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Bob Fenske/Reporter
Nashua-Plainfi eld Elementary School students in grades K-2, under the direction of Rebecca Marty, sing “Twinkle, Twinkle 50 
Stars” during “Our Heroes, Our Veterans,” the school’s annual Veterans Day program that was held last Friday.

GUEST SPEAKER SHARES HIS STORY, EXPRESSES APPRECIATION FOR RESPECT SHOWN BY NASHUA-PLAINFIELD STUDENTS

GRATITUDE FOR THE THANK YOUS!GRATITUDE FOR THE THANK YOUS!
BY BOB FENSKE

Of the Reporter

Veterans Day has always had a special mean-
ing to Denny Hull; after all, throughout his 
life, Nov. 11 has been a red-letter day for the 
U.S. Army veteran who delivered the keynote 
address at last week’s Veterans Day program at 
Nashua-Plainfi eld High School.

The Charles City High School graduate was 
inducted into the Army on Veterans Day 1970, 
he spent Veterans Day 1971 in Vietnam, and 
19 years later, on Nov. 11, 1990, he landed in 
Saudi Arabia as part of the American forces that 
took part in Operation Desert Storm that freed 
Kuwait from Iraqi forces.

And on Veterans Day 2023, Hull shared his 
story — one that saw him go from Northeast 
Iowa to the jungles of Southeast Asia to the 
deserts of the Middle East — on a day when 
both Nashua-Plainfi eld schools honored the 
men and women who have served and who are 
continuing to serve their country.

“I love this country, I love God,” Hull told 
high school and middle school students during 
his address, “and I’m thankful that I am still 
alive. … My dearest friends are the ones who 
answered the call, and I’m proud of you because 
you’re honoring them today.”

In Vietnam, Hull was part of the Army’s 
“river patrol,” where he learned to water ski.

“We learned pretty quickly, though, that you 
never knew what was around the next bend,” 
Hull said. “Water skiing when they’re fi ring at 
you … trust me, it’s not a fun experience.”

He turned serious when he talked about one 
of his fellow soldiers, James A. Loux. While on 
patrol, the boat struck a mine, engulfi ng the 
boats in fl ames.

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

The Chickasaw County Board of Supervisors 
on Monday moved ahead with getting an 
estimated cost on moving Public Health and 
Homecare Services from its current location at 
the Community Services Building to the Heritage 
Center.

The action came despite concerns expressed 
by the department’s director, assistant director 
and Board of Health member.

Board members, though, reached consensus 
to get an estimate on how much it would cost to 
move one of the county’s biggest departments to 
the old county home just south of New Hampton.

“We’ve already paid money, we might as well 
see what the costs will be,” Board Chairman Matt 
Kuhn said, referring to the fact that the consul-
tant contract the county has already paid for will 
cover the cost of coming up with an estimate.

Board of Health member Jeremy McGrath 
said he felt supervisors could have more clearly 
communicated the reasons for proposing the 
move.

“As a board member,” he said, “I wished some-
one would have come down and said, ‘Hey, this is 
what we’re going to look at doing. We’re going to 
spend $10,000 or whatever it was on this study 
to do this. What’s your guys’ thoughts?’ That 
didn’t happen.”

Also at Monday’s meeting were Public Health 
Director Lisa Welter and her assistant, Ann 
Knutson, and the latter expressed her opposition 
to moving the department.

“I don’t think it’s the right place to put us 
because there are too many people who walk 
to our clinics, who walk to WIC and stroll their 
kids in,” Knutson said. “I know it’s for the whole 
county, but the people who live outside of town 
are going to drive anyway, but we have a lot of 
people that don’t. And them [state legislators] 
talking about regionalizing us, it would be a 
waste of money.”

McGrath said that with the number of poten-
tial projects on the county docket, he questioned 
the need for the move.

“To me, we’re trying to spend money before 
we got it,” he said. “As a taxpayer, I don’t know if 

Board members say they want to 
know cost before making decision
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121 W, Main St., Ste. 3 
121 W, Main St., Ste. 3 New Hampton, IA 50659 
New Hampton, IA 50659 Call (641) 999-6145 or Book 

Call (641) 999-6145 or BookYour Appointment Online!
Your Appointment Online!www.NorthIowaHearing.com  

Calvin Trepp
Hearing Instrument SpecialistOver 35 years in the Hearing Industry!

Stop in today for a
Stop in today for aCOMPLIMENTARY

COMPLIMENTARYHearing Evaluation! 
Hearing Evaluation!

 The Holidays are Coming!are Coming!
30-DAYY 
TRIALS!TRIALS!

Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 23, 2023, 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM
Trinity Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 223 S Water Avenue, New Hampton, IA

Full Turkey and Ham Dinner with Dessert, NO reservations needed

Supported by The Pub at the Pinicon
The Meal is a Free Will Donation

Monetary Donations 

CHICKASAW COUNTY

FOOD PANTRY

Bring your family,your friends, your neighborsEVERYONE IS WELCOME,Take out available

Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner

Also accepting can goods

BY BOB STEENSON
bsteenson@charlescitypress.com

The newly remodeled Radiology 
Department and Emergency 
Department were on display for an 
afternoon open house at the Floyd 
County Medical Center last week.

Other departments were also 
featured, off ering information, an 
opportunity for visitors to ask ques-
tions and visit with personnel, along 
with snacks and goodie bags.

FCMC staff  took visitors on tours 
of the remodeled facilities. Todd 
Fails, the director of facilities and 
materials management, led some of 
the groups.

Fails also talked about some of 
the changes to the hospital that will 
continue to follow through with a 

Bob Fenske/Reporter
Flower pots on Nashua’s Main 
Street are getting area residents 
into the Christmas spirit.

Chamber’s flower-pot contest builds up Christmas spirit
Nashua residents will have a to vote for their favorite decorated pot;
‘Christmas in Nashua,’ ‘Christmas on Main’ to be held on the same day

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas in downtown Nashua these 
days thanks to a contest sponsored by 
the Big 4 Chamber of Commerce.

That’s because the 20 or so fl ower 
pots that are part of the Main Street 
landscape have a Christmas theme, 
and starting next week, residents can 
weigh in on which one they think is 
the best.

“We gave up the fl ower pots a few 
years ago,” Big 4 Chamber of Commerce 
President Val Johnson said, “but the 
person who took it over is no longer 
in town so when we got it back, we 
thought, ‘Let’s try something new.’”

And the results are downright 
Christmassy as 20 businesses, organi-
zations and families were asked to dec-
orate the fl ower pots with a Christmas 

theme. 
So the Main Street fl ower pots off er 

up a variety of Christmas trees and 
ornaments, along with presents, snow-
men and a nativity scene or two.

And the pots are a reminder that 
— despite the recent very un-Novem-
ber-like weather — that Christmas is 
just around the proverbial corner.

Christmas in Nashua and Plainfi eld’s 
Christmas in Main are two weeks from 
this Saturday, on Dec. 2, to be exact.

This will mark the fi rst time in 
recent memory that both towns will 
hold their Christmas celebrations on 
the same day. In the past, Nashua’s 
event was on Saturday while Plainfi eld 
held its celebration on Sunday.

“We’re mostly in the morning here 
in Nashua, and Plainfi eld is mostly in 
the evening,” Johnson said. “It’ll be 

Area hospital 
celebrates 
remodeling

SEE SUPERVISORS, 4

Denny Hull (right) talks 
with students at a 
Veterans Day program, 
where Luke Paplow and 
Hayden Munn (below) 
perform “Taps.”

SEE VETERANS DAY, 2

SEE HOSPITAL, 5SEE CHRISTMAS, 4
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“Those boats were made of fi berglass 
and when we hit the mine, it blew every-
where,” Hull said, “but there was James 
Loux, continuing to fi re and taking out 
two machine nests despite being severely 
burned. He saved a lot of lives that day.”

Two days later, Loux died from his 
wounds, and he was posthumously award-
ed the Silver Star, third-highest military 
decoration for valor in combat given to 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces.

Following the program that also featured 
the Nashua-Plainfi eld Concert Band and 
Concert Choir, Hull said it was meaningful 
to him to see students so respectful during 
the program.

“All the veterans who were here, trust 
me, they appreciate it,” he said. “All of us 
gave up things — birthdays, family cele-
brations, things like that — to be in the 
military, whether we were in combat or 
not. The best gift to us is the thank yous. It 
means a lot.”

For the veterans honored on their day, it 
was a busy Friday morning.

They met at the elementary school for 

coff ee and doughnuts and then were hon-
ored during the school’s annual Veterans 
Day program that was, in a few words, 
cute and meaningful as music teacher 
Rebecca Marty led her students in songs 
like “Twinkle, Twinkle 50 Stars,” “How to 
Tell a Veteran Thank You” and “American 

Heart.” And students like Trey Gentry, Joel 
Paplow, Alexis Folkerts and Warner Huck 
shared patriotic facts with their peers.

“They always do such a nice job for 
us,” VFW Ralph Nicholson Post 6792 
Quartermaster Dan Bilharz said, “and they 
always bring a smile to our faces.” 

Bob Fenske/Reporter
Members of the VFW Ralph Nicholson Post 6794 Firing Squad (above) conduct the “salute” at the end of the Veterans Day program 
at the high school while elementary students Warner Huck and Alexis Folkerts (right) present part of the program at their school 
in front of the “Empty Table” that signifi es veterans and their families who made the ultimate sacrifi ce.

Veterans appreciate Nashua-Plainfield students of all ages
VETERANS DAY: FROM 1

Nashua-Plainfi eld Concert Band member Lyla Burrichter
(left) plays her trumpet during the high school program
while Trey Gentry and Joel Paplow (above) speak at the
elementary school Veterans Day program.

Army veterans (above) are recognized during the “Armed Forces Medley” at the ele-
mentary school while the Nashua-Plainfi eld High School Concert Choir (below) per-
forms during the high school program.
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Holiday Open House

Saturday, November 18
10 am to 8 pm

Also Join us for 
Gravel Travelin Shop Hop

from 10 to 3
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1548 300th Street, Nashua, Iowa 641-257-9199
For More Information

ON TAP FOR OUR NASHUA-PLAINFIELD HUSKIES
SATURDAY

Varsity football vs. South Winneshiek, homecoming, 7 p.m.
Girls wrestling at Decorah Invitational, 10 a.m.

TUESDAY
Girls varsity basketball at Tripoli, 6:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, NOV. 28
Girls wrestling at Central Elkader tournament, 

5 p.m.
Boys basketball at Rockford, JV at 6:15 p.m., varsity at 

7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, NOV. 30

Boys wrestling Mason City Newman, Lake Mills and Gar-
ner-Hayfi eld-Ventura at Newman, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 1
Basketball vs. Northwood-Kensett, boys JV at 5 p.m., girls 

varsity at 6:15 p.m., boys varsity at 7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, DEC. 2

Boys wrestling at Wapsie Valley Invitational, JV at 8:15 
a.m., varsity at 10 a.m.

Huskies gear 
up for weight 
class changes

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
Of the Reporter

Change is inevitable.
It’s usually just a matter of 

time before it takes place. 
Well, it happened this sum-

mer and in the prep wrestling 
world – it’s a big deal. 

Alterations were made across 
the board and throughout the 
nation as every high school 
grappling squad will have to 
adhere to new weight class 
changes that were implemented 
by The National Federation of 
State High Schools Associations 
(NFHS). 

That means there’s plenty of 
movement in Iowa’s 14 weight 
classes. 

Nashua-Plainfield head 
coach Al Frost, who offi  cially 
started his 34th year as Husky 
frontman of his perennial-pow-
er program this past Monday, 
gave his take on the fi rst change 
to weight classes on the high 
school level in the sport of wres-
tling since 2010-2011. 

Asked point blank on wheth-
er or not he’s in favor of the 
changes that will take eff ect this 
winter to half of the 14 weight 
divisions in all classes and Frost 
had this to say. 

“Not this year – the way our 
team’s set up as far as our size,” 
said Frost. “That basically kind 
of put us at a disadvantage.” 

