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BY BOB FENSKE 
Of the Reporter

The planting season offi  cially 
began on Thursday, but save for the 
“fi rst guy in the neighborhood” that 
ISU Extension agronomist Terry 
Basol loves to refer to, we might 
be a day or two or three away from 

seeing farmers really start the 2025 
growing season. 

Still, Thursday was a big day 
— the fi rst “RMA day” that allows 
farmers to plant corn without any 
adverse eff ects to their insurance 
policies. 

“I know I bring it up a lot,” Basol 
said Thursday afternoon, “but there 

might be the fi rst guys in the neigh-
borhoods — everyone has one — out 
there today. We’re not quite there 
yet, but we’re close — really close.” 

Basol said that he expects corn 
to be going into the ground soon 
— as in this weekend or next week 
— and the agronomist based at the 
Northeast Iowa Research Farm near 

Nashua is bringing some cau-
tious optimism to the table 
as farmers get ready for the 
planting season. 

After ending 2024 with 
worsening drought con-
ditions and enduring a 

Agronomist: It won’t be long now
Area growers heading into season with ‘OK’ moisture but they’re going to need help

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
Of the Reporter

Nashua took the fi rst steps to remove proper-
ty at 1020 Greeley St. at last Monday’s Council 
meeting. 

The city owns the real estate at that location. 
The Council held a public hearing and also 
agreed to accept bids for the removal/demolition 
of the house and accompanying buildings at that 
address. 

“It needs to be tore down,” said one citizen in 
attendance at the meeting. 

Nashua Mayor Hal Kelleher responded to that 
statement with ‘that’s a given’ that the property 
needs to be demolished. 

Monday, May 5 is the date set by the Council 
for the opening of the bids, if any are received. 

Another citizen sitting in the Council Chambers 
alerted city offi  cials the property resided in a 
fl oodplain. 

“Some of it’s in a fl oodplain, some of it’s not,” 
said Kelleher. 

Nashua City Clerk John Ott stated that the 
only portion of the city-owned real estate that’s 
not in the fl oodplain is the house. 

Ott then described the impetus behind the city 
wanting to tear the structures down. 

“The reason that the Council’s looking at get-
ting rid of it or disposing of it is it’s just no lon-
ger needed, used or required for any municipal 
purposes. The Council will have a resolution to 
approve authorizing disposal by sale because of 
those reasons,” Ott said. 

The Council also discussed the annual 3.5 per-
cent increase to residents of Nashua’s water and 

Council learns 3.5% increase to water, sewer 
rates may not cover city’s expected expenses
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Chicken     DINNER2025 Trinity Youth Mission Trip MealSunday, April 13, 2025  Serving 11am - 1pm

Mike ReicksFried Chicken    

Children $12(10 & Under)

Adults $15 Tickets are available fromMission Trip Youth orTrinity Lutheran Church officeMenu Includes: Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Green Beans, Dessert & Roll
CARRY OUTONLY

at Trinity Lutheran Church 223 S Water Ave, New Hampton

Nashua Women of TodayEaster Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 19 • 10:00 am

Husky Wellness Center • 700 Andrews St, Nashua, IA

For Kids 10 years 
and younger.
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Kids can have their 
picture taken with 
the Easter Bunny.
pp

A

Nashua
REPORTERREPORTER

SEE PLANTING, 3

City to take bids on 
removal of property 
on Greeley Street

Photos courtesy of Heather Hackman/Nashua Public Library

Day and night, library’s a busy place this week!
Nashua Public Library Director Heather Hackman (above) has some interested listeners — including some who have a “birds-
eye” view of the book — during the annual Stuffed Animal Sleepover that was held this past Tuesday night during National 
Library Week. The library’s big week also included programs put on by Al Perales (below left), an investigator from the Iowa 
Attorney General’s Offi ce who discussed ways to avoid scam artists and Charles City suspense author Kylie Brant (below right), 
and the fun will continue on Saturday. That’s when the library will hold “Easy-Peasy Grilled N Cheesy,” a program that will run 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon and include crafts (deocrating a chef hat and an apron) and a chance for kids and adults, too, to make 
a tasty sandwich on National Grilled Cheese Day.  See MORE LIBRARY PHOTOS, Page 2

BY BOB STEENSON
bsteenson@charlescitypress.com

An industrial fi re that called 
in fi refi ghters from a wide area, 
prompted a neighborhood evac-
uation and closed a section of 
the Avenue of the Saints for a 
while was caused by a piece of 
equipment overheating.

Steve Stirling, owner of 
Hawkeye Preferred Tooling 
Group located on Old Highway 
Road southeast of Charles City, 
said security video in the build-
ing recorded the beginning of 

the fi re.
“We have it on camera. One 

of our plastic machines start-
ed to overheat and smoke and 
started on fi re,” he said. “That 
led to the whole building going.”

Stirling said no one was 
working in the building when 
the fi re started, at about 8:40 
p.m. Sunday, April 6.

He said the building was 
used for injection molding and 
blow molding plastic parts, 
made of polyethylene (PE) and 

Nashua fi refi ghters help battle blaze caused by overheating machine
Sunday evening fi re at Hawkeye Preferred 
Tooling leads to closing of Avenue of Saints

Bob Steenson/Charles City Press
One of the buildings that is part of Hawkeye Preferred Tooling Group southeast of Charles City continues to smoke 
Monday evening after being destroyed by a fi re that started the night before. 

Charles City hires longtime 
Plainfield city clerk

The Charles City Council on Monday 
approved an employment agreement for 
Brittney Lentz to serve as the city’s new city 
clerk and fi nance offi  cer.

Lentz, who has spent the last 18 years as 
the Plainfi eld City Clerk, was selected among 
a pool of candidates interviewed last week. 

She will offi  cially begin on April 28, 
but will be working with City Clerk Trudy 
O’Donnell before that to familiarize herself 
with Charles City.

“We’re excited to get Brittney on board 
and hit the ground running,” said City 
Administrator Steve Diers.

SEE CITY COUNCIL, 3

SEE FIRE, 2
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APARTMENT
OPENINGS AVAILABLE

• Two Chef-inspired Meals Daily
• Life Enrichment Program
• Utilities, WiFi, and Basic Cable

• Weekly Housekeeping
• Supportive Care Services Available
• Handicapped Accessible

Choice between
a Standard or
Deluxe Apartment

Just Like Home

Kensington Place 
Assisted Living provides 

a home-like environment 
that allows tenants to be 
active and independent.

STORE CLOSING
YESTERDAY’S TREASURES
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EVERYTHING MUST GO
FARM TOYS 20% OFF

EVERYTHING ELSE 50% OFF

44TH ANNUAL NNUA44TH ANNUAL44 TH AL44TH ANNUAL 
NORTH IOWA FARM TOY SHOWWOWY SHOWM TOY SHNORTH IOWA FNORTH IONORRTH IOWA FARM IOWA FARM TOY SHOARM TOY SHOW

Adam Gibson
515-450-4330 after 6:00 pm

Email: maamgibson@gmail.com

Becky Neal
641-330-1424

bill.beckyneal@gmail.com

Show Admission $5.00 (Children 10 & under are FREE)
Floor Rights $10.00 (7:30 am)

Drawings for Door Prizes Throughout the Day

Sunday, April 13, 2025   |   8:30am to 3:30pmS d il 13 202 | 8 30
at the North Iowa Fairgrounds/All Seasons building

3700 4th Street SW, Mason City, Iowa 50401

polypropylene (PP).
Stirling said he has 25 

employees, and they will be 
back to work cleaning molds 
and keeping the mold shop 
going, but it hasn’t been decid-

ed yet what to do regarding 
the building that was destroyed, 
whether it will be replaced or 
not.

He said he wanted to give “a 
huge thank-you to the area fi re-
men for the quick response and 
no one got hurt.”

Almost 70 fi refi ghters from 
Charles City, Floyd, Colwell, 
Rudd, Rockford, Marble Rock, 
Nora Springs and Nashua 
responded to the fi re, fi ghting it 
until about 11:30 p.m. when the 
decision was made to let the fi re 
burn itself out because of the 
lack of availability of water to 
fi ght the fi re and concern over 
chemicals released into the air 
by the burning plastic.

That concern also led to an 
evacuation alert for residenc-
es downwind of the fi re, with 

sheriff ’s deputies going door to 
door and an alert going out to 
cellphones on the county’s pub-
lic alert system.

The Avenue of the Saints 
was reopened Monday morn-
ing, and Old Highway Road was 
reopened early Monday evening.

Although the building was 
still emitting smoke and small 
fi res could be seen inside 
Monday, Charles City Fire Chief 
Sam Deverell said there was no 
danger to the public away from 
the scene.

FIRE: FROM 1

Business owner appreciates fi refi ghters for ‘quick response’

Photos courtesy of Heather Hackman/Nashua Public Library

Celebrating National Library Week in Nashua
One of Nashua Public Library Director Heather Hackman’s favorite parts of National Library Week is the annual 

Stuffed Animal Sleepover she and the facility hosts each year, and this year’s group of animals (above) seemed to
be well-behaved as they settle in for an evening at the library on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, the library was also the home to a unique interactive display (below) centered around the history of
the legendary Surf Ballroom in Clear Lake.

The display offered patrons a chance to “d ive into the vibrant spirit of the 1950s — a decade marked by the explo-
sive rise of rock ‘n’ roll, with the Surf Ballroom at the epicenter of this musical revolution.” 

Known as “sacred ground” for the sounds that defi ned a generation, this exhibit invites you to step back in time 
and discover how the music and events of this transformative era continue to echo through time. Music is the heart
and soul of the Surf. Surf Ballroom offi cials say they are thankful for the opportunity to share their story with com-
munities throughout the Midwest.

Butler County REC names 
2025 Youth Tour winner
Amelia Thompson, a junior from North Butler High School, 

has been selected to represent Butler County REC at the 2025 
Rural Electric Youth Tour to Washington, D.C., June 15-21. 

Thompson is the daughter of Butler County REC mem-
bers Todd and Corrine Thompson of Greene. She is active 
in numerous school activities, including Student Council, 
National Honor Society, Prom Committee, volleyball and golf. 

While on the Youth Tour, Thompson will join students 
from more than 40 additional electric cooperatives in Iowa 
and over 1,800 students from across America to explore our 
nation’s capital. Along with meeting their congressional leaders 
in Washington, D.C., the participants will tour historic sites, 
explore the Smithsonian museums and cruise the Potomac. The 
week leaves students fi lled with inspiration and a better under-
standing of the role electric cooperatives play in our country. 

Thompson will receive a $500 scholarship upon entry into 
an accredited college.  

The goal of the Youth Tour and scholarship programs at 
Butler County REC is to support education and to provide 
opportunities for youth in rural Iowa. 



BY ROBIN OPSAHL
Iowa Capital Disptach

Iowa K-12 public schools 
would receive a 2% increase 
in state per-pupil funding next 
year under legislation the Iowa 
Senate approved Monday on 
32-15 vote.

Senate File 167 sets the State 
Supplemental Aid (SSA) rate 
for the upcoming fi scal year. 
SSA is the growth rate for public 
K-12 school funding, allocated 
to schools on a per-pupil basis.

The Senate, and Gov. Kim 
Reynolds, had put forward the 
2% SSA rate. But in February, 
the Iowa House returned the 
legislation to the Senate after 
increasing the SSA rate from 
2% to 2.25%. The House 
amendment also added other 
funding components like a $10 
increase to the state cost per 
pupil, changes to transporta-
tion equity aid payment and 
weighting for school districts 
with shared operational costs, 
as well as a one-time allocation 
of $22.6 million to help school 
districts with rising costs and 
the impacts of infl ation.

Since the House vote Feb. 
18, the measure did not seen 
public discussion again before 
Monday, April 7. Lawmakers 
had already failed to meet their 
self-imposed deadline to pass 
school funding within 30 days 
of the governor’s budget release, 
in addition to failing to pass the 
measure before school districts’ 
budget proposals were due in 
early March. However, there 
are still a few weeks before the 
school districts’ fi nal budgets 
must be submitted to the state 
by April 30.

House Speaker Pat Grassley 
told reporters in several 
news conferences that House 
Republicans were committed 

to providing some additional 
funding supports for Iowa K-12 
schools, components that were 
part of the hold-up in passing 
this year’s SSA rate.

“We understand that we 
may not get all of those things 
that we include in our bill, but 
we’d be hopeful that there’d be 
at least some consideration,” 
Grassley told reporters in late 
March. “Whether it’s operation-
al sharing, whether it’s some 
one-time, infl ationary factors — 
we continue to be hopeful that 
at some point in time enough 
Iowans engaging in this conver-
sation will at least put some of 
those things on the table.”

THE GRIDLOCK ended 
Monday as Senate Republicans 
returned with an amendment 
that set the SSA rate at 2%, 
but included some components 
of the House amendment. The 
$22.6 million appropriation 
was removed, and the proposed 
raise to the state cost per pupil 
was lowered from $10 to $5. 

While the House language 
gave a standing unlimited 
appropriation for transporta-
tion equity aid payment begin-
ning in fi scal year 2026 to make 
sure the statewide adjusted 
transportation cost per pupil 
was not lower than the state-
wide average cost, the Senate 
language set a 5% rate for pay-
ments to the transportation 
equity fund per pupil.

Sen. Lynn Evans, R-Aurelia, 
said that with the amend-
ment, the spending pack-
age represents a $238.1 mil-
lion increase for K-12 schools 
compared to FY 2025. Of that 
increase, $126.8 million will go 
to public schools, $96.8 million 
to the state’s Education Savings 
Account (ESA) program, pro-
viding public funds for private 

school costs, and $14.5 million 
for charter schools.

Evans said that the proposal 
provides “responsible and sus-
tainable funding for local school 
districts.” He emphasized that 
Republicans have steadily 
increased school funding in 
Iowa, and that K-12 spend-
ing will make up 44.7% of the 
state’s budget in FY 2026 at 
$4.2 billion.

“This bill makes a promise to 
local school districts that can be 
kept,” Evans said.

