,728,673 6,728,673
Consolidated General Fund 54,657 54,657 56,319
Operation & Maintenance of Public Transit 0 0 0
Aviation Authority 0 0 0
Liability, Property & Self Insurance 5,891 5,891 7,865
Support of Local Emergency Mgmt. Comm. 0 0 0
Unified Law Enforcement 0 0 0
Police & Fire Retirement 0 0 0
FICA & IPERS (If at General Fund Limit) 791 791 3,387
Other Employee Benefits 0 0 0
Capital Projects (Capital Improv. Reserve) 0 0 0
Taxable Value for Debt Service 6,530,178 6,728,673 6,728,673
Debt Service 0 0 0
CITY REGULAR TOTAL PROPERTY TAX 61,339 61,339 67,571
CITY REGULAR TAX RATE 9.39337 9.11606 10.04223
Taxable Value for City Ag Land 340,180 348,626 348,626
Ag Land 1,022 1,022 1,047
CITY AG LAND TAX RATE 3.00375 2.93151 3.00375
Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed
Residential property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Resident 513 465 -9.36
Commercial property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Commercial 513 465 -9.36
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties
have the same Rollback Percentage at $100,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
Increase in property tax valuations, operational expenses, public safety, property insurance, and employees' wages and benefits

No. 23758
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CHICKASAW CO.
CLAIMS LISTING

02/26/2024
20/20 FX LLC, PC HARDWARE-SEC 

ROADS. POSTAGE-SHERIFF 
DEPT..................................... 560.42

AG VANTAGE FS INC, DIESEL & 
BRUSH CHEMICAL

 ............................................ 2,406.50
AHLERS & COONEY, P.C., PROF 

SVCS/BOND RELATED & HR 
SVCS.................................. 2,055.50

AIRGAS, INC., EMS-O2 CYL RENTAL
 ............................................... 217.43
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES, 

MOSHER START UP UNIFORMS
 259.63
AUTO VALUE OF NEW HAMPTON, 

EMS-WINDOW CLEANER .. 35.98
BLACK HILLS ENERGY, NAT 

GAS-LEMC,CSB,COURTHOUSE,-
JAIL,RECYCLING,MISC SHOP ...
............................................ 4,474.48

BLACKHAWK AUTOMATIC SPRIN-
KLERS, INC, FIRE SPRINKLER 
INSPECTION ....................... 235.00

BODENSTEINER IMPLEMENT COM-
PANY, HERITAGE MATERIALS .  
................................................. 57.45

BOUND TREE MEDICAL LLC, 
EMS-SENSORS,IV KIT,MED 
SUPPLS ................................ 307.54

BRUENING ROCK PRODUCTS INC, 
WINTER CONTRACT SAND........
............................................ 5,784.09

C. H. MCGUINESS CO. INC., #1982 
CAGE UNIT ......................... 383.92

CHICKASAW CO SHERIFF, SERVE 
PAPERS ................................ 390.21

CHICKASAW COUNTY POSTAGE 
METER, POSTAGE METER-MV 
& GS .................................. 3,000.00

CJ COOPER & ASSOC INC, CLEAR-
INGHOUSE QUERIES .......... 30.00

CULLIGAN  WATER CONDITION-
ING, 5 GAL BOTTLE/COOLER 
RENTAL ................................. 46.70

EASTERN IOWA TIRE INC, TIRES ...  
.......................................... 11,686.29

FAREWAY STORES INC, POP- 
COURTHOUSE .................... 105.84

FAYETTE COUNTY, JAN. 2024 IN-
MATE BOARDING .......... 1,550.00

FLOYD COUNTY SHERIFF, INMATE 
BOARDING-JAN & FEB . 2,145.00

FREDERICKSBURG, CITY OF, FEES 
FOR LEACHATE - 02/2024 LAND-
FILL CONTRACT................ 187.50

GALLS PARENT HOLDINGS LLC, 
CO SHERIFF-STREAMLIGHT .....
................................................. 70.28

GATR OF CEDAR RAPIDS INC, 
PARTS #24 ........................... 123.98

HACKMAN, JACOB J, LODGING & 
MILEAGE............................. 367.21

INTERSTATE BATTERIES OF UPPER 
IOWA, PARTS #56, #44, #42 .........  
............................................ 1,755.50

INTOXIMETERS, DRY GAS, CO 
SHERIFF............................... 125.00

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION, STOCK PARTS ......
............................................... 254.52

IOWA DNR, STORM WATER PRE-

MIT CTY LINE BRDIGE .... 175.00
KOCH OFFICE GROUP, COLOR COP-

IES - OFFICE ....................... 107.81
KOTTKE, RICH, VA COMM MTG 

2-13-24 .................................... 25.00
KUEHN, KATHRYN, VA COMM 

MTG 2-13-24 .......................... 25.00
L & R MANUFACTURING LLC, 

STOCK PARTS ................. 1,775.64
LA COMMUNICATIONS INC, RADIO 

ADS-HELP WANTED ......... 200.00
LAWSON PRODUCTS INC., ELEC-

TRICAL PARTS & SUPPLIES FOR 
REPAIRS .............................. 971.53

LEAF CAPITAL FUNDING LLC, 
COPIER LEASE ................... 412.73

LIDDELL-TIEDT, TONYA, SHER-
IFF-UNF REIMB .................... 26.98

LOU’S LP CO., LP AT THE 911/
MULLER TOWER ............... 290.00

MERCY HEALTH SERVICES - IA 
CORP, DOT RANDOM DRUG 
TESTING .............................. 120.00

MIDAMERICAN ENERGY CO, IN-
TERSECTION LIGHTING ...... 7.32

MIENERGY COOPERATIVE, INTER-
SECTON LIGHTING & SAUDE 
SHOP ELECTRICITY.......... 251.58

MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS INC, 
EMS-RADIO MEDIC 3 .... 4,196.34

NEW HAMPTON, CITY OF, UTLS CO 
BLDGS .............................. 5,109.83

NOSBISCH, RANDY, VA COMM 
MTG 2-13-24 .......................... 25.00

R & R WELDING INC, NH SHOP 
DRAINS & FLAT STEEL 3,099.58

RAPID PRINTERS / OFFICE WORLD, 
SERTA CHAIR,ENVELOPES, 
BUSINESS CARDS,LABELS,VA 
POSTCARDS .................... 1,039.72

RILEY’S INC, CONF ROOM 
TABLE,OFFICE SPPLS,COPIER 
SVC,TONER,CHAIR MAT 2,110.21

SCHUETH ACE HARDWARE, 
C O U R T H O U S E  S P P L S , 
MTRLS,HARDWARE,EMS FAN ..
............................................... 204.73

SHORT ELLIOTT HENDRICKSON 
INC, CHCBS WATERMAIN EXT .
............................................ 2,202.20

SPEICHER, DEAN, VA COMM MTG 
2-13-24 .................................... 25.00

STANTON ELECTRIC, OUTSIDE 
REPAIRS ON INTERSECTION 
LIGHTING 18/EXETER ...... 211.65

SUPERIOR LUMBER INC, LUM-
BER,NASHUA SHOP DOOR.........
............................................... 518.09

SUPERIOR WELDING SUPPLY CO, 
WELDING SUPPLIES ......... 444.87

TELECOM SERVICES OF IOWA INC, 
NEW FAX LINE INSTALLATION  
............................................... 145.00

VERN LAURES AUTO CENTER INC, 
PARTS #16 & #9,VEH REMOT-
BATTERY ............................ 298.16

ZIP’S OUTFITTERS, CO SHER-
IFF-LINDSAY UNIFORMS 128.64

Grand Total: ........................... 62,763.58
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people’s plans … kids being out 
of school, things like that.”

Suckow suggested that board 
members set Knutson’s salary 
at $80,000.

“We’re back where we started 
a year and a half ago,” County 
Attorney David Laudner said. 
“Is there an expectation for rig 
hours contained in therein or 
is that just administrative work 
and we let it run it non-para-
medic if there is not a paramed-
ic available?”

Hackman quickly responded.
“Straight $80,000, get the 

job done,” Hackman replied. 
“Take hours, take calls.”

But Supervisor Matt Kuhn 
said he was frustrated with 
how Suckow came up with the 
$80,000 fi gure.

“I just fi nd it interesting that 
we just pick a number and look-
ing at the comments and what 
the surrounding areas pay, I 
think we’re a little low,” Kuhn 
said. “And every other time we 
compare it to other counties 
and what everyone else is doing 
… but yet, we’re not doing that 
now.”

Kuhn then asked Knutson 

how he felt about the proposed
changes to the contract.

“I guess we won’t know for 
another year,” Knutson said. “If
for $80,000, I can get it done in
a reasonable amount of time …
I think that’s agreeable. To me,
it’s tolerable.”

But he asked board members 
what would happen if midway
through the contract and he was
“working a ton more” because
of staffi  ng levels.

“You can always come back. 
They’re under no obligation to
change it,” Laudner said, “but
you can always come back and
ask them to change it.”

Hackman said he’d be “open 
for that.”

In the end, board members 
voted 2-1 to direct Laudner to
make changes to the contract
and present it to them at this
coming Monday’s meeting.

Hackman and Suckow 
voted in the affi  rmative, and
Kuhn cast the lone nay vote.
Cerwinske was not at Monday’s
meeting during the contract
discussion, and the fi fth super-
visor, Steve Breitbach, as he
has on all votes on Knutson’s,
abstained because he is related
to Knutson.

EMS: FROM 2

Board directs county attorney to make 
changes to contract for EMS director

Week of March 
1949 (10 years ago)
• At a cost of approximately 

$4000, a new cement block 
building was built recently on 
East Main Street in Lawler, by 
the Alpha Telephone Company. 
The building will house a new 
switchboard, offi  ce and living 

quarters for the operator. In 
addition there will be a full 
basement which will serve as 
a supply room for telephone 
equipment. The new structure 
will be heated by oil. Mrs. Stella 
Shekleton is the operator. 

1974 (50 years ago)
• After over 100 years of 

looming down from one of 
Lawler’s highest hills, like a 
giant shepherd protecting its 
parish fl ock, the old Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel church build-
ing is being razed. Father John 
Moran and his parishioners 
hope to replace the historic old 
structure with a small “memo-

rial cemetery chapel” in which 
many of the old building’s reli-
gious items and memorabilia 
will be preserved. 

1999 (25 years ago)
• The New Hampton varsi-

ty boys basketball team won 
a District championship in 
the Class 3A district fi nals 

at Luther College against 
Decorah. New Hampton 
took an early lead against the 
Vikings and never looked back, 
never trailing. At the half, 
the Big Red led 30-27, and it 
stayed fairly close the rest of 
the way. The Chickasaws won 
61-53. 

The Chickasaws beat 
Waukon in the fi rst round, and 
will play fourth-ranked West 
Delaware in the 3A substate 
game. 