That’s not exactly a ringing 
endorsement of the chang-
es that will aff ect hundreds of 
schools in the state that will 
vie for spots at the dual and 
traditional state tournaments in 
February. 

“I don’t think it really helped 
us this year with the team we 
got,” said Frost. “Probably, to 
make it to the best of our advan-
tage it’s going to have to have 
our guys cut more weight.”

N-P has 29 wrestlers out this 

year and is poised to once again 
“storm the gates” at Wells Fargo 
Arena and bring home anoth-
er big trophy at the traditional 
state tournament. 

“That’s the most we’ve had 
out in a few years,” said Frost.

The Huskies reeled in a 
third-place state fi nish in Class 
1A at the “Well” and did the 
same a few weeks earlier at the 
state dual tournament held in 
Coralville. 

That means Frost’s wrestlers 
will have to adapt to the weight 
class changes and continue to 
work hard in order to replicate 
or exceed last season’s banner 
campaign. 

Winning out on the mat is 
never easy – even when it looks 
eff ortless. 

“On Monday, I said that’s 
gonna be the best these guys 
are going to feel probably for 
most of the season,” said Frost. 

Frost is alluding to cutting 
weight – which the Huskies will 
have to do a lot of this sea-
son in order to fi ll out N-P’s 
lineup where the coaching staff  
wants it. Twenty-nine wrestlers 
is more than a decent-sized ros-
ter in terms of numbers out for 
a small-school class wrestling 
squad. 

“My goal is to keep ‘em out. 
We’ve already put the pencil to 
it as far as what kind of lineup 
we should have. It looks like a 
pretty solid lineup,” said Frost. 

So here’s the brass tax on the 
weight class changes. 

Iowa was given the option of 
choosing 12, 13 or 14 weight 
classes. The Hawkeye State 
chose the latter – which was 
the same amount it’s been for 
decades. 

So lower weight classes – 
106, 113, 120, 126, 132 and 
138 – remain the same. The 

Frost says boys should have ‘pretty solid 
lineup,’ although new classifi cations may 
mean team may have to cut more weight

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Members of the Nashua-Plainfi eld boys wrestling team 
get a jog in before practice begins on Wednesday after-
noon.

SEE WRESTLING, 9

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter

Getting ready for a winter of hoops
Nashua-Plainfi eld boys basketball coach Matt Mueller (above) talks with his Huskies during a break in practice, the
Huskies’ Ava Kirk (below left) looks for an open teammate during a drill in practice and Gavin Wayne (below right) 
puts up a shot in traffi c. The Huskies open the girls basketball season with a game at Tripoli on Tuesday while
Mueller’s boys begin their season a week later with a Top of Iowa Conference East Division game at Rockford.
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Affordable Tree Removal & Trimming

Fully Insured    FREE QUOTES
Call or Text Michael

641.426.6767

NOTICE FOR 2024
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NASHUA THERAPY CLINIC
80 Amhearst Blvd. Suite 300

P: 641-435-4476 • www.taylorphysicaltherapy.com

Center for Pediatric 
Therapies

a busy day, that’s for sure, and 
it’s a chance for everyone to see 
what great businesses and com-
munities we have.”

The Christmas in Nashua 
schedule is, in a word hectic.

Among the events planned on 
the fi rst Saturday of December 
are:

• Compass Outreach silent 
auction from 9 a.m. to noon.

• VFW Craft and Vendor 
Show from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

• Gateway to Northeast Iowa 
Welcome Center Craft and 
Vendor Show runs from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.

• Graphic Apparel Husky 
Holiday Open House will be 
held from 9 a.m. to noon.

• Santa’s Workshop at the 
Nashua Public Library will 
begin at 10 a.m.

• Santa Mini Sessions at the 
B will run from 10 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m.

• The Nashua Park Board will 
hold S’mores on Main from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

• The Boy Scouts Soup Lunch 
will run from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the welcome center.

• The Nashua Garden Club 
will hold its annual soup supper 
at the welcome center from 5 
to 7 p.m.

• The Pizza Puzzle will begin 
at 6 p.m. at the B.

Throw in the Christmas on 
Main activities in Plainfi eld 
from 5 to 7:30 p.m., and it’s 
going to be quite a day for the 
two communities to show off  all 
they have to off er.

And if anyone needs remind-
ing that the Christmas season 
is upon us, all they need to do 
is drive down Nashua’s Main 
Street.

“We’ve been really happy 
with how many people stepped 
up for the contest,” Johnson 
said. “Not all of us are done 
quite yet, but the ones that are 
… well, you can see they’re real-
ly going to get people in the 
spirit of the season.”

I like that idea.”
Supervisor Jacob Hackman, though, 

said he felt the county needed to consider 
moving Public Health — pointing out it 
would give the department more space and 
give Public Health access to a backup gen-
erator that is located at the former county 
home. He also said that if Public Health 
moves, the building that currently houses 
the county attorney and the Emergency 
Management Agency on New Hampton’s 
south side could be sold.

Fellow Supervisor Travis Suckow also 
believes that Public Health would “fi t 
in” with the other county agencies and 
non-profi t offi  ces that have taken up resi-
dence in the Heritage during the past year.

“I’m going to say this fl at out,” Suckow 
said. “I think all them offi  ces that are down 
there already, they all kind of work togeth-
er. It would be kind of like a one stop.”

Among the other projects that the coun-
ty is considering is adding living quarters 
to the Chickasaw County EMS building in 
New Hampton and paying the construction 
costs to extend city of New Hampton water 
lines to the Heritage, which is not within 

city limits.
During the more than 20 minutes of 

discussion, board members not only looked 
over the plans the county would submit to 
get an estimate, but they also discussed 
where the county’s Emergency Operations 
Center would be located if Public Health 
moves to the Heritage.

“EOC is one of those things, [during 
the] COVID pandemic, it worked great 
having it in public health, but in a natural 
disaster, it’s going to work better having it 
in Jeff ’s area,” McGrath said, referring to 
EMA Director Jeff  Bernatz.

Welter also pointed out that if the county 
needs to do what she called a “mass clin-
ic,” like it did during the pandemic, the 
Heritage wouldn’t be as convenient for her 
staff  if that clinic was held at the Chickasaw 
Event Center, which is located just across 
the street from the Community Services 
Building.

“That worked well because we just 
walked across the parking lot,” she said, 
“but we’d be running back and forth across 
town.”

Still, only one supervisor appeared will-
ing to hit the brakes on moving Public 
Health.

“I’m not in favor,” Steve Breitbach said. 
“I don’t think it’s the right thing to do this at 
this time, but that’s just my opinion.”

But as Kuhn stated, getting an estimate 
on a cost to move Public Health won’t cost 
the county any more than it already has 
spent so the board moved ahead.

•••••
Board members also voted 5-0 on 

Monday to seek bids on the water project at 
the Heritage despite the fact that the New 
Hampton City Council last week did not 
back off  from having the county use a big-
ger line than county offi  cials say they need.

The county said it would pay for a six-
inch line for a project that would cost 
around $213,500, but city offi  cials said 
they would proceed with the project only if 
the county agreed to pay for an eight-inch 
line and an auto-fl usher.

Kuhn said Monday morning that the two 
items would cost the county somewhere 
between $20,000 and $22,000.

However, the Board of Supervisors 
members decided that they will call for 
bids on the project. That doesn’t neces-
sarily mean city water will be going to the 
Heritage, because the county can reserve 
the right to reject the bids.

Bob Fenske/Reporter
Chickasaw County Public Health and Homecare Services Administrator Lisa Welter (center) makes a point to the 
Board of Supervisors Monday as her assistant, Ann Knutson (left), and Board of Health member Jeremy McGrath 
listen.

Board will take bids on Heritage water project
SUPERVISORS: FROM 1 Bob Fenske/Reporter

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas, or at least
winter, along Nashua’s Main Street thanks to a fl ower-pot 
contest begin put on by the Big 4 Chamber of Commerce.

Nashua, Plainfi eld gear 
up for Christmas events

CHRISTMAS: FROM 1

Briefs
‘Remembering the Apron’ program to 

be held at library Saturday
The Nashua Public Library will take a nostalgic look at the apron 

this Saturday morning when it holds a program put on by Sheila 
Craig.

The program will run from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. and Craig will 
have on hand a portion of her collection of aprons, which numbers 
400.

She will show off the fabrics, styles and the many different ways 
they were used by the people from our past, and she doesn’t leave 
out the men, either, as she’ll have examples for them as well.
Last call registration for commercial 

applicators continuing ed
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Chickasaw 

County offi ce will require all applicators that still need a Continuing 
Instruction Course (CIC) for commercial pesticide applicators to 
call for a reshow date as soon as possible.

Reshows will not be offered after Friday, Dec. 15 for this calen-
dar year.

To register or to obtain additional information about the CIC’s, 
contact Lynn Bruess at the ISU Extension and Outreach Chicka-
saw County offi ce at 641-394-2174.

Additional information and registration forms for all courses of-
fered through PSEP can be accessed at https://www.extension.
iastate.edu/psep/.

New Hampton church to serve 
community dinner on Thanksgiving
Trinity Lutheran Church in New Hampton will put on its annual 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner next week.
A full turkey and ham dinner will be served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

at the church’s Fellowship Hall, and no reservations are required.
The annual dinner takes a freewill donation, and all proceeds 

from the meal will go to the Chickasaw County Food Pantry.
The church is located at 223 S. Water Ave.

Iowa PBS begins annual Fall Festival 
fundraising campaing today

Tour some of the iconic structures in Mason City and Clear Lake, 
take an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of the setting for the Ho-
tel Portofi no series, enjoy clips and behind-the-scenes memories 
of the Christmas fi nale episodes of All Creatures Great and Small, 
and revel in music from the Everly Brothers, Steve & Eydie, The 
Highwaymen, Barbra Streisand and more during Fall Festival 2023. 

The festival begins today and runs through Sunday and then 
begins anew Nov. 23-29, and this year’s event is fi lled with music, 
history, drama, Iowa architecture and more.

During the pledge drive, viewers will have the opportunity to 
support the programming and services they enjoy all year long, 
ensuring that Iowa PBS continues to educate, inform, enrich and 
inspire Iowans across the state.

Program for those going through 
grief during holidays set for Monday

On Monday, Nov. 20 Prairie Lakes Church in New Hampton will 
host a “warm and caring” event designed to help anyone dealing 
with the intense pain of grief during the holidays.

The charge is $7 per person for the event, which runs from 6 to 
8 p.m. Those interested may sign up at griefshare.org.

ISU Extension to offer pest control 
instruction on Dec. 6 

Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Chickasaw Coun-
ty offi ce will host a Pest Control Operators Continuing Instruction 
Course (CIC) for commercial pesticide applicators on Wednesday, 
Dec. 6. The program provided by the ISU Extension and Outreach 
Pesticide Safety Education Program (PSEP) can be seen at offi ce 
locations across Iowa.

The local attendance site is the Chickasaw County Extension 
Offi ce at 115 N. Broadway Ave, New Hampton, IA. Preregistration 
may be required. Walk-ins are not guaranteed admission. Walk-
ins on the day of the program will only be admitted if room allows. 
The course runs from 9 to 11:30 a.m. The registration fee is $70 
on or before Nov. 23 and $80 after Nov. 23. To register or to obtain 
additional information about the CIC, contact Lynn Bruess at the 
ISU Extension and Outreach Chickasaw County offi ce at 641-394-
2174.

The course will provide continuing instruction credit for com-
mercial pesticide applicators certifi ed in categories 7A (General 
Household Pest), 7B (Termite), 8 (Public Health), and new this year 
7D (Community Insect). 

Additional information and registration forms for this and other 
courses offered through PSEP can be accessed at www.extension.
iastate.edu/PSEP.



Page A5 Nashua Reporter 17 November 2023

Present this coupon for $1 off Tree! (One per tree)

WAPSIE PINES
TREE FARM

SINCE 1986
A MUST-DO QUALITY FAMILY OUTING!

