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BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

The Chickasaw County Board of 
Supervisors on Monday voted to 
approve its so-called “max levy” for 
the 2024-25 fi scal year, and if it 
is enacted, it comes with a steep 
increase in how much the county 
will generate in property taxes.

During Monday’s meeting, board 

members unanimously approved 
setting the public hearing on the 
max levy, and while supervisors 
said they’d like the revenue for at 
least one of the county’s three major 
funds to be lowered, they spent 
more time discussing what time of 
day they should hold the hearing.

County Attorney David Laudner 
said after reading several newspa-
pers and other “forums” over the 

weekend, he said “the whole intent 
of this is to allow the public to come 
in and make a presentation or object 
to your budget. 

“I’m just curious if an evening 
meeting might be better to try to 
comply with not only the letter of 
the law but also the spirit of it, if 
that’s possible, to allow folks who 
are working the opportunity to 
come in.”

Supervisors at the meeting 
agreed that the public hearing 
should be a “night game.”

But they spent a consider-
able amount of time trying 
to fi gure out a time and date 
where not only all fi ve mem-
bers of the board could be in 
attendance but also making 

Photo courtesy of Nashua-Plainfi eld Community Schools
A drone shot shows the progress that has already been made on the new baseball and softball complex that Nashua-Plainfi eld 
Community Schools is constructing on land that once housed the Plainfi eld school building.

DIAMOND COMPLEX, ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND GOLF TEAMS JUST AMONG THE FEW ENJOYING RECENT GREAT WEATHER

THE FRUITS OF AN EARLY SPRINGTHE FRUITS OF AN EARLY SPRING
BY BOB FENSKE

Of the Reporter

A couple of weeks ago, Nashua-Plainfi eld 
Superintendent Todd Liechty was asked if any 
progress was being made on the school district’s 
diamond project in Plainfi eld.

“Well, I can tell you this much,” Liechty said, 
“they’re moving a lot of dirt right now.”

He wasn’t kidding, as the photos that accom-
pany this story prove.

Then again, evidence of the early spring 
Iowa has experienced this year are all around 
us. In addition to the commencing of work on 
the new baseball, softball and youth diamonds 
in Plainfi eld, sure signs that spring has sprung 
are everywhere and range from the start of 
the road construction season to the fact that 
area high school golf teams, including Nashua-
Plainfi eld’s, began their practice season outside.

Granted, as this story is being written 
Thursday morning, it’s a little more seasonable. 

Temperatures are in the lower 40s and rain is 
falling. Hey, at least it’s not snowing, right?

But make no mistake about it, spring arrived 
early this year. 

February had 12 days with a high tempera-
tures in at least the 50s, and through the fi rst 
14 days of the month, we’ve been in the 50s 
and beyond 10 times — capped off  by the start 
of this work week when the high temperatures 

Bob Fenske/Reporter
State Rep. Charley Thomson listens as his State Senate counterpart, Sandy Salmon, makes a point during Saturday 
morning’s legislative forum that was put on by the Chickasaw County Farm Bureau.

Area lawmakers leery 
about overhaul of AEAs
Thomson and Salmon cover a variety of issues 
during Chickasaw County Farm Bureau forum

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

The two lawmakers who 
represent Chickasaw County in 
the Iowa Legislature sounded 
Saturday like they would both 
like to tap the brakes on an over-
haul of Iowa’s Area Education 
Agencies that has been a focal 
point of Gov. Kim Reynolds.

Like Reynolds, State Rep. 
Charley Thomson and State Sen. 
Sandy Salmon are Republicans, 
but during a legislative forum 
sponsored by the Chickasaw 
County Farm Bureau, the two 
legislators expressed reserva-
tions about overhauling the 
AEAs.

“As I’ve said all along, I’m 
not very happy with the AEA 
proposal,” Thomson said, “and 
I think they need to start over 
again basically. That’s my posi-

tion in a nutshell.”
Salmon said she understands 

the governor’s concerns but 
also added that lawmakers may 
need more time on the issue.

“There appears to be but I 
don’t know why there would 
need to be,” Salmon said when 
one constituent asked if there 
was a “rush” to get the AEA bill 
done this year. “I mean we’re 
taking a multi-year approach 
on property taxes so I don’t 
know why we have to all of a 
sudden have to do something 
about the AEAs this year except 
I know they’re concerned about 
the federal government coming 
in and monitoring.”

The two GOP members, who 
are in their fi rst terms repre-
senting Chickasaw County, cov-
ered a wide variety of issues 
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Budget hearing to be night aff air
County sets ‘max levy’ that would see tax-asking increase by almost 19 percent

Here’s a ‘speed-camera’ 
heads-up if you are 
heading to Charles City
Automated traff ic cameras to go online soon, 
but speeders will get a ‘30-day grace period’

BY TRAVIS FISCHER
tkfi scher@charlescitypress.com

Drivers will need to watch their speed going in 
and out of Charles City as a series of automated 
traffi  c cameras are about ready to come online.

Initially proposed and approved last year, the 
Charles City Police Department has been work-
ing with Altumint Inc. to install cameras at four 

of Charles City’s 
major arteries, 
monitoring traffi  c 
on South Grand 
Avenue, Highway 
14, Highway 18, 
and Gilbert Street.

The intent of 
the cameras is to 
slow down traf-
fic coming into 
Charles City, par-
ticularly near bike 
trail crossings and 
on roads where 
frequent accidents 
occur.

“We can’t be on 
every road 24/7,” 
said Police Chief 
Hugh Anderson. 
“It helps us moni-
tor that traffi  c.”

While origi-
nally planned to 
be ready to go by 
January, the pro-
cess of getting the 

cameras installed has taken longer than antici-
pated. Delays in getting approval for use of the 
right-of-ways pushed the installation of the cam-
eras and signage into late January and getting 
power to the cameras took a few weeks longer, 
leaving curious drivers wondering if they were 
operational or not.

“There was a lot involved there,” said 
Anderson.

While the cameras now have power going to 
them, it could still be a few more days before they 
are active. Altumint has yet to notify Anderson 

SEE CAMERAS, 2

Travis Fischer
Traffic cameras will 
soon be up and running  
in Charles City.

SEE FORUM, 3
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that they are ready to go live.
“They had to do a lot of cal-

ibration after the power came 
on,” said Anderson, who thinks 
that the cameras could be acti-
vated as early as this week.

The Charles City Council 
approved the installation of the 
cameras last fall, but did so 
with expressed reservations as 
the subject of automated law 
enforcement is a controver-
sial topic in Iowa. The council 
approved moving forward with 
the cameras only after feeling 
comfortable that they would not 
be used overly aggressively.

To abide by the stated pur-
pose of targeting the truly exces-
sive speeders, the automated 
system is being set to overlook 
drivers traveling at less than 10 
miles-per-hour over the posted 
speed limit.

Specifically, these posted 
speed limits range from 30 to 45 
mph, so drivers will still need to 
make sure they are bringing 
their speed down coming into 
the city.

All four cameras track both 
directions as well, so outgoing 
drivers will also need to watch 
their acceleration.

Once going live, there will 
also be a 30-day grace period 
where fl agged drivers are sent a 
warning instead of a ticket.

For those that are fl agged 
by the cameras after the grace 
period is over, the photos will 
be reviewed by a Charles City 
police offi  cer to make sure 
that the license plate matches 
the vehicle before a ticket is 
issued.

Tickets will be issued as 
civil infractions, with a penalty 

based on how much over the 
speed limit the vehicle is going.

“They don’t count against 
your license,” said Anderson.

Though the cameras are 
not yet active, their future in 
Charles City is already in ques-
tion as a bill is making its way 
through the Iowa Legislature 
that would prohibit the use of 
remote systems for traffi  c law 
enforcement.

House File 2595 is the latest 
in a series of eff orts by some 
legislators to ban automat-
ed traffi  c cameras in the state, 
this time tying the issue to new 
restrictions against using elec-
tronic devices while driving. If 
passed into law, the city would 
have until July 1, 2025, to dis-
continue using the system.

Whether HF 2595 passes or a 
later eff ort to ban traffi  c camer-
as is successful, Anderson says 
that he plans to utilize them 
until the state says otherwise.

“We’ll deal these as they 
come,” said Anderson.

On the other hand, if the 
automated system is success-
ful, Anderson says that other 
cameras could be considered, 
particularly on streets around 
Charles City’s schools.

“If we fi nd other areas of con-
cern, there would be discussion 
on the possibility,” he said.

In the meantime, Anderson 
says that even though the cam-
eras have yet to be turned on, 
they are already having the 
desired eff ect on traffi  c where 
the warning signage has been 
posted.

“We’ve seen a reduction in 
speeds in these areas already,” 
said Anderson. “That’s what we 
want. We want these things to 
work in favor of public safety.”

sure they weren’t confl icting with 
public hearings that county cities and 
school districts will also be holding.

Because of legal publication rules, 
the earliest the hearing can be held 
is Monday, March 25, but when 
Supervisor Travis Suckow said Sumner-
Fredericksburg Community Schools 
will be holding its public hearing that 
night, board members moved to the 
following day.

The four supervisors at the meeting 
agreed, but when Board Chairman 
Scott Cerwinske, who was unable to 
attend most of Monday’s meeting, 
texted Supervisor Jake Hackman 
and said he had a prior commitment, 
board members fi nally settled on 
Wednesday, March 27 as the public 
hearing date.

That will mean that the county will 
not be able to approve a second legal 
publication until April 1, a week later 
than supervisors had been consider-
ing. Laudner, though, said even if the 
board holds the hearing on March 25 
or 26, he still felt they needed time to 

digest the comments it will receive.
“I think you’re going to wait until 

the fi rst anyway,” Laudner said, 
“because what happens if you get a lot 
of feedback … you’re going to have to 
spend signifi cant time reworking your 
budget, correct? 

“If you’re going to come off  with 
where you’re at, after a public pre-
sentation, you’re not going to do that 
overnight or in an hour. … Well, it took 
you three months to get where you’re 
at now.”

And board members do expect to 
get that feedback when they convene 
the hearing at 6 p.m. on March 27 
in the Chickasaw County Courthouse 
third-fl oor courtroom.

That’s because Chickasaw County’s 
tax-asking will increase by almost 19 
percent in the fi scal year that begins 
on July 1. 

The three major levies — General 
Basic (GB), General Supplemental 
(GS) and Rural Services Basic (RSB) 
— will bring in more than 20.4 percent 
in revenue next year than it will this 
budget year.

Throw in reduced levies for things 
like debt service and the Pioneer 
Cemetery Commission, and Hackman 
said the county’s tax-asking will 
increase by 18.95 percent.

The county’s levy for GB is already 
maxed out at $3.50 per $1,000 val-
uation so revenue from that levy will 

increase by just 1.4 percent — from 
$3,227,111 to $3,271,534.

But GS tax-asking is set to jump 
from just a little more than $1.08 mil-
lion to $2.09 million, an increase of 93 
percent. That’s because higher costs in 
GB next year means the county won’t 
be able to transfer money from that 
fund to GS as it has done in recent 
years. The levy rate for GS would 
increase from $1.17233 per $1,000 
valuation to $2.23213 per $1,000 val-
uation.