Custom Foods sponsored a 
coff ee and cake party to cele-
brate the fi nal sale of the fi rm 
to Dean Foods. Jon Nicolaisen, 
president of Custom Foods, 
spoke briefl y about how 
pleased he and his family are 
that a well respected fi rm, 
Dean Foods, had purchased 
Custom Foods. 

2014 (10 years ago)
• Mercy Medical Center-New 

Hampton’s own Emergency 
Department Charge Nurse 
and member of the Chickasaw 
Ambulance Service Jessica 
Durnan has been selected as 
one of the 100 Great Iowa 
Nurses for 2014. 

Honorees selected for this 
award represent the top nurses 
in Iowa whose courage, com-
passion and competence stand 
out among their Peers. Durnan 
lives in New Hampton with 
her husband, Ed and two boys 

Christopher and Charles. 
• The New Horizons-

Chamber Home Show held 
Sunday at the New Hampton 
High School gymnasium drew 
a large crowd. A breakfast was 
held and a variety of vendors 
turned out with fi nancial, con-
struction, in-home businesses 
and non-profi t entities having 
booths. The New Hampton 
Home Show was originally a 
trade show sponsored by the 
fi re department but was taken 
over by the chamber some 
years ago.

2019 (5 years ago)
• Noah Stochl, a 2013 New 

Hampton High School grad-
uate, has always been com-
petitive. He played a number 
of sports in high school and 
while an undergrad at Central 
College. 

And while his athletic com-
petition days are over, unless 
one counts golfi ng with his dad 
and brothers, Stochl has found 
new competition and it earned 
him and two other Iowa law 
students a trip to San Antonio 
later this month, when they 
will participate in the National 
Trial Competition (NTC) 
fi nals. Stochl, Micah Hawker-
Boehnke and Sean Lancaster 
won the NTC regional compe-
tition that was held in Lincoln, 
Neb., last month to advance to 
the national tournament. 

NEWS BITS FROM OUR PAST COMPILED BY TERRI JOSEPHSON
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COUNTY NAME:
CHICKASAW COUNTY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING -PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

COUNTY NUMBER:
19

The County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year County tax asking as follows:
Meeting Date: 3/27/2024      Meeting Time: 06:00 PM      Meeting Location: Courtroom, 3rd Floor of the Courthouse, 8 E Prospect, New Hampton, IA 50659

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax levy,
the Board will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed county budget.

County Website (if available)
https://www.chickasawcounty.iowa.gov/                         County Telephone Number

(641) 394-2100

Iowa Department of Management

Current Year
Certified

Property Tax
 

FY 2023/2024

Budget Year
Effective Tax

   
FY 2024/2025

Budget Year
Proposed Tax

   
FY 2024/2025

Taxable Valuations-General Services 922,031,747 934,724,123 934,724,123
Requested Tax Dollars-Countywide Rates 4,776,130 4,776,130 5,823,472
Tax Rate-Countywide 5.17386 5.10967 6.21964

Taxable Valuations-Rural Services 665,508,448 671,612,468 671,612,468
Requested Tax Dollars-Additional Rural Levies 2,209,055 2,209,055 2,485,638
Tax Rate-Rural Additional 3.31935 3.28918 3.70100
Rural Total 8.49321 8.39885 9.92064

Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed

Residential property with an
Actual/Assessed Valuation of $100,000

Current Year
Certified

Property Tax
FY 2023/2024

Budget Year
Proposed Tax
FY 2024/2025

Percent
Change

Urban Taxpayer 283 288 1.77
Rural Taxpayer 464 460 -0.86

Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed

Commercial property with an
Actual/Assessed Value of $100,000

Current Year
Certified

Property Tax
FY 2023/2024

Budget Year
Proposed Tax
FY 2024/2025

Percent
Change

Urban Taxpayer 283 288 1.77
Rural Taxpayer 464 460 -0.86

Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
General Supplemental levy and Rural Services Basic levy has increased. General Supplement increase due to the increase cost of operating expense, general and tort insurance and health
insurance . Rural Services increase is due to increased daily expenses and moving two law enforcement deputies.

No. 23771
3/14/24  3/15/24
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for the award-winning
Dickinson County News

and The Okobojian

Th is  pos i t ion  w i l l  remain  open un t i l  f i l l ed .  A l l  peop le  w i th  the  appropr ia te  sk i l l s  w i l l  be  cons idered  fo r  the  pos i t ion .

Requirements:  Exce l len t  in te rv iew ing , 
repor t ing ,  wr i t ing  and  grammat ica l  sk i l l s ; 

the  ab i l i t y  to  hand le  mu l t ip le  tasks ;  the 
sk i l l s  to  make dead l ines ;  the  sk i l l s  to 
f ind  and take  in te res t ing  photographs 

tha t  te l l  the  s to ry  o f  an  event  o r  ac t i v i t y ; 
the  w i l l i ngness  to  speak  w i th  peop le ; 

the  knowledge to  dea l  w i th  soc ia l  i ssues 
and po l i t i cs ;  the  ab i l i t y  to  pu t  persona l 

op in ions  as ide  and te l l  the  s to r ies  o f 
o thers ;  and  the  des i re  to  learn  more 

about  o thers  and  the  communi ty.

HELP 
WANTED

NEWS EDITOR

DICKINSON
COUNTY NEWS

1721 Hill  Avenue | Spirit Lake, IA | 712.336.1211

I f  you  a re  ready  to  serve  the  D ick inson County  a rea 
and i t s  c i t i zens  in  th is  in te res t ing  and fas t -paced 
pro fess ion ,  send a  resume and any  suppor t ing 
mater ia ls  to  pub l i sher@spencerda i l y repor te r.com.

Ed•i•tor
a person who is in charge 
of and determines the final 
content of a text, particularly 
a newspaper or magazine.

Com•mu•ni•ty
an interacting population of 
various kinds of individuals 
in a common location.

News•pa•per
a paper that is printed and 
distributed usually daily or 
weekly and that contains 
news, articles of opinion, 
features, and advertising.

Responsibilities & requirement:
• must be 16 years or older
• wash/detail equipment
• lawn mowing
• light mechanical work
• full-time position possible

PART TIME SHOP HELP
What we offer:
• clean work environment
• friendly staff
• competitive pay
• flexible hours 

NEW HAMPTON RED POWER 
2205 240th Street
New Hampton, IA 50659
Equal opportunity employer

CONTACT
contact: Buck Henderson 
e) buckh@redpowerteam.com
p) (641) 394-3178

Apply online! redpowerteam.com/careers

Responsibilities & requirement:
• highly motivated
• ag equipment knowledge
• dedicated to product expertise
• computer skills
• customer loyalty

AG EQUIPMENT SALESMAN
What we offer:
• excellent pay
• health/life/vision/dental ins
• 401K plan
• clean work environment
• friendly staff

NEW HAMPTON RED POWER 
2205 240th Street
New Hampton, IA 50659
Equal opportunity employer

Apply online! redpowerteam.com/careers

CONTACT: Jeff Merryman / Joanie Leerar 
e) jeffm@redpowerteam.com
e) joaniel@redpowerteam

NEW HAMPTON RED POWER 
2205 240th Street
New Hampton, IA 50659

Equal opportunity employer

CONTACT
contact: Buck Henderson 
e) buckh@redpowerteam.com
p) (641) 394-3178

What we offer:
• excellent pay
• health/life/vision/dental
• 401K plan
• PTO
• tool discount
• paid holiday time

Preferred experience:
• pickup/deliver Ag equipment
• load & unload trailer
• valid CDL & other DOT req
• farm equip knowledge
• general mechanical work
• general maintenance

TRUCK DRIVER / MECHANIC

Apply online   redpowerteam.com/careers

The Howard County Sheriff’s Office is hiring for a 

Dispatcher/Jailer Position 
This job will require both dispatching for all emergency 
and non-emergency calls and jailer responsibilities in 
the Howard County Jail. A high school diploma or GED 
is required, and you must pass a background check. 
Starting wage is $20.00 with added shift differential for 
late shift. After a 6 month  probation the base wage will 
increase to $22.22 with yearly step increases after that. 
Some of the benefits include health insurance, life in-
surance, flex spending and IPERS. 

You can pickup an application at the 
Howard County Sheriff’s Office in 

Cresco, IA or call 563.547.3535
to have an application emailed 

or mailed to you.
This job will be open until filled
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Floyd County Floyd County 
Public HealthPublic Health

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Floyd County Environmental Health 
Specialist/Zoning Administrator/

911 Signs Administrator
Primary duties include conducting septic system site evaluations 
and annual inspections of septic system pumpers, performing 
well inspections, collecting water sample tests, installing 911 
addressing signs, inspecting swimming pools and tattoo parlors, 
overseeing nuisance and dog bite complaints, and preparing and 
adhering to approved budgets.

A qualifying candidate must have basic mechanical and critical-
thinking skills, must become well-versed in local and state laws 

Microsoft Word/Excel/Outlook. Basic Geographic Information 
System knowledge preferred.

EOE

AROUND-THE-CLOCK 
RELIABILITYRELIABILITY

-- Offered in two individual tracts -- 75% cropland, 25% recreational --
-- Ideal deer and wildlife property with cropland for income --

-- Only two miles from Ionia/grain market --

SIMULCAST LIVE AND ONLINE

For more information on property details, please contact:
 Randy Mitchell, Agent 
Phone: (641) 220-3410

RMitchell@FarmersNational.com

www.FNCRealEstate.com

157.47± Acres • Chickasaw County, Iowa
Chickasaw Event Center | 311 N Water Avenue | New Hampton, Iowa

Thursday, April 11, 2024 at 10:00 AM
Bidding starts | Monday, April 8, 2024 at 8:00 AM

Bidding closes | Thursday, April 11, 2024 at close of live event
To register and bid go to: WWW.FNCBID.COM

L-2400189

530 2nd Avenue SW • Cresco, IA 52136

DRIVERS WANTED
FT/PT with many route options.

Home each night.
Need to be dependable. 

No CDL required. 
Little to no experience required.

Earn up to $1  per hour.
New equipment.

Contact Joan for more info at 563-547-2162

HELP WANTED
POLICE OFFICER: Indianola Police 
Department is taking applications for 
the positions of Police/Patrol Offi  cer. 
Obtain applications by visiting 
https://indianolaiowa.applicantpro.
com/jobs , choose Police Offi  cer. 
Deadline 5/10/2024 EOE

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

AL’S ROOFING Lime Springs,  IA. 
Joe Martin (319) 989-5615 or John 
Martin (641) 330-7843 www.alsroof-
ingllc.com

ASSURED PARTNERS Represent-
ing Floyd County Mutual 104 Brad-
ford Street, Nashua

CHICKASAW FLOYD MONU-
MENTS , LLC 641-228-3311 Offi  ce 
641-229-7123 Cell. We are here for 
you anytime and off er home visits.

COUNSELING AND FAMILY CEN-
TERED SERVICES, INC. Coun-
seling and Mental Health Services. 
Located at 951 N. Linn Ave., Suite 
3, New Hampton, IA. Call 641-394-
2505.