30,000 + Growing Trees on Over 25 Acres
INCREDIBLE VARIETY OF BEAUTIFUL TREES

Fraser, Concolor & Canaan Firs up to 11 ft. tall
Scotch Pines up to 8 ft. tall • White Pines up to 10.5 ft. tall

 

 

All major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted • 319-638-7931
Follow us on Facebook at Wapsie Pines Christmas Tree Farm at Fairbank

2778 Whitetail Ave., Fairbank, IA • www.WapsiePinesTreeFarm.com

Worth the drive!
3 miles W & 

0.5 Miles N. of 
Fairbank, IA

9am TO 5pm

•  Wapsie Pines has the largest & tallest selection of Fir 

trees in NE Iowa

•  Fresh homemade wreaths, roping, swags, door arches, 

crosses, porch light or mail box covers, and bough bundles

•  Holiday gift shoppe, including the 2023 Wapsie Pines ornament 

Open November 24th - thru December 10

• Tree stands, disposal bags & other holiday decor

• New LARGER Warming Shed

• Cut your own or we will help

• Saws provided & we will shake, net, and load your tree

OPENING
BLACK FRIDAY
November 24th

Weekends 9-5 & Weekdays 1-5 through Dec. 10th

Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!

S T R U C T U R E S
www.GingerichStructures.com

Eastern Wisconsin
920-889-0960

Western Wisconsin
608-988-6338

Eastern CO
719-822-3052

Nebraska & Iowa
402-426-5022
712-600-2410 

Kansas & 
Missouri

816-858-7040 

DES MOINES, IOWA

IOWA’S LARGEST

Callahan Promotions, Inc. 563-357-1986

November 17-19 CRP SEED MIXES
NOW SELLING CRP MIXES FOR FALL SEEDING

The Cover Crop, CRP And Prairie Experts

CRP MIXES • WILDFLOWERS • PRAIRIE GRASSES
CUSTOM SEEDING • SEEDING EQUIPMENT RENTAL

 Iowa’s longest running grower, 
supplier and installer of CRP 

seed mixes since 1987.

641-766-6790
800-582-2788 Or 800-Lucas88

john@prairieseedfarms.com

NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILL THE 
VACANCY

OF MAYOR CITY OF NASHUA, 
IOWA, BY APPOINTMENT

The City of Nashua, Iowa, has a 
Mayor vacancy as of October 16, 2023,
due to the resignation of Alex Anthofer.

Pursuant to Section 372.13(2a) of the 
Code of Iowa, notice is hereby given that 
the City Council of Nashua, Iowa, in-
tends to fill this vacancy by appointment 
during the council meeting at the Nashua 
City Hall at 7:00 PM on Monday, De-
cember 4, 2023.  However, the electors 
of the City of Nashua have the right to
file a petition requiring that the vacancy 
be filled by a special election.  If electors 
wish to require a special election, a valid 
petition must be filed with the City Clerk 
within fourteen days after publication of 
this notice or within fourteen days after
the appointment is made.  If no such peti-
tion is filed, the appointment shall be for 
the period until the next pending election 
as defined in Section 69.12 of the Code 
of Iowa.

Eligible electors of the City of 
Nashua, Iowa wanting to be considered 
for the appointment should submit a re-
quest in writing to the City Clerk’s of-
fice by 12:00 PM on Friday, December
1, 2023

John Ott  City Clerk City of Nashua

No. 23414
11/17/23
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CHICKASAW COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ 
MINUTES November 6, 2023

The Board convened on Monday, 
November 6, 2023, at 9:00 A.M. with 
members Breitbach, Suckow, Kuhn, 
Cerwinske, Hackman present in the 
Boardroom on the 2nd floor of the Court 
House, New Hampton, Iowa.   Chairper-
son Kuhn called the meeting to order.  
Also present were Auditor Sheila Shek-
leton, Bob Fenske, member of the media,  
Sheriff Ryan Shawver,  EMS Director 
Joel Knutson, Bridget Edson, Kathy 
Shekleton, Assessor Raymond Armel, 
Engineer Roman Lensing

Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by 
Suckow to approve the agenda for No-
vember 6, 2023.  Roll Call: All Ayes.  
Motion carried. 

Motion by Hackman, seconded 
by Cerwinske to approve the meeting 
minutes from October 30, 2023 with a 
change.  Roll Call: All Ayes.  Motion 
carried.

Public Comment:  EMS Director 
Joel Knutson said the EMS had its an-
nual audit with the Iowa Department of 
Health and Human Services the Bureau 
of Emergency and Trauma Services and 
they renewed the EMS’S license with an 
expiration date of October 31, 2026.

Discussed vehicle purchase for 
FY2024-2025 for the Sheriff’s depart-
ment with Sheriff Ryan Shawver.  A 
consensus of the Board of Supervisors to 
order a vehicle now for FY23/24.

Discussed jail holding facility project 
with Sheriff Ryan Shawver.

Discussed Secondary Roads updates 
with Engineer Roman Lensing.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to acknowledge the resignation 
of Assistant  County Engineer, Dylan 
Brown, effective November 9, 2023.  

Roll Call: All Ayes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Hackman, seconded by 

Breitbach to approve Secondary Roads 
to fill the vacancy of Assistant to County 
Engineer.  Roll Call: All Ayes.  Motion
carried.

Assessor Raymond Armel discussed 
the Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and 
the potential amount of tax that may be
generated by the wind turbines. 

Discussed Safety Coordinator posi-
tion.

Motion by Hackman, seconded Breit-
bach to approve County Holiday closing 
schedule for 2024 and to publish in New 
Hampton Tribune and Nashua Reporter. 
Roll Call: All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Discussed and decided to wait for
more information before appointing
Medical Examiner Investigator.

Discussed 422D (EMS Levy)  and
the earliest it can go on the ballot is No-
vember 2024.

Motion by Hackman, seconded 
by Cerwinske to approve claims 
$582,518.59.  Roll Call: All Ayes.  Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Cerwinske to approve payroll checks
dated November 3, 2023.  Roll Call: All 
Ayes.  Motion carried.

Committee Assignments
Supervisor Cerwinske-November 

6-Pathways
Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by

Hackman to adjourn at 11:01 A.M. Roll 
Call: All Ayes.  Motion carried

Matthew Kuhn, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Sheila Shekleton, Auditor 

No. 23447
11/16/23    11/17/263
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Newspaper Claim’s Listing
10/27/2023 - 11/10/2023

Vendor Name, Payable Description .......  
................................. Total Payments

20/20 FX , 400 HOUR SERVICE 
BLOCK CONTRACT 23/24 ...........
.......................................... $3,979.40

ACES/ COMPUTER, NOV BILLING 
FOR SAFETYNET BDR .... $189.00

ADDICTED 2 STITCHIN, LABOR TO 
SEW SHERIFF PATCHES .. $10.00

ADVANCED DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
BRIDGE MAINT MATERIALS,  .........  

.......................................... $1,320.00
AHLERS & COONEY, P.C., PRO SER-

VICES + MILEAGE ........ $1,966.15
ALLIANT ENERGY, ELECT @ 

COUNTY PARKS  ............. $448.98
ALTA VISTA, CITY OF, RUT FM 

TRANSFER  .................... $4,040.28
ALWAYS BETTER STORE, 19-6 

RIFLE SLING ....................... $92.57
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES,  

UNIFORM .......................... $464.65
ANDERSON, WILMARCH, VAN DER 

MAATEN, BELAY & FRETHEIM, 
TEMP ATTY FOR CHICKASAW 
CO .................................... $3,651.32

ARMEL, RAY, MLG REIMB 308 DES 
MOINES APPRAISAL SEMINAR  
............................................. $201.74

ARROWHEAD SCIENTIFIC, SHER-
IFF BLOOD & URINE SPECIMEN 
KITS .................................... $243.92

ATCO INTERNATIONAL, CLEAN-
ING SOLUTION ................ $212.94

BABCOCK SERVICES, DIRT WORK 
FOR THE CARPORT - VA 
GRANT ............................... $200.00

BACK DOOR BAIT & TACKLE, 
WORMS FOR ANIMALS @ CON-
SERVATION ........................ $21.00

BARKER COMMUNICATIONS, SER-
VICE CALL FOR 911 CAMERAS .  
............................................. $450.00

BASSETT, CITY OF, RUT FM 
TRANSFER BASSETT ...... $896.16

BAXTER HEALTHCARE, EMS MED-
ICAL SUPPLIES ............. $9,059.39

BECKER, SHIRLEE, PEO TRAINING  
............................................... $30.00

BECKER, TODD, PEO TRAINING + 
MILEAGE............................. $31.97

BERST, MARLYS, PEO TRAINING...  
............................................... $30.00

BLACK HAWK COUNTY, ABAN-
DON VEHICLE NOTICE-SHER-
IFF ......................................... $30.50

BOB BARKER COMPANY, JAIL UNI-
FORM ................................. $154.65

BODENSTEINER IMPLEMENT COM-
PANY, CONSERVATION BRUSH 
& TREE PULLER ........... $4,317.99

BOEHMER, KATIE, 10.19 VA MEET-
ING ....................................... $25.00

BONNIE GAGE, HCF VOTING WAGE 
+ MILEAGE ......................... $91.67

BOUND TREE MEDICAL, EMS MED-
ICAL SUPPLIES ................ $287.74

BRENNAN CONSTRUCTION, 
BROS-C019(109)--8J-19 BLAZEK 

BRIDGE PAYMENT #4 .................
...................................... $473,956.49

BURT OSTERT, PEO TRAINING + 
MILEAGE............................. $52.40

BUTLER CO REC, TPNC ELECTRIC-
ITY ...................................... $648.14

BUTLER-BREMER MUTUAL TELE-
PHONE, NH SHOP & OFFICE 
PHONES - SHOP INTERNET ........
.......................................... $1,111.13

CAREY, RANAE, MILEAGE TO 
ICEOO CONFERNCE AND ICEA 
TRAINGING ...................... $315.32

CARQUEST OF NEW HAMPTON, 
SHERIFF SUPPLIES............ $41.18

CASTERTON-HUMPAL, MINDY, 
PEO TRAINING + MILEAGE .......
............................................... $30.66

CENTEC CAST METAL PRODUCTS, 
BRASS MARKERS & STAKES ....  
.......................................... $1,530.89

CHICKASAW COUNTY AG EXT DIS-
TRICT, PESTICIDE TRAINING  ...  
............................................. $315.00

CHICKASAW COUNTY AUDITOR, 
EMA FY 22-23 INSURANCE ........
.......................................... $6,254.65

CHICKASAW COUNTY POSTAGE 
METER, TREASURER MV POST-
AGE DUES ......................... $820.92

CJ COOPER & ASSOC,  DRUG TEST-
ING ....................................... $90.00

CLOUDCOVER USA, FIREWALL 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION ...........
.......................................... $3,056.00

COTT SYSTEMS, IMAGING OF DOC-
UMENTS ......................... $7,515.00

CROELL INC, CONCRETE @ AIR-
PORT LAKE ....................... $449.00

CULLIGAN  WATER CONDITION-
ING, WATER/COOLER RENTAL 
............................................. $193.77

DASH MEDICAL GLOVES, EXAM 
GLOVES ............................. $305.70

DIAMOND MOWERS, MOWER 
BLADES & PARTS ........ $5,964.61

DIETZENBACH, DONNA, PEO 
TRAINING + MILEAGE ..... $35.24

DIETZENBACH, LOREN, PEO 
TRAINING ........................... $30.00

DON’S TRUCK SALES, PARTS #31, 
#28, #26............................... $856.55

ELAN FINANCIAL SERVICES, 
HOTEL ROOM FALL CONF .........
............................................. $665.28

ELENZ, KEITH, FALL VA MILEAGE 
REIMBURSMENT ............. $630.10

EUROFINS ENVIRONMENT TEST-
ING, WATER SAMPLES .. $153.50

FIVE STAR COOPERATIVE, FUEL ...  
.......................................... $1,801.47

FLIRIS, RACHEL, PEO TRAINING 
10.23.23................................. $30.00

FREDERICKSBURG, CITY OF, 
FREDERICKSBURG SHOP UTIL-
ITIES ..................................... $89.34

GAGE PLBG & HTG, PLUMBING 
SUPPLIES........................... $667.79

GATR OF CEDAR RAPIDS, OUTSIDE 
REPAIRS #32 & EQUIP CON-
SUMEABLES .................. $4,923.31

GEO-COMM, EMA DISPATCH MAP
 .......................................... $8,665.00
GLASER, AMANDA, PEO TRAINING
 ............................................... $30.00
GORMAN, JASON, CHICKASAW 

COUNTY SIGNS  .............. $850.00
GOVERNMENT FORMS AND SUP-

PLIES, IA LICENSE PLATE EN-
VELOPES ........................... $675.00

HACKMAN, JACOB J, CSS MEETING
 ............................................... $22.27
HENRY ADKINS & SON, BALLOTS, 

TESTING, SUPPORT & HAN-
DLING ........................... $13,731.99

HOEY, KEITH, LODGING, MLG 
CEDAR RAPIDS USERS GROUP .
............................................. $271.10

IONIA, CITY OF, RUT FM TRANS-
FER IONIA AUG-SEPT-OCT ........
.......................................... $3,300.49

IOWA COUNTY CONSERVATION 
SYSTEM, WINTERFEST REG 
2024..................................... $390.00

IOWA SECRETARY OF STATE, NO-
TARY STAMP ..................... $90.00

ISAC, ELECTION/AUD TRAINING + 
REGISTRATION ............... $225.00

IVERSON, DAWN, PEO TRAINING + 
MILEAGE............................. $48.34

JENDRO,  RECYCLE PICKUP ............  