In recent years, the county has also 
used ending fund balances to off set 
tax-asking increases.

RSB tax-asking would increase from 
$2.21 million to a almost $2.49 mil-

lion, in large part because supervisors 
want to give 95 percent of the base 
RSB revenue to Secondary Roads and 
they are considering moving the costs 
of two sheriff ’s deputies from GB to 
RSB.

“I still think there’s an opportuni-
ty to lower GS, at least a little,” said 
Supervisor Matt Kuhn, who also added 
that the supervisors could consider 
moving just one deputy into RSB.

Board members, though, decided 
to go ahead and approve the max levy 
as it was presented Monday. That, in 
eff ect, does leave them some wriggle 
room, if you will.

Under Iowa law, once a maximum 
levy is published as a legal notice, 
a county’s board of supervisors can’t 
increase the levy or the tax-asking. 

Boards, though, do have the option 
of lowering tax-asking after a notice is 
published.

“I think we’re going to hear from 
some people, no doubt about it,” 
Hackman said Monday afternoon. 
“We’re far from done, in my opinion, 
when it comes [to the 2024-25 budget 
and levy].”

A healthy increase in tax-asking
Here are the three main levies Chickasaw County uses to fund its annual budget and how they will change when 

the new budget year begins on July 1.
Fund 23-24 levy 23-24 revenue 24-25 levy 24-25 revenue Percent
General Basic $3.50 $3,227,111 $3.50 $3,271,534 1.4 
General Supplemental $1.17233 $1,080,925 $2.23213 $2,086,426 93.0
Rural Services $3.31935 $2,209,055 $3.70100 $2.485,638 12.5

SOURCE: Chickasaw County Auditor’s Offi ce

COUNTY BUDGET: FROM 1

Supervisors to follow ‘spirit of the law’ and hold public hearing on budget and levy in evening session

Photos courtesy of Nashua-Plainfi eld Community Schools and the Reporter’s Bob Fenske
Two sure signs of our early spring are the work being done on the Nashua-Plainfi eld baseball and softball complex 
in Plainfi eld (above) and the start of a Chickasaw County road project (below).

in Nashua were 73, 67 and 69.

THE RECENT SPATE of outstanding 
weather — at least for those of us who 
don’t mind relatively snow-less months — 
brought another sign of spring earlier this 
week.

Road construction season is offi  cially 
underway.

The biggest road project of the year 
in Chickasaw County got underway on 
Monday as Croell Inc. workers began work-
ing on the more than $4.21 million overlay 
project from Highway 18 to the south 
city limits of Alta Vista. The project also 
includes a total reconstruction of about 
2,600 feet of road in North Washington.

“They’re talking about a late May [com-
pletion date]. They have a very aggres-
sive schedule,” County Engineer Roman 
Lensing told the Board of Supervisors on 
Monday. “It’s great that they’re out there 
already. It shows you what kind of spring 
we’ve had, but I don’t know about late May. 
You have to think we’re going to have some 
weather days.”

But the 8.6-mile stretch of V18 won’t 
be the only road project that gets an early 
start. Lensing also told supervisors that 
work will begin on a bridge replacement 
project on 310th Street that is a joint aff air 
between Chickasaw and Bremer counties.

MONDAY ALSO MARKED the fi rst 
day that Iowa high school golf teams could 
start practice.

In a normal year, that usually means 
longtime Nashua-Plainfi eld golf coach Jeff  
Trost gathers his players in the Husky 
Wellness Center to begin hitting golf balls 
into nets.

This, as noted, has not been a normal 
year. So when was the last time Trost held 
his fi rst practice?

“Well, not in recent years, I can tell you 
that,” he said with a laugh. “I won’t say it’s 
never happened but it’s been a while, a long 
while.”

This month is shaping up to be the 
warmest March in the Nashua area since 
2012, when we had 22 days of 50-plus 
highs that included three days in the 80s 
and another fi ve in the 70s.

“It’s a great way to start the season,” 

Trost said. “You actually get to see where 
the ball is going, instead of 20 feet into 
the net. We’ll take every nice day we can 
get, because I’ve been around  golf long 
enough to know that you appreciate the 
good days, especially in Iowa … especially 
in the spring.”

THE BAD NEWS for Trost and his
golfers is that they had to move indoors 
on Thursday, but Trost was fi ne with that 
because of the reason.

Rain fell on Thursday in the Nashua area 
as some parts of the area received close to a 
half of inch of much-needed precipitation.

“It’s never a really good sign to lose track 
of your ball and only fi nd it because it kicks 
up dust when it lands,” Trost said. “It’s dry, 
really dry, and the course needs the rain.”

And, more importantly, so do area farm 
fi elds as the drought that plagued Iowa 
growers throughout 2023 has persisted 
into 2024.

The U.S. Drought Monitor’s latest report, 
released on Thursday, showed that all of 
Chickasaw, Bremer, Floyd and Butler coun-
ties are still experiencing “severe” drought 
conditions. 

There are plenty of signs that spring has sprung early
WEATHER: FROM 1

City to have 30-day grace 
period with traffi  c cameras

CAMERAS: FROM 1

Briefs
ISU webinars to be held for 

beginning/small farmers
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach is offering its 

Farm & Beginning Farmer series, designed exclusively for be-
ginning farmers and small acreage owners.

The series is a combination of informative webinars and 
hands-on, in-person events. It is tailored to provide essential 
insight and practical advice for those venturing into farming or 
seeking to enhance their small-scale agricultural operations. 
Each session, led by industry experts and seasoned profes-
sionals, covers critical topics relevant to the challenges and 
opportunities of small-scale farming.

All webinars start at 6 p.m. and are offered through Zoom. 
The next webinar will be “Manure Management for Small 
Farms” and will be held on April 11, and the series runs through 
December.

Registration is open to all and is free. Participants can reg-
ister for each session at https://go.iastate.edu/FH5MHR. Miss 
a session? Email Nerad at lnerad@iastate.edu for the link to 
the recording.

UIU December grads
Upper Iowa University is pleased to announce the names of 

its December graduates, which includes Nashua’s Amber Iriarte.

Morningside grads
Morningside University held graduation ceremonies for its 

undergraduate and graduate degree recipients at the end of 
the fall semester. Those receiving degrees included Hannah 
Holthaus and Dawn Wiebbecke of  Nashua.
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Board to go to 
‘straight pay’ 
for the county 
EMS director
New contract will give 
Knutson salary increase, 
but no extra pay for 
working ‘truck’ hours

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

The director of Chickasaw County 
EMS, it appears, will no longer receive 
an hourly wage when he takes on the 
role of a paramedic if he signs a contract 
extension, but he will receive a $20,000 
increase to his salary.

Board members came to that decision 
during a Monday meeting when they 
spent more than 30 minutes discussing 
the terms of a new contract with EMS 
Director Joel Knutson.

Supervisors voted 2-1 to increase 
Knutson’s salary from $60,000 to 
$80,000 a year but also said the sal-
ary increase will come at the expense 
of Knutson receiving an hourly wage 
when he serves as an ambulance crew 
member.

Three board members — Chairman 
Scott Cerwinske, Travis Suckow and 
Jake Hackman — have all expressed 
concerns about the hourly-wage lan-
guage in the fi rst two contracts Knutson 
has worked under since the service start-
ed at the beginning of 2023.

“I guess what I’m getting at is I’d just 
like to see a set salary,” Suckow said. “I 
think we can do away with the hourly 
stuff .”

That led to a lengthy discussion about 
the ambulance service’s staffi  ng and how 
much Knutson would be paid once a 
new contract goes into eff ect on July 
1. Knutson signed a “temporary” con-
tract in the fall of 2022 to help get the 
service up and running, then signed a 
year contract once Chickasaw County 

EMS began operating. He agreed to a 
six-month extension this past fall so 
that future contracts would fall entirely 
within the county’s fi scal year.

Currently, Knutson is paid $60,000 
to serve as a part-time director and 
is required to work at least 60 hours 
during each two-week pay period, but 
he also receives $31 per hour when he 
takes a shift as a crew member.

“I will say the lines get blurred 
between when I’m a staff  paramedic 
versus when I am a director because 
even when I’m working a truck as a staff  
paramedic, I’m still sitting behind my 
desk doing director things,” Knutson 
said in response to Suckow’s suggestion. 
“I wouldn’t be opposed to that. I mean 
there were so many unknowns when we 
wrote the contract.”

He said the number of “truck hours” 
he works has dropped considerably in 
recent months, and when he was asked 
if he was comfortable with the service’s 
level of staffi  ng, he said “we’re getting a 
lot closer” but pointed out that EMS staff  
is very cyclical.

“Around the holidays, [it] dips off  
just a touch because everyone’s busy but 

then post-holiday all the way up into the 
summer, we staff  very well. And then, 
summer we get very thin again because 
of people’s plans … kids being out of 
school, things like that.”

Suckow suggested that board mem-
bers set Knutson’s salary at $80,000.

“We’re back where we started a year 
and a half ago,” County Attorney David 
Laudner said. “Is there an expectation 
for rig hours contained in therein or is 
that just administrative work and we let 
it run it non-paramedic if there is not a 
paramedic available?”

Hackman quickly responded.
“Straight $80,000, get the job done,” 

Hackman replied. “Take hours, take 
calls.”

But Supervisor Matt Kuhn said he 
was frustrated with how Suckow came 
up with the $80,000 fi gure.

“I just fi nd it interesting that we just 
pick a number and looking at the com-
ments and what the surrounding areas 
pay, I think we’re a little low,” Kuhn said. 
“And every other time we compare it to 
other counties and what everyone else 
is doing … but yet, we’re not doing that 
now.”

Kuhn then asked Knutson how he 
felt about the proposed changes to the 
contract.

“I guess we won’t know for another 
year,” Knutson said. “If for $80,000, I 
can get it done in a reasonable amount 
of time … I think that’s agreeable. To me, 
it’s tolerable.”

But he asked board members what 
would happen if midway through the 
contract and he was “working a ton 
more” because of staffi  ng levels.

“You can always come back. They’re 
under no obligation to change it,” 
Laudner said, “but you can always come 
back and ask them to change it.”

Hackman said he’d be “open for that.”
In the end, board members voted 2-1 

to direct Laudner to make changes to the 
contract and present it to them at this 
coming Monday’s meeting.

Hackman and Suckow voted in the 
affi  rmative, and Kuhn cast the lone nay 
vote. Cerwinske was not at Monday’s 
meeting during the contract discussion, 
and the fi fth supervisor, Steve Breitbach, 
as he has on all votes on Knutson’s, 
abstained because he is related to 
Knutson.

Bob Fenske/Reporter
Chickasaw County EMS Director Joel Knutson (left) talks with the Board of Supervisors about changes board 
members want to make to his contact, beginning on July 1.