DEERFIELD LOCKER LLC custom 
butchering of beef, pork & venison. 
Competitive priced processing. Lo-
cated at 1270 115th St. Alta Vista. 
Ph. 641-364-2925 Mon-Fri 7am-
5pm amd Sat. 8am-Noon

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SER-
VICES Curtis Franzen-Agent Ph: 
641-394-3020 Auto, home, farm, 
business, life and annuities. 515 W. 
Milwaukee, New Hampton. curtis-
franzen.fbfsagents.com

FIRST MAXFIELD Mutual Insur-
ance, Denver, IA. Provide homeown-
ers with valuable products. www.
fi rstmaxfi eld.com Call 800-366-7014 
or 319-984-5255

HIGH POINT LAND  COMPANY 
Land appraisals, services and Land 
real estate sales and auctions. Call 
Nick Hopp at 319-240-6121.

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

INSURANCE ASSOCIATES OF 
LAWLER, INC. Auto, Home, Farm, 
Crop & Commercial Insurance. John 
Cuvelier and Renee Throndson - 
Agents. 402 East Grove St., Lawler, 
IA. Phone: 563-238-5131. www.in-
suranceofl awler.com

MELROSE INSURANCE Mark Mel-
rose 641-228-4543

NEW HAMPTON MUNICIPAL UTIL-
ITIES Fiber-Optic Communications 
network for internet, phone, and TV. 
Call: 641-394-4550 for internet or 
641-394-2196 for electrical. 112 E. 
Main Street, New Hampton, IA.

NORWEX shop now for non-toxic 
and chemical free products for your 
home, personal,  pet,and car care. 
Jeanine Tudor 641-330-0661

OTTO’S OASIS Otto’s can create 
your dream landscape. Call Jeff  for 
a landscape consultation 641-228-
6193

PRECISION OVERHEAD DOORS 
Sales, Service, installation, Residen-
tial, and Commercial. Call Shay Cur-
tis 562-547-2633

MISCELLANEOUS
ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off  Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-913-1560

PREPARE FOR power outages to-
day with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-855-954-5087 to-
day to schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power move.

SPRAY FOAM SOLUTIONS. The 
quality insulation people!” Mike Heit 
- New Hampton, IA Cell: 641-330-
7576

BOATS
ALUMACRAFT, CRESTLINER 
BOATS, YAMAHA, MERCURY OUT-
BOARDS. STARK’S PRICE IS BEST. 
PH 608-326-2478

MCN
AB SALES Woodworking machin-
ery! We sell most major brands. 
Good inventory of new & Used ma-
chines in stock From Commercial to 
hobby. Also buying used machinery. 
More info? Call Allen 715-229-2222. 
(mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-770-8025. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-846-
4036. (mcn)

MCN
BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Aff ordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 844-316-8181. (mcn)

BECOME A Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-516-0706 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Midwest (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-1258. 
(mcn)

BUYING AND selling silver bars, 
silver dollars, rare coins, gold coins, 
gold jewelry, any gold-silver items, 
collector coins, currency. Kuehl’s 
Coins, Fairmont, MN, 507-235-
3886/507-399-9982. (mcn)
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COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS
The City Council of Ionia met in reg-

ular session Monday, March 4, 2024, at 
6:00 pm in City Hall.

Mayor Taylor called the meeting to 
order. Council members present were 
Crooks, Day, Denner, Geerts present. 
Holthaus absent. Clerk Donna Geerts 
was also present.

Motion by Day, seconded by Geerts, 
to approve the agenda. All voted aye. 
Motion carried.

Motion by Day, seconded by Geerts 
to approve the minutes of the February 
5, 2024, meeting. All voted aye. Motion 
carried.

Motion by Day, seconded by Denner 
to approve the minutes of the February 
20, 2024, meeting.

Ayes: Day, Denner, Crooks. Ab-
stained: Geerts. Absent: Holthaus. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Crooks, seconded by Day, 
to approve the claims. All voted aye. Mo-
tion carried.  
Alliant Energy  ....................... $1,471.80
Black Hills Energy  .................. $ 279.84
Library Acct  .......................... $1,418.58
Payroll ....................................  $2018.44
Brian Sigler, mlg reimb ............  $522.00
941 deposit  ............................... $749.68
IPERS  ....................................... $675.14
Jendro Sanitation, recycling  ..... $604.59
New Hampton Tribune, min, bud amend, 

project  ................................ $291.58
Bodensteiner Impl, mower parts/filter  ..  

............................................. $139.97
John Deere Financial, 4 fire extinguish-

ers  ....................................... $299.96
INRCOG, CDBG Sewer admin exp  .....  

............................................. $200.34
Randy Taylor, pesticide cert reimb  .......  

............................................... $15.00
Storey Kenworthy|Matt Parrott, forms ..  

............................................... $53.91
Microbac Lab, water tests  ..... $1,108.00

Rapid Printers, paper  .................... $7.49
Total ......................................  $9,856.32
Total Revenues  .................... $14,555.95 
Check not cleared  .......... $1,127.46 -RU

RECEIVED FUND DISBURSED bank
$8,697.84    General   $11,994.12
$1,432.26    Road Use   $2,186.32
$3,050.44    Water         $4,523.50
$1,375.23    Sewer         $5,630.81
$.18 Savings Int

Motion by Denner, seconded by 
Geerts, to approve the monthly financial 
report. All voted aye.

Motion carried.
Mayor discussed water and waste-

water reports. Comments from Mayor 
regarding the DNR visit.

Drinking Water Certificate of Anal-
ysis and Ionia Water Supply Operation 
Permit reviewed.

No public comment.
LED time and temperature sign or-

dered and discussed installation on Main 
Street.

Clean up day will be the morning of 
April 13. Trash and items can be brought 
to a dumpster that will be located at the 
fire station, 501 West Main Street.

Council member Holthaus arrived at 
6:20 pm.

No hearings were requested for de-
linquent accounts. Water service will be 
disconnected if payment is not made.

Motion by Day, seconded by Crooks 
to open the Public Hearing at 7:10 pm 
for Amendment of FY 23/24 budget. All 
voted aye. Motion carried. Mayor asked 
if there were any oral or written objec-
tions or comments. After discussion and 
being there were no objections, motion 
by Day and seconded by Crooks to close 
Public Hearing at 7:16 pm. Ayes: All. 
Motion carried.

Holthaus made a motion, seconded by 
Day, that RESOLUTION 24-6 A Resolu-

tion amending the current budget for fis-
cal year ending June 2024, be approved. 
Roll Call: Ayes: Crooks, Day, Denner, 
Geerts, Holthaus. Nays: None. Motion 
carried. Resolution adopted. Passed and 
approved. Mayor Randy Taylor Attes: 
City Clerk Donna Geerts. The resolution 
adopted is a summary. Anyone wishing 
to review the entire resolution may view 
a copy at Ionia City Hall or email city 
clerk at Ioniaclerk@outlook.com .

At 7:20 pm, motion by Crooks, sec-
onded by Day to open the Public Hearing 
on the plans and specifications, form of 
contract and estimate of cost for the pro-
posed Ionia Wastewater Treatment

Plant Improvements Project. All 
voted aye. Motion carried. Mayor asked 
if there were any oral or written objec-
tions or comments. Upon investigation, it 
was found that no persons had appeared 
and filed objections to the proposed 
plans, specifications, form of contract 
and estimate of cost for the Ionia Waste-
water Treatment Plant Improvements 
Project. Motion by Day and seconded by 
Denner to close Public Hearing at 7:24 
pm. Ayes: All. Motion carried.

Day introduced the following reso-
lution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Holthaus; and after due consider-
ation thereof by the City Council, the 
Mayor put the question upon the motion 
and the roll being called, the following 
named Council Members voted: Ayes: 
Day, Crooks, Geerts, Denner, Holthaus. 
Nays: None. Whereupon, the Mayor de-
clared the said motion duly carried and 
the resolution adopted as follows: RES-
OLUTION 24-7 A Resolution finally 
approving and confirming plans, specifi-
cations, form of contract and estimate of 
cost for the Ionia Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Improvements Project. Passed and 
approved. Mayor Randy Taylor. Attest: 
City Clerk Donna Geerts. The resolution 

adopted is a summary. Anyone wishing 
to review the entire resolution may view 
a copy at Ionia City Hall or email city 
clerk at Ioniaclerk@outlook.com .

The Mayor announced that bids for 
the construction of the Ionia Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements Project 
had been received before 2:00 pm on 
February 28, 2024, electronically via the 
QuestCDN VirtuBid system; and that on 
the same day, at the same time, via tele-
conference (1515-598-4967, conference 
ID 521 718 458#), such bids had been 
opened and read, and that this was the 
time and place set for the consideration 
of such bids.

Thereupon, the results of the bidding 
were reported, and Snyder &amp; As-
sociates, Inc. (the “Project Engineers”) 
made their recommendations thereon to 
the City Council. The bids received for 
the construction of the Ionia Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements Project 
are as follows: 

Shift Companies, 4812 Harvest Ct, 
SW, Cedar Rapids IA 52404 $589,750.00

Hudson Hardware Plumbing &amp; 
Heating, 520 Main St, Hudson IA 50643 
$499,252.95

MZ Construction Inc, 285 N Center 
St PO Box 60, Livingston WI 53554 
$350,000.00

JB Holland Construction Inc, 
2092 State Hwy 9, Decorah IA 52101 
$325,000.00

Blazek Corporation, 2005 Union 
Ave, Lawler IA 52154 $233,000.00

The City Council further considered 
proposals received for the proposed Ionia 
Wastewater Treatment Plant Improve-
ments Project and embodied its findings 
in the resolution next hereinafter re-
ferred to. Snyder &amp; Associates, Inc. 
recommended that the City award the 
Wastewater Plant Improvements Project 
to Blazek Corporation of Lawler, Iowa, 

in the amount of $233,000.00.
Denner introduced the resolution 

next hereinafter set out, and moved that 
the said resolution be adopted; seconded 
by Holthaus; and after due consideration 
thereof by the City Council, the Mayor 
put the question upon the motion and the 
roll being called, the following named 
Council Members voted: Ayes: Day, 
Crooks, Geerts, Denner, Holthaus . Nays: 
None. Whereupon, the Mayor declared 
the said motion duly carried and the said 
resolution duly adopted as follows: RES-
OLUTION 24-8 A Resolution award-
ing contract for the Ionia Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Improvements Project. 
Blazek Corporation, 2005 Union Ave, 
Lawler IA 52154 - $233,000.00.

Passed and approved. Mayor Randy 
Taylor. Attest: City Clerk Donna Geerts. 
The resolution adopted is a summary. 
Anyone wishing to review the entire 
resolution may view a copy at Ionia City 
Hall or email city clerk at Ioniaclerk@
outlook.com.

Motion by Day, seconded by 
Holthaus, to review, approve, and au-
thorize Mayor’s signature on Agreement 
for General Law Enforcement Services 
between Chickasaw County and City of 
Ionia for FY 24/25. Ayes: Day, Denner, 
Crooks, Holthaus. Nays: Geerts. Motion 
carried.