.......................................... $3,302.91
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL, CONSER-

VATION PARTS ................ $353.10
KNOLL, JOAN, PEO TRAINING ........  

............................................... $30.00
KOTTKE, RICH, 10.19 VA MEETING
 ............................................... $25.00
KWIK TRIP INC, GASOLINE .............  

.......................................... $1,954.57
L & R MANUFACTURING, WELD-

ING SUPPLIES .................. $315.08
LARKIN, DENISE, PEO TRAINING 

FOR 11/7 ELECTION .......... $30.00
LAUDNER, DAVID ,LODGING + 

MEAL REIMBURSMENT $336.56
LAWLER, CITY OF, RUT FM TRANS-

FER LAWLER AUG-SEPT-OCT ...  
.......................................... $2,453.05

LAWSON PRODUCTS, ELECTRICAL 
PARTS & SUPPLIES ......... $848.91

LEAF, COPIER LEASE 305MXT ........  
............................................. $456.71

LECHTENBERG, LINDA, PEO 
TRAINING + MILEAGE ..... $31.31

LEISURE TIME, UPS SHIPPING ........  
............................................... $47.42

LINN HAVEN REHAB & HEALTH-
CARE,  JAIL MEALS ........ $100.00

LOUGHLIN LAW FIRM, COURT AP-
POINTED ATTORNEY .. $1,237.50

LS SUPPLY & RENTAL, LUMBER 
FOR K-FELD SIGNS ......... $525.33

LUANA SAVINGS BANK, CHECKS 
FOR TREAS ACCT ............. $55.70

MAIL SERVICES, IOWA DOT RE-
NEWALS ............................ $449.57

MEBULBS, LIGHT BULBS .... $384.78
MID-AMERICAN RESEARCH, DURA 

PATCHER MATERIALS .. $468.25
MIENERGY COOPERATIVE, ELEC-

TRICITY CO PARKS ..... $1,708.66
NAPA MOTOR PARTS, EMA SUP-

PLIES .................................... $51.44
NASHUA REPORTER, OCT STATE-

MENT ................................. $940.24
NEW HAMPTON ELECTRIC, ELEC-

TRICAL PANEL REMOVAL ON 
SHELTER ........................... $412.50

NEW HAMPTON MUNICIPAL UTIL-
ITIES, ATTY PHONE, ATTY IN-
TERNET, EMA INTERNET $557.04

NEW HAMPTON TRIBUNE, OC-
TOBER (ELECTIONS, BP, HELP 
WANTED, COMM & BOARD) .....
............................................. $988.24

NEW HAMPTON, CITY OF, EMS 
BUILDING UTILITIES - 204 E 
PROSPECT ST ................... $289.98

NORSOLV SYSTEMS, EQUIP CON-
SUMABLES ....................... $238.95

NORTH WASHINGTON, CITY OF, 
RUT FM TRANSFER NORTH 
WASHINGTON AUG-SEPT-OCT

 .......................................... $2,194.93
NORTHEAST IOWA WHITEWASH-

ING, PEST CONTROL @ COUNTY 
BUILDINGS ....................... $313.87

NOSBISCH, RANDY, 10.19 VA 
MEETING............................. $25.00

ON TRACK SIGNS, SIGNS FOR 
K-FELD WILDLIFE AREA-RE-
FLECTIVE ....................... $2,335.75

OTTERS, ROSE, PEO TRAINING + 
MILEAGE REIMBURSMENT .......
............................................... $45.72

PHILIP L. ASCHEMAN, CRITICAL 
INCIDENT DEBRIEF/EVALUA-
TION ................................... $165.00

PLUNKETT’S PEST CONTROL, 
TPNC RODENT CONTROL ..........
............................................. $101.53

PRICHARD LAW OFFICE, COURT 
APPOINTED ATTY FEEq$1,452.00

PROTIVIN, CITY OF, RUT FM 
TRANSFER PROTIVIN AUG-
SEPT-OCT .......................... $692.00

QUALLEY, ROSE, PEO TRAINING + 
MILEAGE............................. $34.59

RAPID PRINTERS, CUSTODIAL SUP-
PLIES .................................. $294.86

RASMUSSEN, THERESA, PEO 
TRAINING ........................... $30.00

RHONDA POPPE, PEO TRAINING +  
MILEAGE REIMBURSMENT .......
............................................... $56.20

RILEY’S, TONER ................. $1,005.73
SCHUETH ACE HARDWARE, SUP-

PLIES .................................. $269.78
SCHWIG OUTDOORS, DOCK FOR 

AIRPORT LAKE - GRANT REIM-
BURSMENT .................. $19,534.53

SCOTT PHARMAC, JAIL MEDS ........  
............................................... $96.53

SECTOR, CRADLEPOINT ANNUAL 
RENEWAL ...................... $1,255.19

SHURTLEFF, DIANE, PEO TRAIN-
ING + MILEAGE ................. $45.72

SPEICHER, DEAN, 10.19 VA MEET-
ING ....................................... $25.00

STANTON ELECTRIC, LAMPS @ 
TPNC .................................. $163.78

STATE FOREST NURSERY, TREES 
FOR GILMORE WAPSI, K-FELD 
& LITTLE WAPSI .......... $2,930.00

SUPERIOR LUMBER, 3/4 X 18 NAIL 
STAKES FOR CEMENT FORMS ..  
............................................. $329.05

TANDY PERKINS, PEO TRAINING + 
MILEAGE............................. $45.72

TRUCK CENTER COMPANIES, 
PARTS #30 ........................... $20.98

TUPPER, JOANNE, PEO TRAINING + 
MILEAGE............................. $40.48

TYLER BUSINESS FORMS, 2023 
W2/1099 FORMS + ENVELOPES .
............................................. $299.37

U.S. CELLULAR, EMA PHONES .......  
............................................. $358.25

VANGUARD PUBLISHING, FBURG 
PUBLICATION FOR ELECTION..
............................................. $510.95

VERN LAURES AUTO CENTER, VE-
HICLE MAINTENANCE .. $798.73

VISA, EMA/911 VISA BILL ... $909.26
VISA ,ASSR SEMINAR REG DES 

MOINES & LDG ................ $633.60
VISA ,PUBLIC HLTH BACKGRND 

CHK, REG, SOFTWARE... $320.00
WATSON, INDIA ANN MAY, MEI 

FEE + MILEAGE REIMBURS-
MENT ................................. $235.80

WAYNE’S TRUCK EQUIP, TIRES & 
REPAIRS ......................... $1,268.10

WEGNER, NANCY, PEO TRAINING  
............................................... $30.00

WELTON, DOUGLASS, PEO TRAIN-
ING ....................................... $30.00

WEX, GASOLINE ..................... $47.38
WHITNEY REPORTING SER-

VICES, COPY OF DISPOSITIONS 
AGCR013211 ..................... $120.00

WINDSTREAM CORPORATION, 911 
PHONES ............................. $278.48

WINDSTREAM HOLDINGS,, 911 
PHONES ............................. $199.88

YSBRAND, MATTHEW, MILEAGE + 
LODGING REIMBURSMENT.......  
............................................. $202.28

ZEIEN, DIXIE, PEO TRAINING $30.00
ZETRON, 911 CONTRACT FULL-

FILLMENT .................... $14,278.77
ZIEGLER, EQUIP MANUALS, 

PARTS, FILTERS, BLADES, LU-
BRICANTS ...................... $8,307.14

ZIPSE, MARGE, HCF VOTING 
WAGE................................... $82.50      
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new clinic addition set to begin 
construction in the spring, 
including high quality hospital 
grade wood-like vinyl fl ooring, 
color schemes, cabinetry and 
more.

In the Radiology Department, 
he pointed out the changes that 
opened up the admissions area.

“People are able to see what’s 
going on. It doesn’t feel so 
claustrophobic,” he said. “We 
were able to create this nice big 
hallway to bring people back. 
If they are in a wheelchair, or 
whatever, we can get them in 
there without any issue.”

Joanie Behnke, radiology 
director, talked about the dif-
ferent forms of scans available: 
bone density, mammograms, 
traditional diagnostic X-ray, CT 
and MRI.

Rooms were rearranged and 
sometimes expanded during the 
Radiology Department remod-
eling so each function has its 
own space now.

One of the biggest changes is 
the upgrade to the department’s 
magnetic resonance imaging 
capabilities, Behnke said.

Whereas previously people 
received MRIs by going out-
side to a truck permanently 
located behind the hospital, the 
hospital’s new wide-bore MRI 
machine is located in its own 
room inside.

The increased size of the 
opening in the machine makes 
it more comfortable for larger 
patients or for those bothered 
by small spaces.

Behnke said an MRI typically 
takes 30 minutes to an hour.

The hospital also purchased 
a new CT (computed tomog-
raphy) machine, adding to the 
department’s state-of-the-art 
diagnostic capabilities.

Fails said the remodeling 
project price tag was about 
$2.3 million, but $1.2 million 
of that was for the new MRI 
and $600,000 was for the new 
CT machine, so only about 
$500,000 of that was for con-

struction and furnishing costs.
In addition to the new space 

for the separate services and 
radiology admissions, they also 
created a break room for radiol-
ogy employees and a “reading 
room” fi lled with computer 
displays to read the results of 
scans.

Dr. Ryan Smith, a diagnostic 
radiologist with Radiologists of 
North Iowa, who comes to the 
medical center twice a month 
for advanced diagnostic testing 
such as follow-up scans, swal-
lowing scans and breast biop-
sies, invited people to peek into 
the reading room to get an idea 
of how complex the technology 
has become.

The Emergency Department 
was next on the tour, and Fails 
said anyone familiar with the 
former ED arrangement would 
immediately see how they had 
opened up the space and creat-
ed a new ED entrance.

Rachel Conrad, emergency 
services director, said one of 
the new features is a dedicated 

triage room, where patients can 
be examined in private before 
being moved back to the emer-
gency room beds.

If needed, the triage room 
can also be used for an ED 
patient.

City of Nashua
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

City Council Chambers, City Hall
The Nashua City Council met in 

special session on November 8, 2023, 
in Council Chambers at City Hall.  The
meeting was called to order at 6:00PM 
with Mayor Pro Tem Harold Kelleher 
III presiding.  Council members present 
were Jake Johnson, Samantha Johnson,
Harold Kelleher III, Tim Malven and
Ernie Willsher. City employee(s) City 
Clerk John Ott was in attendance and 
Attorney Ronald Pepples participated
remotely. There were no guests in atten-
dance.    