Area lawmakers touch on a wide variety of issues during Farm Bureau legislative forum

during the morning forum 
that was held at the Chickasaw 
Event Center in New Hampton, 
but discussion on education 
in AEAs to the idea that the 
wide-ranging services AEAs 
off er have led them away from 
their core missions.

But those wide-ranging ser-
vices, Thomson said, should be 
seen as a positive. He compared 
the AEA services to rural elec-
tric cooperatives and rural tele-
phone companies.

“The beauty of the co-op … 
is that businesses in rural Iowa 
don’t want to go to the last 
line, they don’t want to go to 
the most remote farmstead to 
put in your broadband but the 
co-ops exist to do that,” he 
said. 

“The same theory in my view 
applies to AEAs. The AEAs are 
a system where Tripoli, the 
smallest of the school districts 
… pick a small town, even if 
you’re in Rudd, you can get 
pretty high-quality state ser-
vices for your child at a far 
better price.”

Thomson added that “it 
appears the governor wants to 
move from a co-op model to 
a fee-for-service model, and I 
think that could easily leave the 
rural districts high and dry.”

Salmon agreed.
“You have a district like 

Tripoli or like Clarksville or 
maybe Turkey Valley or some-
thing like that, and they don’t 
get enough money to provide 
their own services. Without the 
pool of money … are those rural 
schools still going to provide 
those services? That’s the ques-
tion, and that’s what we can’t 
get assurance about. That’s why 
I’ve not supported the bill so 
far.”

She also said she appreciates 
the fact that AEAs can help its 
member school districts in a 
relatively short amount of time.

“They can respond and help 
school districts very quickly 
— like almost turn on a dime 
— like they did with the Perry 

shooting,” she said. 
The two legislators also 

said that the fi nal funding for 
Iowa’s K-12 schools has yet 
to be determined. Both said it 
appears likely that lawmakers 
will agree to raise the minimum 
pay for the state’s teachers but 
said that the two chambers have 
yet to agree on an increase to 
State Supplemental Aid (SSA), 
the amount of funds school dis-
tricts receive for each student it 
serves.

Reynolds, in her State of the 
State address two months ago, 
proposed a 2.5 percent increase 
but the House has approved a 3 
percent increase.

Salmon said the Senate 
remains uncommitted about 
how large of an increase to SSA 
because of budget concerns.

“We don’t know how it’s 
going to fi t with the budget to 
do the teacher’s salary increas-
es, the school aid increase and 
whatever needs to be done to 

reform these AEAs,” she said. 
“There’s a lot of moving parts 
to that.”

The state senator said that 
work on the budget will begin 
in earnest this week after the 
Revenue Estimating Conference 
meets to set its projections for 
the state during the 2024-25 
fi scal year.

“The three main areas are 
education, Medicaid and public 
safety,” she said, “and we’ll see 
where we end up. It’s the same 
as always: More requests come 
before us than taxpayers can 
fulfi ll.”

Among the other issues 
covered during the hour-long 
forum included:

• Both lawmakers expressed 
enthusiasm for the work law-
makers are doing when it comes 
to protecting Iowa farmland. 
They touted a new bill that 
Salmon said puts “more teeth” 
into state laws that do not allow 
foreign ownership of farmland, 

and they also say they support 
eff orts that would not allow 
state agencies to outbid farmers 
for land.

“Nobody wants out-of-state 
interests or the state bidding 
against farmers for farmland,” 
he said, “because it distorts the 
market terribly.”

• Salmon touched on the con-
troversy generated by House 
File 718, which was passed into 
law in 2023, and while counties 
and cities say they are strug-
gling with its ramifi cations, 
Salmon said, at most, lawmak-
ers may slightly alter the bill 
this year.

“We’ve had some blowback 
from counties and cities about 
that,” she said. 

“What we’re doing this year 
[is] we may tweak that bill 
some, but we’re going to let 
them go through a budget cycle 
to see how things work and 
then come back next year with 
the next step in the plan for the 

property taxes.”
• And Thomson again voiced 

his displeasure with so-called 
speed cameras, saying he thinks 
the state should put the kibosh 
on them.

“The only people who are in 
favor of speed cameras are city 
offi  cials, who like the money. 
They’re trying to combine that 
with the hands-free driving bill, 
which is a shotgun marriage of 
two proposals,” he said during 
the meeting and he added later 
that “if they want to raise taxes, 
they should fi nd another way 
to do it.”

FORUM: FROM 1

Bob Fenske/Reporter
Chickasaw County Board of Directors member Drew Dietz, who farms in the Nashua area, enjoys a light moment with 
State Rep. Charley Thomson and State Sen. Sandy Salmon as he introduces them at Saturday’s legislative forum.

BY BOB FENSKEOf the ReporterA drive through Cedar View 

Park Wednesday night provided an 

amazing serene scene.
Oh, there were a few campers set 

up in the campground and a couple 

of kids were hanging out on the 

beach at the entrance of the park.

But the grammar-lacking thought 

— it ain’t going to be like this in nine 

days — hit the reporter as he took 

a photograph of an almost empty 

park.
That’s because a week from today, 

Nashua’s biggest party of the year 

— Water Over the Dam Days — will 

move out to the park.
The town festival kicks off  next 

Thursday with a host of events 

downtown — including the crown-

ing of the Water Over the Dam Days 

royalty, a hot dog eating contest 

and a street dance with the band 

Redline.And like a year ago, on the “other 

side” of town, thOld Bradford Pion
will also have a “

it gears up for its a
War Reenactment.“We’re really 

about what we have

Nashua’s big weekend ne

Water Over the Dam Days, Civil War Reenactment set to begin runs next 

SEE EVENTS, 2

Farmers’ concerns grow as drought expand; forecast holds out some hope for s

BY BOB FENSKEOf the Reporter
Sometimes the numbers don’t lie.

In the USDA’s Iowa Crop Progress and 

Condition Report that was released on May 

15, just 5 percent of the topsoil in the North 

Central District and 6 percent of the topsoil in 

the Northeast District was either “very short” or  

“short” of moisture.

In the report that was released on Monday, 

those numbers had zoomed to 45 percent in 

the  North Central, which includes Butler and 

Floyd counties, and 68 percent in the Northeast 

District, which includes Chickasaw and Bremer 

counties.“It’s becoming more and more concerning,” 

said Terry Basol, an ISU Extension agronomist  

who is based at the Northeast Iowa Research 

Farm near Nashua. “You don’t even need to go 

out into a  eld tolawns. They look He paused for 
biggest concern fo

drought is a  ectingHe said those p
range,” which is the 

ing a “decision.”
SEE D
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Fevers don’t stop at 5 o’clock. 
Neither do we.

After Hours Care7 days a week8a-8p Acute Care
Same-Day Appointments, call

641-228-5151
Speci

A summer of smoky sunsets

A jet skier enjoys a ride on Cedar Lake under a “smoky sun” Wednesday evening. While it m

was actually being caused by smoke from Canadian wild  res that has risen into the atmosp

caused the National Weather Service to issue air quality alerts through parts of the northern Un

Our  elds need a drink 

Photo courtesy of Nick Henningsen

Nashua Fire Department members bring a patient to the Nashua Area EMS ambulance during a joint training that 

was held earlier this week.Nashua Area EMS just days away from getting its license

Director says training continues as off icials continue to tackle bureaucracy to get Nashua’s ambulance service up and running

BY BOB FENSKEOf the Reporter
Nashua Area EMS Director Zenda 

Vikturek says the ambulance service she 

leads not only can see the light at the end 

of the proverbial tunnel but it has also tra-

versed 99 percent of said tunnel.

“We have just a few more i’s to dot and 

maybe a t or two to cross,” she said. “I’m 

confi dent that we’ll be up and running by 

July 1. It’s exciting, no question about it.”

Just as exciting might be the fact that 

Vikturek and the city will have fi nally con-

quered the bureaucracy that has made 

getting the city’s new ambulance service off  

the ground.Since she was named director last fall, 

Vikturek and those supporting Nashua’s 

N-P is bringing home 
some hardware from 

National History Day

BY BOB FENSKEOf the ReporterOn the day that Chickasaw 

County EMS — the coun-

ty-owned ambulance service — 

found a new home, the Board 

of Supervisors also approved 

signing a mutual-aid agreement 

with one of the cities that did 

not join the new service that 

began operations on Jan. 1.
Board member voted 4-0 — 

Supervisor Scott Cerwinske was 

unable to attend the meeting — 

to have the service sign a mutu-

al-aid agreement with Nashua 

Area EMS ... with a caveat.
Supervisors don’t want the 

county to enter the agreement 

until Nashua Area EMS receives 

its state license.Nashua and Alta Vista opted 

out of being a part of the coun-

ty-owned service. While Alta 

Vista decided to use a Howard 

County ambulance housed in 

Elma for its service, Nashua set 

out on its own, purchased an 

ambulance and recruited vol-

unteers.Chickasaw County EMS 

Director Joel Knutson recom-

mended tthe agreemto ones hiswith otherdepartment“They areinto service“They are wamacy agreemCounty MedicCharles City, ahave that by nis the last piece 
they’re waiting for

license.”Knutson said he 
signing a mutual-aid

was the best step f
both his service an

Area EMS.“With their seven n
and their existing p

down there that are ver
ed to run on the servi

don’t anticipate them 
any lapses in schedule 

least the fi rst six months

said. “After that, when the 

ness wears off  a little bit, kin

like everywhere, it may beco

a little less, but we don’t kno

County will sign a mutual
Nashua once it receives its

SEE SUPERVISORS, 8

Sinnwell takes third at national contest; 

Mehmen and Dietz claim rural award
BY BOB FENSKEOf the Reporter

Nashua-Plain  eld's Caleb Sinnwell may not 

have won a National History Day national cham-

pionship this year, but, in his advisor's eyes, he's 

still a winner.Sinnwell, who claimed individual website 

national titles in 2021 and 2022 took third place 

this year at the contest that was held "in person" 

for the  rst time since 2019, and Sinnwell had 

plenty of company when it came to national con-

test stars from the little school that has been a 

big-time History Day powerhouse for years.

"I know, at  rst, maybe he felt a little dis-

appointed. When you win it twice, there's a 

lot of pressure but to  nish third in the world, 

Photo courtesy of Suzy Turner

Alison Mehmen (left) and Grace Dietz 

pose for a photo Thursday after the two 

Nashua-Plain  eld students received the 

Agricultural and Rural History Outstanding 

Project Award at the National History Day 

contest that wrapped up on Thursday.