The City of Ionia is required to 
make a Lead Service Line inventory of 
the water distribution system. Question-
naire for Lead Service Line Inventory 
will be sent out in April with the water 
bills. Budget and wage requests were 
discussed.

At 7:40 pm, it was announced that 
this was the time and place set for Pub-
lic Hearing on sewer rate increase. Upon 
investigation, it was fund that no persons 
had appeared and filed objections to the 
sewer rate increase. The Mayor declared 

the hearing closed.
Holthaus introduced the fol-

lowing motion to approve the 2 nd
reading of Ordinance No 131- AN OR-
DINANCE AMENDING THE CODE
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF
IONIA,IOWA, BY AMENDING PRO-
VISIONS PERTAINING TO SEWER
SERVICE CHARGES, seconded by
Denner; and after due consideration
thereof the City Council, the Mayor ta-
bled the 2 nd reading of Ordinance No
131until March 25, 2024 meeting. Public
Hearing will be held at 7:05 pm on the
25th day of March 2024 at Ionia City
Hall to hear objections to the passage
an Ordinance amending the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Ionia, Iowa,
by amending provisions pertaining to
sewer service charges, Section 99.01
Code of Ordinances of the City of Ionia,
Iowa, pursuant to Code of Iowa, Section
384.84.

Clerk Donna Geerts and Day met
with Todd Christianson-ICAP for a risk
control visit. Council reviewed and dis-
cussed the recommendations from ICAP
to assist the City in risk control efforts.

Public Hearing regarding the Pro-
posed Property Tax Levy for Fiscal Year
2025 set for March 25, 2024 at 6:30 pm
at Ionia City Hall. Council meeting to
follow at 7:00 pm to set Public Hearing
on the proposed budget for Fiscal Year
2025.

Council/Mayor update: Geerts had a
request to have a volleyball net put up at
the park.

Moved by Day, seconded by Crooks,
that the meeting adjourn at 7:52 pm. All
voted aye. Motion carried.

Randy Taylor, Mayor
Attest: Donna Geerts, City Clerk

No. 23760
3/14/24

�������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
���

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR CHICKASAW COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF LUELLA SHORES, DESEASED

CASE NO. ESPR003194
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, 

OF APPOINTMENT OF 
EXECUTOR, AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
To all persons interested in the estate

of Luella Shores, deceased, who died on 
January 30th, 2024:
       You are hereby notified that on
February 2nd 2024, the Last Will and
testement of Luella Shores, deceased,
bearing date of October 8th, 2018 and 
the First Codicil to the last will and tes-
tament dated April 3rd, 2023, was admit-
ted to Probate in the above named court 
and that Dale Throndson and Wayne 
Throndson were appointed Executors of 
the estate. Any action to set aside the will 
must be brought in the district court of 
said county within the later to occur of
four months from the date of the second 
publication of this notice or one month
from the date of mailing of this notice
to all heirs of the decedent and devisees 
under the will whose identities are rea-
sonably ascertainable, or thereafter be
forever barred. 
       Notice is further given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are requested 
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims 
against the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above named district court, as 
provided by law, duly authenticated, for 
allowance, and unless so filed by the later
to occur of four months from the date of 
the second publication of this notice or
one month from the date of mailing of 
this notice (unless otherwise allowed or
paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.
 Dated February 6th, 2024
Dale Throndson, Executor
3259 140th Street
Waucoma, IA 52171
Wayne Throndson, Executor
1415 Windsor Avenue
Waucoma, IA 52171
Joseph P. Braun, ICIS#: AT0001120
Attorney for Executor
ELWOOD, O’DONOHOE, BRAUN & 
WHITE, LLP
217 North Elm Street
PO Box 377
Cresco, IA  52136
Date of second publication the 14th day 
of March 2024  

       No. 23731
3/7/24    3/14/24
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Week 20  March 4
 W L 
Brite Spot 101 79
Bowlaway Lanes 101 79
HereZ 2 U 100 80
Butch’s 1 100 80
Big Willie’s 98 82
Dak’s Tap 2 93 87
Dak’s Tap 1 89 91
Butch’s 2 89 91
VFW 88 92
Hide-A-Way 76 104
Rascals 75 105
The Offi ce 70 110

RESULTS
Big Willie’s 5, HereZ 2 U 4

Brite Spot 6, Dak’s Tap 1 3
Rascals 5, VFW 4
Dak’s Tap 2 6, The Offi ce 3
Bowlaway Lanes 6, 

Butch’s 2 3
Butch’s 1 5, Hide-A-Way 4

THREE-GAME 
WINNERS

Hide-A-Way: Tim & Jim L.
Big Willie’s: Dennis & 

Blake
Bowlaway Lanes: Kyle & 

Sam
Brite Spot: Jones & DJ
VFW: Adam & Brad

Chickasaw Men’s Pool

STANDINGS W L
D&K 18 10
Rochford Insurance 18 10
Mid-Tech Services 16 12
Hugeback-Johnson 15 13
Vern Laures Auto 14 14
Geerts Plumbing 13 15
Muscari, LLC 10 18

MARCH 6 RESULTS
Week 23

Hugeback-Johnson 2, Mus-
cari 2

D & K 3, Geerts Plumbing 1
Mid-Tech Services 3, Vern 

Laures Auto 1   
Rochford Insurance 4, Dum-

my 0  
LEADERS

High individual games: 
Diane Nehl 222, 201, 200.

High individual series: 
Nehl 623, Rita Geerts 526, 
Eleanore Martin 478.

High team games:  D&K 
438, Mid-Tech Services 433, 
Rochford Insurance 426.

High team series:  D&K 
1,240, Rochford Insurance 
1,219, Geerts Plumbing 1,185. 

MOST PINS OVER AVG. 
(GAME)

Jeanne Roder 55
MOST PINS OVER AVG. 

(SERIES)
Diane Nehl 35

Splits converted
Malinda Welton 5-7

Karen Schmitt, Secretary

COFFEE CUP BOWLING

ON TAP FOR CHICKASAWS, TROJANS
FRIDAY

Turkey Valley coed track at UIC Conference Indoor, Luther 
College, 4 p.m.

TUESDAY
New Hampton coed track at Northeast Iowa Conference 

Indoor, Luther College, 4:30 p.m.

public hearings that county cit-
ies and school districts will also 
be holding.

Because of legal publication 
rules, the earliest the hearing 
can be held is Monday, March 
25, but when Supervisor 
Travis Suckow said Sumner-
Fredericksburg Community 
Schools will be holding its public 
hearing that night, board mem-
bers moved to the following day.

The four supervisors at the 
meeting agreed, but when Board 
Chairman Scott Cerwinske, 
who was unable to attend most 
of Monday’s meeting, texted 
Supervisor Jake Hackman and 
said he had a prior commit-
ment, board members fi nally 
settled on Wednesday, March 
27 as the public hearing date.

That will mean that the coun-
ty will not be able to approve a 
second legal publication until 
April 1, a week later than super-
visors had been considering. 
Laudner, though, said even if 
the board holds the hearing on 
March 25 or 26, he still felt they 
needed time to digest the com-
ments it will receive.

“I think you’re going to wait 
until the fi rst anyway,” Laudner 
said, “because what happens if 
you get a lot of feedback … 
you’re going to have to spend 
signifi cant time reworking your 
budget, correct? If you’re going 
to come off  with where you’re 
at, after a public presentation, 

you’re not going to do that over-
night or in an hour. … Well, it 
took you three months to get 
where you’re at now.”

And board members do 
expect to get that feedback 
when they convene the hearing 
at 6 p.m. on March 27 in the 
Chickasaw County Courthouse 
third-fl oor courtroom.

That’s because Chickasaw 
County’s tax-asking will 
increase by almost 19 percent 
in the fi scal year that begins on 
July 1. 

The three major levies — 
General Basic (GB), General 
Supplemental (GS) and Rural 
Services Basic (RSB) — will 
bring in more than 20.4 percent 
in revenue next year than it will 
this budget year.

Throw in reduced levies for 
things like debt service and the 
Pioneer Cemetery Commission, 
and Hackman said the coun-
ty’s tax-asking will increase by 
18.95 percent.

The county’s levy for GB is 
already maxed out at $3.50 
per $1,000 valuation so reve-
nue from that levy will increase 
by just 1.4 percent — from 
$3,227,111 to $3,271,534.

But GS tax-asking is set to 
jump from just a little more 
than $1.08 million to $2.09 
million, an increase of 93 per-
cent. That’s because higher 
costs in GB next year means the 
county won’t be able to transfer 
money from that fund to GS as 
it has done in recent years. The 

levy rate for GS would increase 
from $1.17233 per $1,000 val-
uation to $2.23213 per $1,000 
valuation.

In recent years, the coun-
ty has also used ending fund 
balances to off set tax-asking 
increases.

RSB tax-asking would 
increase from $2.21 million 
to a almost $2.49 million, in 
large part because supervisors 
want to give 95 percent of the 
base RSB revenue to Secondary 
Roads and they are considering 
moving the costs of two sheriff ’s 
deputies from GB to RSB.

“I still think there’s an oppor-
tunity to lower GS, at least a lit-
tle,” said Supervisor Matt Kuhn, 
who also added that the super-
visors could consider moving 
just one deputy into RSB.

Board members, though, 
decided to go ahead and 
approve the max levy as it was 
presented Monday. That, in 
eff ect, does leave them some 
wriggle room, if you will.

Under Iowa law, once a max-
imum levy is published as a 
legal notice, a county’s board of 
supervisors can’t increase the 
levy or the tax-asking. 

Boards, though, do have the 
option of lowering tax-asking 
after a notice is published.

“I think we’re going to hear 
from some people, no doubt 
about it,” Hackman said Monday 
afternoon. “We’re far from done, 
in my opinion, when it comes [to 
the budget and levy].”

Board to hold night public hearing 
SUPERVISORS: FROM 1

City of Alta Vista
Council Meeting

Monday, March 4, 2024
The regular meeting for the City 

Council of Alta Vista convened on Mon-
day, March 4, 2024, at 6:00 pm with the 
following Council members present: 
Kayla Pride, Adam Roethler, Samantha 
Slick, Richard Heying, and Amy Laures 
in the Alta Vista City Hall. The meeting 
was called to order by Mayor Burt Ostert. 

Agenda was discussed. Slick made 
the motion, seconded by Heying to ap-
prove the agenda. All ayes. Motion car-
ried.

February 12, 2024 regular meeting 
minutes were discussed. Roethler made 
the motion, seconded by Heying to ap-
prove the February 12, 2024 regular 
meeting minutes. All ayes. Motion car-
ried.

Citizen Forum: Barb McAvoy 
brought up possible ways the town can 
make money for projects. One being a 
can donation bin. Dustin Meirick brought 
up removing all dead ash trees in the City 
in one year and having a payment plan 
to pay off the total over the course of a 
few years. 