Mayor ProTem Kelleher asked for
consideration approving the regular
agenda. J. Johnson/M, Willsher/S, M/C.
RC: 5 ayes.    

Mayor Pro Tem Kelleher asked for 
public comments:  There were none. 

Mayor Pro Tem Kelleher called for 
a motion to go into closed session.  S.
Johnson/M to end open session and go
into closed session. Malven/S. M/C. RC: 
all ayes.  The meeting went into closed 
session at 6:01PM.  The reason the coun-
cil went into closed session 21.5(1)(c) of 
the Iowa Code to discuss strategy with
counsel in matters that are presently in
litigation or where litigation is imminent
where its disclosure would be likely to
prejudice or disadvantage the position of 
the governmental body in that litigation.  
After Attorney Ronald Pepples provided 
the council with an update. S. Johnson/M 
to end the closed session and resume 
open session.  J. Johnson/S, M/C. RC: all 
ayes. The closed session ended and open 
session resumed at 6:16PM. J. Johnson
motioned to withdraw all objections and 
consent to the final report for the Grandy 
Estate. S. Johnson/S, M/C. RC: all ayes.    

Action/Discussion:
The council discussed the hiring of 

a new public works/maintenance em-
ployee. J. Johnson/M to make an offer to 
applicant Reece Reams for $19/Hour and 
a $.50 increase after attaining his CDL. 
Malven/S, M/C. RC: all ayes.   

The council discussed the issue with 
speeding and 4 way stops. The council
talked about removing the stop sign on
Greeley St. at the corner of Lexington
and Greeley. They also discussed adding 
a 4 way stop sign at the Intersection of 
Andrews and Panama and Greeley St.
and Panama St. City Clerk Ott will draft 
an Ordinance for the council to review.    

There was no other business:
J. Johnson/M to adjourn, Willsher/S, 

M/C. RC: all ayes. The meeting ad-
journed at 6:49PM. 

Pending Approval by Council 
John Ott  

No. 23428
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Hospital says remodeling improves patient experience
HOSPITAL: FROM 1

Bob Steenson/Charles City Press
Emergency Services Director Rachel Conrad (left) tells 
an open house tour group about the changes in the 
Emergency Department, including the addition of a triage 
room behind the large door next to her. 
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Nelson Z.

 ��� ��� ������ 	�� �
��	� 	
�� 	�
���� ��� 	
�� ������� �
����������� �)�� 	
��
���	
�
����
������������	��	�����
�����,��
��������	
��������*����
�	���
���������
��
�����	�
���	����	��	
����
��	�����
��������	�	����	��	�

Gregory B.

+������������	�
�����*����	
��	�
�������	
�������
��*����	
��
	�
������
��'�����	�����
������	�	
��	�
����

Mackenzie B.

&�
�	������	�
�	
��	�
�����"�
���	������������������	��	������	����	�
����	�����	
�������	��	�

Brinley M.

&�
�	������	���������	����������
�����	���
����%����������
��-
�������	��	����	
��������(
���������	���
��'�����	����(
��	������	�
��	����	
����������������	��	�

Josie M.
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Dairy Treat
Bringing Joy to Cedar Valley

�������	�
��
�
����	�����
���
������������

���� �!�		�"���	�����#��$� ��%

�������	�
��
�
����	�����
���
������������

���� �!�		�"���	�����#��$� ��%

��&�
�,'���
��)�*�+#��
���
������������

Dairy Treat
Bringing Joy to Cedar Valley

��&�
�,'���
��)�*�+#��
���
������������

Dairy Treat
Bringing Joy to Cedar Valley

�&��$���- ��.��
���)�*�+#��
����)�/���0���������

�&��$���- ��.��
���)�*�+#��
����)�/���0���������

�&��$���- ��.��
���)�*�+#��
����)�/���0���������

�&��$���- ��.��
���)�*�+#��
�����&����)�/���0���������

�&��$���- ��.��
���)�*�+#��
�����&����)�/���0���������

�&��,#� +��1�2���)�*�+#��
����)�������������

�&��,#� +��1�2���)�*�+#��
����)�������������

formerly Peoples Insurance Agency

�&��1 ���� ���� 34�5�)�������������

���������#�
� ����)�*�+#��
����)����������&��

�*!�



         How to cook a 
     Thanksgiving Turkey

According to Nashua-Plainfield 1st Graders

������������	
����
���	�
��������������
����
�����
��������
�
��	�����
�������������
����������
��������������������
��������

Kael. H.

�������	���	
�������������	��� �������
��������
���	�!"���
�����
���#"�����
����������
�������������
������������

Presley L.

$����
������������	���	��	������ �%��������
���&������
�����
��	�����
������������

Aubrey R.

'������������������	���(���������
������
��������
���	�#"���
���)��
%������&���
��%�%%�	��
��������
��������������������

�	����&��

Carter C.

*���%�������	
����
��������
����
����
�����%�����
���
�������������	�
+���
��������������%��
��%�������
�%&������'�,��	������������

Nicholas G.

*���%�������
��������
���	�����
��������-���.���	�����������������
Ryker. E.

/�	�����
���0���������������
���
���0��������������
���0��������
���
�
��������	���'�,��
�
�����&�
����%�����
�����
���
��������	��0���
*������
������	�-���
����
��������
��1���2�������3

Aurora B.

)�
����	�����	
�������
�%�������
��������
��*���
������������
�����
4��
������	��"����������""��� �������
����	�%&�����
���������

Christopher L.

$�������	
�������������	���5�����
�����
��������
���	�#6���
7
���������
������������������	
��

Paisley M.

/�	��������
��������������
�
�����8��%�������
��������
���	�!���
��
���!"���.���	������������������������	
��

Easton L.

5��%�������
���	����
�	�����	������
������(��������
�������9�7
�	���������������	�����������

Anna B.

$����������	
����	����������	������
���������%��
��%�������
�
�������
���	������(�
�����	��&&�������.���	�����������������

Alexis H.

'���
,��

������	�������������	
����'���
,��

�������������
����
Lewis M.

/�	�����������������	
�������
��	�
�������������������
����
�
�����������
�������	�+"���
���������"���5��&���������&��
���������

Abby S.

Page A7 Nashua Reporter 17 November 2023

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

How to cook a 
Thanksgiving Turkey

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

By Mrs. Moore’s Class
Nashua-Plainfield First Grade Class

�������	�
��
�
����	�����
���
������������

���� �!�		�"���	�����#��$� ��%

�������	�
��
�
����	�����
���
������������

���� �!�		�"���	�����#��$� ��%

formerly Peoples Insurance Agency

�&��' ���� ���� ()�*�+��������������������������� �������������

Butler County REC

��&�
�,-���
��+�.�/#��
���
������������

Dairy Treat
Bringing Joy to Cedar Valley

CEDAR VALE
ASSISTED LIVING
�&&���--��0�	��+�.�/#��
����+����������&�&

CEDAR VALE
ASSISTED LIVING
�&&���--��0�	��+�.�/#��
����+����������&�&

�&��$���1 ��2��
���+�.�/#��
����+�3���4���������

�&��$���1 ��2��
���+�.�/#��
����+�3���4���������

�&��$���1 ��2��
���+�.�/#��
�����&����+�3���4���������

�&��$���1 ��2��
���+�.�/#��
�����&����+�3���4���������

�&��$���1 ��2��
���+�.�/#��
�����&����+�3���4����������&��$���1 ��2��
���+�.�/#��
����+�3���4���������

���������#�
� ����+�.�/#��
����+����������&��

�.!�

���������#�
� ����+�.�/#��
����+����������&��

�.!�

/�	���������������������	
����	���������	�����8������
�&&������
(�������������
��
�����
����%�������
������
����
�������	��:���
%��������
��������
���	��
����	����6�������
����%����%������
���2�
&���������&��
���������

Maren M.



POLICE OFFICER : Indianola Police 
Department is taking applications 
for the positions of Police/Patrol Of-
fi cer. Obtain applications by visiting 
https://indianolaiowa.applicantpro.
com/jobs , choose Police Offi  cer. 
Deadline 1/5/2024 EOE

ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off  Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-913-1560

GENERAC STANDBY Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-855-954-
5087

REPLACE YOUR roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Off er 50% off  installation + 
Additional 10% off  install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-974-
5952

ALUMACRAFT, CRESTLINER 
BOATS, YAMAHA, MERCURY OUT-
BOARDS. STARK’S PRICE IS BEST. 
PH 608-326-2478

ARE YOU a pet owner? Do you want 
to get up to 100% back on Vet Bills? 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Com-
pany has pet coverage that can help! 
Call 1-888-680-3016 to get a free 
quote or visit mfcp. (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-846-
4036. (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Aff ordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call 1-866-585-7073. (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Aff ordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 844-316-8181. (mcn)

BECOME A Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-516-0706 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Midwest (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-1258. 
(mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-973 
-9175 www.dental50plus.com/
https://www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258 (mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CAN-
CER and 65+? You may qualify for 
a substantial cash award. NO obli-
gation! We’ve recovered millions. Let 
us help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-1701. 
(mcn)

DIRECTV SPORTS Pack. 3 Months 
on Us! Watch pro and college sports 
LIVE. Plus over 40 regional and spe-
cialty networks included. NFL, Col-
lege Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. 
(mcn)

DON’T LET the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn)

DONATE YOUR car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
429-2331 today! (mcn)

DONATING YOUR vehicle? Get 
more! Free Towing. Tax Deductible. 
Plus a $200 restaurant voucher and 
a 2-night/3-day hotel stay at one of 
50 locations. Call Heritage for the 
Blind to donate your vehicle today - 
1-855-977-7030. (mcn)

ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off  Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

FREE HIGH-SPEED internet for 
those that qualify. Government pro-
gram for recipients of select pro-
grams incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing 
Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 
GB internet service. Bonus off er: An-
droid tablet FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & handling. Call 
Maxsip Telecom today! 1-866-443-
3789. (mcn)

GET PAID $1000s Daily - Home 
Based Business! http://best.pous.us 
Option: Advertising Done For You! 
World Wide Opportunity! FREE! Staf-
ford, POBox 293, Lamar, MO 64759 
1-417-660-4157 http://L.pous.us 
(mcn)

GIVE A GREAT GIFT this Season. 
Send 100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! This 
package comes with 8 FREE Pure-
Ground Filet Mignon Burgers! Or-
der The Butcher’s Deluxe Package! 
ONLY $99.99. Call 1-888-673-1224 
and mention code 74222DRL or 
visit www.omahasteaks.com/De-
luxe8465. (mcn)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 States. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs help veterans 
fi nd work or start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call to-
day for a FREE QUOTE from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. 
Let us take the stress out of moving! 
Speak to a Relocation Specialist, call 
877-327-0795. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner, Speedmas-
ter.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

PREPARE FOR power outages to-
day with a GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request 
a FREE Quote. Call now before the 
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789 
(mcn)

REPLACE YOUR roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Off er up to 50% off  installation 
+ Additional 10% off  install (for mil-
itary, health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
907-2386. (mcn)

SAFE STEP. North Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off  for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-290 
-5083. (mcn)

SHOP W/ A Viasat Expert For High 
Speed Satellite Internet. New Cus-
tomer Deals In Your Area. Nation-
wide Service. New Service For 2023. 
888-906-3315. (mcn)

SWITCH AND save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with fl exible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. 
For more information, call 1-888-
909-7338. (mcn)

SWITCH TO DISH and get up to a 
$300 gift card! Plus get the Multis-
port pack included for a limited time! 
Hurry, call for details: 1 -855-434-
0020. (mcn)

THE BATHROOM of your dreams in 
as little as 1 day. Limited Time Off er 
- $1000 off  or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality ma-
terials & professional installation. Se-
nior & Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

THE COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and fi nancial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, 
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. 
(mcn)

TROUBLE HEARING your TV? Try 
TV EARS Voice Clarifying Wireless 
TV Speaker. Better than a soundbar 
and/or turning the TV volume way 
up. Special, limited time $50 off  of-
fer. Call TV Ears. Use code MBSP50. 
Call 1-844-455-0505. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY your manufactured 
or mobile home 1990 and newer 
CENTURY HOMES of OSKALOOSA 
641-672-2344 (mcn)

WESLEY FINANCIAL Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 877 -326-1608. (mcn)
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. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

2023
NASHUA

Contact us to get 
YOUR Business 

Included! 
801 Riverside Dr

Charles City, Iowa
641-394-2111

WANT TO BE INCLUDED?