DURING DEBATE on 
the SSA rate, Democrats have 
repeatedly called for their GOP 
colleagues — who control both 
chambers — to set a higher rate 
in 2025. The minority party 
argued that the 2% rate will 
put more than 150 Iowa school 
districts on the budget guaran-
tee process, which will trigger 
property tax increases to meet 
funding obligations that the 
SSA rate does not cover.

Sen. Sarah Trone Garriott, 
D-West Des Moines, said 
Republicans’ SSA proposal was 

“shameful” and that the pro-
posal will result in either higher 
property taxes or school staff  
cuts.

“This is really personal to 
me,” Trone Garriott said. 
“My kids go to one of these 
schools where we are going to 
see cuts. My school is on this 
list. Property taxes are going to 
have to go up just to scrape by. 
Meanwhile, parents like me get 
to see up close and personal, 
the people who are going to lose 
their job, the great teachers that 
are going to go elsewhere, the 
programs that are getting cut, 
the class sizes that are getting 
larger, the opportunities that 
are getting missed because this 
body and the state Legislature 
won’t invest in the majority of 
Iowa’s kids through our public 
schools.”

Sen. Janet Petersen, D-Des 
Moines, criticized the mea-
sure as a part of legislative 
Republicans’ and Reynolds’ 
larger budgeting strategy 
which she said prioritizes pri-
vate school students through 
the Education Savings Account 

(ESA) program over the major-
ity of Iowa students who attend 
public K-12 schools. The ESA 
program, which provides stu-
dents with public funds equal to 
the SSA per-pupil funding rate 
for private school tuition and 
associated costs, will be open to 
all Iowa students with no family 
income limits beginning in the 
2025-2026 school year.

Petersen said the governor’s 
fi ve-year projections for the 
state’s fi nances show repeated 
dips into the state’s Taxpayer 
Relief Fund that she said direct-
ly align with spending on the 
ESA program, championed by 

Reynolds in 2023.
“When you look at this 

budget … 92% of our school-
age children that go to public 
schools are going to get an mea-
sly increase, because you have 
invested millions and millions 
of dollars for very small number 
of families to receive private 
school vouchers and corporate 
tax cuts,” Petersen said. “There 
is still time to address that, 
where we could put millions 
more into our public school dis-
tricts instead of handing them 
over to wealthy families who 
are already sending their kids to 
private schools.”
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Did you know you can
Check In online?

8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
now open from

WaverlyHealthCenter.org/Clinics/Walk-In-Clinic

Did you know you can
Check In online?

Professional Tree Removal & Trimming

Fully Insured • FREE QUOTES

northiowatreeservice.com

Call or Text Michael
641-426-6767

NORTH IOWA
TREE SERVICE LLC

sewer bill that will take place on July 1. 
Ott mentioned that he would talk with 

Nashua Water/Wastewater Superintendent 
Nick Henningsen on whether or not the 
raised rates will be enough to cover city 
expenses for the ’26 fi scal year.

Ott stated there will be letters sent out 
to citizens about that potential increase 
and they will also be reminded not to fl ush 
wipes into the toilet as it clogs up the city’s 
water system. 

Passers-by and people driving in their 
car may have noticed a big concrete block 
fl oating on top of the water below the dam. 

One citizen at Monday’s meeting – Nub 
Ronnei – brought it up before the Council. 

“There’s a lot of movement going on 
below (the dam) that shouldn’t be,” said 
Ronnei. 

Kelleher explained what the city is doing 
in trying to fi gure out what is exactly going 
on with the block, which was placed below 
water level and was part of a repair project 
to fi x a hole in the dam by Boomerang 
Construction, out of Anamosa. 

“The Clerk has contacted the contractors 
and the contractors said that was normal,” 
said Kelleher. 

Ronnei, owner of Nub’s Bait, Tackle and 
More, snapped back with this retort. 

“It’s normal to move that nine-ton block 
and we didn’t even have a fl ood?” asked a 
perplexed Ronnei. 

Ott said he’s working on getting more 
information from the construction com-
pany as to the cause of the moving block, 
which appears to have been dislodged from 
its normal resting spot to protect the dam. 

Ronnei, who at the previous meeting 
inquired about whether or not the city is 
interested in creating a usable walkway 
below the dam for fi sherman to use, had 
this to say about what’s the state of that 
proposed path. 

“Have you given any more thought to 

take an hour or maybe an hour-and-a-half 
out of somebody’s time to make a path 
down through there for people to walk – a 
little bit of access?” said Ronnei. 

“We haven’t pursued that,” said Kelleher 
about a potential walkway down below the 
dam. 

Ronnei said he had more than enough 
interest from people that he knows that 
would love easier access to that area, which 
has been fi lled in with large rocks along the 
shoreline by the construction outfi t. 

“You haven’t? Geez, I have and I got 
about 50 people that also have,” said 
Ronnei. 

Kelleher told Ronnei ‘get that back to 
us and we’ll get it on the agenda,’” said 
Kelleher. 

Ronnei brought forth his concerns 
about the dam and the potential for the 
area to utilize a newly created path during 
the citizen public comments portion of 
the meeting, which is now limited to just 
three-minutes per person where the public 
can address the Council. 

The ongoing saga of the city trying to 
remove an at-large dog at Windy Acres 
Mobile Home Park continues. Owners of 
the animal at 609 Wentling St, Trailer No. 
16, have not responded to the city’s request 
to remove the animal despite attending a 
Council meeting earlier this year to address 
the issue. 

The city required the animal be removed 
from the property by Feb. 17 and has 
issued separate fi nes of $500 and $750 to 
the owners because the dog still resides 
inside the city. 

The animal owners – Jeremy Hinders 
and Tiff any Tussler – were issued a letter 
from the city on March 5, which was basi-
cally a notifi cation to remove the animal 
under their care pursuant to Chapter 55 of 
the Nashua City Code. 

The owner of the mobile home park, who 
lives in Florida and was in attendance at 
the meeting, said Tussler owns the trailer, 

but he pays taxes on the lot as he owns that. 
The owner also said he will implement new 
rules on July 1 that include addressing 
dangerous at-large animals. The owner 
stated with the new rules at the park that 
will go into eff ect in less than two months, 
that there’s defi nitely breeds of dog that 
aren’t allowed at the park and that the dog 
in question is one of them. 

“Our new rules go into eff ect, so they 
have them. I’m just establishing the time 
frame and I can use the lawyer on top of 
that,” said the mobile home park owner. 
“This helps that process tremendously.” 

Here’s what the back-and-forth discus-
sion sounded like at the Council meeting 
regarding the at-large animal, which has 
been off  its leash and roaming around the 
trailer park in recent months. 

“We could issue them a ticket every day,” 
said Council member Samantha Johnson. 

“Could the dog be physically removed by 
an animal service? said the mobile home 
park owner. 

“I don’t know if we can do that? said 
Council member Jake Johnson. 

Jake Johnson, along with the rest of the 
Council, want to take immediate action and 
remove the dog from within the city limits. 

“It’s going to have to be forceful to deal 
with this,” said Jake Johnson. 

Ott will consult with Nashua City 
Attorney David Skilton on the next steps 
in the process of trying to remove the ani-
mal from the city limits and get a hold of 
Chickasaw County Sheriff  Ryan Shawver 
as well. 

“I think we need to look into having it 
removed. They’ve had time. They obviously 
are just ignoring us,” said Jake Johnson. 

Tracy Colby was hired as camp host at 
Cedar View Park. Ethan Mahlstedet and 
Ashlee Mahlstedt were the other candi-
dates that fi lled out an application for the 
host position.

A public hearing for the FY ’26 Budget 
adoption is set for Monday, April 21.

winter with little snow, Basol’s 
area has seen some signifi cant 
rainfall over the course of the 
past two months. Yes, he says, 
the U.S. Drought Monitor is still 
saying that all of Chickasaw, 
Bremer, Butler and Floyd 
counties are in a “moderate 
drought,” but soil moisture con-
tents are much better than he 
expected they would be even a 
few months ago. 

The fi rst Iowa Crop Progress 
and Condition report released 
by the USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistic Survey 
this past Monday certainly 
agreed.  

In the Northeast Iowa District 
that includes Chickasaw and 
Bremer counties, 64 percent of 
topsoil has adequate moisture 
and 6 percent has a surplus 
while 54 percent of subsoil has 
adequate moisture and 3 per-
cent has a surplus. The number 
are similar in the North Central 
District that includes Floyd and 
Butler counties, where 71 per-
cent of topsoil has either ade-
quate or surplus moisture and 
51 percent of subsoils have the 
same. 

Basol, though, was guarded 
when he was asked about the 
continuing drought. 

“I think we’re sitting OK at 
the start,” he said. “We have 
enough moisture to get estab-
lished, to get the crop up and 
growing, to get things germi-
nated, but we’re going to need 
some help, we’re going to need 
timely rains more than ever this 
year. What would be nice is to 
get 2 to 3 weeks of dry weather 
so the farmers can go like gang-

busters and get the crop into the 
fi eld and then have a real nice 
soaker.” 

He said the goal for farmers 
is to get their corn crop into the 
fi eld by May 1 and soybeans 
planted by June 1. 

As of this week, soil tempera-
tures were averaging about 46 
degrees in Chickasaw County 
and 47 degrees in Bremer 
County, and by next week, those 
soil temps are expected to pass 
the 50-degree mark that experts 
say is needed to get the growing 
season off  to a good start. 

“We always tell people make 
sure it’s at 50 and it’s going to 
stay there,” he said, “but con-
ditions are looking pretty good 
right now that we’re going to 
get there pretty quickly and, 
just as importantly, stay there. 
I know the guys are ready to go. 
This is the best time of the year. 
There’s just something about 
spring.” 

Basol isn’t the only one 
who believes that. Take Iowa 
Secretary of Agriculture Mike 
Naig, for example. 

““Each spring brings a 
renewed sense of optimism 
for the growing season ahead,” 
Naig said earlier this week 
after the Crop and Condition 
report was released. “The ini-
tial weather outlooks for the 
fi rst half of April are leaning 
warmer and drier, which will 
make farmers eager to get the 
planters rolling as soon as fi eld 
conditions are ready. 

‘Thankfully, the drought sit-
uation across Iowa is improved 
compared to last year because 
of the more active weather pat-
tern we experienced throughout 
March.” 

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Mayor Hal Kelleher and Nashua City Council members look up documents during their regularly scheduled meeting 
on Monday evening.

Resident expresses dam concern; council continues dog ‘saga’
CITY COUNCIL: FROM 1

State’s ag secretary 
says state’s drought 
situation ‘improving’

PLANTING: FROM 1

State legislators fi nally reach deal on education spending
Senate approves a bill giving schools 2% increase to State Supplemental Aid two months after the Legislature’s self-imposed deadline

U.S. Drought Monitor
Much of Northeast Iowa — including all of Chickasaw, 
Bremer, Butler and Floyd counties — are still endur-
ing moderate drought, according to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor’s weekly report that came out on Thursday, but 
farm experts say soil moisture profi les are solid for farm-
ers who will soon be planting their 2025 crop.
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There has been talk over the social network 
regarding the recent assessment notices, the 
role of the supervisors and the current budget 
climate. 

I will simply start by stating that the respon-
sibility to set assessed values rests with three 
entities. The primary responsible entity is the 
Assessor. The Board of Review and the Iowa 
Department of Revenue have oversight respon-
sibility. 

The offi  ce of Assessor is governed by the 
Conference Board. The Conference Board is 
comprised of three units, the board of supervi-
sors, the mayors from each town and a repre-
sentative from each of the school boards. Each 
of these units have one vote. The conference 
board appoints the assessor subject to approv-
al by the Director of Revenue and Finance, 
determines the number of deputy assessors and 
sets the budget of the assessor’s offi  ce. All other 
administrative functions are the responsibility of 
the assessor. 

The Assessor has numerous statutory respon-
sibilities, of which, the fi rst and foremost is the 
valuation of real property. 

The Assessor’s Offi  ce serves as the steward of the tax base, 
initiating the property tax cycle. Its primary functions include 
ensuring that all property is valued at statutory levels, maintain-
ing fairness and equity in property assessments, uniformly apply-
ing assessment processes, and identifying all taxable property for 
inclusion in the tax base. 

The Assessor is charged, by statute, to value property at 
its “Actual Value” as defi ned by law. The Actual Value for 
Residential, Commercial, Industrial and R+3(Multi Residential) 
is the “Fair and Reasonable” indication of Market Value. For 
Assessment purposes, Iowa Code further defi nes Market Value in 
Iowa Code 441.21 ss1.b(1). The Assessor DOES NOT establish 
property taxes or the levy rates. The values are used to spread 
the tax askings of the taxing bodies, including but not limited to, 
schools, cities, counties, conference board, townships, area col-
leges, etc. 

The eff ective date of assessment is January 1 of each year. 
Each odd numbered assessment year, such as January 1, 2025, 
is known as a revaluation year. The Assessor is further charged, 
by statute, to re-assess ALL property in his/her jurisdiction based 
on this eff ective date of value. When doing so, the Assessor utiliz-
es statistical measures to determine their current level of assess-
ment prior to any changes. These same measures are applied in 

determining the changes in value that may be required to meet 
the statutory level of assessment. The statutory level of assess-
ment is a median sales ratio lying between 95% and 105% for 
each class of property. The Assessor then aims for a median ratio 
of 100%. If the median ratio prior to adjusting is 85%, an adjust-
ment of 17.647% would be required to attain a median ratio of 
100% (1-(100/85)). 

The Assessor, through this process, is interpreting the market 
activities of sellers and buyers. The Assessor does not establish 
the market, sellers and buyers of property are setting the market. 
Not all property in a given jurisdiction increases or decreases at 
the same rate. The Assessor reviews shifts in the market activity 
by town, neighborhood, style of home, age of home, condition 
of home to name a few. Once this is accomplished, the Assessor 
applies their fi ndings to the appraisal software and re-establishes 
the assessed values for their jurisdiction. 

Because this is a reassessment year, it is also known as 
an equalization year. The Iowa Department of Revenue and 
Finance has additional oversight of the values in these years. 
The Department reviews sales throughout the prior year and 
maintains this sales list as does the Assessor. The Department, 
in the fall, will compare their sales analysis to the updated or 
re-assessed values established by the Assessor, and determine 
if the Assessor has complied with their statutory duty. If the 
Department fi nds that an assessing jurisdiction does not meet 
the statutory guidelines, they would issue an equalization order 
retroactive to January 1. This order would adjust the values on 
an aggregate basis and not consider the various market condi-
tions existing throughout the jurisdiction. 