Agreement for General Law En-
forcement Services was discussed. Sher-
iff Shawver was present to answer any 
questions. The rate per capita for services 
will increase from $15.00 to $16.50. The 
total amount will be $3,745.00. Laures 
made the motion, seconded by Slick to 
approve the Agreement for General Law 
Enforcement Services with the Mayor 
being the signer. Roll call vote. Ayes: 
Pride, Roethler, Slick, Laures, Heying. 
Nays: none. Motion carried. 

Library was discussed.
Fire Department was discussed. 

Trustees approved the Fire Departments 
budget. The 2004 International Pumper 
has an issue with the primer that needs 
repair. During a fire call on March 2, a 
hose got caught in a wheel. A new hose 
will be installed.

EMS was discussed. First responders 
were discussed. AED Placement was dis-
cussed. Slick made the motion, seconded 
by Pride to place the AED device in the 
Assured Partners entryway, pending the 
new owner’s approval. Roll call vote. 
Ayes: Roethler, Slick, Laures, Pride, 
Heying. Nays: none. Motion carried.

Grants were discussed. Council will 
ask if Joel Knutson would be able to 
teach a CPR class for residents in Alta 

Vista. Clerk applied for a grant for the 
S White and W Weber St replacement 
with INRCOG. Gilmore going south out 
of town will be closed starting March 11. 
County Engineer Roman informed that 
the road may be open as soon as May 27. 

ICAP Risk Control was discussed. 
Todd Christianson from ICAP met with 
Mayor Ostert, Dale, and Jarrett to discuss 
risk control. The following are recom-
mendations for the City to do: conduct 
documented sidewalk inspections and 
enforce ordinance for repairs, develop 
written employment and volunteer pol-
icies, conduct motor vehicle record 
checks, conduct employee and volunteer 
background checks, confirm privately 
owned vehicles have adequate insurance 
coverage, ensure inflatables are per-
mitted according to state requirements, 
obtain herbicide applicators license and 
certifications, prohibit plugging of ap-
pliances into power strips at the library, 
install GFCI outlets in park shelter, and 
update community room rental agree-
ment. Mayor Ostert, Dale, and Jarrett are 
working on these currently. 

Public hunting was discussed. Insur-
ance advised against hunting on public 
property. Consensus of the Council is to 
not allow hunting on public property. 

Insurance was discussed. Insurance 
premium increased by nearly $8,000.00. 
Mayor Ostert will contact Lacey Mader 
for quotes for other insurance coverage. 
Heying made the motion, seconded by 
Slick to approve the insurance premium, 
unless Mayor Ostert can get similar in-
surance for a lower rate. Roll call vote. 
Ayes: Roethler, Pride, Heying, Slick, 
Laures. Nays: none. Motion carried. 

Budget was discussed. Roethler 
made the motion, seconded by Heying to 
have the public hearing for the Proposed 
Tax Levy on Thursda,y March 28, 2024 
at 6:00 pm. All ayes. Motion carried. 
Wages were discussed. Roethler made 
the motion, seconded by Pride to budget 
for a 3% increase in employee wages. 
Roll call vote. Ayes: Heying, Roethler, 
Slick, Laures, Pride. Nays: none. Motion 
carried.

S White and W Weber were dis-
cussed. 

Ordinance book was discussed. 
Council will go through rest of the Ordi-
nance book at the April meeting. 

Ordinance 2024-1 was discussed. 
The Ordinance is to update the Vicious 
Dogs and Cats section in Chapter 55. 

Council is tabling Ordinance until we get 
feedback from attorney Nate Schwicker-
ath. 

Possible auction was discussed. Clerk 
will contact auctioneer to see about rates 
and if City has enough to sell. 

Bank was discussed. Laures asked 
when we switched bank locations from 
Elma to New Hampton. Clerk stated it 
was more convenient to take deposits to 
New Hampton on his way to his other 
job. Laures stated that an employee from 
Elma told her that the account left Elma 
when Cindy left. Clerk started making 
deposits in New Hampton once that 
branch opened. Clerk stated he would 
have deposited the money there regard-
less if Cindy worked there. Clerk stated 
that he didn’t feel it would be an issue 
as it was the same bank, just a differ-
ent location. Laures felt it should have 
been requested before going to the New 
Hampton location. After discussion, 
Council felt no motion was need to ap-
prove the New Hampton location for the 
clerk to deposit monies as it is still the 
same bank. 

Mayor Pro Tem was discussed. At 
the February 12 meeting, Laures stated 
that she had second thoughts about being 
Mayor Pro Tem and that Heying would 
be Mayor Pro Tem instead. Laures stated 
that she had a conversation with Mayor 
Ostert and that she will remain as Mayor 
Pro Tem. 

Delinquents were discussed. 
Water was discussed.
Sewer was discussed. . 
Streets were discussed. 
Sanitation was discussed. 
Parks were discussed. 
Municipal Hall  was dis-

cussed. 
Electric was discussed. Solar panels 

were discussed.
 Financial reports were not 

present due to ClerkBooks not being 
fully setup. No new applications for 
the Treasurer position since February’s 
meeting. 

Disbursements were discussed. Ro-
ethler made the motion, seconded by 
Heying to approve the disbursements. 
Roll call vote. Ayes: Heying, Roethler, 
Laures, Slick, Pride. Nays: none. Motion 
carried.
February Disbursements, Check, To 

Whom ........................................ Amt
Purpose, ACH0201, Wellmark  $778.67 
Health Insurance- Jan, ACH0208, Buch-

holtz, Dale W ..................  $1,153.36 
1/21-2/3, ACH0208, Holthaus, Jarrett ...  

 ............................................ $486.00 
1/21-2/3, ACH0205, Aliant Energy .......   

........................................ $11,705.60 
Electric Purchase, ACH0212, City of 

Alta Vista ...........................  $404.87 
Utilities, ACH0206 .............Windstream
  ............................................. $212.60 
Telephone/Internet, ACH0212, Holthaus, 

Jarrett....................................  $84.70 
Toner and Envelopes, ACH0208, State of 

IA .......................................  $160.50 
WET Tax, ACH0208, State of IA ..........   

............................................. $281.04 
Sales Tax, ACH0208, US Treasury .......   

.......................................... $1,568.52 
Withholdings, ACH0208, IPERS ..........   

............................................. $947.41 
Withholdings, 3915, AV Express ..........   

............................................. $133.43 
Fuel, 3916m, AV Shopper .......  $131.40 
Advertising, 3917, Charles City Fire Ex-

tinguisher..............................  $29.00 
Refill Fire Extinguisher, 3918, Chicka-

saw County Fire Fighter Association
  ............................................. $362.42 
Membership and Breathing Air, 3919, 

ClerkBooks ........................  $900.00 
Training Hours, 3920, Erdman Engineer-

ing, P.C............................  $5,184.00 
Preliminary Design, 3921, Iowa One Call
  ................................................. $3.60 
Locates, 3922, Jendro Sanitation ...........   

.......................................... $1,423.74 
Sanitation, 3923, John Deere Financial .   

............................................... $33.98 
Oil and Filter, 3924, Leisure Time .........   

............................................... $15.83 
Water Shipment, 3925, Microbac Labo-

ratories, Inc. .........................  $35.00 
Drinking Water Analysis, 3926, New 

Hampton Tribune ...............  $250.16 
Publications, 3927, Schwickerath PC ....   

............................................... $48.00 
Legal Services, 3928, Stacyville LP Gas 

Co. ...................................  $1,321.13 
LP Fill Up, 3929, Stanton Electric LLC
  .......................................... $4,663.85 
Outage, Replace Pole, ACH0220, Wind-

stream .................................  $212.60 
Telephone/Internet, ACH0222, Buch-

holtz, Dale W ..................  $1,153.36 
2/4-2/17, ACH0222 ,Holthaus, Jarrett ...   

............................................. $552.20 
1/7-1/20, ACH0222, Burt Ostert ............
  ............................................... $92.35 
1/8 Meeting, ACH0222, Rick Heying ...  

 .............................................. $46.17 
1/8 Meeting, ACH0222, Amy Laures ....  

 .............................................. $46.12 
1/8 Meeting, ACH0222, Adam Roethler
  ............................................... $46.12 
1/8 Meeting, ACH0222, Kayla Pride .....   

............................................... $46.12 
1/8 Meeting, ACH0222 . Samantha Slick 

..............................................  $46.17 
1/8 Meeting .......................... $34,560.02
Library Account, 1981, Ashley Geerts ..  

 .............................................. $48.15 
Shirts, 1982, Biblionix .............  $800.00 
Automation Annual Subscription, 1983
Cedar Point Large Print, ............  $61.29 
Books, 1984, AV Shopper .........  $36.75 
Advertising, 1985, New Hampton Tri-

bune ......................................  $56.00 
Subscription, 1986, Sheila Craig ...........   

............................................. $200.00 
Program-Apron, 1987, Vickie Nehl .......   

............................................... $30.00 
Cookies-Program, ACH0202, City of 

Alta Vista,  ...........................  $30.22 
Utilities, ACH0202, City of Alta Vista
  ............................................. $416.65 
Payroll Liability, ACH0202, VISA .......   

............................................. $459.76 
Books, ACH0208, Flatjord, Christina....  

 ............................................ $262.45 
1/21-2/3, ACH0208, Taylor-Griffen, 

Crystal,   .............................. $280.14 
1/21-2/3, ACH0222m Flatjord, Christina
  ............................................. $223.74 
1/21-2/3, ACH0222m Taylor-Griffen, 

Crystal ................................  $290.15 
1/21-2/3, ACH0215, Windstream ..........   

............................................. $132.33 
Telephone/Internet ................. $3,327.63
 ........................................ $37,887.65
 February Disbursements
General ................................... $9,515.41 
Road Use Taxes ..................... $5,746.07 
Snow Removal .......................... $481.03 
Water ...................................... $1,001.72 
Water Control .............................. $50.83 
Sewer ......................................... $580.34 
Electric ................................. $17,184.62 
Library .................................... $3,327.63 
Economic Development ......... $             -  
Debt Services ......................... $             -   
Total ....................................  $37,887.65 
February Receipts
General ................................... $7,822.78 
Option Tax  ............................ $2,651.38 
Road Use Tax ....................... $15,314.98 
Water .....................................  $2,851.37 
Sewer .....................................  $2,000.72 
Electric ................................  $15,274.74 
Utility Deposits ....................... $            -   
Debt Service  ........................... $            -   
Economic Development .........  $      0.37 

Library- Account ......................... $51.80 
Library- County  ..................... $            -   
Library- City  .......................... $            -   
Library- State .........................  $            -   
Library Donations ................... $            -   
Library Sales  .......................... $            -   
Sales .......................................  $            -   
Transfers I ............................... $            -   
TOTAL  ............................... $45,968.14 

Council and Mayor concerns were
discussed. Clerk received a quote for
$2,500.00 from HRS and $2,100.00 to
$2,400.00 from North Start to survey
the property the City is selling to the
Hidding’s. Clerk has a message out to at-
torney Nate for questions.  Mayor Ostert
did a ride along with Dale a few weeks
ago after he received a complaint that
Dale was reading on the job and hiding.
Mayor Ostert stated that neither of those
complaints were valid and stated Dale
is a hardworking and knowledgeable
worker. Mayor Ostert thanked Dale for
all he does for the City to keep everything
functioning. Laures stated that there will
be Hazardous Mitigation Plan meetings
with all Cities and Counties coming up.
This is done every 4 years. Mayor Os-
tert informed the Council that the landfill
bought a John Deere Haul Truck and that
it broke down after a 30 hours of use. It
was determined that John Deere put the
wrong size program in it. John Deere told
the landfill that this was an experimental
model. John Deere said they will take it
back and put the right program in it, but
it wouldn’t be done until June or July.
Landfill’s attorney is looking into getting
the $500,000.00 back for the purchase of
the Haul Truck and the $120,000.00 for
the Haul Truck they traded. Mayor Os-
tert stated that the landfill board wanted
all cities that they service to be aware of
how John Deere is treating them. 