Contact Laurie - accounting@nhtrib.com

Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 6:00pm

12 Woodbridge Street
Nashua, Iowa 50658
(641) 435-2102

Dr. Alex Anthofer
Chiropractic Physician

CHIROPRACTIC

FINANCIAL HEATING & PLUMBING

Cooperative, Comfortable & Personal Service

Allen Pederson

INSURANCE

Trust in Tomorrow.

INSURANCE

Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
Independent agents here for you

Medicare Supplements, PDP Plans,  
Medicare Advantage, Individual Health,  
Long Term Care, Life Ins., COST Plans

brianulrichs@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook - Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
www.ulrichsinsurance.com

122 N. 2nd St.
P.O. Box 611
Greene, IA 50636 Office: 641-816-4276

MISC.

Butler County REC

INTERNET / TV / PHONE

Your Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the World

Digital TV
• Over 235 of your 
favorite channels, 
including digital 
pause, HD and 

premium channels 
like HBO & Starz.

High Speed 
Internet

• Unlimited, Ultra-fast, 
Ultra-reliable internet 

with speeds up 
to 1 Gbps.

Telephone
• Safe, secure, 

and reliable.  Our 
phone service 

keeps you 
connected with 

those who matter 
to you.

715 Main Street • Plainfield, Iowa

319-276-4458
www.Butler-Bremer.com

ATTORNEY

641.228.4500
1300 Grove St. PO Box 454

Charles City, IA

541.732.3796
515 State Street

Osage, IA

www.walkprichard.com

Todd Prichard
Mark Walk

William Baresel
Aaron Murphy
Mark E. Huegel

Law • Financial • Tax • Titles

PHYSICAL, OCCUPATIONAL & SPEECH THERAPY

NASHUA THERAPY CLINIC
80 Amhearst Blvd. Suite 300, Nashua, IA

P: 641-435-4476 • F: 641-435-4491
taylorphysicaltherapy.com

Treating Adult and Pediatric Patients!

ELECTRIC

Local Service for Over 50 Years

Stanton Electric
618 N. Sherman, New Hampton, IA 50659

641-394-3068
www.stantonelectricllc.com

Agricultural • Industrial 
Commercial • Residential

Fast, Professional and Courteous Service

Call us for all your electrical needs, no job too big or too small!

Are you looking for a career change? Would you

people? First Security is looking for friendly, upbeat,
and reliable individuals to join our team.

•
•
• Scheduled pay reviews
• Work life balance
•
• Pay dependent upon experience
•
•
• 401 (k) Match

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES

Member FDICEqual Opportunity Employer

Scan the code to learn more
and apply today!

Why Subscribe? Reason

 #7

Call to Subscribe 641.394.2111 
801 Riverside Dr., Charles City, IA 50616
We’re online at www.nhtribune.news

Just because an news item isn’t ground-
breaking on a national level doesn’t mean 
it’s not worth reporting on. Whether it’s 
a charity initiative or a curious discovery 
made by a local resident –  our lives 
are fi lled with notable events and local 
newspapers highlight those.

NASHUA
REPORTER

Call 
641.394.2111

TO
SUBSCRIBE

TO THE
Nashua 

Reporter
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Thank You Farmers!

520 W. Milwaukee St., 
New Hampton, IA

www.iowafarmbureau.com

Thank you to the area 
farmers who work on 
Acres raising corn & 

soybeans, not in Hours. 

We salute you!

2 North Linn Ave., New Hampton, IA • 641-394-2114
NEW HAMPTON

NoNoN tttrtrthhhhhh LiLiLiLiLiLinnn AAAAAAveve N
LOCALLY OWNED

Thank you to all the Farmers for 
your time and dedication in the 

production of corn and soybeans!

Thank You 
to all the 

Corn & Soybean 
Growers for all your 

hard work
& dedication!

MARV & ZIP’S
REPAIR, INC.

TRACTOR REPAIR 

412 W. Milwaukee
New Hampton, IA 50659

641-394-3060
www.marvandzips.com

DEAN STUMME

Snow Blowers, Mowers and 
Chainsaw Sales & Repair

Seeds and Service for Success
Tom Fye

Seed Agronomist

Thank you to all the 
corn and soybean farmers for all your 

hard work and dedication!

www.butlerrec.coop | 319-267-2726

Thank you to the hardworking 

and dedicated farmers for all you 

do to keep food on our tables.

We promote Iowa Agriculture and Salute our Area Farmers

If you are going 
to produce 
it... someone 
needs to dry it... 
and someone 
needs to store 
it. We can 
help you with 
that,  call the 
professionals at:

Joe Holschlag, Owner
Dial 641-394-3057
4 Miles South of New Hampton
www.grainbinsales.com

Serving  all your agronomy, 
energy, feed & grain needs

www.viafield.com

Committed to be the full-service
provider of choice enhancing the success of 

our customers, team and communities.

Call 641-715-1203
Area Locations:

Randalia • Sumner • Elgin 
Charles City • Maynard • Oelwein

Marble Rock • Rudd • Rockford
Manly • Grafton • Northwood
Carpenter • Myrtle • London

We salute all Corn & Soybean Growers. Thanks for a job well done!We salute all Corn & Soybean Growers. Thanks for a job well done!

NEW HAMPTON RED POWER
2205 240th Street, New Hampton

(641) 394-3178   
www.redpowerteam.com

A primer on Iowa Corn!
SWEET CORN VS. FIELD CORN

Only one percent of corn planted in the United States is sweet 
corn.

99 percent of corn grown in Iowa is “Field Corn”. When Iowa’s 
corn farmers deliver corn from the fi eld, it’s “Field Corn”.  Not the 
delicious sweet corn you might enjoy on the cob or in a can.

Field corn is the classic big ears of yellow dented corn you see 
dried and harvested in the fall. It’s called “dent corn” because of 
the distinctive dent that forms on the kernel as the corn dries.

While a small portion of “Field Corn” is processed for use as 
corn cereal, corn starch, corn oil and corn syrup for human con-
sumption, it is primarily used for livestock feed, ethanol produc-
tion and manufactured goods. It’s considered a grain.

Sweet corn is what people purchase fresh, frozen or canned for 
eating. It’s consumed as a vegetable. Unlike “Field Corn”, which is 
harvested when the kernels are dry and fully mature, sweet corn is 
picked when immature. 

WHAT IS IT USED FOR?
Iowa leads the nation in ethanol production, with 57 percent 

(1.5 billion bushels) of the corn grown in Iowa going to create 
nearly 27 percent of all American ethanol.

960 million bushels or 42 percent of Iowa Corn went directly 
into livestock feed. In livestock feeding, one bushel of corn con-
verts to about 8 pounds of beef, 15.6 pounds of pork, or 21.6 
pounds of chicken. Learn more.

One bushel of corn produces 17 pounds of DDGS as well as 2.8 
gallons of ethanol. Learn more.

1.494 billion bushels of Iowa corn in the 2018/19 marketing 
year went into corn processing used in the wet mill industry for 
food and industrials usage. Learn more.

14 percent or 2.065 billion bushels of Iowa corn was exported 
out of the state in the 2018/19 marketing year. In an average year, 
Iowa produces more corn than most countries. Learn more.

Corn is in more than 4,000 grocery store items a few examples 
include: shampoo, toothpaste, chewing gum, marshmallows, cray-
ons and paper. Learn more.

DEBUNKING FOOD & FUEL MYTHS 
Many products depend on corn as well, from paper goods and 

cardboard packaging, to all the meat, milk, eggs, poultry and other 
protein products that come from corn-fed animals.

Farmers and ranchers that provide our meat, milk and eggs 
depend on genetically enhanced crops as critical components in 
production of their animals’ feed. Livestock in the U.S. have been 
fed genetically modifi ed crops since they were fi rst introduced in 
1996.

Humans have also been consuming genetically modifi ed 
(GMO) foods since 1996 also. Hundreds of scientifi c studies have 
confi rmed the safety of these biotechnology products. In fact in 
the United States, alone, 9 billion food-producing animals are 
produced annually, with 95 percent of them consuming feed that 
contains genetically engineered ingredients meaning consumers 
come in contact with GMO’s on a daily basis.

Oil, not corn, has been driving up global food prices. The World 
Bank conducted research determining crude oil as the number 
one determinant of global food prices. The cost of energy from oil 
is integral to so much of the 84 percent of what makes up grocery 
costs. When the price of oil goes up, so does food prices.

The great thing about corn is that it provides:
• A renewable, environmentally-friendly fuel source (Ethanol)

• Animal feed for livestock which is important to our food sup-
ply

• Exports supplying the world with corn and corn products 
which boosts our economy

• Food ingredients necessary for preparing many of our favorite 
meals

• Bio-based, renewable materials for industrial uses such as 
bioplastics  

OTHER FUN CORN FACTS
• Corn can be produced in various colors including blackish, 

bluish-gray, purple, green, red and white but the most common 
color grown is yellow

• There is one silk for every kernel that grows in an ear of corn
• The number of kernels per ear can vary from 500 to about 

1,200, but a typical ear would have 800 kernels in 16 rows
• Corn is grown in every continent except Antarctica
• One acre of corn is about the size of a football fi eld
• A bushel of corn is 56 pounds, about the weight of a large bag 

of dog food.
• A single corn bushel can sweeten about 400 cans of soda 

pop. 
SOURCE: iowacorn.org

STANTON ELECTRIC
618 North Sherman | New Hampton, Iowa

(641) 394-3068 | stantonelectricllc.com

THANK A FARMER.
We are proud to  support our 
local farmers & ag industries!

changes come in the middle and upper 
weights. Those new weights are 144, 
150, 157, 165, 175, 190 and 215. The 
heavyweight class (285 pounds) also 
remains unchanged. 

“They take a survey across the U.S. 
and then they average it out and see 
where the kids – what weight class 
they’re more prone to be around,” said 
Frost. “I think the philosophy is there’s 
going to be more kids around those 
new weight classes than the old weight 
classes. I don’t know if it’s going to 
promote the fact that it’s going to get 
more kids out for wrestling. I can’t see 
that as an advantage at all.” 

Here’s where the problem lies for 
N-P. 

“We’ve got some kids that gained 
some weight in the upper weights and 
yet for the most part they dropped fi ve 
to six weight pounds in every weight 
classes in the upper part,” said Frost. 

That means there’s no time to waste 
as far as Frost’s Huskies watching what 
they eat, training hard to lose weight 
and staying mentally sharp in antici-
pation of the season opener at Mason 
City Newman on Thursday, Nov. 30. 
Frost said his team will conduct body-
fat testing Wednesday morning. The 

fi rst offi  cial wrestling practice allowed 
by the state was this past Monday, 
Nov. 13. 

“They’ve gotta get right in the 
weight-cutting mode right now,” said 
Frost. “We gotta be pretty close down 
to weight within one or two pounds 
because the following week we got 
competition.” 

N-P sported a mark of 28-4 in dual 
competition in 2022-2023 and quali-
fi ed 13 wrestlers out of the 14 weight 
classes last year, which broke a school 
record. 

The Huskies are ranked third accord-
ing to IAwrestle’s preseason dual rank-
ings. N-P returns eight state qualifi ers 
– headlined by junior Jayden Rinken. 

Rinken won his fi rst state title last 
year as a sophomore at 106 and will 
bump up to 120 pounds this year.

Also back for more state success 
is junior Nic Brase (113) and senior 
Titus Evans (170). Brase and Evans 
each placed fi fth last year at state. 

Frost has nine varsity wresters 
returning and eight seniors. 

 “Not everyone of those guys are 
gonna be in the lineup,” said Frost 
about his seniors. 