Agricultural property is valued based upon a 5-year productiv-
ity formula as established by state statute. The following years of 
income and expenses were used: 

For the 1-1-2023 assessment: 2021, 2020, 2019, 2018, 2017 
For the 1-1-2025 assessment: 2023, 2022, 2021, 2020, 2019 
The Department of Revenue provides each assessing jurisdic-

tion with a calculated average value per acre for the county. The 
Assessor’s offi  ce then allocates the average value per acre to each 
individual parcel by land use, CSR2 rating and to ag buildings. 

 1-1-2023 1-1-2025 
Statewide average value/acre $1,740.89 +29.31% $2,238.60 
Chickasaw Co average value/acre $1,887.65 +34.22% $2,533.57 

 
The current give years still includes income from the COVID 

years subsidies. 
The two years dropped were marginal years of commodity 

prices. 
Residential and Commercial property is to be valued at a “fair 

and reasonable indication of market value.” The Assessor’s offi  ce 
utilizes statistical measures to determine their level of assess-
ment. Sales ratio statistics are utilized on a county wide basis as 
well as on a more localized basis such as town by town. Iowa law 
requires our median ratio to be between 95% and 105%. 

Following are the residential statistics both before and after 
the January 1, 2025 assessments were adjusted: 

Median Sales Ratio
 Prior After 
County wide 87.21% 100.91% 
Rural only 78.55% 102.29% 
Urban only 88.59% 100.87% 

 
If a property owner is not satisfi ed with the value set, the 

owner may appeal the value as follows: 
1. April 2-25, informal appeal directly to the Assessor. 
2. April 2-30, formal petition to the Board of Review. 
The property owner may appeal the Board of Review’s decision 

to either/both PAAB (State Property Assessment Appeal Board) 
and/or District Court. 

The responsibility to maintain values at their statutory level 
rests solely with the Assessor with oversight by the Department 
of Revenue. No other offi  ce or administrator has this authority 
with the exception of the Board of Review. The Board of Review 
serves as a quasi-judicial board. This Board receives petitions 
from property owners as an appeal of the values established by 
the Assessor. The Board has judicial power including the power 
to subpoena witnesses and records. The Department of Revenue 
reviews the values of each jurisdiction to determine if we are in 
compliance with the statute. If a jurisdiction is not in compliance, 
the Department issues an equalization order in October adjusting 
the values accordingly retroactive to the January 1, 2025 assess-
ment. 

The Assessor clearly has a responsibility, not just administra-
tively but by statute, to maintain values as directed by statute. 
Not because of any directive, but because of compliance with the 
law dictates. Oversight is in place to assure that a jurisdiction’s 
values meet the guidelines as set forth in code. The Department 
of Revenue also has the power to direct a complete revaluation 
of all or part of an assessment jurisdiction. This would be at the 
cost of the assessment expense fund as well. This too is a reason 
why the Assessor must maintain values at the level as directed by 
statute. 

I am available to answer any questions or concerns you may 
have regarding the assessment process. If you have a civic orga-
nization that would be interested in learning more, please give 
me a call. 

Ray Armel is 
the Chickasaw 
County asses-
sor who also 
serves as the 
president of 

the Iowa State 
Association of 
Assessors. He 
can be reached 

by phone at 
641-394-2813 
or by email at 

r.armel@chicka-
sawcounty.iowa.

gov.

Assessor explains the process and laws used to value properties in Iowa

Supervisors frustrated that they are being blamed for assessments
Assessor tells board he’s simply following the state statute and urges property owners to contact him with concerns; county budget hearing set for Monday

BY BOB FENSKE 
Of the Reporter

Let’s put it this way: Social 
media has been abuzz with 
angst and frustration — much 
of it directed to the Chickasaw 
County Board of Supervisors — 
since property owners received 
their new 2025 valuations. 

And that’s why Board 
Chairman Jake Hackman asked 
County Assessor Ray Armel to 
attend Monday’s regular weekly 
meeting and discuss the notic-
es, many of which come with 
healthy increases to property 
valuations in the county that 
will be used to determine prop-
erty taxes in the 2026-27 fi scal 
year. 

“Those assessment values 
are not Board of Supervisors,” 
Hackman said. “We don’t deter-
mine them. There’s just been 
a lot of negative comments on 
social media about the assessed 
letters sent out.” 

And Armel agreed, saying 
that assessors like himself are 
only following state statutes 

that call on property values to 
be between 95 percent and 105 
percent of market values. Armel 
added that the ire on social 
media is being directed at the 
wrong people, i.e., the Board of 
Supervisors. 

“Any phone calls, any mes-
sages, anything you folks 
receive,” he told board mem-
bers, “just tell them to call me, 
call my offi  ce. For you folks to 
receive some of the comments 
that you do that I have seen, it’s 
wrong. It’s just plain wrong.” 

He told supervisors that 
Chickasaw County isn’t alone 
when it comes to rising prop-
erty valuations. Armel pointed 
out that statewide, ag land val-
ues are averaging a 32 percent 
increase, residential properties 
are around 18 percent and com-
mercial properties also have 
seen signifi cant increases. 

“I’ve received a number of 
phone calls from assessors 
around the state because I am 
the president of our associa-
tion, about concerns the public 
is starting to share,” he said. 

“With the state budget discus-
sions and the discussions by the 
state regarding local budgets 
and budget concerns just peri-
od. It has just infl amed, I think, 
the comments.” 

But Armel added that he 
wasn’t going to get into a shout-
ing match on social media; 
instead, he urged property own-
ers to reach out to his offi  ce. 

“Let’s set the record straight,” 
he said. “I’m not going to go on 
social media and start a battle 
of words with these individuals. 

That I will not do. ... I just don’t 
like social media, period, when it 
comes to points like that. I want 
people to come and see me. I 
want them to come to my offi  ce. 
I want them to call my offi  ce.” 

He said he was making a 
plea to let “folks know that my 
door is open, phone is avail-
able, email is available and I 
will gladly visit with mostly any-
body.” 

Hackman reminded those 
speaking out on social media 
that the county is not the only 

“tax base” that requires proper-
ty tax collection — pointing out 
that schools, colleges and cities 
also levy property taxes. 

“They write the check to 
Chickasaw County, but the 
treasurer has to disburse that 
money out to those tax bodies,” 
he said, “[but] it seems like it 
always [is directed at] just us 
fi ve.” 

The discussion on the assess-
ments came during a relatively 
short meeting, one that took 
place a week before the county 

holds its fi nal public hearing 
on the 2025-26 budget and tax 
levy that is set for 9:10 a.m. this 
coming Monday. 

The supervisors did hold 
a short budget workshop on 
Monday in which they discussed 
the county’s total tax-asking, 
which will be $8,047,188 during 
the fi scal year that begins July 
1. That’s up 1.9 percent from 
the $7,896,909 tax-asking for 
this year. A year ago, the coun-
ty’s tax-asking increased by 
13.1 percent, and supervisors 
have spent much of the past 
few months trimming proposed 
budgets. 

Both Armel and Hackman 
after Monday’s meeting
stressed that the new assess-
ment notices will not aff ect this 
coming fi scal year’s property tax 
collections. Armel stood by a 
comment he made last month 
that about 94 percent of prop-
erties in Chickasaw County did 
not see any valuation increases 
during 2024, which is the year 
the 2025-26 tax collections are 
based upon.

Chickasaw County’s tax-asking for 2025-26
Here are the tax-asking proposals that Chickasaw County Board of Supervisors have pro-

posed for the 2025-26 fi scal year budget in advance of the second and fi nal public hearing the 
board will hold on Monday:
 2024-25 2025-26 % increase/decrease
General Basic $3,271,534 $3,373,565 3.12 
Pioneer Cemetery $6,178 $6,198 0.31 
General Supplemental $1,795,297 $1,783,170 -0.68 
Debt Service $459,333 $465,174 1.27 
Rural Services Basic $2,364,566 $2,419,061 2.30 
Total $7,896,909 $8,047,168 1.90 

SOURCE: Chickasaw County Auditor’s Offi ce

Everybody Hurts run/walk 
set for April 25 

in New Hampton
The annual Everybody Hurts 

“Their Fight Is Our Fight 5K
Run, Walk or Ride” event will be 
held two weeks from today, Fri-
day, April 25.

The event begins at 4:30
p.m. and in addition to the 5k,
will include a free-will donation
meal and a silent auction.

The cost to enter the run
is $20 and proceeds from the 
event will help fund various pro-
grams and scholarships offered
by the non-profi t that seeks to 
raise mental health awareness
and suicide preventiion.

This year’s event will be held 
at the Chickasaw Event Center 
and will wrap up with a spaker,
Joanna Rahnavardi, at 7 p.m.

To register for the run, walk or 
ride, ego to the Everybody Hurts 
Facebook page.

LifeServe Blood Center 
drive is set for April 29
There will be a LifeServe 

community blood drive on Tues-
day, April 29 at the New Hamp-
ton Community Center, 112 E.
Spring St. New Hampton, from 
noon until 5:30 p.m.

Appointments are encour-
aged and may be made by tex-
ting LIFESERVE to 999-777, by
calling 800-287-4903 or by visit-
ing the website at lifeserve.info/
schedule.

Briefs

WE’LL HAVE A LIST OF 
EASTER SERVICE TIMES 
FOR AREA CHURCHES IN 
NEXT WEEK’S REPORTER



BY KELLY TERPSTRA

Of the Reporter

The name will do for now, 
but CC/NP/RRMR trapshoot-
ing coach Mike Oleson has 
some ideas he’s fl oating around 
about a potential moniker for 
his spot-on marksmen – and it 
doesn’t include eight letters in 
a row that don’t spell a single 
word. 

Oleson, the leader of his 
split consolidated group that 
features shooters from the 
school districts of Charles 
City, Nashua-Plainfield and 
Rudd-Rockford-Marble Rock 
(RRMR), explained the thought 
process behind his squad’s team 
name. 

Right now it stands as 
CCNPRRMR. 

“I thought about it. I threw 
around the idea of Cedar Valley 
Crushers, but that’s already 
been used. We were trying to 
think of a way to recognize all 
three schools. It doesn’t exact-
ly roll off  your tongue. Maybe 
next year we can come up 
with something,” said Oleson. 
“Charles City and Nashua are 
on the “Avenue.” We could do 
“218,” but Rockford’s not on the 
“Avenue.” 

Six seniors (high school trap-
shooters) hail from Nashua-
Plainfi eld on Oleson’s team. 
Two are from RRMR and 
approximately 20 are generat-
ed from Charles City. Middle-
school shooters are called inter-
mediate – at least in the trap-
shooting vernacular. 

“I’ve pushed this for years 
that we’re all on the same team, 
but we compete against one 
another,” said Oleson. 

Oleson explained the reason 
behind joining forces with the 
three school districts. Which 
in a nutshell allows his teams 
– which can compete against 
one another – the chance to 
earn medals at state. The top 

six at state, which takes place in 
Cedar Falls, earn medals in the 
non-sanctioned sport. 

“The reason why we did 
that is the SCTP (Scholastic 
Clay Target Program) – they 
changed the rules at state and 
at nationals. We cannot get 
a squad award. So with just 
Nashua, I’d only have six shoot-
ers, to where if I consolidate 
them – I have 21 shooters. They 
do team awards and they would 
take the top fi ve shooters and 
that’s why I ended up consoli-
dating,” said Oleson. 

Regardless of the dynamic 
and makeup of his roster, the 
Huskies of N-P have shot excel-
lent this spring. 

Husky senior Nic Brase, who 
has been shooting with Charles 
City’s No. 1 squad, has been 
Oleson’s top dog so far out on 
the trap range. 

“Right now Nic is my top 
shooter,” said Oleson. “He’s 
been pretty solid.”

In the season opener at home 
base – the Nashua Fish & Game 
Club – last week Tuesday, Brase 
won the meet with a 48 out of 
50. That means he missed just 
two clay targets. 

His CC1 squad – as they are 
called – won the meet with a 
216. 

Oleson’s other N-P shooters 

are all freshmen and include 
Brase’s younger brother, 
Hunter, along with Tate Demro, 
Corbin Johnson, Lane Barlow 
and Maverick Sinnwell. 

“They were my fi rst group of 
seventh graders. This is their 
third year of shooting. I am 
trying my best to keep them all 
together,” said Oleson.

Oleson said the N-P bunch 
placed just out of the money 
in seventh at state as sev-
enth-graders. 

“They were already shoot-
ing well. It’s just a matter of 
keeping those boys focused and 
keeping them together,” Oleson 
added. 

Barlow fi red a 49 at CC/
NP/RRMR’s home invite this 
past Saturday. Other top shots 
during that weekend shoot were 
Nic Brase and Demro, who 
managed 47s, and Sinnwell 
(46). 

N-P traveled to take on New 
Hampton at the Sportsman’s 
Club Boyd in Fredericksburg 
this past Tuesday and the Brase 
brothers once again hit their 
mark. 

They each shot 46s. Barlow 
racked up a 44, followed by 
Johnson and Demro, who each 
tallied rounds of 42. 

CC/NP/RRMR hosts a “Night 
Shoot” this evening (Friday) 

that will begin at dusk (around 
7:45 p.m) and will put the trav-
eling trophy on the line against 
New Hampton. The Chickasaws 
have won the trophy the past 
two seasons. Intermediates and 
handicap shooting will take 
place prior to the start of the 
“Night Shoot.” 

TUESDAY, APRIL 1 TOP-THREE 
SQUADS

CC1 216, NP1 203, CC4 71. 
TOP-THREE BOYS

Nic Brase (NP) 48, Everett Schmitt 
(CC) 47, Max Henning (WSR) 46. 

TOP-THREE GIRLS
Eve Duppong (WSR) 44, Ali 

Blickenderfer (CC) 39, Lydia Bluhm 
(WSR) 39. 