SEE HISTORY DAY, 3

SEE AMBULANCE, 4
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County will sNashua once 

BY BOB FENSKEeditor@nhtrib.comBy the time the snow fl ies later this 

year, the Chickasaw County Sheriff ’s 

Offi  ce should be up-to-date when it 

comes to camera equipment.
That’s because the Chickasaw 

County Board of Supervisors on 

Monday approved Sheriff Ryan 

Shawver’s recommendation to pur-

chase 13 body cameras and 11 in-car 

cameras from Sector Technology of 

Urbandale. The GeTac camera systems 

that Sector uses, Shawver said, are 

state-of-the-art and compatible with 

each other.“They get used on a daily basis,” 

Shawver said in an interview after 

Monday’s board meeting. “We have 

talked about it being a liability issue, 

and it really is. If someone makes a 

claim that is untrue — or for that mat-

ter, true — we have a reliable camera 

system to back us up.”
Currently, the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce is 

using a variety of diff erent cameras 

that not only are not necessarily reli-

able but also have diff erent “storage” 

systems when they are needed as evi-

dence.
“They’re really at the end of their 

useful lives,” he said, “and I know 

this is a huge investment by the county but it’s well worth it for both 
our department and the county attor-

ney, as well as just taking care of that 

liability issue.”Shawver and his chief deputy, Zach 

Nosbisch, approached the board ear-

lier this spring with a proposal to 

buy camera systems from Motorola 

Solutions and use 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

dollars to fund the purchases, but at 

the time, the board asked the law 

Board OKs sheriff ’s cameras

County will spend $210,000 to give law enforcement state-of-the-art equipment
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Nice turnaround
Turkey Valley softball team

puts together solid run
after rough start to seaP

Bob Fenske/Tribune

Father Jim Goerend delivers the opening prayer at a ceremony in Lawler on Saturday when the local Sons of the American 

Legion chapter held a dedication ceremony for the Freedom Rock at the town’s Veterans Memorial.

FREEDOM ROCK IN LAWLER CELEBRATES ALL THOSE IN THE COUNTY WHO HAVE AND CONTINUE TO ‘STEP INTO THE ARENA’

F R L

‘
’

TALE OF A NOT-SO-ORDINARY ROCK

BY BOB FENSKEeditor@nhtrib.com
Gene Blazek interjected a healthy dose of 

humor Saturday morning into his dedica-

tion speech for the Freedom Rock that graces 

Lawler’s Veterans Park, but the past command-

er of the Lawler Sons of the American Legion 

had a serious message for those attending the 

ceremony on a beautiful summer morning.

“I realize as a symbol of freedom, this 

Freedom Rock certainly did not come free,” he 

said. “The cost of freedom is sacrifi ce. The cost 

of this Freedom was our sacrifi ce. But when you 

look at this rock, remember the seven men who 

are on it. They made the ultimate sacrifi ce.”

And then he told the stories of seven 

Chickasaw County men whose painted por-

traits adorn the rock that sits in the park just off  

Highway 24.Blazek gave short histories on the short yet 

so meaningful lives of Fae Stine, Paul Johann, 

Ralph Nicholson, Harold Redman, Robert 

Thompson, Donald Fisher and Lawrence Fisher 

— seven Chickasaw County men who are among 

the hundreds of thousands of Americans who 

died while serving their country in the armed 

forces.
“What we did, what we went through, is 

nothing compared to the sacrifi ces they made,” 

Blazek said after the short, yet poignant, 

BY BOB FENSKEeditor@nhtrib.com
The New Hampton School Board covered 

plenty of ground, but it was an idea that may be 

years in the offi  ng that may have been the most 

intriguing part of the board’s regular monthly 

meeting that was held on Monday night.

Board members approved a slew of projects, 

hired an additional 3-year-old preschool teach-

er and approved handbooks and fees for the 

upcoming year. Near the end of the meeting, 

though, board members were asked by High 

School Principal Matt Manson if they had any 

interest in the district devising a program in 

which students could receive their high school 

diplomas in three years.

Board wants to know more about diploma in three years
Busy School Board meeting ends 

with principal’s unique proposal

SEE SUPERVISORS, 7

SEE FREEDOM ROCK, 2
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Summer Music Lineup

Summer Music Lineup

Friday, June 23 • 6-9 pm

Mitch Laue Music
Tuesday, July 4•4-8 pm

Kurt BearingerFriday, July 21•6-9 pm

Bobbie & MicoFriday, Aug. 18•6-9 pm

Aaron Smith Plum Creek Golf Course
Putter Lounge

2689 Country Club Road

Fredericksburg, IA 50630
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FOOD, DRINKS & MUSIC

FOOD, DRINKS & MUSIC

Lydia Gessner/Tribune

Irish Fest’s “honored guest” — Luella Junko — waves 

to the crowd during Lawler’s big parade Saturday after-

noon. 
See IRISH FEST PHOTOS, Page 3

Grand marshals, guest 
honored at Irish Fest

“Bringing out the Irish” is the motto for the 

2023 edition of Lawler’s big celebration

BY LYDIA GESSNEROf the TribuneWhen Luella Junko heard 

that she was going to be hon-

ored at Irish Fest 2023, she 

thought there must be some 

sort of misunderstanding.
“I’m not Irish though,” Junko 

said last Friday evening with a 

laugh. “I’ve got just a little bit 

way in the background ‘cause 

my son checked this out and he 

told me one day we have a little 

bit of Irish in our ancestry.”
Lucky for this year’s honored 

guest, Lawler Irish Fest’s motto 

is, “Bringing out the Irish in all 

of us.” All that mattered was a 

little Lawler pride and a love of 

all things Irish to enjoy the fes-

tivities this past weekend. From 

Irish dancing to kilts to the beer 

tent, there were plenty of ways 

to celebrate Irish heritage, even 

if one’s family never called the 

country home.For Junko, who guesses she 

has attended Irish Fest since 

the festival began, the best 

part is the celebration trailing 

through the streets of Lawler. 
“Always the parades,” she 

said. “Parades are always awe-

some.”
Last Saturday, grand mar-

shals David and Janice Byrne 

traveled down Main Street in 

Drought concerns grow as rain, 
for the most part, stays awayBY BOB FENSKEeditor@nhtrib.comThe good news is it rained 

over the weekend.The not-so-good news? It 

didn’t rain enough.And that has area farmers 

starting to worry about how 

much more drought their corn 

fi elds can take.“It’s becoming more and 

more concerning,” said Terry 

Basol, an ISU Extension agron-

omist  who is based at the 

Northeast Iowa Research Farm 

near Nashua. “You don’t even

need to go out into a field
how dry it is LTh

He paused for a moment 

before saying his biggest con-

cern for area farmers is how the 

drought is aff ecting corn plants.

He said those plants are in 

the “V5, V6 range,” which is the 

time that the plant is making a 

“decision.”“It’s basically deciding right 

now just what kind of girth can 

I put on that ear,” Basol said, 

“and it’s thinking to itself, ‘I 

don’t have the moisture to sup-

port it.’”Basol pointed out that h
seeds do a md

Area fields need a drink or two or even more as Chickasaw 

County once again misses out on most of the precipitation

Bob Fenske/Tribune

Pretty quiet ... for now
A jet skier has Nashua’s Cedar Lake all to 

himself last week, but this weekend, we’re

guessing that won’t be the case as the city

celebrates Water Over the Dam Days.See STORY, Page 10

SEE IRISH FEST, 11

SEE SCHOOL BOARD, 10
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IIrish FeFest’s “honored guest” — Luella Junko — waves 

too the ccrowd during Lawler’s big parade Saturday after-
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See IRISH FEST PHOTOS, Page 3
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Drought concerns grow as rain, 
for the most part, stays awayBY BOB FENSKEeditor@nhtrib.comThe good news is it rained 

over the weekend.The not-so-good news? It 

didn’t rain enough.And that has area farmers 

starting to worry about how 

much more drought their corn 

fi elds can take.
fi

“It’s becoming more and 

more concerning,” said Terry 

Basol, an ISU Extension agron-

omist  who is based at the 

Northeast Iowa Research Farm 

near Nashua. “You don’t even

need to go out into a fieldfi
how dry it is LTh

He paused for a moment 

before saying his biggest con-

cern for area farmers is how the 

drought is aff ecting corn plants.

ffffHe said those plants are in 

the “V5, V6 range,” which is the 

time that the plant is making a 

“decision.”“It’s basically deciding right 

now just what kind of girth can 

I put on that ear,” Basol said, 

“and it’s thinking to itself, ‘I 

don’t have the moisture to sup-

port it.’”Basol pointed out that h
seeds do a md

Area fields need a drink or two or even more as Chickasaw 

County once again misses out on most of the precipitation

Bob Fenske/Tribune

Pretty quiet ... for now
A jet skier has Nashua’s Cedar Lake all to 

himself last week, but this weekend, we’re

guessing that won’t be the case as the city

celebrates Water Over the Dam Days.See STORY, Page 10
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To sign up 
for EZ Pay 
please call us at 

641-228-3211

Christians 
gear up for 
‘Holy Week’
Each year in early spring, 

Christians across the globe 
celebrate their faith on 
Easter. Easter commem-
orates the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, an event 
which is described in the 
New Testament.

And we’re getting clos-
er to Holy Week; in fact, 
a week from this Sunday, 
Christians will celebrate 
Palm Sunday, the tradition-
al kickoff  to the biggest year 
of the week for churches.

Mass on Easter Sunday 
annually attracts millions 
of the faithful. However, 
many days during the week 
preceding Easter Sunday, 
often referred to as Holy 
Week, also bear signifi cance 
to faithful Christians. 

Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday begins Holy 

Week and commemorates 
the entry of Jesus Christ 
into Jerusalem. Upon 
entering the city, Jesus was 
greeted by crowds waving 
palm branches. That is why 
Christians receive palm 
branches or palm crosses 
during Palm Sunday Mass.

Holy Wednesday
Holy Wednesday draws 

attention to the abandon-
ment of Jesus by his disci-
ples. Holy Wednesday ser-
vices may feature Tenebrae, 
a religious service character-
ized by the extinguishing of 
candles. That portion of the 
service is meant to symbol-
ize darkness, which is what 
“Tenebrae” means in Latin.

Maundy Thursday
The Last Supper is com-

memorated on Maundy 
Thursday, which also com-
memorates the Washing 
of the Feet (Maundy). The 
Last Supper was Jesus’s 
fi nal meal with his apos-
tles before his crucifi xion. 
According to Christian 
scripture, Jesus predicted 
one of the apostles present 
at the meal would betray 
him. This also was when 
Jesus foretold that Peter 
will deny knowing him 
three times before the next 
morning. According to 
Trinity College, Maundy 
Thursday reminds 
Christians to love others as 
Jesus loves them.

Good Friday
Good Friday commemo-

rates the trial of Jesus and 
his resulting death sentence, 
torture, crucifi xion, and 
burial. It’s hard to charac-
terize any of those things 
as “good,” which can cause 
a little confusion among 
Christians and non-Chris-
tians alike. However, Trinity 
College indicates that, in this 
context, “good” connotes 
something holy or pious.