Also returning this year are state 
qualifiers Hayden Munn (120), 
Jackson Carey (152), Eli Kalainoff  

(160), Tate White (182) and Aiden 
Sullivan (195). Sullivan picked up 
three pins last year at the traditional 
state tournament, but did not place. 
A prime example of just how tough it 
is to place at state – especially after 
the state bumped up state qualifi ers in 
each weight bracket by eight wrestlers 
to 24. 

Frost graduated two-time state 
champ Garret Rinken. Rinken now 
wrestles for the University of Northern 
Iowa and was the most decorated 
Husky wrestler in program history 
(209-4). Three of Rinken’s losses came 
in his freshman season at 106 pounds 
when he placed third. His only loss 
after his freshman season was a stun-
ning upset at the hands of fellow UNI 
Panther teammate Brandon Paez of 
Lisbon in the state fi nals his junior 
year at 120 pounds.

Kendrick Huck – a three-time state 
place winner in his terrifi c Husky 
career – also graduated. Huck placed 
eighth at state last year at 132 pounds.  

N-P also graduated state qualifi -
ers from a year ago in Kaden Wilken 
(138), Jackson Zwanziger (220) and 
Landon Pratt (285). 

The N-P quad on Nov. 30 at 
Newman includes the host Knights, 
Garner-Hayfi eld-Ventura and Lake 

Mills.  
The N-P girls wrestling squad opens 

the season at Decorah on Saturday. 
The Huskies are again coached by N-P 
alum Reece Reams. 

Reams has seven girls out this win-
ter according to N-P’s roster posted 

on trackwrestling.com. Those Huskies 
are Elexa O’Neill (135), Lily Jones 
(170), Nevaeh Bloker (170), Emerson 
Franzen (170), Jesse Trevino (190), 
Eden Lamborn (235) and Amberley 
Gerholdt, who wrestled at 115 pounds 
last year. 

Huskies welcome back plenty of talent
WRESTLING: FROM 3

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Nashua-Plainfi eld wrestler Aiden Gelner shows off his athleticism 
during practice on Wednesday.
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Thank you to all the
hardworking farmers 
who plow, grow and 

harvest to feed
our country!

1930 N Linn Dr. New Hampton, IA
641-394-3744

www.agvantagefs.com

Farmers...Experts in the Field
Thank You to all our local 

farmers for your contribution 
to the community. It is your 

hard work and dedication that 
makes the heart & soul of our 

local agriculture industry.

Turn to AgVantage FS for next-generation 
agronomy, energy and marketing solutions

319-276-4458 • www.butler-bremer.com
Digital TV, Phone & High Speed Internet

Thank You Farmers!Thank You Farmers!
It isn't the farm that makes the Farmer, It isn't the farm that makes the Farmer, 
It's the love, hard work and character.It's the love, hard work and character.

Your Connection to the World

DO YOU HAVE THE RIGHT

       COVERAGE
              FOR YOUR FARMING OPERATION!

Mother Nature and fluctuating market prices are enough to keep any 
producer on their toes. As the elements change, so does the risk factor to 
your farming operation. With thin profit margins, it is more important than 

ever to have the right crop insurance coverage.

Contact your local Farmers MutualHail agent today to develop the best 
crop insurance plan to protect your farming operation.

Insurance Associates of Lawler, Inc.
Auto • Home• Farm • Crop • Commercial

FMH is an equal opportunity provider.

John Cuvelier, Agent  
cuvy1955@gmail.com

Renee Throndson, Agent
reneeiaol@gmail.com

402 E. Grove • PO Box 89
Lawler, Iowa • 563-238-5131

Stop in and visit with our experienced 
Ag Lenders for all of your 

CITIZENS SAVINGS BANK

Thank you to all the hardworking 
farmers who grow the crops, 

corn and soybeans to feed us.

15 E. Main St. 
New Hampton 
641-394-2245

Shop Onlinewww.vernlauresautocenter.com

Farmers harvest more than crops,
They harvest months of hard work, 

early mornings and late nights. 
Thank you for your dedication!

1950 N. Linn Ave., New Hampton   
641.394.3025

We are proud to support our Agricultural Industry.

www.geertsphc.com
913 N. Linn, New Hampton
641-394-3369

25 W. Main St., New Hampton, IA
641-394-2158

Chickasaw Mutual 
Insurance Assoc.

Providing Dependable 
Farm Insurance 

since 1875.
Call us today to make 
sure your coverage 

is complete.

India, the quiet giant, off ers opportunity for Iowa soy 
BY KRISS NELSON

Iowa Soybean Association

Earlier this year, India surpassed 
China as the world’s most populous 
country, reaching more than 1.4 bil-
lion people. And the country is only 
showing signs of growth. China’s pop-
ulation, meanwhile, is declining.

“China is in signifi cant demographic 
decline, which they will not be com-
ing out of anytime soon,” says Frank 
Kelly, founder and managing partner 
of Fulcrum Macro Advisors. By the 
year 2100, China’s population could be 
as small as 500 million.

Although China will remain a criti-
cal market for U.S. exports, including 
soy, Kelly believes little attention has 
been paid to the “quiet giant” of the 
globe, India.

Iowa Soybean Association (ISA) 
President-elect Brent Swart thinks 
market diversifi cation when he hears 
about growth in a country, especially 
one that’s not a signifi cant soybean 
buyer.

According to Trade Data Monitor, 
India imported more than 160,000 
metric tons of soy products (primarily 
soybean oil) from the U.S. in 2022. 
China meanwhile, was the U.S.’s larg-
est export destination, importing near-
ly 30 million tons of soy products (pri-
marily whole soybeans) from the U.S.

“It’s exciting to be able to diversify 
our exports by having the potential to 
bring our product into a developing 
country like India,” says Swart, who 
grows soybeans and corn near Spencer 
in Clay County.

A reliable soy supplier
India is the world’s largest vegetable 

oil importer — with 75% of its sun-
fl ower seed oil coming from Ukraine. 
Sourcing a majority of their oil from a 
country engaged in war is risky, Kelly 
notes.

“I don’t know what India’s appetite 
is for soybeans, but going to where 
the market is safe and secure, like 
the United States, you would think, is 
going to be a huge factor moving for-
ward,” says Kelly.

The U.S. has credibility in being a 
reliable supplier in recent years, says 
Mac Marshall, vice president of mar-
ket intelligence for the United Soybean 
Board.

“During the 2021-22 marketing 
year, when there were disruptions to 
the global supply of vegetable oils, 
India turned to the United States for a 
couple of large spot orders of soybean 
oil,” says Marshall. “When other sup-

plies became less available, the U.S. 
became a reliable and critical custom-
er.”

When soybean meal became less 
available to India in 2021, the U.S. 
again stepped up with available ship-
ments.

“When you combine this reliability 
with the potential of the market from 
an animal productivity standpoint, 
there are opportunities,” Marshall 
notes.

Growing protein markets
More people to feed means more 

demand for protein, Swart notes. 
“That presents a lot of opportunities 
for us as soybean farmers,” he says.

How much demand for soy? It 
depends on the growth in various mar-
kets, including the animal sector and 
its need for soy-based feed.

“Anytime we talk about markets 
where there is population growth and 
economic potential, we talk about 
increased protein consumption and 
what that means for soy, which is a 
critical piece for making animal pro-
tein,” says Marshall.

India is one of the largest shrimp 
producers, and has a rapidly expand-
ing aquaculture industry.

“The aquaculture industry is a 
growing sector that is going to demand 
increasing amounts of soybean meal in 
the years to come for many reasons,” 
says Marshall. “Not only will they be 
seeking a high protein, high-quality 
soybean meal, but fi sh meal is per-
petually getting harder to source, so 
soybean meal plays an important role 
in that aquaculture space.”

Soybean meal could also fi nd its 
place in the terrestrial animal market.

Although there are cultural limita-

tions to India’s protein consumption, 
poultry is increasingly becoming a part 
of the diet. Still below the world poul-
try consumption per capita, India’s 
poultry consumption has increased by 
nearly 40% in the last decade.

“These markets take time to devel-
op, but the metrics around the trajec-
tory we see on poultry consumption 
are encouraging in the future,” says 
Marshall.

A quarter of the world’s dairy cows 
are in India. Although the country’s 
dairy growers face challenges in effi  -
ciency, and their milk production 
pales in comparison to the United 
States, the inclusion of soybeans in 
dairy rations could heighten demand 
for U.S. soy. Research funded by the 
soybean checkoff  is looking at the use 
of full-fat, high oleic soybeans in dairy 
rations and the potential to improve 
milk production.

“Here is a value-added channel 
we have for high oleic soybeans, and 
a market with a key trading partner 
that has underproduction of milk on 
a per-animal basis,” Marshall says. 
“There could be an opportunity there.”

Market headwinds
Kirk Leeds, chief executive offi  cer 

for ISA, isn’t as optimistic about the 
India market. He’s seen the poverty 
while on a trade mission to India. He’s 
aware of the challenges as they relate 
to food security, consumer perceptions 
of food and feed production technol-
ogies, and the restrictions in place as 
they relate to trade.

“I wish I could be more optimistic 
about India, but it is not going to be 
a large market anytime soon,” says 
Leeds, who has worked with and for 
soybean farmers at ISA for more than 

30 years. “However, that doesn’t mean 
we shouldn’t work to seize opportuni-
ties to export U.S. soybeans to India 
when they arise. They are in desperate 
need of increasing the protein in their 
diets.”

In September 2023, India, the 
largest world exporter of rice, began 
restricting rice exports to tame domes-
tic prices.

“The people of India are worried 
about their agriculture and having to 
feed themselves. They are hoarding,” 
says Kelly, the founder at Fulcrum, the 
political and regulatory risk advisory 
fi rm in Washington, D.C. “A lot of this 
goes to the Ukraine War with the Black 
Sea Grain Initiative being broken by 
Russians actively attacking Ukraine 
grain shipments.”

Work continues in India and glob-
ally in sharing the attributes of using 
genetically modifi ed technologies in 
food and feed production, Marshall 
says.

ISA Senior Director of Market 
Development Grant Kimberley shares 
Leeds’ sentiment on India.

“There may be small windows of 
exports, but in order for U.S. soy sales 
to grow in India, the country must 
continue to relax their regulations and 
trade barriers, which could happen if 
they experience more food shortages,” 
says Kimberley, adding he is more 
optimistic about trade opportunities 
in other areas of South Asia including 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Pakistan.

“As more customers experience the 
attributes of U.S. soy meal, the hope 
is other markets will look more to the 
U.S. as a critical provider in the years 
to come.” Marshall says.

Is progress being made?
India is working on reducing trade 

restrictions and developing deeper 
relationships with the United States, 
Australia, Europe and Japan.

“There have been more free market 
agreements, more sales and building 
tremendous relationships between the 
United States and India,” says Kelly. 
Although India faces challenges to its 
infrastructure and markets, the coun-
try is rapidly evolving with the devel-
opment of a large middle class, Kelly 
says.

With the potential of increased 
availability of U.S. soybean meal, now 
is the time to look at more global mar-
kets, including India.

“There is potential for economic 
growth on the heels of a very large 
population in India,” says Marshall. 
“As we think about the increasing 

demand for soy meal from the poultry 
and aquaculture space, there could be 
a great opportunity for customers in 
India to enjoy U.S. origin soy meal.”

Opportunities for 
U.S. soy in India

AQUACULTURE
In the world of aquaculture, 

India is one of the top fi ve largest 
producers of feed. While U.S. soy 
is currently not used in making 
aquafeed, the opportunities are 
endless. USSEC has consistently 
worked on capacity-building and 
knowledge sharing through events 
like regional animal production 
courses, In-Pond Raceway System 
workshops, on-site and in-class-
room training, and more.