NASHUA-PLAINFIELD SQUAD 
RESULTS

CC1 (216) - Blickenderfer 39, 
Hunter Boehmer 38, Cole Jones 44, 
Schmitt 47, Brase 48. 

NP1 (203) - Lane Barlow 40, 
Hunter Brase 43, Corbin Johnson 39, 
Maverick Sinnwell 41, Tate Demro 40. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 5 CC-NP-RRMR 

INVITE 3 TOP-THREE SQUADS
NH Red 230, CC1 229, TV-SF 

Red 228. 

TOP-THREE BOYS
Jonah Orvis (TVSF) 50, Kellogg 

(NH) 49, Lane Barlow (NP) 49, Myers 
(BC) 48, Jaxon Raymer (BC) 48, 
Swehla (NH) 48, Ty Moudry (TV) 48. 

TOP-THREE GIRLS
H. Humpal (NH) 46, Kinley Roths 

(CC) 46, Ali Blickenderfer (CC) 44. 
NASHUA-PLAINFIELD SQUAD 

RESULTS
CC1 (229) - Blickenderfer 44, 

Boehmer 46, Jones 46, Schmitt 46, 
N. Brase 47. 

NP1 (219) - Barlow 49, H. Brase 
35, Johnson 42, Sinnwell 46, Demro 
47. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 8 TO-THREE 
SQUADS

NH Red 233, NH Black 226, CC1 
223.  

TOP-THREE BOYS
Wyatt Schwickerath (NH) 49, 

Devon Snyder (NH) 48, Ben Douglas 
(NH) 47, Chase Humpal (NH) 47. 

TOP-THREE GIRLS
Aleah Eichenberger (NH) 46, 

Blickenderfer (CC) 45, Vanessa 
Snyder (NH) 45. 

NASHUA-PLAINFIELD SQUAD 
RESULTS

CC1 (223) - Blickenderfer 46, 
Boehmer 45, Jones 45, Schmitt 41, 

N. Brase 46. 
NP1 (174) - Barlow 44, H. Brase 

46, Johnson 42, Demro 42. 

Page A5 Nashua Reporter 11 April 2025

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR Chickasaw COUNTY IN THE 

MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF
Randall Duane Christopher, Deceased

CASE NO. ESPR003274
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATOR AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the Es-

tate of Randall Duane Christopher, De-
ceased, who died on or about December 
8, 2024:

You are hereby notified that on Feb-
ruary 20, 2025, the undersigned was ap-
pointed administrator of the estate.

Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are requested 
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims 
against the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above-named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed by the 
later to occur four months from the date 
of the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of the mailing of
this notice (unless otherwise allowed or
paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated on 2/20/25
Rexanna Christopher, 
Administrator of the Estate
510-3rd Ave. NE
Oelwein, IA  50662

Christine B. Skilton, 
ICIS#: AT0007262
Attorney for the Administrator
Cronin, Skilton & Skilton, P.L.L.C.
Cronin, Skilton & Skilton, P.L.L.C.,  

      205 Brasher Street
P.O. Box 39
Nashua, IA  50658-0039

Date of second publication 4/11/25

No.24764
4/4/25 Nashua Reporter
4/11/25 Nashua Reporter

www.iowapublicnotices.com
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NASHUA-PLAINFIELD COMMU-

NITY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD 
OF EDUCATION 

Public Hearing for Proposed Property 
Tax Levy March 24, 2025 6:00 p.m. in 

the JH/HS Commons
I. Call to Order (Quorum) President

Pat Lentz called the meeting to order at 
6:02 pm. Present: Laura Folkerts, Cody 
Jensen, Lara Lawrence, Patrick Lentz.
Absent: Chris Hagen. Also present:
Superintendent Jay Marley and School
Board Secretary Ashley Ratliff.

II. Receive Communications and
Visitors None

III. Approve the Agenda Motion by
Laura Folkerts, Second by Cody Jensen 
to approve the agenda as presented. Mo-
tion carried unanimously. IV. Review 
and Information only of Proposed Prop-
erty Tax Levy Superintendent Jay Mar-
ley and SBO Ashley Ratliff discussed the 
proposed property tax levy that was sent 
out to community members.

V. Public Hearing for Proposed 
Property Tax Levy Pat Lentz opened 
the public hearing at 6:09 p.m. A few
community members asked questions re-
garding the proposed tax rate and declin-
ing enrollment. The hearing was closed 
at 6:17 p.m. VI. Set 2nd Budget Public 
Hearing

Motion by Laura Folkerts, second by 
Cody Jensen to set the FY26 Certified 
Budget Hearing to April 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
Motion carried unanimously.

VII. Adjourn Laura Folkerts ad-
journed the meeting at 7:20 pm, sec-
onded by Lara Lawrence. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Ashley Ratliff
SBO/Board Secretary
Pat Lentz
Board President

No. 24789
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NASHUA-PLAINFIELD COMMU-
NITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Special Board Meeting 
March 24, 2025 

6:45 p.m. in the JH/HS Commons  
I. Call to Order (Quorum)
President Pat Lentz called the meet-

ing to order at 7:06 pm. Present: Laura 
Folkerts, Cody Jensen, Lara Lawrence,
Patrick Lentz. Absent: Chris Hagen. Also 
present: Superintendent Jay Marley and
School Board Secretary Ashley Ratliff.

II. Receive Communications and
Visitors

None
III. Approve the Agenda
Motion by Laura Folkerts, Second 

by Cody Jensen to approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

IV. Personnel
Motion by Lara Lawrence, second 

by Laura Folkerts to approve the hire of 
Liberty Lamborn as a new Elementary 
Teacher for the 2025-2026 school year. 
Motion carried unanimously.

V. Review and Consider approving 
2nd part of FY2026 Technology Budget 
from last month

This agenda item was tabled until the 
April 7, 2025 Board Meeting

VI. Review and Consider Approv-
ing a Joint Meeting Between Tripoli &
Nashua-Plainfield Board President/Vice
President and Superintendent to Review 
All Operational Sharing Positions

Motion by Laura Folkerts, second 
by Lara Lawrence to approve the joint
meeting between Tripoli and Nash-
ua-Plainfield’s President/Vice President
and Superintendent. Motion carried
unanimously.

VII. Initial Opening Proposal to the
NPESP

The board shared their initial opening
proposal to the NPESP.

VIII. Superintendent’s Report
Superintendent Jay Marley went over

his report with the board.
IX. Adjourn
Laura Folkerts adjourned the meeting 

at 8:05 pm, seconded by Lara Lawrence.
Motion carried unanimously.

Ashley Ratliff 
SBO/Board Secretary 
Pat Lentz 
Board President 

No. 24790
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NASHUA-PLAINFIELD COMMU-
NITY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD 

OF EDUCATION Exempt Session 
March 24, 2025 10 minutes post Pub-
lic Hearing in the JH/HS Commons

President Pat Lentz called the Exempt
Session of the Board to order at 6:30pm. 
Present: Pat Lentz, Laura Folkerts, Lara
Lawrence, Cody Jensen. Absent: Chris
Hagen. Also present: Superintendent Jay 
Marley and SBO Ashley Ratliff. As pro-
vided for in Chapter 20.17(3) of the Code
of Iowa and Policy 204.5, “for negotiat-
ing sessions, strategy meetings of public 
employers or employee organizations, 
mediations and the deliberative process 
of arbitrators” and shall be exempt from 
the provisions of Chapter 21. The meet-
ing was closed to the public.

Ashley Ratliff
SBO/Board Secretary 
Pat Lentz 
Board President

No. 24791
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CHICKASAW COUNTY 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ 

MINUTES  March 31, 2025
The Board convened on Mon-

day, March 31, 2025, at 8:30 AM with 
members Breitbach, Carter, Cerwin-
ske, Suckow and Hackman present in 
the Boardroom on the second floor of 
the Court House, New Hampton, Iowa. 
Chairperson Hackman called the meeting 
to order. Also present were Board Secre-
tary Sheila Shekleton, Bob Fenske, mem-
ber of media, Engineer Roman Lensing, 
Bruening Rock Floyd Hackman

Motion by Suckow, seconded by 
Carter to approve the agenda for March 
31, 2025. Roll Call: All Ayes: Motion 
carried.

Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by 
Breitbach to approve the minutes for 
March 24, 2025 Proposed Max Levy 
Hearing and March 24, 2025 regular 
meeting. Roll Call: All Ayes: Motion 
carried.

No public comment.
Motion by Suckow, seconded Bre-

itbach to approve Resolution 03-31-25-
14 Authorizing Destruction of Election 
Records in the County Auditor’s Office 
WHEREAS, Section 331.323(2)(d) of 
the Code of Iowa states the Board of Su-
pervisors may authorize a county officer 
to destroy records that are not required 
to be kept as permanent records; and 
WHEREAS, the County Auditor’s Of-
fice has identified records appropriately 
for destruction and has inventoried said 
records as follows: Primary Election 
06/07/2022 General Election 11/08/2022 
Special Election For Hawkeye Com-
munity College Public Measure BK 
03/07/2023 Special Election For Nashua 
/Plainfield School Comm. District Public 
Measure EE 03/07/2023THEREFORE, 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Chickasaw 
County Board of Supervisors that the 
County Auditor be authorized to destroy 
said records in an appropriate and secure 
manner. I HEREBY CERTIFY that the 
foregoing resolution was duly adopted by 
the Board of Supervisors of Chickasaw 
County, Iowa, at a regular meeting held 
on 03/31/2025 with the following votes: 
PASSED AND APPROVED this 31st 
day of March 2025. /ss/ Ayes: Suckow, 
Breitbach Carter, Cerwinske, Hackman 
Attest: Sheila Shekleton, Auditor De-
tailed document on file at Auditor’s 
office and on county’s website https://
www.chickasawcounty.iowa.gov

Motion by Breitbach, seconded by 
Cerwinske to approve increase in pay for 
Cassie Kilcher from $21.86 to $23.05 for 

probationary competed per union con-
tract in the Sheriff’s Department. Roll
Call: All Ayes: Motion carried.

Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by
Carter to approve Class C Retail Alcohol 
License for Town and Country Club for 
a 12-month term. Roll Call: All Ayes: 
Motion carried.

Motion by Breitbach, seconded 
by Carter to award Chickasaw County 
Limestone Resurfacing Project M-2025-
01 to Bruening Rock Products and autho-
rize Chickasaw County Engineer Roman 
Lensing to sign contracts on behalf of
the Chickasaw County Board of Super-
visors. Roll call: Ayes: Breitbach, Carter,
Cerwinske, Suckow, Hackman. Motion
carried.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by Cer-
winske Approve FY2025 Iowa Depart-
ment of Transportation Secondary Roads 
Budget Amendment. Roll Call: All Ayes: 
Motion carried.

Secondary Roads updates by Engi-
neer Roman Lensing.

Budget work session
Consensus of the Board of Supervi-

sors to take General Supplement levy rate 
from 1.92 to 1.85

Consensus of the Board of Supervi-
sors to take Rural Services levy rate from
3.55 to 3.50

Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by
Suckow to set the public hearing for
April 14, 2025 at 9:10 AM, in the Board-
room, on the 2nd floor of the Courthouse 
for FY 25-26 proposed budget and direct 
the auditor to publish Notice of Public
Hearing in the New Hampton Tribune 
on April 3, 2025 and Nashua Reporter on 
April 4, 2025. Roll Call: All Ayes: Mo-
tion carried.

Committee assignments
Supervisor Carter, March 24, Path-

ways
Supervisor Breitbach, March 24,

Northeast Community Action
Supervisor Hackman, March 26, CSS
Supervisor Cerwinske, March 27,

Heartland Insurance
Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by

Suckow to adjourn at 9:16 AM. Roll 
Call: All Ayes. Motion carried.

Jacob Hackman, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Sheila Shekleton, 
Secretary to the Board

No. 24792
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City of Nashua
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

City Hall
The Nashua City Council met in reg-

ular session on April 7, 2025, in Council 
Chambers at City Hall. The meeting was 
called to order at 7:00PM with Mayor 
Harold Kelleher III presiding.  Council 
members present were Peggy Hall, Jake 
Johnson, Samantha Johnson, Ernie Will-
sher and Dan Zwanziger. City employ-
ee(s) City Clerk John Ott, Ryan Shawver 
Chickasaw County Sheriff, and Ann 
Senner Welcome Center Board Member 
were present along with 10 guests.  

Council member J. Johnson/M, 
Willsher/S, M/C to approve the regular 
agenda. RC: all ayes.       

Mayor Kelleher asked for a motion 
to approve the consent agenda consist-
ing of minutes from the regular meeting 
March 17, 2025 and Special Meeting 
March 24, 2025; Permits: Cigarette/Ta-
bacco License Renewal Dollar General 
and Kwik Star; Building: 228 Sample 
St. time extension, 109 Monroe St., 329 
Lakeshore Dr. 1115 Main St.; Demoli-
tion/Excavation Pemits: 28 Charles City 
Rd., 34 Charles City Rd, 60 Bayou Dr., 
and 1115 Main St.; and the Consent Cal-
endar Payment of Claims: (March 14 – 
April 3, 2025) $114,014.94 + $21,649.62 
(Wages) See Claims Report. 
General Fund: ....................... $63,579.02
Lake/Dam:  .................................. $69.11
Urban Revitalization: .................  $10.00
Road Use: ............................  $10,133.77
Employee Benefit:  ................ $3,420.68
Dam Repair After FEMA:  .. $17,043.65
Water:  .................................. $24,206.75
Sewer:  ................................. $17,201.58
Total Funds: ......................  $135,664.56

J. Johnson motioned to approve the 
consent agenda except for the building 
permit for 329 Lakeshore Dr. The coun-
cil needed more information relating to 
setbacks. Hall/S, M/C. RC: all ayes.      

Mayor Kelleher asked for public 
comments: One citizen noted that the 
property that the city was considering 
selling locally known as 1020 Greeley St. 
would be a good place for either a dog 
park or community garden.   

Hearings/Resolutions:
J. Johnson/M, S. Johnson/S, M/C to 

set the public hearing for FY’26 budget 
adoption for April 21, 2025. RC: all ayes.  