Holy Saturday
Holy Saturday concludes 

Holy Week. Even though 
many faithful Christians 
awake early and don their 
Sunday best on Easter 
morning, Holy Saturday 
celebrations are not 
muted. On Holy Saturday, 
Christians may attend a 
late-night Easter Vigil ser-
vice that includes a liturgy 
and the celebration of the 
Eucharist. 
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CHICKASAW CO.
CLAIMS LISTING

02/26/2024
20/20 FX LLC, PC HARDWARE-SEC 

ROADS. POSTAGE-SHERIFF 
DEPT..................................... 560.42

AG VANTAGE FS INC, DIESEL & 
BRUSH CHEMICAL

 ............................................ 2,406.50
AHLERS & COONEY, P.C., PROF 

SVCS/BOND RELATED & HR 
SVCS.................................. 2,055.50

AIRGAS, INC., EMS-O2 CYL RENTAL
 ............................................... 217.43
AMAZON CAPITAL SERVICES, 

MOSHER START UP UNIFORMS
 259.63
AUTO VALUE OF NEW HAMPTON, 

EMS-WINDOW CLEANER .. 35.98
BLACK HILLS ENERGY, NAT 

GAS-LEMC,CSB,COURTHOUSE,-
JAIL,RECYCLING,MISC SHOP ...
............................................ 4,474.48

BLACKHAWK AUTOMATIC SPRIN-
KLERS, INC, FIRE SPRINKLER 
INSPECTION ....................... 235.00

BODENSTEINER IMPLEMENT COM-
PANY, HERITAGE MATERIALS .  
................................................. 57.45

BOUND TREE MEDICAL LLC, 
EMS-SENSORS,IV KIT,MED 
SUPPLS ................................ 307.54

BRUENING ROCK PRODUCTS INC, 
WINTER CONTRACT SAND........
............................................ 5,784.09

C. H. MCGUINESS CO. INC., #1982 
CAGE UNIT ......................... 383.92

CHICKASAW CO SHERIFF, SERVE 
PAPERS ................................ 390.21

CHICKASAW COUNTY POSTAGE 
METER, POSTAGE METER-MV 
& GS .................................. 3,000.00

CJ COOPER & ASSOC INC, CLEAR-
INGHOUSE QUERIES .......... 30.00

CULLIGAN  WATER CONDITION-
ING, 5 GAL BOTTLE/COOLER 
RENTAL ................................. 46.70

EASTERN IOWA TIRE INC, TIRES ...  
.......................................... 11,686.29

FAREWAY STORES INC, POP- 
COURTHOUSE .................... 105.84

FAYETTE COUNTY, JAN. 2024 IN-
MATE BOARDING .......... 1,550.00

FLOYD COUNTY SHERIFF, INMATE 
BOARDING-JAN & FEB . 2,145.00

FREDERICKSBURG, CITY OF, FEES 
FOR LEACHATE - 02/2024 LAND-
FILL CONTRACT................ 187.50

GALLS PARENT HOLDINGS LLC, 
CO SHERIFF-STREAMLIGHT .....
................................................. 70.28

GATR OF CEDAR RAPIDS INC, 
PARTS #24 ........................... 123.98

HACKMAN, JACOB J, LODGING & 
MILEAGE............................. 367.21

INTERSTATE BATTERIES OF UPPER 
IOWA, PARTS #56, #44, #42 .........  
............................................ 1,755.50

INTOXIMETERS, DRY GAS, CO 
SHERIFF............................... 125.00

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF TRANS-
PORTATION, STOCK PARTS ......
............................................... 254.52

IOWA DNR, STORM WATER PRE-

MIT CTY LINE BRDIGE .... 175.00
KOCH OFFICE GROUP, COLOR COP-

IES - OFFICE ....................... 107.81
KOTTKE, RICH, VA COMM MTG

2-13-24 .................................... 25.00
KUEHN, KATHRYN, VA COMM

MTG 2-13-24 .......................... 25.00
L & R MANUFACTURING LLC, 

STOCK PARTS ................. 1,775.64
LA COMMUNICATIONS INC, RADIO 

ADS-HELP WANTED ......... 200.00
LAWSON PRODUCTS INC., ELEC-

TRICAL PARTS & SUPPLIES FOR 
REPAIRS .............................. 971.53

LEAF CAPITAL FUNDING LLC,
COPIER LEASE ................... 412.73

LIDDELL-TIEDT, TONYA, SHER-
IFF-UNF REIMB .................... 26.98

LOU’S LP CO., LP AT THE 911/
MULLER TOWER ............... 290.00

MERCY HEALTH SERVICES - IA 
CORP, DOT RANDOM DRUG 
TESTING .............................. 120.00

MIDAMERICAN ENERGY CO, IN-
TERSECTION LIGHTING ...... 7.32

MIENERGY COOPERATIVE, INTER-
SECTON LIGHTING & SAUDE
SHOP ELECTRICITY.......... 251.58

MOTOROLA SOLUTIONS INC,
EMS-RADIO MEDIC 3 .... 4,196.34

NEW HAMPTON, CITY OF, UTLS CO 
BLDGS .............................. 5,109.83

NOSBISCH, RANDY, VA COMM 
MTG 2-13-24 .......................... 25.00

R & R WELDING INC, NH SHOP
DRAINS & FLAT STEEL 3,099.58

RAPID PRINTERS / OFFICE WORLD, 
SERTA CHAIR,ENVELOPES,
BUSINESS CARDS,LABELS,VA 
POSTCARDS .................... 1,039.72

RILEY’S INC, CONF ROOM
TABLE,OFFICE SPPLS,COPIER 
SVC,TONER,CHAIR MAT 2,110.21

SCHUETH ACE HARDWARE,
C O U R T H O U S E  S P P L S ,
MTRLS,HARDWARE,EMS FAN ..
............................................... 204.73

SHORT ELLIOTT HENDRICKSON
INC, CHCBS WATERMAIN EXT .
............................................ 2,202.20

SPEICHER, DEAN, VA COMM MTG 
2-13-24 .................................... 25.00

STANTON ELECTRIC, OUTSIDE
REPAIRS ON INTERSECTION
LIGHTING 18/EXETER ...... 211.65

SUPERIOR LUMBER INC, LUM-
BER,NASHUA SHOP DOOR.........
............................................... 518.09

SUPERIOR WELDING SUPPLY CO, 
WELDING SUPPLIES ......... 444.87

TELECOM SERVICES OF IOWA INC, 
NEW FAX LINE INSTALLATION  
............................................... 145.00

VERN LAURES AUTO CENTER INC, 
PARTS #16 & #9,VEH REMOT-
BATTERY ............................ 298.16

ZIP’S OUTFITTERS, CO SHER-
IFF-LINDSAY UNIFORMS 128.64

Grand Total: ........................... 62,763.58
   

No. 23736
3/14/24     3/15/24
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CHICKASAW COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ 
MINUTES March 4, 2024

The Board convened on Monday, 
March 4, 2024, at 9:00 AM with mem-
bers Breitbach, Kuhn, Suckow, Hackman 
and Cerwinske present in the Boardroom 
on the second floor of the Court House, 
New Hampton, Iowa.  Chairperson Cer-
winske called the meeting to order.  Also 
present were Attorney David Laudner, 
Auditor Sheila Shekleton,  Bob Fenske, 
member of media, Terry Johnson,  Short 
Elliott Hendrickson (SEH) Rustin Ling-
beek, Engineer Roman Lensing, Assessor 
Raymond Armel, Stanton Electric Chuck 
Stanton, Sheriff Ryan Shawver, Kathy 
Shekleton, Alhers & Cooney Attorney 
Jason Comisky (Phone).

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve the agenda for March 
4, 2024 with the 9:40 AM Custodian 
Dave Gorman tabled to a later date.  Roll 
Call:  All Ayes.   Motion carried.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by 
Breitbach  to approve the meeting min-
utes from February 26, 2024.   Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Suckow, Breitbach, Cerwinske.  
Abstained:  Hackman and Kuhn.   Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Breitbach  to approve the meeting min-
utes from February 27, 2024.   Roll Call:  
Ayes: Hackman, Breitbach,  Suckow, 
Cerwinske.  Abstained:  Kuhn.   Motion 
carried.

Motion by Breitbach, seconded by 
Suckow to amend the February 22, 2024 
minutes to have Supervisor Cerwinske 
leaving at 2:30 PM and have the adjourn-
ment read, Motion by Kuhn, seconded 
by Suckow to adjourn at 2:45 PM.  Roll 
Call:  Ayes:  Kuhn, Suckow, Breitbach.  
Absent:  Hackman and Cerwinske.  Roll 
Call:  Breitbach, Suckow, Kuhn.  Ab-
stained Hackman and Cerwinske.  Mo-
tion carried.

Public comment.  Terry Johnson 
asked about the owl working last week 
and that he had negative feelings about 
the Chickasaw Heritage Building Center 
Water Main Extension Project.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to set the 2nd Monday of the 
month for the end of quarter department 
meetings:  March 11 @ 1:00 P.M., June 
10 @ 1:00 P.M., September 9 @ 1:00 
P.M.,  and December 9 @1:00 P.M..  
Roll Call:  All Ayes.   Motion carried.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Bre-
itbach to open Public Hearing Pursuant 
to Iowa Code Section 26.12 for Proposed 
Public Improvement Project at 9:12 AM.  
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Kuhn, Breitbach, Suc-
kow, Hackman, and Cerwinske.  Motion 
carried.

Discussion for and against Chick-
asaw Heritage Building Center Water 
Main Extension Project.  No written 

comment.
Motion by Hackman, seconded by 

Suckow to close Public Hearing Pursuant 
to Iowa Code Section 26.12 for Proposed 
Public Improvement Project at 9:23 AM.  
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Hackman, Suckow, 
Breitbach, Kuhn, and Cerwinske.  Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to direct the County Attorney to 
draft two resolutions one to approve con-
tract and bond and the second to award 
the contract for Chickasaw Heritage 
Building Center Water Main Extension 
Project to Popp Excavating, Inc, Osage 
Iowa,  for $143.838.75.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  
Hackman, Suckow, Cerwinske.  Nays:  
Breitbach, Kuhn.  Motion carried.

Discussion of the Urban Renewal 
Plan updates with Alhers & Cooney At-
torney Jason Comisky (Phone).

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve RESOLUTION #03-
04-24-09 FOR A COUNTY TO AWARD 
CONTRACT & DELEGATE CON-
TRACT SIGNING IN DOC EXPRESS-
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, 
hereafter referred to as “the Board”, be-
lieves the Bridge Replacement - PPCB 
Project BROS-C019(111)—5F-19, here-
after referred to as “the project” is in the 
best interest of Chickasaw County, Iowa, 
and the residents thereof. The project 
is defined as Bridge Replacement Proj-
ect – PPCB on 310th St., over East Fork 
Wapsipinicon River, S34, T94, R12; 
and WHEREAS, the Board has sought 
appropriate professional guidance for 
the concept and planning for the project 
and followed the steps as required by the 
Code of Iowa for notifications, hearings, 
and bidding/letting’ and HEREAS, the 
Board finds this resolution appropriate 
and necessary to protect, preserve, and 
improve the rights, privileges, property, 
peace, safety, health, welfare, comfort, 
and convenience of Chickasaw County 
and its citizens, all as provided for in 
and permitted by section 331.301 of the 
Code of Iowa; and IT IS THEREFORE 
RESOLVED, by the Board to accept the 
bid from Peterson Contractors Inc. in the 
amount of $1,215,158.05 and awards to 
associated contract(s) to the same; Dated 
at Chickasaw County, Iowa, this 4th day 
of March, 2024 /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, 
Chairman, Aye: Hackman, Suckow, 
Breitbach, Kuhn, Cerwinske  /ss/Attest: 
Sheila Shekleton Auditor The full text 
of the resolution can be obtained at the 
Auditor’s Office or online on county’s 
website https://www.chickasawcounty.
iowa.gov under Departments, Board of 
Supervisors, Resolutions.