Heying made the motion, seconded
by Roethler to adjourn at 8:32 pm. All
ayes. Motion carried.

The next council meeting will be
Thursday, March 28, 2024 at 6:00 PM at
Alta Vista City Hall.

Burt Ostert, Mayor
Attest: Jarrett Holthaus, City Clerk

No. 23769
3/14/34
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A healthy increase in tax-asking
Here are the three main levies Chickasaw County uses to fund its annual budget and how they 

will change when the new budget year begins on July 1.
Fund 23-24 levy 23-24 revenue 24-25 levy 24-25 revenue Percent
General Basic $3.50 $3,227,111 $3.50 $3,271,534 1.4 
General Supplemental $1.17233 $1,080,925 $2.23213 $2,086,426 93.0
Rural Services $3.31935 $2,209,055 $3.70100 $2.485,638 12.5
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In 2021 the NCAA began allowing 
Division I athletes playing baseball, 
basketball, football and ice hockey 
to transfer schools and start playing 
immediately – it’s called a fi rst-time 
transfer waiver. 

Prior to this change, athletes had to 
sit out a season. 

For athletes headed to a third 
school, the NCAA considers waivers 
on a case-by-case basis. 

This is where it gets tricky. 
Would Fenske be willing to sit out 

a whole year if his transfer waiver was 
denied?

He was going to fi nd out. 
Fenske said it took around fi ve 

months to prepare the transfer waiver. 
“The waiver was extremely exten-

sive, probably 30 pages of proof of all 
the things I went through in my college 
experience that’s led me to here,” said 
Fenske. 

“In a process that’s supposed to 
take 28 days, it took them over 90 days 
to get back to me. They denied it the 
fi rst time, but they left hope that the 
appeal would go through. That appeal 
was supposed to take seven days. The 
appeal took nearly 20 to get back to 
me.”

Eventually, Fenske was denied the 
waiver, which would force him to sit 
out the entire 2023 season. 

“Basically I was suspended for the 
whole year because I transferred twice 
as an undergrad,” said Fenske. 

That didn’t stop Fenske from having 
an impact on his team. 

“My mindset the entire way through 
was just show up every day, give every-
thing you have and prepare for the 
game like you would play so you can 
help out,” said Fenske. 

Hard work didn’t stop for Fenske – 
who was still able to practice and make 
himself and his teammates better. 

“Since it got denied, my focus went 
right into – I don’t have time to sit 
around and be sorry for myself,” said 
Fenske. “Let’s get to work every day. 
Whatever time I have left – that I’m 
going to make the most of it so when 
I’m done I can live with the fact that I 
gave everything I had.” 

The Salukis – with Fenske as their 
No. 1 fan on the sideline at games 
– went 8-5 last fall and lost to No. 4 
Idaho in the second round of the FCS 
playoff s in an overtime thriller, 20-17. 

Fenske said he’s changed his major 
three times – he’s now studying for a 
bachelor of science degree with a focus 
in sociology.

What are his thoughts about the 
upcoming Saluki football season this 
fall? 

“I was their starting left tackle 
coming into Week 1 [last year],” said 
Fenske. “As of right now I plan on 
being our starter anywhere on the line 
that they need me at.” 

REMEMBER, FENSKE just isn’t 
your normal everyday off ensive line-
man, as he’s also a track champ. 

So when an opportunity arose last 
month to compete in a college track 
and fi eld meet and throw the shot – he 
pounced on the idea. 

“There was a shot put on the ground 
and I asked if I could throw it,” said 
Fenske. “I threw it far enough that one 
of the coaches asked if I would come 
and compete in the meet. I thought 
about it for a little bit. I texted my head 
coach and my position coach to make 
sure that it was okay. They both gave 
me the OK.”

Low and behold – the former Drake 

Relays champion has still got it as he 
won the Don DeNoon Invitational on 
Saturday, Feb. 17 in Carbondale. 

“I went in there thinking I could win 
it,” said Fenske. “I wasn’t winning until 
probably the third or fourth throw.” 

Fenske went into the home invite at 
SIU unseeded and hadn’t picked up a 
shot up in years. As he wasn’t seeded, 
he threw fi rst. 

“I went in there with a mark of zero 
feet,” said Fenske. “I didn’t expect to 
throw as good as I did. I actually had 
workouts the day before and I was 
pretty sore. I’d been going pretty hard 
at that.” 

Fenske won the shot put compe-
tition with a toss of 53-11.25 (fourth 

attempt) as an unattached entrant. He 
threw six times. He defeated Southern 
Arkansas sophomore Zackery 
Ja’Kamron (50-8); Trenton Braswell 
(49-8.5) of Mineral Area College was 
third. 

“It had been a while. I kind of just 
went in there and did what I remem-
bered to do and just kind of let loose,” 
said Fenske. “Anything I do I try to 
win.”

Fenske holds the school record in 
both the shot put (60-11.25) and the 
discus (184-7). He won the former 
at the Drake Relays in 2019 and was 
a state champ in each fi eld event his 
senior year in Class 2A. 

Fenske laughed when he talked 

about the experience of winning anoth-
er track meet – far removed from his 
glory days of high school. 

“I had a ton of my buddies show up 
getting rowdy at the track meet,” said 
Fenske. 

“It was a good time. They were 
pretty fi red up because it’s not every 
day that somebody just goes and does 
something for the fi rst time in fi ve 
years and goes out and wins.” 

Does Fenske have any interest in 
joining the track team and proving his 
mettle once more to be able to perform 
at an elite level?

“It’s always out there,” said Fenske. 
“I love track, right now my focus is on 
football and becoming the best football 
player I can be and try to compete for a 
national title here.”

THE FUTURE STILL remains
bright for the Chickasaw legend and 
he’s still not ruling out the chance of 
one day playing professional football.

Fenske might have fallen down in 
his quest to become the best he could 
be – but he picked himself off  the 
ground and continues to fi ght for what 
he believes in. 

“When I look at failures, I don’t 
necessarily look at them as just being I 
failed. Failure’s not fi nal,” said Fenske. 
“Just go out, learn from it and just 
be the best version of yourself. I’m 
proud of myself in that sense that I 
have given every last bit of who I am to 
achieving that lifelong dream.” 

That means Fenske will just take it 
one snap at a time from here on out 
and see how it all shakes out. 

“That’s always been the goal,” said 
Fenske about playing in the NFL. “I’ve 
failed fi ve years now at that goal. My 
goal is that year six that I won’t fail 
again.”

Photo courtesy of Noah Fenske
Former New Hampton student-athlete Noah Fenske poses for a 

picture with his Southern Illinois football teammates and coaches 

who came out to support him at an indoor track meet in Carbondale, 

Illinois.

FENSKE: FROM 12

Former Chickasaw makes most of opportunity to return to the shot put ring

Pickar came up with a 
16th-place showing in the 
open 800 in a time of 2:45.31. 
Pickar ran on the state-quali-
fying 4x800 squad last year as 
a junior. 

“Megan ran two 800s fast-
er than where she started last 
year. She has put in a lot of time 
in the off -season, so we expect 
her to have a great season,” said 
Laures. 

Ries is also a critical compo-
nent back for the Chickasaws 
and looks to fl ourish out on the 
oval this spring. Ries helped 
New Hampton medal (eighth 
place) in the 4x400 at state in 
Des Moines last spring and she 
was also on the 10th-place state 
sprint medley relay. 

“Taylor put in a lot of hard 
work this winter as well with 
basketball and is in good shape. 
We anticipate that she’ll run a 
few more 800s this year as she 
has a great work ethic,” said 
Laures. 

NH junior Kinsley Hackman 
– who led off  NH’s 4x400 relay 
at state – placed 21st in the 200-
meter dash (29.38) and 41st 
in the 60-meter dash (8.76). 
There were 87 entrants in the 
60-meter dash. 

Hailee Pesek – NH’s senior 
that anchored both the sprint 
med and 4x400 – ran in just 
once race (4x400) on Tuesday. 

“We backed off  a bit on 
Hailee on Tuesday as she is 
nursing a quad strain, but we 
expect her to have another great 
year as well,” Laures added. 

Chickasaw freshman Kinslee 
Rings was 17th in the 400 dash 
with a time of 1:09. 

New Hampton freshman Ava 
Leichtman was 25th in the long 

jump (13-8) and sophomore 
Madison Shawver was 26th in 
that same event with a leap of 
13-7.5. 

New Hampton senior Claire 
Geerts – who placed 19th at 
state last year in the shot put 
– fi nished eighth in the event 
at Mason City with a heave of 
31-8. Rings was 17th overall 
with a toss of 29-7. 

“I was really happy where 
our upperclassman started 
off  the year. I was also really 
pleased with our throwers, and 
I expect that they will continue 
to improve throughout the sea-
son as well,” said Laures. “This 
meet gave us an opportunity to 
really see where our condition-
ing was at.”

NEW HAMPTON RESULTS
60 dash - 41. Kinsley Hackman 

8.76, 58. Ava Leichtman 8.99, 61. 
Madison Shawver 9.02, 73. Kayme 
Hackman 9.32. 

200 dash - 21. Ki. Hackman 29.38, 
36. Braelyn Rosonke 31.73.

400 dash - 17. Kinslee Rings 
1:09.6, 29. Sydney Laures 1:11.7. 

800 run - 16. Megan Pickar 
2:45.31, 38. Madalyn Van Wey 
3:11.56. 

1,500 run - 11. Sophie Glaser 
5:30.84.

60 meter hurdles prelims - 39. 
Laures 11.47, 42. Kadence Rings 
11.54, 45. Capri Lester 11.66, 63. 
Cora Schwickerath 12.87. 

4x200 - 19. Ki. Hackman, Jenna 
Heeren, Ka. Hackman, Leichtman 
2:04.8. 