Mayor Kelleher called for a motion 
to open the public hearing for the Sale 
of Real Estate 1020 Greeley St. J. John-
son/M, Willsher/S, M/C. RC: all ayes. 
The public hearing was open at 7:05PM.  
One citizen noted that FEMA has certain 
regulations when it comes to fill dirt to 
get a property out of the flood plain if 
someone were wanting to do that. After 
discussion, Willsher/M, J. Johnson/S, 
M/C to close the public hearing.  RC: all 
ayes. The public hearing was closed at 
7:08PM.  

 Mayor Kelleher asked for a motion 
to approve the following resolutions: 
25-11 Resolution Declaring Real Estate 
No Longer Needed 1020 Greeley St. J. 
Johnson/M, Hall/S, M/C. RC: all ayes.  
Resolution 25-12 Resolution to Autho-

rize Request for Bids 1020 Greeley St. 
S. Johnson motioned to adopt resolution 
25-12 and set the bid opening date for 
May 5th.  J. Johnson/S, M/C. RC: all 
ayes. 

Permits: 
Building: 228 Sample St. garage 

extension – There was discussion on 
whether a special permit would be 
needed since the garage was not in com-
pliance with setback requirements on the 
East due to its proximity to Cannon Park. 
Some council members asked whether 
the special permit would be needed since 
it didn’t meet the setback requirement 
near city property. After discussion, S. 
Johnson/M, J. Johnson/S, M/C to ap-
prove the permit contingent on it being 
approved by Attorney Skilton without 
a special permit; however, if Attorney 
Skilton says that a special permit would 
be needed, then the  permit would be 
denied and the special permit process 
would need to be followed.  RC: all ayes. 
S. Johnson/M, J. Johnson/S, M/C to table 
the building permits for 28 Charles City 
Rd. and 34 Charles City Rd. as they 
didn’t include enough information.   RC: 
all ayes.   

Business of the Mayor: 
Mayor Kelleher thanked the fire 

fighters for their response to the fire at 
Hawkeye Tooling in Charles City.  

Department Reports: 
City Clerk Ott didn’t have anything 

to report.  
City Clerk Ott reviewed some in-

formation from Deputy Clerk Berends. 
There are several curb stops that need to 
be repaired. The property owners were 
mailed a letter last fall. She wanted to 
know how to proceed. After discussion, 
the council decided to have her send 
another letter with a two-week deadline 
to respond or the city would repair the 
curb stop and assess the fees against the 
property owner’s taxes. She also ex-
pressed concerns and wanted the coun-
cil to think about contractors doing digs 
without a permit and what process could 
be implemented, so this doesn’t happen. 
City Clerk Ott suggested that a permit be 
filled out prior to the city marking any 
lines for One Call.  

City Council had no information to 
report.  

Park Board Report
The city council discussed where to 

put the container for cans for fireworks 
donation.  It was noted that the Public 
Works Department does not want it at 
the city shed. The council discussed the 
camp host position at the park. After dis-
cussion, J. Johnson/M, Willsher/S, M/C 
to approve Tracy Colby. RC: all ayes.  

Ann Senner Welcome Center Board 
Member presented the monthly report for 
the Welcome Center.  There were some 
repair items that were discussed. The TV 
is broken, but they have someone who is 
willing to donate one.  The faucet in the 
Men’s RR is broken. The council asked 
Ann if she could get another estimate. 
She shared several upcoming events at 
the welcome center. Volunteers for the 
Welcome Center donated 186 hours in 

March.  
Ryan Shawver Chickasaw County 

Sheriff presented his monthly report.  
He reviewed some of the calls through-
out the month of March. They were in 
Nashua 146.5 hours.   

Discussion/Action: 
The council discussed and/or acted 

on several items.
The council reviewed the draft ordi-

nance to merge the Nashua Area EMS 
and Nashua Volunteer Fire Department 
services. 

The council reviewed draft docu-
ments to implement a Franchise Fee.  S. 
Johnson/M, J. Johnson/S, M/C to start 
the process and set a time for a public 
hearing that worked for City Clerk Ott.  

The council had several requests for 
waiver of service fees to consider.  

S. Johnson/M, J. Johnson/S, M/C to 
forgive the sewer fees for Jan, Feb, and 
March for 600 Wentling St. for the mo-
bile home park when they had a water 
line break along with allowing them 24 
months to pay for the water, as long as 
the account remained in good standing.  
RC: all ayes. 

S. Johnson/M, Hall/S, M/C to ap-
prove the waiver request for 213 Lake-
shore Dr. for the broken hot water line if 
their insurance will not pay for the water 
loss. RC: all ayes. 

J. Johnson/M, S. Johnson/S, M/C to 
approve the waiver request for 310 Wen-
tling St. for the 5-day leak. RC: all ayes.  

J. Johnson/M, S. Johnson/S, M/C to 
approve the waiver request for 4 Chest-
nut St. RC: all ayes.  

J. Johnson/M, S. Johnson/S, M/C to 
approve renewing the City Watson CD 
for 13 months at 4.16%. RC: all ayes. 

The council discussed the dog at 609 
Wentling St. Lot #16 that the council 
ordered removed by February 17, 2025. 
City Clerk Ott will check with Attorney 
Skilton and Chickasaw County Ryan 
Shawver on what options the city has.  

The council reviewed the codification 
notes from City Clerk Ott for the recod-
ification of the City of Nashua Code of 
Ordinances.  J. Johnson/M, Willsher/S, 
M/C to approve the recommendations by 
City Clerk Ott and submit the changes to 
Simmering Cory. RC: all ayes. 

The council discussed the 3.5% 
sewer rate increase that will take place on 
July 1st.  After discussion, City Clerk Ott 
will talk with Water/Wastewater Super-
visor Nick Henningsen about upcoming 
planned expenses and bring back to the 
council a recommendation on whether 
the 3.5% increase will be enough to 
cover expenses in FY’26.  

S. Johnson/M, J. Johnson/S, M/C to 
approve the shirt order for Nashua Area 
EMS for $240.00 for 12 shirts. RC: all 
ayes.   

Other Business: 
City Clerk Ott informed the council 

that the FY’25 Q3 Minutes from the Fire 
Department are available for review.  

There was no other business.  
S. Johnson/M to adjourn, J. John-

son/S, M/C. RC: 5 ayes. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:00PM.  

Pending Approval by City Council 
John Ott

CLAIMS REPORT 
          (MAR. 13-APRIL 3, 2025) 
VENDOR, REFERENCE .....AMOUNT
20 20 FX LLC,  .........CH-INSTALL W/ 

LASERFISCHE .................... $50.00
AVESIS, VISION INS APR’25 . $96.64
BLAZEK CORPORATION, WA-MAIN 

DIG LAKESHORE .......... $2,137.50
BOUND TREE  MEDICAL LLC, 

PARK/ST/SE-GLOVES ....... $44.58
DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA, DENTAL 

INS APR’25 ........................ $357.24
DOLLAR GENERAL, LIB-SUPPLIES                      

............................................. $113.95
ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING CO, 

AMB-MOB RADIO INSTALL IN-
NEWRIG............................. $571.66

FLOYD CO. MEDICAL CENTER, 
AMB-RX FEB’25 ................. $25.00

HAWKINS, INC., WA-CL CYLIN-
DERS .................................... $60.00

HOBERT DIESEL REPAIR LLC, 
AMB-TURBO KIT/DIAG/FUEL 
FILTER    ............................ $667.53

JACOBS DOZER SERVICE, 810 
BRASHER-WATERLINE REPAIR      
.......................................... $2,600.00

JED ROCK & SAND LLC ....... $291.06
JENDRO SANITATION SERVICE , 

GAR/REC MAR’25 ....... $12,139.94
KATRINA’S HELPFUL HOUSE 

CLEANI, WC-CLEANING  ............
.......................................... $1,293.00

LEGACY EMERGENCY VEHICLES 
LLC, AMB-USED’12CHVY G4500 
........................................ $28,000.00

MICROBAC LABORATORIES INC.     
RAD GRS ALPHA TEST DRINK 
H2O      .................................. $59.75

PHILLIPS PLUMBING AND HEAT-
ING , 810 BRASHER WTRLINE 
REPLACE PB    ............... $1,621.00

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERG-
MAN , DAM-LEGAL EXP FEB’25              
........................................ $17,043.65

SUPERIOR WELDING SUPPLY CO, 
AMB-X3 O2 TANKS REFILL X2 
CF      ................................... $144.93

BLUE CROSS WELLMARK, HEALTH 
INS APR’25  .................... $7,322.50

LINCOLN SAVINGS BANK, HSA .....  
.......................................... $1,800.00

JOSH CASTER, 3/18 DRIVER  . $25.00
SCOTT CERWINSKE , 3/12 DRIVER   

............................................. $125.00
CORATHERS, JOHN, 3/01 DRIVER     

............................................... $50.00
CORATHERS, TABATHA, 3/01 EMT  

............................................. $120.00
DETTMER, CHERYL , 3/14 EMT  ......  

............................................... $30.00
FISHER, LORI , 3/14 DRIVER . $25.00
GERBER, BROOKELYNN, 3/26 

DRIVER  ............................... $80.00
HOBERT, KARAGAN , MAR ASSIS-

TANT CREW CHIEF ......... $105.00
KARELS, ABRAM, 3/25 EMT  . $30.00
MOHS, DANNON, MAR’25 CREW 

CHIEF ................................... $75.00
SCROGGINS, DEBORAH, 03/18 EMT                         

............................................... $30.00
SHOEMAKER, CINDY , 03/17 EMT ..  

............................................. $140.00
VIKTUREK,KENTON, 03/13 DRIVER 

............................................... $50.00
ZENDA VIKTUREK, MAR’25 DIREC-

TOR..................................... $240.00
ZIMMERMAN, JEFF, 03/14 ATTEN-

DANT  .................................. $20.00
BOSS, FLORENCE, WC-VENDOR 

SALES Q1’25 ....................... $22.50
CALICO MEADOW SOAP LLC, 

JAN’25 .................................. $27.00
CAPTIVATING CRAFTS LLC, 

MAR’25  ............................... $47.14
KAREN CARR, WC-VENDOR SALES 

Q1’25 ...................................... $7.50
CARROLL, CATHERINE , WC-VEN-

DOR SALES Q1’25  ............. $22.50
JAN CLEMENT, WC-VENDOR 

SALES Q1’25 ....................... $48.00
DEUTH, BRENDA, WC-VENDOR 

SALES Q1’25 ....................... $22.50
DORMAN, JOLYNN, MAR’25  $33.75
SHERYL DORMAN , WC-VENDOR 

SALES Q1’25 ....................... $62.89
EMPTY NEST QUILTERS, WC-VEN-

DOR SALES Q1’25 .............. $12.00
DEBBIE L  FINNEGAN , JAN’25 ........  

............................................... $28.50
FRISKY FOX VINEYARD LLP, 

WC-VENDOR SALES Q1’25 .........
............................................. $108.87

GOLDEN RIDGE HONEY FARM INC    
WC-VENDOR SALES Q1’25 .........  
............................................... $19.88

KATHLEEN HENRY, WC-VENDOR 
SALES Q1’25 ......................... $7.50

DAVID KESLER, WC-VENDOR 
SALES Q1’25 ....................... $24.00

ANDREA KING, JAN’25 ............ $4.50
ABIGAIL KROMMINGA, JAN’25                            

............................................... $27.00
SHARON LEERHOFF, JAN 25 $124.53
LINDA LENZ,  MAR’25  .......... $18.75
MAAS, ROBERTA C. , MAR’25                            

............................................. $116.17
LINDA MCCANN, FEB’25 ....... $15.00
MARYLEE MEHMEN, JAN’25 ...........  

................................................. $5.25
MILLER, TRISHA, MAR’25 ..... $26.25
OLD BRADFORD PIONEER VIL-

LAGE , OCT’24...................... $1.50
JANET PETEFISH, MAR’25 ..... $45.38
ROBERSON, AMANDA, FEB’25........  

................................................. $9.75
ROEDER POWDER COAT & MA-

CHINE  , JAN’25  ................. $24.80
DANIELLE SCHELL, MAR’25 ...........  

............................................... $48.38
NANCY SCHERER,MAR’25 .... $76.04
SCHUKNECHT, SANDY, MAR’25                            

............................................... $40.50
SENNER, ANN L, MAR’25 .... $209.96
SLADEK, CATHERINE              FEB’2

5                           .................. $24.38
SNELLING, MARLENE, MAR’25 ......  

............................................... $76.50
SNOOK, KIRT,MAR’25 ............ $72.75
TERESA STAUDT, MAR’25 .... $33.00
LISA STEINLAGE, MAR’25 .... $54.75
SHIRLEY STEVENSON, JAN’25 ........  

............................................... $39.00
STUMPKINS, FEB’25 ............... $23.40
CURTIS SWINTON, MAR’25 .. $33.75
GLADICE TIDEMANSON, JAN’25 ....  