Motion by Hackman, seconded 
by Kuhn to approve RESOLUTION 
#03-04-24-10 FOR A COUNTY TO 
AWARD CONTRACT & DELEGATE 
CONTRACT SIGNING IN DOC EX-

PRESS WHEREAS, the Board of Su-
pervisors, hereafter referred to as “the 
Board”, believes the Traffic Sign Project 
HSIP-SWAP-C019(112)—FJ-19, here-
after referred to as “the project” is in 
the best interest of Chickasaw County, 
Iowa, and the residents thereof. The 
project is defined as Traffic Signs Proj-
ect on B-16, B-22, B-28, B-33, B-44, 
B-54, B-57, T-76, V-56, V-64, 225th 
St., Kenwood Ave. & South Linn Ave.; 
and WHEREAS, the Board has sought 
appropriate professional guidance for 
the concept and planning for the project 
and followed the steps as required by the 
Code of Iowa for notifications, hearings, 
and bidding/letting’ and WHEREAS, the 
Board finds this resolution appropriate 
and necessary to protect, preserve, and 
improve the rights, privileges, property, 
peace, safety, health, welfare, comfort, 
and convenience of Chickasaw County 
and its citizens, all as provided for in 
and permitted by section 331.301 of the 
Code of Iowa; and IT IS THEREFORE 
RESOLVED, by the Board to accept the 
bid from Iowa Plains Signing, Inc. in the 
amount of $65,770.00 and awards to as-
sociated contract(s) to the same;  Dated 
at Chickasaw County, Iowa, this 4th day 
of March, 2024 /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, 
Chairman, Aye: Hackman, Kuhn, Bre-
itbach, Suckow, Cerwinske  /ss/Attest: 
Sheila Shekleton Auditor The full text 
of the resolution can be obtained at the 
Auditor’s Office or online on county’s 
website https://www.chickasawcounty.
iowa.gov under Departments, Board of 
Supervisors, Resolutions.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Breit-
bach to approve RESOLUTION #03-04-
24-11 FOR A COUNTY TO AWARD 
CONTRACT & DELEGATE CON-
TRACT SIGNING IN DOC EXPRESS 
WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors, 
hereafter referred to as “the Board”, be-
lieves the Pavement Markings Project 
FM-C019(114)—55-19, hereafter re-
ferred to as “the project” is in the best 
interest of Chickasaw County, Iowa, and 
the residents thereof. The project is de-
fined as Pavement Markings Project on 
various county roads; and

WHEREAS, the Board has sought 
appropriate professional guidance for 
the concept and planning for the project 
and followed the steps as required by the 
Code of Iowa for notifications, hearings, 
and bidding/letting’ and WHEREAS, the 
Board finds this resolution appropriate 
and necessary to protect, preserve, and 
improve the rights, privileges, property, 
peace, safety, health, welfare, comfort, 
and convenience of Chickasaw County 
and its citizens, all as provided for in 
and permitted by section 331.301 of the 
Code of Iowa; and IT IS THEREFORE 
RESOLVED, by the Board to accept the 
bid from Vogel Traffic Services, Inc. in 

the amount of $171,883.10 and awards to 
associated contract(s) to the same;  Dated 
at Chickasaw County, Iowa, this 4th day 
of March, 2024 /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, 
Chairman, Aye:  Kuhn, Breitbach,Suc-
kow, Hackman, Cerwinske  /ss/Attest: 
Sheila Shekleton Auditor The full text 
of the resolution can be obtained at the 
Auditor’s Office or online on county’s 
website https://www.chickasawcounty.
iowa.gov under Departments, Board of 
Supervisors, Resolutions.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to move forward with a 28E 
agreement with the City of New Hamp-
ton for a locally let PCC Paving Project 
on Kenwood Ave, from 210th Street to 
U.S Highway 18 and direct County At-
torney to draw the contract up with terms 
of a five-year contract, interest free, and 
five annual payments.  The first payment 
set for July 5, 2025.  Roll Call:  Aye:  
Hackman, Suckow, Breitbach, Kuhn, 
Cerwinske.  Motion carried.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Bre-
itbach to approve the EMS remodeling 
project contract for $169,162.00, with      

Stanton Electric to be Contract Man-
ager, authorize chair signature, make sure 
we have liability insurance, and payment 
will come from EMS budget and ARPA 
budget.  Supervisor Kuhn called a ques-
tion.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to amend motion to pay the 
$169,162.00 for the EMS remodeling 
project out of EMS fund Supervisor 
Hackman called a question. Roll Call:  
Ayes:  Hackman, Suckow. Nays:  Bre-
itbach, Kuhn, Cerwinske.  Motion failed.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Bre-
itbach to amend 1st motion to approve 
the EMS remodeling project contract 
for $169,162.00, with Stanton Electric 
to be Contract Manager, authorize chair 
signature, make sure we have liability 
insurance, and payment not to exceed 
$64,000.00 will come from ARPA bud-
get and the rest from EMS budget.  Roll 
Call: Ayes:  Kuhn, Breitbach, Cerwinske 
Nays: Suckow, Hackman.  Motion car-
ried.

Discussed Health and Dental Insur-
ance renewal.

Budget work session
Consensus of the board to set Public 

Hearing for Tax Levies for March 25 at 
1:00 PM next week’s meeting.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve RESOLUTION 03-
04-24-12 WHEREAS, the Chickasaw 
County Compensation Board meets an-
nually to recommend a compensation 
schedule for elected officials for the fis-
cal year immediately following, in accor-
dance with Iowa Code Sections 331.905 
and 331.907, and WHEREAS, the Chick-
asaw County Compensation Board met 
on December 6, 2023 and made the fol-

lowing salary recommendations for the
following elected officials for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2024:

Elected Official, Current Salary, Pro-
posed increase, Recommended Salary.

Auditor: 72,351.38, $6,511.62, 
$78,863.00

County Attorney: $121,641.77,
$10,947.76, $132,589.53

Recorder: $72,342.14, 6,510.79, 
$78,852.93

Sheriff: $99,616.32, $8,9653.47,
108,581.79

Supervisors: $33,951.65, $3055.65, 
$37,007.30

Treasurer: $72,342.14, $6,510.79,
$78,852.93

WHEREAS, the Chickasaw County
Board of Supervisors may decrease the 
recommendation for the elected offi-
cials--so long as the decrease is by an
equal percentage--and also may decrease
the recommendation for the Supervisors
irrespective of any decrease for the other
elected officials; and WHEREAS, the 
Chickasaw County Board of Supervi-
sors intends to decrease the recommen-
dation for the Supervisors by 6.7% and 
the recommendation for the other elected
officials by 66.7%; THEREFORE, BE
IT RESOLVED that the Chickasaw 
County Board of Supervisors approves 
the following salary adjustments for the
following elected officials for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 2024:

Elected Official, Current Salary, Pro-
posed Increase, Recommended Salary

Auditor: $72,351.38, $2170.54,
$74,521.92

County Attorney: $121,641.77,
$3,649.25, $125,291.02

Recorder: $72,342.14, $2,170.26,
74,512.40

Sheriff: $99,616.32, $2988.49,
$102,604.81

Superviisors: $33,951,65, $1,018.55, 
$34,970.20

Treasurer: $72,342.14, $2,170.26,
$74,512.40

Approved on this 4th day of March
2024.  /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, Chairman, 
Aye: Hackman, Suckow, Cerwinske.
Nays:  Kuhn, Breitbach.  /ss/Attest:
Sheila Shekleton Auditor

Committee Assignments
Supervisor Cerwinske, Floyd, Mitch-

ell, Chickasaw County Landfill, February
28.

Motion by Kuhn, seconded by Suc-
kow to adjourn at 11:57 AM. Roll Call:
Kuhn, Suckow, Breitbach, Hackman,
Cerwinske. Motion carried.

Scott Cerwinske, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Sheila Shekleton, Secre-

tary to the Board
No. 23770

3/14/24    3/15/24
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COUNTY NAME:
CHICKASAW COUNTY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING -PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY
Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

COUNTY NUMBER:
19

The County Board of Supervisors will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year County tax asking as follows:
Meeting Date: 3/27/2024      Meeting Time: 06:00 PM      Meeting Location: Courtroom, 3rd Floor of the Courthouse, 8 E Prospect, New Hampton, IA 50659

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax levy,
the Board will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed county budget.

County Website (if available)
https://www.chickasawcounty.iowa.gov/                         County Telephone Number

(641) 394-2100

Iowa Department of Management

Current Year
Certified

Property Tax
 

FY 2023/2024

Budget Year
Effective Tax

   
FY 2024/2025

Budget Year
Proposed Tax

   
FY 2024/2025

Taxable Valuations-General Services 922,031,747 934,724,123 934,724,123
Requested Tax Dollars-Countywide Rates 4,776,130 4,776,130 5,823,472
Tax Rate-Countywide 5.17386 5.10967 6.21964

Taxable Valuations-Rural Services 665,508,448 671,612,468 671,612,468
Requested Tax Dollars-Additional Rural Levies 2,209,055 2,209,055 2,485,638
Tax Rate-Rural Additional 3.31935 3.28918 3.70100
Rural Total 8.49321 8.39885 9.92064

Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed

Residential property with an
Actual/Assessed Valuation of $100,000

Current Year
Certified

Property Tax
FY 2023/2024

Budget Year
Proposed Tax
FY 2024/2025

Percent
Change

Urban Taxpayer 283 288 1.77
Rural Taxpayer 464 460 -0.86

Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed

Commercial property with an
Actual/Assessed Value of $100,000

Current Year
Certified

Property Tax
FY 2023/2024

Budget Year
Proposed Tax
FY 2024/2025

Percent
Change

Urban Taxpayer 283 288 1.77
Rural Taxpayer 464 460 -0.86

Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
General Supplemental levy and Rural Services Basic levy has increased. General Supplement increase due to the increase cost of operating expense, general and tort insurance and health
insurance . Rural Services increase is due to increased daily expenses and moving two law enforcement deputies.

No. 23771
3/14/24  3/15/24

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR Chickasaw COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF

David Allen Korinke, Deceased
CASE NO.  ESPR003201

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATOR AND NOTICE 

TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the Es-

tate of David Allen Korinke, Deceased, 
who died on or about February 22, 2024:

You are hereby notified that on
March 6, 2024, the undersigned was ap-
pointed administrator of the estate.

Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are requested 
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims 
against the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above-named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed by the 
later to occur four months from the date 
of the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of the mailing of
this notice (unless otherwise allowed or
paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated on March 11, 2024
Sandra Lawrenz
Administrator of the Estate
110 5th Street NW
Rockford IA 50468

Judith O’Donohoe, ICIS#:                                                                  
      AT0005849

Attorney for the Administrator
ELWOOD, O’DONOHOE, BRAUN                                                                                                                                            

      & WHITE, LLP
116 North Main Street
PO Box 307
Charles City, IA  50616
Date of second publication 21st day 

of March

No. 23775
3/14/24    3/21/24
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YOUR ONLINE SOURCE FOR 
PUBLIC NOTICES IN IOWA.

Three Chickasaw County incumbents fi le nominating papers primary
Chickasaw County’s auditor 

and sheriff , along with one of 
three supervisors up for elec-
tion, all have fi led papers to 

be on the ballot for the June 4 
primary.

Candidates who want to be 
on the ballot for the primary 

have until 5 p.m. on Friday, 
March 22, to turn in their can-
didate papers to the Chickasaw 
County Auditor’s Offi  ce.

Filing last week were 
Republican Auditor Sheila 
Shekleton, Republican Sheriff  
Ryan Shawver and Democratic 

District 1 Supervisor Steve 
Breitbach.

All three are seeking their 
fi rst full four-year terms in 
offi  ce. Breitbach won a spe-
cial election in 2021 to fi ll the 
vacancy created by the death 
of Rick Holthaus. Shekleton 
won an election in 2022 to fi ll 
the term vacated by Stephanie 
Mashek earlier that year and 
Shawver was appointed sheriff  
in January 2023 after Marty 
Hemann retired.

Two other county seats are 
also on the ballot this year. 
Republican Jake Hackman is 
currently fi nishing his second 
term as the District 3 super-
visor while Matt Kuhn, also 
a Republican, is completing 
his fi rst term as the District 4 
supervisor.

Two supervisors — Scott 
Cerwinske, whose District 2 
includes the Nashua area, and 
Travis Suckow — were elect-

ed in 2022 and aren’t up for 
re-election until 2026.

State candidates must have 
their nominating papers turned 
in by March 15 to be on the pri-
mary ballot.

State Rep. Charley 
Thompson, R-Charles City, is 
the lone candidate to fi le thus 
far in District 58 that covers all 
of Chickasaw County and most 
of Bremer and Floyd counties.

The other legislator, 
State Sen. Sandy Salmon, 
R-Janesville, who represents 
Chickasaw County, is not up for 
election this year. Her district 
also includes the rest of Bremer 
County, including the city of 
Waverly, as well as all of Butler 
county.

Those interested in seeking 
county offi  ces can pick up nom-
inating papers at the Auditor’s 
Offi  ce, and those who have 
questions about the process can 
call 641-394-2100.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING -PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX
LEVY

Proposed NASHUA-PLAINFIELD Property Tax Levy Fiscal Year
July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

Location of Public Hearing: JH/HS Commons 612 Greeley
Street Nashua, IA 50658 Date of Public Hearing: 3/25/2024 Time of Public Hearing:

07:00 PM

Location of Notice on School Website: https://www.nashua-
plainfield.k12.ia.us/

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present oral or written objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax levy,
the Board will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed budget.

Current Year   Final Property
Tax Dollar Levy  FY 2024

Budget Year   Effective Property Tax Dollar Levy  (No
change in Property Tax Dollars Levied)  FY 2025

Budget Year   Proposed Property
Tax Dollar Levy  FY 2025

General Fund Levy 1 2,239,228 2,239,228 2,284,197
Instructional Support Levy 2 111,429 111,429 99,951
Management 3 245,585 245,585 491,394
Amana Library 4 0 0 0
Voted Physical Plant and Equipment 5 341,917 341,917 172,377
Regular Physical Plant and Equipment 6 94,146 94,146 95,883
Reorganization Equalization 7 0 0 0
Public Education/Recreation (Playground) 8 0 0 0
Debt Service 9 0 0 0
Grand Total 10 3,032,305 3,032,305 3,143,802

Current Year   Final Property
Tax Rate  FY 2024

Budget Year   Effective Property Tax Rate  (No
change in Property Tax Dollars Levied)  FY 2025

Budget Year   Proposed Property
Tax Rate  FY 2025

Grand Total Levy Rate 10.62877 10.43626 10.82001

Property Tax Comparison Current Year   Property Taxes Proposed  Property Taxes Percent Change
Residential property with an 
Actual/Assessed Value of $100,000 581 501 -13.77

Commercial property with an 
Actual/Assessed Value of $100,000 581 501 -13.77

Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties have
the same Rollback Percentage at $100,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
Increase in enrollment.

No. 23763
3/15/24



BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

When it was all said and done, 
it turned out that the chairman 
of the Chickasaw County Board 
of Supervisors didn’t need to 
call into Monday’s meeting.

Scott Cerwinske, who was 
unable to attend Monday’s meet-
ing, did make a brief appearance 
via telephone. In large part, it 
was because many thought he 
would be the tie-breaking vote 
to offi  cially award a contract 
to an Osage fi rm that will do 
the work to enable the coun-
ty-owned Heritage Building 
Center to hook up to the city of 
New Hampton’s water system.

It turned out Cerwinske 
wasn’t needed as one of the 
board members, Matt Kuhn, 
who had consistently been 
opposed to the project, had a 
change of heart and voted to 
approve the contract with Popp 
Excavating.

“I had several constituents 
reach out to me, and they made 
some really good points,” Kuhn 
said after the meeting. “They 
helped me change my mind. We 
got such a good price on it … 
and if we ever sell the building, 
it’s certainly going to be a plus 
to have [city water].”

The Heritage is just outside 

the city limits and currently 
houses the county’s Veterans 
Aff airs offi  ce and is also home 
to several non-profi t organi-
zations. Concerns over water 
quality led supervisors last year 
to explore hooking into New 

Hampton’s system.
The city agreed, as long as 

the county installed a larg-
er-than-needed pipe and a 
“fl usher.” At one point, though, 
the estimated cost of the proj-
ect was almost $230,000, and 

Kuhn, along with Supervisor 
Steve Breitbach, voiced con-
cerns about moving ahead.

When supervisors, though, 
opened bids during a meeting 
last week, Popp submitted the 
low bid at $143,838.76, and on 

Monday, they learned that in 
all likelihood that price will be 
even lower after a change order 
is approved.

“It’s hard to beat that price,” 
Kuhn said, “and that was a big 
reason I voted yes today.”

Breitbach, who has support-
ed putting in a “conditioner sys-
tem,” did vote no, but Kuhn was 
joined by the rest of the board — 
Jake Hackman, Travis Suckow 
and Cerwinske — in giving fi nal 
approval to the project.
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Business Directory2024          NASHUA

Contact us to get 
YOUR Business 

Included! 
801 Riverside Dr

Charles City, Iowa
641-394-2111

WANT TO BE INCLUDED?

Contact Laurie - accounting@nhtrib.com

LUMBER STORE

Everything You Need
To Build & Remodel.

Family owned & operated with knowledge and
experience on making your vision come to life.

601 Busti Ave, Elma, IA • Ph: 641-393-2385
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm

Sat 7:30am-12pm

• Home Building Supplies • Custom Design Work
• Agriculture Building Packages �������	��
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MEAT LOCKER

Deerfield
Locker, LLC.
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641-364-2925
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WELDING/STEEL

Mervin H. Zimmerman
Phone 641-732-6789

• Custom Fabrication & Welding
• Ag Repair

1018 Quail Ave.
Orchard, Iowa 50460

MONUMENTS

RLESHA

ITY GRANITE WORKS

1109 S. Grand Avenue • Charles City
Phone: 641-228-2328  Toll Free: 1-888-455-4361

www.kjgems.com

FARM SPECIALITSTS

PAINTING

Interior - Exterior

Free Estimates
“SERViNG NORTHEAST IOWA”

CELL: (563)380-9595

AGRICULTURE & FARMING

Adams • Alden • Blooming Prairie • Brownsdale • Carpenter
Charles City • Conger • Elgin • Emmons • Grafton • Greene (NAPA)

Lansing • Leroy London • Manly • Marble Rock • Northwood
Oakland • Oelwein • Randalia • Rockford • Rose Creek • Rudd

Stacyville • Sumner • Toeterville

Phone: 641-715-1203
Area Locations:

Serving all your
Agronomy, Energy,
Feed & Grain Needs

www.nexus.coop

TRUCKING

Three Generations
One Tradition

Rausch Bros.
Trucking
Ionia, Iowa
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Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 6:00pm

12 Woodbridge Street
Nashua, Iowa 50658
(641) 435-2102

Dr. Alex Anthofer
Chiropractic Physician

CHIROPRACTIC

FINANCIAL

HEATING & PLUMBING

Cooperative, Comfortable & Personal Service

Allen Pederson

INSURANCE

Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
Independent agents here for you

Medicare Supplements, PDP Plans, 
Medicare Advantage, Individual Health, 
Long Term Care, Life Ins., COST Plans

brianulrichs@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook - Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
www.ulrichsinsurance.com

122 N. 2nd St.
P.O. Box 611
Greene, IA 50636 Office: 641-816-4276

MISC.

Butler County REC

INTERNET / TV / PHONE

Your Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the World

Digital TV
• Over 235 of your 
favorite channels, 
including digital 
pause, HD and 

premium channels 
like HBO & Starz.

High Speed 
Internet

• Unlimited, Ultra-fast, 
Ultra-reliable internet 

with speeds up 
to 1 Gbps.

Telephone
• Safe, secure, 

and reliable.  Our 
phone service 

keeps you 
connected with 

those who matter 
to you.

715 Main Street • Plainfield, Iowa

 319-276-4458
www.Butler-Bremer.com

ATTORNEY

641.228.4500
1300 Grove St. PO Box 454

Charles City, IA

541.732.3796
515 State Street

Osage, IA

www.walkprichard.com

Todd Prichard
Mark Walk

William Baresel
Aaron Murphy
Mark E. Huegel

Law • Financial • Tax • Titles

TREATAA ING ADULTLL  & PT EDIATAA RIC PC APP TAA IENTS

NASHUA THERAPY CLINIC
�������	
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P: 641-435-4476 • F: 641-435-4491
taylorphysicaltherapy.com

Physical Therapy • Speech Therapy

ELECTRIC

Local Service for Over 50 Years

Stanton Electric
618 N. Sherman, New Hampton, IA 50659

641-394-3068
www.stantonelectricllc.com

Agricultural • Industrial
Commercial • Residential

Fast, Professional and Courteous Service

Call us for all your electrical needs, no job too big or too small!

INSURANCE
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formerly Peoples Insurance Agency

601 Dawn Ave.
Fredericksburg, IA 50630

563-237-5075

100 Poppe Ln. 
Nashua, IA 50658

641-435-4040
www.cornerstonemgmt.com

ASSISTED LIVING

SPORTING GOODS
WE BUY, SELL & TRADE FOR GUNS!