4x400 - 12. Taylor Ries, Natalie 
Nosbisch, Kailynn Gebel, Hailee 
Pesek 4:34.77. 

4x800 - 12. Pickar, Nosbisch, 
Gebel, Ries 11:04.91. 

Shuttle hurdle - 12. Laures, Lester, 
Ka. Rings, Schwickerath 46.02. 

High jump - Rosonke NH. 
Long jump - 25. Leichtman 13-8, 

26. Shawver 13-7.5. 
Shot put - 8. Claire Geerts 31-8, 

17. Ki. Rings 29-7, 53. Amiya Kellogg 
21-8. 

Beau Serie in the 60-meter 
dash both took 20th in their 
respective events.

"It's a lot of the little things 
that you see in a fi rst meet," 
Jenkins said. "Our handoff s 
in the 4x1 weren't close to 
what we need them to be but 
it's our fi rst meet, it's March. 
We'll get there; it's just going 
to take some time. I told the 
guys we took that it was a 
start and we’ll get better."

The Chickasaws were with-
out their top sprinter, senior 
Braden McShane, who is 
still not completely recov-
ered from a hamstring inju-
ry. Sophomore sprinter Dylen 
Schmitt also missed the meet 
because of an illness.

Still, it was a start. Veterans 
like Praska, Serie, Zeien, 
Bryce Flugum were joined 
by track newcomers like Jay 
Pickar and Adam Ewert at the 
meet held on the campus of 
Iowa State. 

More Chickasaws will take 

to the track on Tuesday, when 
New Hampton headed to 
an indoor meet at Wartburg 
College. 

The Chickasaws will com-
pete in the NEIC Indoor at 
Luther College in Decorah  
this coming Tuesday before 
they head outdoors on March 
28, when they travel to 
Waverly for a coed meet.

"You know, after a couple 
of weeks of practice, it is good 
to get a meet in," Jenkins 
said. "It's a good gauge to see 
where we're at and it's good 
for both the kids, as well as 
the coaches. Sometimes, you 
need a meet for everyone to 
see where we need to practice 
more and the things we need 
to shape up."

NEW HAMPTON RESULTS

60 prelims - 20. Beau Serie 
7.57, 41. Jay Pickar 7.81.

400 - 20. Ethan Praska 55.85. 
Shot put - 6. Marshall Zeien 

43-11.5
4x100 - 22. Adam Ewert, Bryce 

Flugum, Pickar, Serie 47.67.
Distance medley - 16. Ewert, 

Pickar, Serie, Praska 3:58.66.

New Hampton coach likes how her 
upperclassmen start track season

GIRLS TRACK: FROM 12

More Chickasaw boys will take to 
the track at final two indoor meets

BOYS TRACK: FROM 12

Kelly Terpstra/Tribune

A busy ‘indoor’ day at Wartburg
New Hampton’s Braden McShane (above) throws the shot put during an indoor meet that was held at Wartburg 

College on Tuesday.

Taylor Ries (left) of New Hampton leads off the 4x800 

Chickasaw relay and Dylan Maloy (above) runs in the 

55-meter dash on Tuesday. 

NH’s Ashton Pitz (above) runs in the 55-meter dash and the Chickasaws’ 

Cora Schwickerath (right) gives it a go in the 55-meter hurdles. 



BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

New Hampton boys track 
coach Scott Jenkins knew his 
team's season opener would be 
an uphill battle; after all, the 
Chickasaws were without one of 
their best athletes and the Iowa 
Track Coaches Association's 
Indoor Championships is ... 
well, in a word, tough.

"It was 
about what 
I expected," 
Jenkins said 
Friday, the 
day after a 
small con-
tingent of 
Chickasaws 
made the trip 
to Ames to 

compete in the ITCA meet. "I 
hoped for a little bit more in a 
few things,  but we're not quite 
there yet. We're just not deep 
enough, but it was good for our 
guys to get a chance to com-
pete. It kind of gets that blood 
fl owing."

New Hampton had just 
six entries in fi ve events and 
brought home one medal as 

senior Marshall Zeien threw the 
shot put a career-best 43-11.5 
to place sixth.

"After the first throw, 
Marshall was pretty consistent," 
Jenkins said of the senior who 

qualifi ed for the Drake Relays 
and last year's Class 2A state 
meet a year ago. "It's a solid 
start for him, but we also expect 
to see that distance increase."

New Hampton competed in 

a pair of relays — taking 16th in 
the distance medley and fi nish-
ing 22nd in the 4x100 — while 
Ethan Praska in the 800 and 
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ELMA MEDICAL CLINIC
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Friday: 7:30am-11:30am
Thursday: 7:30am-3:30pm

Services Include:
• Prenatal Visits
• Well Child Checks
• Physicals
• Wellness Exams

• Lab Services
• Family Medicine
• Acute Visits
• Some Pharmacy Services

Appointments available in Elma with 
Jess Hart, ARNP
Chad Rasmussen, APRN 
Stephanie Riley,  CNM
Staci Vrzak, ARNP

600 Busti Ave., Elma, Iowa
Ph: (641) 393-0058   |   Fax: (641) 393-0061

www.rhshc.com

Call to Schedule an Appointment Today!

2 North Linn Ave., New Hampton, IA • 641-394-2114

75%

FILTER SALE

Locally Owned

Spring SAVE BIG ON ALL WIX OIL, AIR, 
FUEL & HYDRAULIC FILTERS

Save up to

OFF
Pre-Order Sales Accepted

March 1-20, 2024
The invoices will be billed March 21-30, 2024. See us today for details

Chickasaw girls help 
break in a new venue

Chickasaws’ Zeien picks up medal at ITCA
New Hampton boys track team get fi rst chance to gauge itself at indoor meet in Ames

Bob Fenske/Tribune
New Hampton High School alum Noah Fenske helps his Southern Illinois football teammates warm up before the 
Salukis’ “rivalry game” against Southeast Missouri State last fall.

READY TO PLAY SOME FOOTBALLREADY TO PLAY SOME FOOTBALL
BY KELLY TERPSTRA
sports@nhtrib.com

Noah Fenske is happy where he’s at 
– now he just wants to play some football. 

It’s been a long, winding road for the 
New Hampton former all-state football 
player and school record holder in the shot 
put and discus over the course of the last 
fi ve years. 

The current Southern Illinois Saluki has 
encountered several detours and road-
blocks in a gridiron career that he one day 
hopes could lead to an NFL roster spot. 

In the meantime, he’s excited to just be 
able to put on a helmet at this point and 
help his FCS squad located in Carbondale, 
Illinois,  win a championship. 

“Anything I can do to help the team, not 
only to help the team, but to help myself,” 
said Fenske, a 2019 NHHS alum. 

Fenske’s journey and new home in 
southern Illinois – close to the Mississippi 
River and a little less than a two-hour 
drive south from St. Louis – seems like 
light years ago compared to when he was 
a three-star recruit that signed on to play 
for the University of Iowa and head coach 
Kirk Ferentz.

That was right before Christmas in 2018. 
Fenske redshirted in 2019 and played 

in one game at center versus Minnesota 
for the Hawkeyes in 2020. Then he made a 
decision that would alter the course of his 
life forever. 

He decided to transfer. At the time he 
thought it was the right move. 

Hindsight is often 20/20. 
“My time at Iowa was defi nitely great-

ly appreciated,” said Fenske. “At Iowa I 
struggled personally with a lot of things, 
where I felt that I needed to make a move. 
I’m extremely grateful for Coach Ferentz, 
Coach (Chris) Doyle, Coach (Raimond) 
Braithwaite and Coach (George) Barnett in 
my time there. They defi nitely helped mold 
me into a better human being.”

Fenske talked about his struggles in 
Iowa City – mainly, his mental well-being. 

“Yes, Iowa has this legacy for people 
to succeed, but their formula for me was 
not working at the expense of my mental 
health,” said Fenske. 

The 6-6, 300-pound lineman who wears 
No. 53 for SIU, didn’t know where he 

would end up after his path to playing time 
at Iowa was cut short. 

HE PACKED HIS bags and headed to 
the Rocky Mountains out west. 

Boulder, Colorado – to be precise. 
Now donning a helmet and shoulder 

pads with the University of Colorado and 
former UCLA head coach Karl Dorrell – 
Fenske was re-energized with a new start 
and now playing in the Pac-12 for the 
Buff aloes. 

Fenske started one game versus, you 
guessed it, Minnesota in the third game of 
the 2021 season. Colorado went 4-8 that 
year, but things went from bad to worse the 
following fall in Boulder as the Buff aloes 
were one of the worst Power 5 teams in the 
nation. 

Colorado plummeted to an 1-11 record 
in 2022 and Dorrell was fi red mid-season 
in October. After that debacle of a fall 
campaign for the Buff aloes, Colorado brass 
made a high profi le hire in former NFL Hall 
of Famer – Deion Sanders. 

Sanders’ hire meant that Fenske was on 
the move once more. 

Fenske was one of a stunning 46 players 
that entered the transfer portal and left 
Colorado – nearly Colorado’s entire roster 
– after Sanders was named the Buff aloes’ 
head coach. 

“When I went to Colorado, I went 
through some things where I was told one 
thing and it was completely diff erent,” said 
Fenske. “With the entirety of the time, 
when I’ve been transferring, it’s never been 
about competing for a spot. It’s always been 
about putting me in the best place that I 
could be.”

Fenske knew this latest life experience 
– although the outcome wasn’t what he 
wanted – would make him stronger. 

“I’m somebody who thinks in any situa-
tion that life puts you through, it molds you 
into who you are,” said Fenske. 

That left Fenske with options, but where 
would he go after playing seven games in 
Colorado’s 2022 season? 

CARBONDALE CALLED and he 
answered. 

This would set off  a whirlwind sixth-
month period of waiting without any 
answer and testing the limits of what the 
NCAA is and isn’t allowed to do in terms 
of undergrads transferring and wanting to 
play right away without sitting out a year. 

AFTER NCAA KEEPS FENSKE ON SIDELINE IN 2023, FORMER CHICKASAW CAN’T WAIT TO RETURN TO GRIDIRON

During Southern Illinois’ spring foot-
ball game in 2023, Noah Fenske cele-
brates a fi rst down picked up by the 
offense.

Zeien

SEE FENSKE, 11

New Hampton girls track coach sees plenty 
of positives at fi rst indoor meet of the season

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
sports@nhtrib.com

Twenty-three schools broke 
in the new indoor track facility 
at Mason City High School last 
week Tuesday. 

The indoor season opener 
for Jeanette Laures and her 
New Hampton Chickasaw girls 
track team saw a large por-
tion of NH athletes compete 
against the likes of large Class 
4A schools such as Dowling 
Catholic, Johnston, Southeast 
Polk, Linn-Mar and Fort Dodge 
– to name a few. 

“The facility at Mason City 
is fantastic. For their fi rst year 
they ran it effi  ciently and we 
liked that we were able to 
compete against some bigger 
schools,” said the NH head 
coach. 