............................................... $12.75
MARLYS UGLUM, FEB’25........ $3.75
SANDRA VANCE, MAR’25 ....... $9.00
WEINBERG GREGG MAR’25 $9 75

WORDES CYNTHIA A, MAR’25 .......  
............................................. $218.00

20 20 FX LLC ........................... $247.20
BADGER METER.................... $669.76
BUTLER-BREMER COMMUNI-

CATIONS  , WC-PHONE EXP 
APR’25 ............................... $311.68

CAHOY PUMP SERVICE, INC , 
WELL#2   ........................ $4,938.00

FIVE STAR COOPERATIVE, KERO-
SENE .................................... $29.94

HAWKEYE COMMUNICATION/
FANDEL, WC-ANNUAL FIRE 
ALM INS 3/14/25    ............ $375.00

IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES , SIGNS 
SAMPLE/ANDREWS-CHG2IN-
DIV    .................................... $80.90

MARTIN’S FLAG COMPANY LLC , 
FD/WC/CH FLAGS & SUPPLIES         
............................................. $201.13

METERING & TECHNOLOGY SOLU-
TION, 30 METER HEADS 8DIAL 
HRE25’ ............................ $3,169.76

MIDAMERICAN ENERGY, GAS/
ELEC MAR’25 ................ $6,714.73

MOLINA HEALTHCARE OF IOWA,  
AMB-REFUND PMT PER PCC  ....
............................................. $116.91

NASSCO, WC/PARK/SHOP/CH-SUP-
PLIES .................................. $493.47

ENTERPRISE MEDIA INC , CH-PUB-
LICATIONS MAR’25 ........ $569.35

OTT, JOHN, CARBONITE/GWORKS 
MEETING DM ................... $410.74

QUALITY PUMP & CONTROL, 
WA-MOTOR/WELL#2  .. $2,352.38

RILEY’S INC., CH-COPY FEES 
MAR’25 .............................. $207.90

U.S. POST OFFICE, POSTAGE-BILLS 
APR’25 ............................... $225.77

USCELLULAR, AMB-TABLET/
OHONE APR’25 .................. $37.54

WEX BANK,  CITY FUEL EX-
PENSES ........................... $1,127.86

IRS - USA TAX PAYMENT,  ......FED/
FICA TAX ....................... $3,229.45

TREASURER STATE OF IOWA, 
STATE TAX ....................... $358.23

AMAZON,  .. AMB-THERMOMETER/
GLUC TUBES .................... $112.12

IPERS , REGULAR IPERS ... $4,811.08
IRS - USA TAX PAYMENT , FED/

FICA TAX  ...................... $3,325.14
TREASURER STATE OF IOWA        ..

STATE TAX ....................... $367.65
AMAZON ,  .... WA-DRIVER BIT FOR 

CURBSTP/MTRS    .............. $47.25
Accounts Payable Total ..... $114,014.94
Payroll Checks  .................... $21,649.62
***** REPORT TOTAL *****       ......   

...................................... $135,664.56
GENERAL FUND   ............. $63,579.02
LAKE/DAM  .............................. $69.11
URBAN REVITAL  ................... $10.00
ROAD USE  ......................... $10,133.77
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT  ........ $3,420.68
DAM REPAIR-AFTER FEMA  ............  

 ....................................... $17,043.65
WATER    ............................ $24,206.75
SEWER  ............................... $17,201.58
TOTAL FUNDS ................ $135,664.56
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Nashua-Plainfi eld trapshooters excelling early on
Brase brothers, Husky freshmen nailing targets out the sky for CC/NP/RRMR

By doing 
business locally, 
you not only get 
personal service 
and real value, 
you also help 

strengthen our 
local community 

& economy.

Local
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MONUMENTS

HARLES

ITY GRANITE WORKS

1109 S. Grand Avenue • Charles City
Phone: 641-228-2328  Toll Free: 1-888-455-4361

www.kjgems.com

FARM SPECIALITSTS

Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 6:00pm

12 Woodbridge Street
Nashua, Iowa 50658
(641) 435-2102

Dr. Alex Anthofer
Chiropractic Physician

CHIROPRACTIC

FINANCIAL

HEATING & PLUMBING

Cooperative, Comfortable & Personal Service

Allen Pederson

INSURANCE

Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
Independent agents here for you

Medicare Supplements, PDP Plans,  
Medicare Advantage, Individual Health,  
Long Term Care, Life Ins., COST Plans

brianulrichs@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook - Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
www.ulrichsinsurance.com

122 N. 2nd St.
P.O. Box 611
Greene, IA 50636 Office: 641-816-4276

MISC.

Butler County REC

INTERNET / TV / PHONE

Your Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the World

Digital TV
• Over 235 of your 
favorite channels, 
including digital 
pause, HD and 

premium channels 
like HBO & Starz.

High Speed 
Internet

• Unlimited, Ultra-fast, 
Ultra-reliable internet 

with speeds up 
to 1 Gbps.

Telephone
• Safe, secure, 

and reliable.  Our 
phone service 

keeps you 
connected with 

those who matter 
to you.

715 Main Street • Plainfield, Iowa

319-276-4458
www.Butler-Bremer.com

PHYSICAL, OCCUPATIONAL & SPEECH THERAPY

NASHUA THERAPY CLINIC
80 Amhearst Blvd. Suite 300, Nashua, IA

P: 641-435-4476 • F: 641-435-4491
taylorphysicaltherapy.com

Treating Adult and Pediatric Patients!

ELECTRIC

Local Service for Over 50 Years

Stanton Electric
618 N. Sherman, New Hampton, IA 50659

641-394-3068
www.stantonelectricllc.com

Agricultural • Industrial 
Commercial • Residential

Fast, Professional and Courteous Service

Call us for all your electrical needs, no job too big or too small!

INSURANCE
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formerly Peoples Insurance Agency

HEALTHCARE

901 Montgomery Street 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 

563.382.2911 • WinnMed.org

AGRICULTURE & FARMING

www.nexus.coop

Serving all your 
Agronomy, Energy, Feed, 
Grain and Lumber needs

Area Locations:
Adams • Alden • Blooming Prairie • Brownsdale • Carpenter  

Charles City • Chapin • Conger • Dewar • Elgin • Emmons   
Grafton Greene (NAPA) • Lansing • Leroy • London • Manly 
Marble Rock Northwood • Oakland • Oelwein • Randalia 

Rockford • Rose Creek • Rudd • Stacyville • Sumner • Toeterville

Phone: 641-715-1203

COUNTERTOPS/VANITIES
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HOSPICE/PALLIATIVE CARE

HEALTH & HOME CARE
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TREE SERVICE

Professional Tree Removal & Trimming
Fully Insured • FREE QUOTES

northiowatreeservice.com

Call or Text Michael
641-426-6767

NORTH IOWA
TREE SERVICE LLC

TILING
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

SITE DEVELOPMENT-UNDERGROUND UTILITIES
STATE APPROVED AGGREGATE PRODUCTS

COMPLETE MUNICIPAL & INDUSTRIAL 
WASTE WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

FIELD DRAINAGE

OFFICE: 563.238.7150
EMAIL: blazekcorp@msn.com
2005 Union Avenue - Lawler, Iowa 52154

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

HHHHHannemann
Mike Hannemann

General Contractor

CONSTRUCTION
Serving Nashua, Iowa & surrounding areas

641.330.7790

GUTTERS

BROTHERS’ CUSTOM SEAMLESS GUTTERS
After All, It’s Not Just Gutters… It’s Your Home!

We offer 5 & 6 inch Gutters
Don’t rot your rafters, fascia or soffit 

with gutter spikes, or compromise your 
shingled roof with layover straps.

All 100% American Made Products
Call Us - We Do It Different

641-435-2590, Nashua, IA or
Toll Free 1-877-270-1234

www.BrothersGuttersIA.com

GET $50 
FOR RECYCLING

YOUR OLD,
WORKING 
FRIDGE

Must be a MidAmerican 
esidential electric customer 
 Iowa or Illinois
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MidAmericanEnergy.com/appliance-recycling

2005 Honda  
VTX 1300

18,000 miles
Very Good Condition

$3,300 obo
Call 641-228-7550

Motorcycles
& ATVs

Help Wanted
WE ARE seeking a reliable Custodi-
an to join our team in New Hampton! 
Commercial building to be cleaned 
1x per week for approximately 3.5 
hrs with a starting pay of $15/hr. Ba-
sic janitorial duties included. For 
more information please call 1-800-
556-7305 or email whiteglovejan@
gmail.com!

Miscellaneous

• Excavator & Backhoe Work
• Tree Trimming & Removal
• Stump Grinding
• Demolition Work
• Concrete Removal
• Skid Loader Work
• Land Clearing
• Dump Trucks for Hire

Road Rock
Virgin Black Dirt

Fill Dirt
Fill Sand

Fill Material
Washed Sand

Lime Chips
Landscaping Rock

Mulch

FOR SALE

WANTED

Call Bob Rosonke
New Hampton, IA
Cell: 319-240-6249
Ph.: 641-394-3894

Damaged Grain

SERVICES 
AVAILABLE

DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? Call 
Thrasher Foundation Repair! A per-
manent solution for waterproofi ng, 
failing foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. FREE In-
spection & Same Day Estimate. $250 
off  ANY project with code GET250. 
Call 1-866-554-1730

Misc For Sale
NEW AND antique hand-quilted 
quilts for sale. Kalona Quilt Show at 
Kalona Community Center. April 24 
5-8pm, April 25 9am-7pm, April 26 
9am-3pm. 319-656-2240 www.
woodinwheel.com Billing: email ac-
counting to invoice admin@the-
news-ia.com after marking ordered 
Proof of publication: no

Boats/Trailers
ALUMACRAFT, CRESTLINER 
BOATS, YAMAHA, MERCURY OUT-
BOARDS. STARK’S PRICE IS BEST. 
PH 608-326-2478

MCN
AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If 
you are overpaying for your service, 
call now for a free quote and see 
how much you can save! 1-866-472-
7954. (mcn)

MCN
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a 
local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-833-889-4410. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 1-833-
650-5916. (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Aff ordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 1-855-315-1330. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258. (mcn)

DIRECTV- ALL your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Di-
rectv and get your fi rst three months 
of Max, Paramount +, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. 
Choice package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

DON’T LET the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn)

DON’T PAY For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty cov-
ers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fi x it, we’ll replace it! 
Pick the plan that fi ts your budget! 
Call: 1-877-743-7971(mcn)

DONATE YOUR car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
429-2331 today! (mcn)

ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off  Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

GET A break on your taxes! Donate 
your car, truck, or SUV to assist the 
blind and visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind To-
day at 1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 States. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs help veterans 
fi nd work or start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046. (mcn)

INFLATION IS at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. Cred-
it Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. 
Do you have $10k or more in debt? 
Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and 
fi nd out how to pay off  your debt for 
signifi cantly less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-0649. 
(mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s 
fi rst off er. Many injured parties are 
entitled to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to see 
what your case is really worth. 100% 
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-888-
767-0798(mcn)

MCN
LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call to-
day for a FREE QUOTE from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Specialist, call 
1-855-315-1216. (mcn)

MANUFACTURED HOMES , (2025, 
Vinyl/ Shingled. 2 Bedroom start at 
$41,999). (16x80) (3 Bedroom- 2 
Bath) $89,999. (28X64) (4 Bed-
room-2 Bath) $99,999. Delivered 
Factory-Direct, East Of I-35, North of 
I-80. 319-239-1920. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-833-641-6323. (mcn)

OMAHA STEAKS Wines. 12 world 
class wines (and bonus gifts) for ONLY 
$79.99 (plus s/h.) Save $160! 12 new 
wine selections plus a FREE $25 
Omaha Steaks E-reward card every 
three months. Cancel anytime. 100% 
guarantee! Call 1-877-201-4648 and 
mention code AGJF002 or visit www.
GetOSWine.com/sip140. (mcn)

OVER $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get 
free informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877-326-1608. (mcn)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

1900 BAILEY STREET Charles 
City. Thursday 8:00am-5:00pm, 
Friday 8:00am too 5:00pm. and 
Saturday 8:00am to 12:00pm. 
Huge tool sale, new and used 
household, golf balls and club 
sets, 3 trailers, clothes totes, misc 
golf clubs, disc golf frisbees, 3 
hitch cargo carriers, hitch 2 bike 
carriers, hay trolleys, window a/c 
unit.

400 15TH AVE Six Family Sale 
Charles City. Thursday 9am-
4:30pm, Friday 8am to 4:30 and 
Saturday 8am to 2pm. Men, wom-
en, children’s clothings, M&M 
watches, beanie babies, baseball 
and football cards, purses, jewel-
ry, kids and adult summer shoes, 
Dale Earnhardt plates. Lots and 
lots of miscellaneous, Barbie 
dolls, kids three wheel scooters.

205 SPRIGGS STREET Charles 
City. Thursday - Saturday 10am-
5pm. Unused blackstone grill in 
box, child bikes, exterior play 
set with ladder and slide. Walnut 
boards, 100 year old furniture, 
Clothes men 38 & 40 waist. Not 
responsible for accidents. 

602 FREEMAN STREET In the 
alley. 8:30 to 5:00 Friday the 18th 
and Saturday the 19th. Newborn 
to adult clothing, lots of toys, fur-
niture, household items, high chair, 
infant bouncer, knick knacks, mo-
tor cycle helmet, I-watch, air fryer, 
coats, shoes, purses, kayak, girls 
clothes up to size 7/8. 

404 6TH AVENUE Charles City. 
Wednesday - Saturday 9:00am - 
5:00pm Weather permitting. Tools, 
kitchen items, grill/campfi re items, 
home/car cleaning supplies, paint-
ing supplies, AA/AAA batteries, 
antifreeze, packing tape, Disney 
banks, socks, letter boards, ear 
buds, misting diff user w/ blue-
tooth speaker, disinfecting wipes/
sprays, dog playpens, restraints, 
loungers, carpet/fl oor cleaners, 
Miracle Gro, plant/veg food, knee 
pads, fi shing supplies, and much 
more!!

418 MEADOW LANE Charles 
City. Friday April 18th 8:00am - 
6:00pm and Saturday April 19th 
8:00am to 1:00pm Huge garage 
sale. Pots and pans, Tupperware, 
Bunn coff ee maker, home decor, 
Dyson vacuum, brand name cloth-
ing, shoes, furniture, sofa sleeper, 
newborn-4T girls, toys, stroller, 
little tikes climber, electric mobili-
ty scooter, large rug, clay shooter, 
and little tikes trampoline.

600 J STREET Charles City. Wed 
- Friday  8am to 5pm and Satur-
day 8am to 12pm. Griswold cast 
iron skillets, dutch oven, vintage 
structo tonka military toys, weight 
machine, exercise bike, vintage 
crocks, bread machine, depres-
sion glass, Christmas village 
items, household items, twin bed 
frames, headboards, desk, table, 
jewelry, lots of vintage and mis-
cellaneous.

600 SOUTH JOHNSON STREET. 
Garage Sale men’s and women’s 
clothes large to plus sizes. Dirt 
Devil Bagless Vacuum. Some 
tools, and TONS of miscella-
neous. April 17th and 18th 8am 
to 4pm.

1903 CLEVELAND AVENUE 
Charles City. Friday 8:00am to 
5:00pm, Saturday 8:00am to 
2:00pm. Lots of miscellaneous, 
kitchen items, home decor, bed-
ding, tablecloths, women’s cloth-
ing, men’s clothing. Small, medi-
um, and large excellent condition. 
Boys clothes up to size 12. Lots of 
name brand. So much more!