FEED INDUSTRY
In 2021, Indian poultry farm-

ers were at a crossroads where 
they needed to feed the birds, but 
the feed cost was too high. The 
demand for feed outpaced local 
production. Soybean meal prices 
rallied to nearly $1,203 per met-
ric ton at the benchmark location 
of Indore. The poultry, shrimp 
and feed milling industry, espe-
cially in the south, were compelled 
to petition the government for 
relief. Their petition pleas were 
answered with India allowing the 
importation of genetically modi-
fi ed soybean (GM) meal on August 
24, 2021, for the fi rst time in 
its history. This was a signifi cant 
milestone for U.S. soy, and India 
imported around 800,000 metric 
tons of GM soybean meal, allow-
ing new market access to U.S. soy.

EDIBLE OIL
Whether it’s frying samosas or 

cooking dosas, food is an import-
ant part of Indian culture. Hence, 
it is no surprise that India is the 
second largest consumer and larg-
est vegetable oil importer globally. 
Edible oil is also the sixth most 
signifi cant import in India. It is 
estimated that by 2026, India’s 
need for edible oil will be 26-27 
million metric tons (mmt). While 
India historically has imported 
soybean oil from Argentina and 
Brazil, in 2022, the droughts in 
South America led the Indians to 
turn to U.S. soy. India imported a 
record 180,000 metric tons of U.S. 
soybean oil.

U.S. Soybean Export Council
American soy farmers pose for a photo during a meeting held in India 
late last month.
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2779 Hwy 24 
Lawler, IA 52154
563-238-5555

FARMERS WORK IN ACRES NOT IN HOURS,
THANK YOU FARMERS FOR ALL YOU DO!

Tony Utley
641-229-0192

Certified Crop Advisor & Sales Representative 
for Pioneer® brand Products

Thank You 
Corn and 
Soybean 

Growers For 
Your Hard 
Work and 
Dedication.

Electric
New Hampton

We proudly salute our area corn & soybean growers, 
for your hard work and dedication!

New Hampton Electric is committed to helping 
you keep your grain systems working efficiently.

Over 50 Years of Designing and Manufacturing Door SystemsOveOver 50 Y0 Yearears of DDesies gnig ngngg andand MaManufnufacturiuring ng Door Systems

New Hampton, IA • trimarkcorp.com

Thank you to all the farmers 
who work hard to feed the 
world, look after crops and 
contribute to agricultural 

production.

Sumner, Ionia, Bremer, Jackson Junction, Waucoma, 
Hawkeye, Cresco, Ridgeway, IA

Burr Oak, Mabel, Spring Grove, Rushford, Caledonia, 
Houston, and Granger, MN

Main Office: Fredericksburg, IA
www.farmerswin.com

Member FDIC

WHAT’S THE COMMUNITY
THAT MATTERS MOST? 

THE ONE WE’RE BOTH A PART OF.
Fredericksburg: 563-237-5200
Lawler: 563-238-2054
New Hampton: 641-394-6800
Waucoma: 563-776-6414

Stop and See Us For All of 
Your Ag Lending Needs!

922 W. Milwaukee St., New Hampton • 641-229-8500
103 3rd St., Frederika • 319-275-4301
328 Main Street, Elma • 641-393-2301

 www.mysecuritystate.com

Your Neighbor, Your Friend, Your Bank
PO BOX 385 • DENVER IA

WWW.FIRSTMAXFIELD.COM
800.366.7014 OR 319.984.5255

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “A Grinnell Mutual Member” are registered trademarks of Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2022.

TRUST US TO KEEP YOU COVERED
Your farming operation is more than a place, so we place a high 
importance on protecting your farm from the unexpected. 
Let us provide you with the proper Farm-Guard coverage 
to keep you safe. Trust in Tomorrow.®

Contact us today.

Knowledge. Experience.

CONNECTION.
Dan Daly  |  VP Ag & Business Banker

Our experience and background in Ag 
makes First Bank the right partner for your 
farm operation.

Not only do we understand it - we live it.

Contact us today!

Sobolik also said farming practices 
have changed over the years in that 
fi elds have better internal drainage and 
plants have better rooting capability. 
He pointed out that area growers took 
advantage of an earlier planting win-
dow this spring, which gave corn and 
soybeans a fi ghting chance to battle the 
drought.

"The earlier maturities, I think, 
helped carry this year's crop," he said. 
"Guys are getting planted earlier when 
they can, helping pollination, and even 
though we kept saying it, it turned out 
they didn't need the last rainfall because 
for a lot of guys, it never came."

Sobolik has been around farming for 
decades, and he remembers droughts 
like those that occurred in 1988 and 
2012, and he said if anyone doubts 
genetics, he has a rebuttal.

"I talked with one farmer who took 
12 bushels of corn an acre out of a fi eld 
during a drought years ago," he said. 
"This year, he was in the 170s. That's 
mind-blowing to see how far we've 
come."

IF THERE WAS a positive to the 
drought, at least for farmers, it was the 
fact that drying costs this past fall were 
minimal.

"There was a lot of corn that did not 
get dried at all," Sobolik said. "The guys 
who took their corn to the ethanol plant, 
they could take it with 18 or 19 percent 
and they'd take it."

For many area growers, though, it 
was a frustrating, worrisome growing 
season, especially when they saw their 

neighbors get rainfall and their fi elds 
didn't get a drop.

"Around New Hampton, especially 
east of New Hampton, was pretty good," 
Sobolik said, "but then you get over by 
Nashua, and it was like someone forgot 
to turn the tap on. … It was true this 
year. It might rain here and a half-mile 
away, there would be nothing."

According to the National Weather 
Service's La Crosse, Wisconsin, offi  ce, 
the reporting station at New Hampton 
has recorded 26.56 inches of rain in 
2023 while Nashua has seen just 19.62 
inches of precipitation this year, which is 
just 55 percent of the normal rainfall the 
city receives through the fi rst 13 days of 

November.
Either way, though, late fall and early 

spring rains are important as the U.S. 
Drought Monitor's latest report shows 
that all of Chickasaw, Howard, Fayette 
and Bremer counties are still experienc-
ing "extreme drought" conditions.

"We're defi nitely depleted, I don't 
think anyone's going to disagree with 
that," Sobolik said. "I do think more 
moisture late this fall and early next 
spring is going to be critical."

And rain is better than snow, Sobolik 
said.

"I'm not saying a snowy winter 
doesn't help a little but once the ground 
freezes, most of the moisture runs off  

and doesn't soak into the ground."
But the Five Star agronomist is also 

quick to point out that things can change 
in a hurry as he hearkened back to the 
severe drought that aff ected the area 
throughout 2012.

"And then 2013 came and we had one 
of the wettest springs we've ever had and 
were scrambling to get fi elds planted," 
he said. "It can change on a dime, and 
every single farmer will tell you that."

He paused for a moment and chuck-
led before turning serious again.

"You know, I think after this year, 
Mother Nature owes us a stress-free 
2024," he said. 

"All in all we had a decent 2023, but 
man, it was nerve-wracking the 
whole way through, that much 
is for sure."

Here’s to 
stress-free 

2024 for 
our farmers

YIELDS: FROM 12

Bob Fenske/Reporter
A farmer takes out a bean fi eld in Chickasaw County last month, when Mother Nature fi nally gave area grow-
ers a gift by providing almost perfect harvest weather.
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formerly Peoples Insurance Agency

Gene Blazek President
Cell: 641.330.0176  Office: 563.238.7150

2005 Union Avenue • Lawler, IA 52154

Thank you to our 
Farmers for your 

hardwork and 
dedication!

Agricultural Water Management Edge of Field Practices, Tile Installation/Closing, 
Wet Lands, Bio Reactors, Buffer Strips &  Saturated Buffers

Iowa farm facts
Farming in Iowa is a 

family aff air – and very 
diversifi ed, or diff erent. 

Farmers raise many dif-
ferent kinds of crops and 
animals on farms in Iowa. 
More than 85 percent of 
Iowa’s land is farmed.

Take a drive around the 
state and you’ll see their 
handiwork out every win-
dow. Fields of corn, soy-
beans, and alfalfa wave in 
the wind.

The barns and buildings 
you see dotting the coun-
tryside are used to care for 
animals including cattle, 
hogs, turkeys, sheep, dairy 
cows, meat goats, and 
poultry.

Here are some interest-
ing facts about farming in 
Iowa:

• 35.7 million: Acres of 
land in Iowa

• 30,622,731: Acres 
farmed in Iowa

• 26,256,347: Acres 
devoted to cropland in 
Iowa

• 1,294,425: Acres of 
pastureland in Iowa

• 88,637: Number of 
farms in Iowa

• 345 acres: Average 
farm size

Iowa’s has ranked No. 
1 in the United States in 
producing these crops and 
farm products:

• Soybean production
• Corn production
• Pork production
• Egg production
And  did you know that 

one acre is about the size 
of a football fi eld. Can you 
imagine 30 million football 
fi elds, all being used to grow 
crops and raise animals?

— Living History Farms



BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

Bob Sobolik will be the fi rst 
to admit that as reports of corn 
and soybean yields came into his 
offi  ce at Five Star Cooperative 
this fall, he was surprised.

In a good 
way, too.

"I would 
defi nitely say 
it was better 
than expect-
ed, in some 
places, way 
better," said 
Sobolik, an 
agronomist 
at the New Hampton-based 
farmer-owned cooperative that 
has 18 locations in 14 counties 
throughout northern Iowa. "The 
way things looked like in late 
August and early September, 
farmers were worried and they 

had reasons to be nervous."
But now that the harvest is 

virtually complete, those fret-
ting farmers can take a deep 
sigh of relief.

Sure, 2023 wasn't one of 
those bin-busting, record years, 
but all in all, considering the 
drought that plagued farmers 
the entire growing season, it 
turned out to be a solid year for 
most of the men and women 
who make their living in the 
myriad of corn and soybean 
fi elds.

Sobolik estimated that the 
average yields in the area were 
between the "upper 40s and low 
50s" for soybeans and the "upper 
190s to low 200s" for corn.

Considering those same 
fi elds endured the "Drought of 
2023," those are numbers that 
farmers could live with this fall.

"I think with a cooler, earli-
er start to the planting season 

and the dryer, earlier start to 
the growing season," Sobolik 
said, "that was a key. … The 
crop started well this year, the 
plants were able to establish 
deep roots and really tap into 

that subsurface moisture. And 
it was able to hang in there a lot 
longer."

For sure, there were pock-
ets that suff ered, especially 
fi elds with lighter, sandier soils, 
but all in all, 2023 wasn't the 
nightmare that some growers 
feared during a summer when 
the skies were mostly blue and 

little, if any rain, fell.

AGRONOMISTS LIKE 
Sobolik and Terry Basol, who 
works for ISU Extension and 
is based at the Northeast Iowa 
Research Farm near Nashua, 
say the diff erences between 
this drought and past ones are 
many.

"The genetics that we have 
today," Basol said earlier this 
fall, "are absolutely amazing. 
The seeds we're putting into 
the ground can withstand a lot 
more than the ones we planted 
when I was a kid or even 10, 15 
years ago."

Thank you to all 
farmers for your hard 
work and sacrifices.

Stop in and visit with our Ag Lender for all of your 
farm financing needs. We are here to help you.

(641) 435-4943
“Where Community Matters”

401 Main Street, Nashua • www.fsb-nashua.com

CREAMERY, INCCREAMERY, INC

300 10th Street N.E., Independence, IA 50644

We
CHEESE!

(319) 334-7193(319) 334-7193      
300 10th Street N. E., Independence, IA 50644

Member FDIC

U.S. Drought Monitor
Nov. 9 Report

Bob Fenske/Reporter
Despite the drought (below) that has affl icted Iowa for much of 2023, farmers (above) were still able to bring in a 
decent crop of corn and soybeans this year.

DESPITE PROLONGED EXTREME DROUGHT, AREA 
FARMERS BRING IN DECENT CORN, SOYBEAN YIELDS

OVERCOMING OVERCOMING 
A CHALLENGING A CHALLENGING 

SEASONSEASON

Sobolik

SEE YIELDS, 11
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Make the most of your Harvest Season.

Call us for all your
Grain Handling needs.
We carry:

PHILLIPS MODERN AG 
SERVICE, INC.

641-394-4114
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