Laures will count on sever-
al freshmen on her roster this 
spring that should have a big 
impact for the Northeast Iowa 
squad that has around 30 girls 
out for the sport. 

“We have some freshmen 
who will have to play a vital role 
this year as we look to fi ll our 
lineup. These indoor meets are 
an opportunity to see where our 
strengths and weaknesses are,” 
said Laures. 

One such Chickasaw fresh-

man – Sophie Glaser – fi nished 
11th in the 1,500 run in 5:30. 
Glaser, who was a state qualifi er 
in cross country in the fall and 
in wrestling this winter, is obvi-
ously one of those freshmen 
that Laures is talking about. 

Another freshman, Kailynn 
Gebel, ran the third leg in each 
the 4x400 and 4x800. Each of 
those NH relays competed at 
state last year and will have a 
diff erent look this season. 

Each relay placed 12th – with 
the 4x400 team of juniors Taylor 
Ries and Natalie Nosbisch, to 
go along with Gebel and senior 
Hailee Pesek ran a 4:34. The 
4x800 squad of senior Megan 
Pickar, Nosbisch, Gebel and 
Ries crossed the tape in 11:04. 

Even as talented as some of 
Laures’ ninth graders are – it 
sure doesn’t hurt for some of the 
more experienced Chickasaws 
to help show them the ropes in 
their fi rst actual varsity track 
meet. 

“We have a young team and so 
I do think it was slightly intimi-
dating for our younger girls, but 
we also have a great group of 
seniors this year that helped our 
freshmen handle the diff erences 
between indoor season and out-
door season,” said Laures. 

SEE GIRLS TRACK, 11

SEE BOYS TRACK, 11
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LeAnn Shekleton

I offer a variety of services from 
Color/Cuts, Up-Do’s and more! 
Give me a call for your perfect 
hair for your wedding day!

I
C
G
h

LeAnn Shekleton

Dungey’s
Furniture • Flooring • Mattress

904 Canty Ave.
New Hampton
(641) 394-4174
Open Thursday Evenings

* Financing with 
Approved Credit.

See store for details.

OsageOsage
(641) 732-4424(641) 732-4424

Open Thursday EveningsOpen Thursday Evenings

Start Your New Life Together 
With New Home Furnishings

All In One Place!

• Living Room
• Dining Room

• Bedroom/
  Mattresses
• Flooring/Rugs

MIKEDONAHUE

Party Bus service 
for any event!
Bachelor/Bachelorette Parties
Wedding Day Transportation
Birthday Parties
Winery/ Brewery Tours etc…

Wedding Dj 
services & 

photo booth

The Bus holds 40+ ppl and has a bar The Bus holds 40+ ppl and has a bar 
in the back along with a bathroom!in the back along with a bathroom!

563.329.0913   I  mikedonahue1014@gmail.com

 Services include Wedding  Services include Wedding 
Ceremony sound along Ceremony sound along 

with full wedding with full wedding 
reception entertainment!reception entertainment!

Package deals Package deals 
Bus Transportation, Bus Transportation, 

Dj services Dj services 
photobooth photobooth 
available!available!

Booking for Booking for 
2024 -20252024 -2025

years!years!

We have home cooked bbq 
brisket, pulled pork and side 

dishes for your rehearsal suppers 
and wedding receptions. 

135 West Main St., Fredericksburg, IA135 West Main St., Fredericksburg, IA
TheMeateryonMain@gmail.comTheMeateryonMain@gmail.com
Hours: Thursday, Friday & Sunday 3pm-7pmHours: Thursday, Friday & Sunday 3pm-7pm

Booking 
events for 

2024 & 2025

Book your special day with us! 

Wedding Barn • Event Center • Community Center
at the Floyd County Fairgrounds

In Charles City

��������	
	���������	
	������	�	��������	������
Full service options including decor & linens available. 

For more information call 641-228-1300 
email: floydcountyyec@gmail.com

visit: floydcountyfair.org

EXPO CENTER IS AVAILABLE FOR...EXPO CENTER IS AVAILABLE FOR...
• • WEDDING RECEPTIONS WEDDING RECEPTIONS ••
• • BUSINESS MEETINGS BUSINESS MEETINGS ••

• • CLASS REUNIONS CLASS REUNIONS ••
• • BANQUETS BANQUETS ••

Howard County Fairgrounds
Cresco, Iowa

Visit our website for 
features and available dates 
www.mhcfair.com

Seating for 500Seating for 500
Completely climate-controlledCompletely climate-controlled
All caterers welcomeAll caterers welcome

Fully licensed & insuredFully licensed & insured
Fully ADA accessibleFully ADA accessible
Proceeds toward fairgrounds improvementsProceeds toward fairgrounds improvements

It’s never too early 
to reserve your 
special date!

**2022 dates still available**
Also booking for 2023 and beyond
Contact Tom Barnes: 563-547-4996 

or email expo@mhcfair.com

Contact Tom Barnes: 
563-547-4996 or email 

expo@mhcfair.com

6 West Main Street
New Hampton, IA 50659

(641) 394-4225 

300 Gilbert Street
Charles City, IA 50616

(641) 228-5235

Attention Brides & GroomsAttention Brides & Grooms
Stop at Schueth Ace Hardware and Register for your Special Day!

We have a large selection of:
*Table Settings   *Cookware   *Bakeware
*Appliances   *Home Decor  *Seasonal Decor

For you GuysFor you Guys ~ Power Tools, Grills, 
Outdoor Accessories & Much More!

Visit with one of our Gift Specialists and let us help with your Special Day!
Receive a Free Gift when you register. Free Gift Wrapping and in town delivery.

Since 1922 ~ Open 7 Days A Week Year Round

Schueth
HARDWARE

egister for your Special Da

r

!

GUIDE

December are, in many ways, like the 
breakfast. 

“Same thing happens at those,” 
Zeien said. “You get a job, you keep it.”

Events like the breakfast that was 
held on Sunday are the key for various 
Lions Club projects to become a real-
ity and also support the club’s annual 
scholarship program.

Zeien said some of the proceeds from 
this year’s breakfast will go to helping 
make sure that “Stop the Bleed” kits 
are fully equipped and in all of the 
classrooms at New Hampton schools. 
Over the years, the Lions have also 
worked on an almost infi nite number 
of construction projects. Lions Club 
members helped build most of the 
shelters at Mikkelson Park, construct 
the dock at Garnant Park and the new 
press box on the “visitor’s side” of the 
New Hampton High School.

“It’s one way we can give back to our 
community for supporting us so well,” 
Zeien said. “We’re happy to do it, and 
events like the breakfast, they help us 
do that.”

Here’s the deal, though: Breakfast 
weekend 2025 will look a lot like this 

past weekend.
Lions Club members will gather on 

Saturday at the high school and set up. 
They’ll go home and “lose” an hour of 
sleep because of the start of Daylight 
Savings Time. But they’ll get up early 
on the second Sunday of March and 
serve hundreds of folks a meal.

“I always say it’s a little motivation 
for people to come out,” Zeien said. 
“Sure you’re going to lose an hour of 
sleep, but you’re going to get a big 
breakfast out of the deal. It’s not a bad 
trade, right?”

It isn’t, and when the 2025 New 
Hampton Lions Pancake and French 
Toast Breakfast rolls around, the same 
guys will be manning the same jobs … 
and probably giving each other a little 
good-natured grief.

“We have fun with it,” Zeien said. 
“We’re not above giving each other a 
hard time, but every year, it always 
seems to come together. You know 
the saying if it ain’t broke, don’t fi x it? 
That’s where we’re at with this.”

Bob Fenske/Tribune
Grant Anderson and Dustin Lewis (left) prepare another batch of
French Toast while Don Dixon readies some sausages at the annual 
New Hampton Lions Club Pancake and French Toast Breakfast that 
was held Sunday.

Lions Club members keep 
same jobs year after year 

BREAKFAST: FROM 1

Bob Fenske/Tribune
Terry Johnson (left) mixes up pancake batter in the kitchen while Lions Club members (above) dish out 
the food to breakfast out in the cafeteria.

Wedding
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www.blissformalwear.com
2810 S Federal Ave, Mason City   641-201-1032
M, W, F Noon-6p  T, Th Noon-8p Sat 10a-4p  Sun Noon-4p

Pop the Champagne 
& Celebrate your 
big day with a   Premiere
      Appointment

www.blissformalwear.com
2810 S Federal Ave, Mason City   641-201-1032
M,W,F Noon-6p T, Th Noon-8p Sat 10a-4p Sun (Jan-Apr) Noon 4p

Scan the above
QR code to

apply online.

e abboveScan tthhe

Gateway to Northeast Iowa Gateway to Northeast Iowa 
Welcome CenterWelcome Center

Your Local Venue for Wedding Receptions, 
Bridal Showers and Rehearsal Suppers

Seating for up to 125 people. Alcohol friendly. 
Beautiful location for outdoor weddings! 

CALL 641-435-4187
TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE!

10 AMHERST BLVD., NASHUA, IA

Stop into Hometown TV & Appliance 
and Fill Your Home With Sparkly New 

Appliances With No Finger Prints!

HOMETOWN TV & APPLIANCE
“Where Service Always Comes First”

Ask us about our 
Package Deals on Appliances

Add a touch of elegance to your 
wedding day with quality rental

Linens by Landmark

Landmark Laundry

Choose the best when you 
choose Otto’s Oasis. Call today 
to schedule your consultation.

“ I Found the One
     My Heart Loves ”

Full Service Florist, Gifts, Home & Garden Decor, Greenhouses & Landscape Service

www.ottosoasis.com  

641-228-6193
1313 Gilbert St. • Charles City

customerservice@ottosoasis.com

From simply stated to 
exquisitely elegant, 
our professionals will 
create the floral designs 
of your dreams.

• Bouquets

• Corsages & Boutonnieres

• Table décor & floral accents 

for bridal showers, rehearsal 

dinners, receptions & more

For A Perfect Wedding Reception 
serve your guests the best!

Fresh Meat available for all
your special events!

563-569-8774

Polashek’s Locker Service

Family Owned Since 1983!
563-569-8774

DJDJ
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Sundance TravelLet
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(563) 382-9578(563) 382-9578
sundance@alpinecom.net
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Townline Bus LLC
Wedding Shuttles

Family Groups

Bar/Winery Tours

Corporate Events

Room for 31 passagers
Give Bill a call (563) 419-8409 • townlinebusllc.com

15%
Off

Custom
Wedding
Invitations

MUST pay $50 setup fee to receive discount. Discount not
applicable to provided artwork. Discount only applied to first run of
invitations & envelopes. Does not apply to imprinted envelopes.

Your Local Wedding Headquarters

Floyd Community Center

Now Booking 
for 2024-2025

Booking cost $250

• Full Kitchen
• Cold Air Conditioning
• Large Parking Lot

We Have:
Weddings
Anniversaries

Company Picnics/Parties
Business Meetings 

& More!

For More Information Call Lauri 
at Floyd City Hall 641.398.2857 
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