Charles City City Wide Garage Sales
Happening April 16-19 - See ads for specific dates/times



Huck sports the top times 
in the small-school class in the 
400 dash (57.66), the 800 run 
(2:15.46) and she is second 
overall in 1A with her 1,500 run 
time of 4:42.64. The only girl 
that has run a quicker time is 
Council Bluff s St. Albert junior 
Lili Denton (4:42.64) – who 
placed runner-up to Huck last 
year at state in the event. 

Huck won the 800 run at 
Osage in 2:28.51 – just ahead 
of Lila Powers of St. Ansgar 
(2:29.07). 

McCall was very happy about 
the hurdles events – where six 
of her athletes competed, with 

only two of them having prior 
experience in those challenging 
events. 

“Our hurdlers have really 
done amazing and have real-
ly stepped up. They have been 
working tremendously hard!” 
said McCall. 

Cerwinske was sixth in the 
400 hurdles in 1:20 and Husky 
senior Marleigh Lowe was sev-
enth in the 100 hurdles (19.92). 

The Huskies’ shuttle hurdle 
relay was fi fth in 1:23 and was 
made up of junior Abi Schmitt, 
freshman Adiley Gerholdt, 
junior Manuela Jimenez and 
Lowe. 

“We are so proud of them! 
They stepped outside their com-
fort zone and are trusting the 
process and it was a great fi rst 
start for them,” said McCall. 

N-P junior Eden Lamborn 
threw 32 feet in the shot put, 
which placed her fourth overall. 

“Each event and each indi-

vidual shined last night in their 
own way and I am very excited 
to get back to work with them to 
make growth and adjustments,” 
said McCall. 

The Huskies will be busy 
next week as they compete at 
St. Ansgar on Monday, host 
the N-P Co-Ed on Tuesday 
and travel to New Hampton on 
Thursday. 

OSAGE CO-ED INVITE TEAM 
SCORES

St. Ansgar 131, West Fork 120, 
Lake Mills 92, Charles City 68, 
Nashua-Plainfield 48.5, Osage 
45, North Iowa 40, Riceville 38.5, 
Rockford 6. 

NASHUA-PLAINFIELD RESULTS 
100 dash - 8. Jade Maia-Gicquel 

16.03, 14. Brooke Russel 17.17. 
200 dash - 8. Jalissa White 32.14, 

10. Maia-Gicquel 32.88. 
400 dash - 1. Kadence Huck 

57.66, 11. Victorious Mirembe 1:18.7. 
800 run - 1. Huck 2:28.51, 12. 

Rachel Paplow 3:06.52. 
1,500 run - 10. Emma Hinders 

6:20.71. 
3,200 run - 5. Hinders 13:55.74, 7. 

Bailey Bond 16:54.28. 
100 hurdles - 7. Marleigh Lowe 

19.92, 12. Adiley Gerholdt 22.57. 
400 hurdles - 6. Kelly Cerwinske 

1:20.24, 8. Manuela Jimenez 1:24. 
4x100 - 8. Abi Schmitt, Amberley 

Gerholdt, Nia Jackson, Ad. Gerholdt 
1:01.31. 

4x100.25 - 4. Bond, Mirembe, 
Russel, Jennifer McLeland 1:19.26. 

4x200 - 4. Eva Foelske, White, 
Cerwinske, Jimenez 2:00.12. 

4x400 - 7. Lowe, Maia-Gicquel, 
Emeri McCumber, Foelske 5:09.44. 

4x800 - 6. Am. Gerholdt, Paplow, 
Mirembe, Maia-Gicquel 12:53.04. 

Sprint medley - 1. Foelske, White, 
Cerwinske, Huck 1:52.47. 

Distance medley - 7. Lowe, 
Am. Gerholdt, Hinders, McCumber 
5:33.82. 

Shuttle hurdle - 5. Schmitt, Ad. 
Gerholdt, Jimenez, Lowe 1:23.81. 

High jump - 3. McCumber 4-8, 6. 
Jimenez 4-4. 

Long jump - 7. Cerwinske 13-6, 11. 
Foelske 12-7. 

Shot put - 4. Eden Lamborn 32, 
13. Chloe Fundermann 25-9. 

Discus - 9. Lamborn 79-2, 14. 
Natalie Feldman 67-5. 

KNOW  FRAUD,
NO  PROBLEM:
A GUIDE FOR ALL AGES
Learn about new and common scams and how to protect yourself. 
Everyone of all ages is welcome to attend this free event.

Presented by the Iowa Attorney General’s Office and First Security Bank.

FREE
EVENT

Wednesday, April 23, 2025 10:00 - 11:00 AM

Charles Theatre 409 N. Main St, Charles City

�

�

1stsecurity.bank
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Ansgar was postponed and 
pushed back to this coming 
Monday because of inclement 
weather. 

“We continued to build off  
of what we started at Belle 
Plaine and we saw some really 
good things out of the boys last 
night,” said Sudol. “It was a fun 
night. The weather got chilly as 
it went on, but it was still great 
to see our guys compete and 
some of the things they did we 
were really excited about.” 

Sudol said Paplow has low-
ered his 3,200 time by over 45 
seconds this year and he also 
mentioned that Sinnwell didn’t 
run at Belle Plaine because of a 
lingering hip fl exor issue. 

“Even Caleb Sinnwell coming 
in third and he tried like hell to 
beat the Osage kid there to get 
second. Just the heart that they 
had to do that. The two-mile 
race isn’t anything anybody 
wants to do as it is, the fact that 
we have two guys that are pretty 
competitive is something that 
we really like and are excited 
about,” Sudol added. 

To some, long-distance races 
are an afterthought as they take 
a decent amount of time to 
complete and many track fan’s 
attention-spans wane as the 
runners fi nish eight laps around 
the track in the two-mile run. 

Not Sudol’s. 
“You kind of pay attention to 

those races now. You just don’t 
wait for them to be over with,” 
joked Sudol. 

N-P junior Jase Hansen won 
the open 800 in 2:11.59 and 
helped anchor the Huskies’ 
runner-up fi nishes in the 4x400 
and distance medley relays at 
Osage. 

“Whatever he does, the kid 
has an opportunity to have suc-
cess and compete at a high level 
– whether it be in a 400, an 800. 
The kid could probably be good 
in the mile and two-mile as 
well,” said the N-P head coach. 

Sudol said his relays are 
ahead of last year’s pace, as 
evident by the Huskies’ win-
ning shuttle hurdle relay squad, 
which ripped off  a 1:08.7 to 
win the event with the four-
some of Landon Foelske, Devon 
Blanchard, Clayden Gerholdt 
and Tyler Zimmer. 

“Comparing to previous 
years, I think it’s huge where 
we’re at already this early in 
the year,” said Sudol. “We just 
gotta continue to work. That’s 
something I don’t have to worry 
about with this group. That’s 
really making this year fun, is 
just the work ethic is there and 
the way they prepare everyday 
and just do what you ask – it’s 
something special and I think 
it’s going to lead to huge results. 
We gotta continue to go.” 

N-P junior Navarii Williams 
won the open 200 at Belle Plaine 
with a time of 24.62. Husky 
junior Eli Kalainoff  was third 
in the event in 24.82. Kalainoff  
won the discus at Belle Plaine 
with a toss of 146-7. 

N-P junior Jake Smith was 
runner-up in the 400 dash at 
Osage in 55.57. His time at 
Belle Plaine in the event was 
actually faster (55.17), when he 
placed fourth. 

“Jake’s an extremely hard 
worker and we know he’s only 
going to continue to get bet-
ter,” said Sudol. “The thing with 
Jake is he’s the guy that ran our 
fastest 200-meter time and he’s 
also one of our fastest guys in 
the 800. It’s just a matter of 

what we want to do with him.”
N-P placed fourth at both 

meets. The Huskies tallied 72 
points at Belle Plaine and came 
up with 82 at Osage. The host 
Green Devils won the meet with 
134 points. 

“Our kids battled,” said 
Sudol. “There were times kids 
would pass us and we’d battle 
back and get that spot. It’s just 
kind of the mindset that we’re 
going for this year and trying to 
develop here.” 

BELLE PLAINE INVITE CLASS A 
TEAM SCORES

Grundy Center 155, Lynnville-
Sully 102, Iowa Valley 101, Nashua-
Plainfi eld 72, Alburnett 66, North Linn 
50, Sigourney 37, North Mahaska 5. 

NASHUA-PLAINFIELD RESULTS 
Long jump - 12. Landon Foelske 

16-11.5, 14. Lucas Sinnwell 16-2.5, 
16. Brexton Bird 15-10. 

High jump - 5. Andrew Schmitt 5-4, 
5. Zeke Kalainoff 5-4, Cal Levi NH. 

Discus - 1. Eli Kalainoff 146-7, 9. 
Dawson Becker 106-2, 14. Kamden 
Chyma 97-7.5. 

Shot put - 10. Zander Lentz 
35-1, 11. Becker 34-11.5, 12. Jaxon 
McDonald 34-8.5. 

Sprint medley - 2. Foelske, Chyma, 
Navarii Williams, Z. Kalainoff 1:44.5. 

3,200 run - 4. Luke Paplow 
11:29.7, 6. Connor Sullivan 12:15.6. 

4x800 - 3. Braeden Mitchell, Jase 
Hansen, Jake Smith, Bird 9:10.6. 

Shuttle hurdle - 5. Foelske, Devon 
Blanchard, Clayden Gerholdt, Tyler 
Zimmer 1:09.79. 

100 dash - 7. Chyma 12.63, 13. 
Benjamin Percy 13.33, 16. James 
Corathers 14.09. 

Distance medley - 2. E. Kalainoff, 
Blanchard, Williams, Hansen 4:00.24. 

400 dash - 2. Smith 55.17, 7. L. 
Sinnwell 1:01.45. 

4x200 - 6. Ty Berger, Miles 
Carpenter, Vinny Runge, Percy 
1:46.5. 

110 hurdles - 9. Blanchard 18.82, 
11. Schmitt 20.67. 

800 run - 6. Bird 2:22.14, 7. 
Mitchell 2:22.21. 

200 dash - 1. Williams 24.62, 3. E. 
Kalainoff 24.82. 

400 hurdles - 9. Chris Niedert 
1:08.07, 11. Gerholdt 1:11.62. 

1,600 run - 6. Avery Mueller 
5:17.35, 8. Paplow 5:27.49. 

4x100 - 8. Berger, Carpenter, 
Sullivan, Quintyn Boehmer 51.08. 

4x100.5 - 8. Percy, Carson 
Mundorf, Nick Hulbert, Corathers 
1:00.13. 

4x400 - 5. Smith, Foelske, Z. 
Kalainoff, Hansen 3:44.19. 

OSAGE CO-ED INVITE 
TEAM SCORES

Osage 134, St. Ansgar 99, Charles 
City 93, West Fork 87, Nashua-
Plainfi eld 82, North Iowa 68, Riceville 
25. 

NASHUA-PLAINFIELD RESULTS 
100 dash - 9. Williams 12.47, 11. 

Chyma 12.67.
200 dash - 6. E. Kalainoff 24.77, 7. 

Williams 24.97. 
400 dash - 4. Smith 55.57, 11. L. 

Sinnwell 1:02.21. 
800 run - 1. Hansen 2:11.59, 6. 

Sullivan 2:25.48. 
1,600 run - 5. Mueller 5:18.4, 7. 

Paplow 5:23.45. 
3,200 run - 1. Paplow 11:27.49, 3. 

C. Sinnwell 11:34.3. 
110 hurdles - 6. Schmitt 20.51, 8. 

Niedert 21.06. 
400 hurdles - 8. Gerholdt 1:07.75, 

10. Niedert 1:09.24. 
4x100 - 8. Berger, Carpenter, 

Jagger White, Emerson Richards 
51.25. 

4x100.25 - 4. Corathers, Mundorf, 
Jack Hall, Hulbert 55.56. 

4x200 - 6. Berger, Carpenter, 
Munforf, Boehmer 1:47.2. 

4x400 - 3. Smith, Foelske, Z. 
Kalainoff, Hansen 3:44.39. 

4x800 - 2. Mitchell, Bird, Schmitt, 
Mueller 9:20.38. 

Sprint medley - 4. Foelske, Chyma, 
Williams, Smith 1:43.12. 

Distance medley - 2. Williams, 
E. Kalainoff, Z. Kalainoff, Hansen 
3:55.54. 

Shuttle hurdle - 1. Foelske, 
Blanchard, Gerholdt, Zimmer 1:08.7. 

High jump - 5. Z. Kalainoff 5-6, 8. 
Schmitt 5-4. 

Long jump - 8. Foelske 16-5, 9. 
Boehmer 15-4.25. 

Shot put - 11. McDonald 35-9.25, 
Lentz 34-2.5. 

Discus - 2. E. Kalainoff 140-1, 9. 
Becker 109-11.

late May last year. 
As I headed out to umpire 

my fi rst baseball game of the 
2024 season, I stepped on the 
scale and the number 229.7 
stared back at me. 

The good news is that was 
the lowest I had weighed at the 
beginning of a baseball season 
in years, but a couple of weeks 
into the season, I began fl irting 
with the idea that the time had 
come to get serious about get-
ting back into shape and shed-
ding pounds. 

I’m 5-11 on a good day; 
229.7 is not exactly an opti-
mum weight. 

When he’s not playing 
football for Southern Illinois 
University, my youngest son, 
Noah, works with high school 
athletes on weight-training and 
physical fi tness plans so last 
June I asked him to help me 
out. 

“Remember, you’re deal-
ing with a 58-year-old man 
who doesn’t have a lot of life 
insurance,” I said so that he 
wouldn’t get the idea to “off ” 
me for a big payday. 

He came up with a plan, 
and it was delivered with some 
very Fenske-like humor. Take, 
for example, when I asked him 
why I was going to walk 15 
minutes before every work-
out and not do a whole lot of 
stretching exercises. 

“Old people get hurt when 
they stretch,” he said, “but 
seriously, the walk will stretch 
you out.” 

Once my baseball season 
ended in July, I began follow-
ing the plan, which literally 
started with running two min-
utes, walking two minutes, 
running two minutes, walking 
two minutes, etc. Etc.

I still recall those fi rst 
“runs.” The two minutes run-
ning seemed to last for two 
hours; the two minutes walking 

felt like two seconds. 
But since then, I’ve been 

able to achieve a plethora of 
milestone — my fi rst 5K (unbe-
lievably slow by the way), the 
fi rst 10K (even more unbe-
lievably slow), the fi rst day I 
dropped under 200 pounds, the 
fi rst 7-mile run, the fi rst time 
going under 30 minutes in a 5K 
(doing it on a treadmill helped 
because if you don’t keep up, 
you fall off !) and more. 

One goal eluded me for what 
seemed like forever. 

I was stuck in the low 180s 
on that damn scale. I was start-
ing to think Noah was driving 
eight hours one way to mess 
with it so I’d keep working 
hard, and honestly, I was get-
ting a little frustrated. 

But a couple of weeks ago, I 
did an outdoor 10k on a warm 
and windy day, and when I got 
home, I stepped on the scale. 

178.8. 
I whooped with joy and 

scared the hell out of my room-
mate, who thought I had com-
pletely lost it. 

I feel so thankful that I did 
this for both my physical and 
mental health. I'm no richer 
(I'm poorer actually because 
I go through shoes fast and 
I'm going to need new umpire 
gear this year!), I still have a 
boatload of issues (ask those 
who know me), but I think I've 
changed not only for the lighter 
but the better.  

My family members have 
been my biggest cheerleaders, 
but I also appreciate the com-
ments from my friends, who 
give me grief about “wasting 
away.” 

I'm going to get off  my 
soapbox, but I guess the whole 
point of this is that if you're 
looking for something new, 
something to recharge yourself, 
something to give you direc-
tion, maybe it's exercise. If I 
can do it, for God's sakes, so 
can you. 

Reporter editor’s fitness journey 
includes plenty of milestones
CELEBRATE: FROM 1

BOYS TRACK: FROM 8

GIRLS TRACK: FROM 8On Tap for Our N-P Huskies
FRIDAY

Golf at St. Ansgar, Acorn Park, 4:15 p.m. 
Trapshooting hosting meet, 7 p.m. 

SATURDAY
Trapshooting at Turkey Valley Invitational, 8 a.m. 

MONDAY
Golf vs. Mason City Newman and Osage, Nashua Town 

and Country Club, 4:15 p.m. 
TUESDAY

Trapshooting vs. New Hampton, 4 p.m. 
Golf vs. Clarksville, Dunkerton and Tripoli, Nashua Town 

and Country Club, 4:15 p.m. 
Track at Nashua-Plainfi eld Coed, 4:30 p.m. 

THURSDAY
Golf vs. Northwood-Kensett and West Fork, Nashua Town 

and Country Club, 4:15 p.m. 
Track at the New Hampton Coed Invitational, 4:30 p.m.

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
After having their fi rst meet called off on Monday 
because of cold weather conditions, Paige Franzen 
and her Nashua-Plainfi eld golf teammates will try 
again today when they travel to St. Ansgar.

Shuttle hurdle relay takes fi rst at Osage

Jenn Kalainoff
Husky senior Ty Berger gets ready to take the baton from N-P sophomore Miles Carpenter in the 4x200 relay as the 
sun sets in Belle Plaine last week Thursday. 

Lamborn fourth in shot put with throw of 32 feet

Kristi Nixon/Enterprise Journal
Husky freshman Emeri McCumber gets ready to leap over the high jump bar in the
season opener at Osage on Tuesday during the Green Devils’ home co-ed meet. 
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Bob Fenske/Reporter
The annual Car Drop sponsored by S&T Collision as 
a fundraiser for the Nashua Park Board comes to an 
end last month.

Photo courtesy of Nashua-Plainfi eld FFA
Nashua-Plainfi eld FFA member Bradie Woodman 
poses for a picture on Drive Your Track to School Day 
last month.

Celebrating a cool 
fundraiser, N-P FFA 
and running journey

Somewhere there was a column idea fl oating around my 
head for this week’s paper, but I couldn’t decide which way 
to go when it came to the Nashua Park Board’s unique fund-
raiser that wrapped up last month, a Nashua-Plainfi eld High 
School student-organization that is doing 
great work and a personal journey that I 
began almost a year ago. 

So, what the heck, let’s do all three in one 
piece. 

•••••
Start with that fundraiser, the Car Drop 

that the Park Board kicks off  its annual 
Winterfest celebration each year, and one 
of these years, we’ll actually have a real 
winter in January, but that’s a story for 
another day. 

S&T Collision sponsors the annual con-
test, which basically works like this: The 
business places a “junker” on the lake, 
residents pay a fee to make a guess when it 
will drop through the ice and once the car 
“takes a drink,” the Sudols tow the car out 
of the water. 

I love this contest, especially when the car “drops” early 
because it reminds me that spring is near. The car took a dive 
on March 12 — I’d call that early — and this year’s winner 
was Jackie Livingston, whom Nashua Park Board President 
Nate Sinnwell called a “longtime friend of Nashua Parks.” 

Livingston was the fi rst person to sign up for the contest 
this year, which is a reminder to this procrastinator to not 
wait until the last minute, and won a gift basket worth more 
than $150 from Nashua area businesses. 

I did have to laugh today when I went back and looked at 
the fl yer the Park Board put out promoting the contest. One 
item, in particular, made me laugh and maybe even cringe. 

The contest runs each year from Feb. 21 to April 30, and 
it was that last date that struck me, because I’m telling you 
right now, that the year that dang car doesn’t take a bath 
until April 30 is the year I’m heading south. 

And fi nally, a big thank you to Steve and Tami Sudol and 
their boys for sponsoring the contest each year and for doing 
so in an environmentally friendly way. All the fl uids are 
drained from the car and basically, they’re just putting a shell 
of a car out there on the lake for a good cause. 

••••• 
Nashua-Plainfi eld's FFA chapter has a big week on tap as 

dozens of its members are heading to Ames for the 97th Iowa 
FFA Leadership Conference. 

The chapter is the largest student organization at Nashua-
Plainfi eld, and its members, led by Heidi Hull, does great 
work throughout out both the school year and the summer. 

During the North Central District Convention last month, 
Cale Jensen earned a gold rating and advanced to the state 
competition in the job interview division while Elayna O’Neill 
and Alison Mehmen did the same with their “reporter’s 
scrapbook.”  

Jensen also is one of four state fi nalists in the Iowa FFA 
Stars Over Iowa Award Program in the area of agricultural 
production, and the state’s overall winner will be announced 
at the State Leadership Conference, and numerous other 
competitions that will feature Nashua-Plainfi eld students will 
begin at the conference. 

This is a program that has high expectations for its mem-
bers, and as Hull put it in an interview last month, "we have 
a lot of students who put a lot of time into FFA, and I do love 
seeing them grow throughout their years in it.” 

So here’s to a great Iowa FFA Leadership Conference for 
our kids and their advisor, and thanks for all you do for our 
communities. 

••••• 
Finally, that journey that yours truly began sometime in 

SEE CELEBRATE, 7

Jenn Kalainoff
Nashua-Plainfi eld senior Luke Paplow (above) competes in the mile run at Belle Plaine last week Thursday and 
Navarii Williams (below) wins the 200 dash in the season opener for the Huskies. 

BY KELLY TERPSTRA

Of the Reporter

Gains. 
The Nashua-Plainfi eld boys 

track team has produced plenty 
of those incremental improve-
ments after the fi rst two meets 
of the season were put in the 
books this spring. 

Plus, the Huskies have 
options galore in almost every 
event – a luxury any Class 1A 
track coach would kill to have. 

Not literally, but sports met-
aphors can oftentimes help 
explain just how diverse Chase 
Sudol’s track and fi eld squad 
truly is in 2025. 

As stated before, Sudol has 
plenty of avenues he can go 
down with his horde of Huskies 
that can overwhelm ovals across 
northern Iowa with their large 
Class 1A roster.

“There’s so many positives to 
be excited about with this team 
and just the amount of depth 
that we have on the team and to 
be able to fi ll every spot and be 
extremely competitive in every-
thing,” said Sudol. 

The story of the night at 
Osage on Tuesday night during 
the Green Devil co-ed meet 

was senior long-distance run-
ner Luke Paplow and his Husky 
senior cohort Caleb Sinnwell. 

Paplow won the fi rst high 
school race of his career in 
the two-mile run (3,200) and 
Sinnwell wasn’t far behind in 
third. The Husky seniors ran 
career-bests and are micro-
cosms of N-P’s overall team 
success this season with a roster 
of 45 athletes. 

“I think he’s medaled once 
or twice in the top three, but 
the two-mile’s usually a pretty 
tough race. That kid, he works 
at it every single day and does 
everything you can do. Just to 
get that little bit of success for 
him and to get a gold medal – it 
was just so rewarding to see his 
eyes light up. It’s one of the best 
stories of the night,” said the 
N-P head coach about Paplow’s 
blue-ribbon run. 

Paplow’s winning time was 
11:27.49, over two seconds 
faster than his fourth-place fi n-
ish at Belle Plaine last week 
Thursday in the season opener. 
Sudol picked up the meet after 
last week Tuesday’s scheduled 
fi rst meet of the season at St. 

Huskies ahead of last year’s pace in relays

Huskies’ coach likes what 
she sees in fi rst outdoor meet

BY KELLY TERPSTRA

Of the Reporter

The Huskies had to wait awhile, but they 
fi nally got the fi rst outdoor meet of the sea-
son in on Tuesday at Osage. 

That extended layoff  between the fi nish 
of the indoor season and the beginning of 
outdoor competition was apparently well 
worth it. 

“It was a great fi rst outdoor meet. We 
were happy to get outside and see where 
we are sitting and see what we have to work 
on,” said N-P girls track head coach Amber 
McCall. “We have been working towards 
fi lling a full lineup as we have not been able 
to do that the last few years and we were 
able to fi ll a full lineup last night.”

N-P ran Class 1A’s fastest time so far 
in the sprint medley to snare fi rst place 
with a time of 1:52.47. The Huskies – the 
two-time defending team state runner-up 
in the small-school class – also sported the 
quickest time in the sprint med last spring. 
McCall chose to load up the distance med-
ley instead, which took home a state title. 

McCall will potentially have to make 
that diffi  cult decision yet again this year as 
senior anchor Kadence Huck ran individual 
events in three out of the four races at state 
last year. Prep competitors at state are only 
allowed to compete in four events out on 
the blue oval at Drake Stadium. 

While the sprint med is lightning quick – 
it will perhaps need to get faster if it wants 
to run in the prestigious Drake Relays 
later this month. The Drake Relays Blue 
Standard to automatically qualify in the 
sprint med is 1:49. N-P was the only 1A 
team to run in the sprint med at Drake 
last year, but was disqualifi ed and fi nished 
dead last in 24th place. The Drake Relays 
do not run a high school distance medley 
relay.

Tuesday’s sprint med at Osage was com-
prised of freshman Eva Foelske, junior 
Jalissa White, freshman Kelly Cerwinske 
and Huck – who is gunning for four more 
state titles to add to her already incredible 
tally of eight thus far through three sea-
sons. 

“Our sprint medley had a great fi rst run 
of the season with time to drop, which is 
exciting. We have handoff s to work on, 
which will help tremendously too, but I 
was very proud with how the girls ran,” 
said McCall. 

White, who did not compete indoors as 

she was healing from an injury sustained 
last fall in cross country, placed eighth in 
the open 200 in 32.14. 

Huck just missed qualifying for a third 
event at Drake – she’s already locked her-
self in at Drake in the 800 and 1,500 runs – 
in her winning 400 dash time. That clip was 
57.66. The Drake cutoff  is 57.05. The last 
day to qualify for Drake is Thursday, April 
17. The Drake Relays are run Wednesday, 
April 23 to Saturday April 26 at Drake 
Stadium in Des Moines. 

Boys coach ecstatic for Paplow after he wins 
first race of high school career at Osage meet

To the Reporter 
The Nashua-Plainfi eld football 

team will open its 2025 season 
on the road against a familiar foe 
as the Iowa High School Athletic 
Assocation last week announced 
the 2025 and 2026 schedules for 
all the state’s schools. 

The Huskies will kick off  
the season on Friday, Aug. 29, 
against AGWSR in a non-dis-
trict game. The two schools had 

been in the same district for 
the past four seasons but this 
year’s game will be a non-dis-
trict aff air. 

Nashua-Plainfi eld will open 
the Class A, District 3 schedule 
on Sept. 5 when the Huskies 
play host to Postville and then 
will stay at home the following 
week with a non-district game 
against Top of Iowa East rival 
Central Springs, a Class 1A 

school. 
The Huskies head back into 

district play with a road game 
at North Butler on Sept. 19 to 
wrap up the fi rst half of the reg-
ular season. The second half of 
the season includes games with 
St. Ansgar (Sept. 26 at home), 
Starmont (Oct. 3 on the road), 
South Winneshiek (Oct. 10 at 
home) and Clayton Ridge (Oct. 
17 at Guttenberg). 

The Huskies are coming 
off  a 6-4 season that included 
Nashua-Plainfi eld's fi rst post-
season victory since 2014. 

In addition to the every-oth-
er-year redistricting, the IHSAA 
also sets schedules for Iowa 
High School football. The 2026 
schedules for teams will fl ip-
fl op so if a team hosts a game 
in 2025, it travels to that oppo-
nent’s site in 2026. 

Huskies get their football schedule for the next two seasons

N-P girls run 1A’s fastest sprint medley

Kristi Nixon/Enterprise Journal
Amerley Gerholdt gets ready to hand the baton off to Nashua-Plainfi eld team-
mate Rachel Paplow during the Huskies’ fi rst outdoor meet of the season on 
Tuesday.

SEE BOYS TRACK, 7

SEE GIRLS TRACK, 7

Bob Fenske has 
been the editor 
of the Nashua 
Reporter since 
2010, and he 

can be reached 
by email at 

editor@nhtrib.
com.
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