Firearms • Ammo • Hunting 
Fishing • Camping • Boating 

Knives & Survival Gear

Outdoors & More, Inc.
220 N. Elm St. • Cresco, IA 52136

(563) 547-5071
www.outdoorsandmore.net

Sharpening Services & Concealed 
Carry Classes Available!

LAND REAL ESTATE

NICK HOPP

HighPointLandComppany.comghPointLandComppany

HIGHPOINTLANDCOMPANY.COM

HEALTHCARE

Decorah, Iowa 52101
563.382.2911 • WinnMed.org

TILING
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

SITE DEVELOPMENT-UNDERGROUND UTILITIES
STATE APPROVED AGGREGATE PRODUCTS

COMPLETE MUNICIPAL & INDUSTRIAL 
WASTE WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

FIELD DRAINAGE

OFFICE: 563.238.7150
EMAIL: blazekcorp@msn.com
2005 Union Avenue - Lawler, Iowa 52154

with gutter spikes, or compromise your
shingled roof with layover straps.

All 100% American Made Products

Call Us - We Do It Different
641-435-2590 • Nashua, IA

After All, It’s Not Just Gutters…It’s Your Home!

#1 Rated#1 Rated
Gutter GuardGutter Guard

Covers
BROTHERS’ROTHERS’ CUSTOMUSTOM SEAMLESSEAMLESS GUTTERS

We offer 5 & 6 inch GuttersW

wwwww.BrothersGuttersIA.com

GUTTERS

Affordable Tree Removal & Trimming

Fully Insured    FREE QUOTES
Call or Text Michael

641.426.6767

House
March 22, 23, 24

Friday & Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

Call: 1-800-632-5985all: 1-800-6632-59631 8
5 S Main St. • Hazleton • ww horkheimerhomes.com5 S. Main St. • Hazleton • wMain St. • Hazleton • www.how ms.es moccs.cococccc..ccc. m5 S315 S. M5 nain Snninain SSi
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2 or 3
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Homes 28’x40’
$93,900
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HOME SHOW
SPECIAL

NASHUA-PLAINFIELD COM-
MUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Special Board Meeting

February 28, 2024
Nashua-Plainfield JH/HS

Commons 5:00 p.m.
I. Call to Order
Meeting was called to order at 5:01 

pm by President Pat Lentz. Present: 
Laura Folkerts, Chris Hagen, Cody Jen-
sen, Lara Lawrence, Patrick Lentz. Also 
Present: Elementary Principal Shannon 
Wurzer, JH/HS Principal Dean Young-
blut, Superintendent Todd Liechty, and 
Board Secretary Ashley Ratliff

II. Approve Agenda
Motion by Laura Folkerts, Second 

by Cody Jensen to approve the agenda. 
Motion carried unanimously.

III. Approve Fundraiser
Motion by Laura Folkerts, Second 

by Lara Lawrence to approve the Cookie 
Dough Fundraiser for Instrumental 
Music. Motion carried unanimously.

IV. Approve Interagency Agreements
Motion by Laura Folkerts, Second by 

Chris Hagen to approve the Interagency 
Agreements with Dubuque, Clarksville, 
and Johnston. Motion carried unani-
mously.

V. Citizen Comments on Budget Is-
sues

Some individuals were concerned 
with how the budget cuts would directly 
affect them, and others were concerned 
with the long-term sustainability of the 
school district.

VI. Report on Current Fiscal Year 
Expenditures

Superintendent Todd Liechty went 
over the report on current fiscal year ex-
penditures. No action was taken.

VII. Enrollment and Budget Predic-
tions Moving Forward

Superintendent Todd Liechty went 
over the report on current fiscal year ex-
penditures. No action was taken.

VIII. Recommendations and Budget 
Reductions and Options

Superintendent Todd Liechty re-
viewed his recommendations with the
board on the proposed budget reductions.

IX. School Board Deliberations and 
Action on Budget Reductions

Motion by Chris Jensen, Second by 
Lara Lawrence to approve 2 BLT team 
members in each building instead of 6 
and to eliminate the Instructional Coach 
position in the Elementary and move 
them into the classroom. Motion carried 
unanimously.

Motion by Laura Folkerts, second by 
Lara Lawrence to flex unspent TQ Funds 
to the General Fund at the end of the fis-
cal year, which is estimated to be around 
$10,000. Motion carried unanimously.

Motion by Lara Folkerts, second by 
Chris Hagen to approve reducing the cur-
rent health insurance stipend from $700/
mo to the cost of single health insurance 
on Plan 2 in the amount of $563.64 (for 
staff hired prior to FY24) starting in
FY25. Motion carried 4-1.

X. Adjourn
Laura Folkerts adjourned at 7:36 pm, 

seconded by Lara Lawrence. Motion car-
ried unanimously.

The next regular Board Meeting will 
be held on Monday, March 11 at 7 pm in 
the MS/HS Commons.

Ashley Ratliff
SBO/Board Secretary
Pat Lentz
Board President

No. 23772
3/15/24
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THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR Chickasaw COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF

Robert Thran, Deceased
CASE NO. ESPR003202

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF 
EXECUTOR AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the Es-

tate of Robert Thran, Deceased, who died
on or about February 15, 2024:

You are hereby notified that on
March 7th, 2024, the undersigned was 
appointed administrator of the estate.

Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are requested 
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims 
against the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed by the 
later to occur four months from the date 
of the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of the mailing of
this notice (unless otherwise allowed or
paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated on 3/11/24
Anthony Thran, Executor of the 
Estate
102 Dawn Drive
Nashua, IA  50658
Christine B. Skilton, ICIS#:         

      AT0007262
Attorney for the Administrator
Cronin, Skilton & Skilton, P.L.L.C.
Cronin, Skilton & Skilton, P.L.L.C.,  

      205 Brasher Street
P.O. Box 39
Nashua, IA  50658-0039
Date of second publication 21st day

of March.
No.23778

3/15/24    3/22/24
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Supervisors move ahead with water project at Heritage

MEET THE HUSKIES’ 
SPRING SPORTS 

ATHLETES IN THE 
MARCH 29 REPORTER!
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Automotive

Responsibilities & requirement:
• must be 16 years or older
• wash/detail equipment
• lawn mowing
• light mechanical work
• full-time position possible

PART TIME SHOP HELP
What we offer:
• clean work environment
• friendly staff
• competitive pay
• flexible hours 

NEW HAMPTON RED POWER 
2205 240th Street
New Hampton, IA 50659
Equal opportunity employer

CONTACT
contact: Buck Henderson 
e) buckh@redpowerteam.com
p) (641) 394-3178

Apply online! redpowerteam.com/careers

for the award-winning
Dickinson County News

and The Okobojian

Th is  pos i t ion  w i l l  remain  open un t i l  f i l l ed .  A l l  peop le  w i th  the  appropr ia te  sk i l l s  w i l l  be  cons idered  fo r  the  pos i t ion .

Requirements: Exce l len t  in te rv iew ing , 
repor t ing ,  wr i t ing  and  grammat ica l  sk i l l s ;

the  ab i l i t y  to  hand le  mu l t ip le  tasks ;  the 
sk i l l s  to  make dead l ines ;  the  sk i l l s  to
f ind  and take  in te res t ing  photographs 

tha t  te l l  the  s to ry  o f  an  event  o r  ac t i v i t y ; 
the  w i l l i ngness  to  speak  w i th  peop le ; 

the  knowledge to  dea l  w i th  soc ia l  i ssues
and po l i t i cs ;  the  ab i l i t y  to  pu t  persona l

op in ions  as ide  and te l l  the  s to r ies  o f 
o thers ;  and  the  des i re  to  learn  more

about  o thers  and  the  communi ty.

HELP 
WANTED

NEWS EDITOR

DICKINSON
COUNTY NEWS

1721 Hill  Avenue | Spirit Lake, IA | 712.336.1211

I f  you  a re  ready  to  serve  the  D ick inson County  a rea 
and i t s  c i t i zens  in  th is  in te res t ing  and fas t -paced
pro fess ion ,  send a  resume and any  suppor t ing 
mater ia ls  to  pub l i sher@spencerda i l y repor te r.com.

Ed•i•tor
a person who is in charge
of and determines the final
content of a text, particularly 
a newspaper or magazine.

Com•mu•ni•ty
an interacting population of 
various kinds of individuals
in a common location.

News•pa•per
a paper that is printed and
distributed usually daily or 
weekly and that contains 
news, articles of opinion,
features, and advertising.

Floyd County Environmental Health 
Specialist/Zoning Administrator/

911 Signs Administrator
Primary duties include conducting septic system site evaluations 
and annual inspections of septic system pumpers, performing 
well inspections, collecting water sample tests, installing 911 
addressing signs, inspecting swimming pools and tattoo parlors, 
overseeing nuisance and dog bite complaints, and preparing and 
adhering to approved budgets.

A qualifying candidate must have basic mechanical and critical-
thinking skills, must become well-versed in local and state laws 

Microsoft Word/Excel/Outlook. Basic Geographic Information 
System knowledge preferred.

EOE

AROUND-THE-CLOCK 
RELIABILITYRELIABILITY

FIRE CHIEF
The City of Charles City, Iowa is accepting applications 

experience and/or educational training. The successful 

and manufacturing. The Fire Chief would supervise a 

Upon receipt of a cover letter, resume and city application 
www.cityofcharlescity.org) the 

candidate will receive a testing/interview date. Charles City 

Applications and required paperwork  
must be submitted to the City of Charles City,  

105 Milwaukee Mall, Charles City, Iowa 50616  
or on-line by April 12th, 2024 at noon.

 

Help Wanted
POLICE OFFICER: Indianola Police 
Department is taking applications for 
the positions of Police/Patrol Offi  cer. 
Obtain applications by visiting 
https://indianolaiowa.applicantpro.
com/jobs , choose Police Offi  cer. 
Deadline 5/10/2024 EOE

Miscellaneous
ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off  Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-913-1560

PREPARE FOR power outages to-
day with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-855-954-5087 to-
day to schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power move.

Boats/Trailers
ALUMACRAFT, CRESTLINER 
BOATS, YAMAHA, MERCURY OUT-
BOARDS. STARK’S PRICE IS BEST. 
PH 608-326-2478

MCN
AB SALES Woodworking machin-
ery! We sell most major brands. 
Good inventory of new & Used ma-
chines in stock From Commercial to 
hobby. Also buying used machinery. 
More info? Call Allen 715-229-2222. 
(mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-770-8025. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! (mcn)

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-770-8025. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-846-
4036. (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Aff ordable prices 
- No payments for 18 months! Life-
time warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available. 
Call: 844-316-8181. (mcn)

BECOME A Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-516-0706 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Midwest (mcn)

MCN
BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next 
day installation! Call 855-824-1258. 
(mcn)

BUYING AND selling silver bars, 
silver dollars, rare coins, gold coins, 
gold jewelry, any gold-silver items, 
collector coins, currency. Kuehl’s 
Coins, Fairmont, MN, 507-235-
3886/507-399-9982. (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance -NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-855-973-
9175 www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258. (mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CAN-
CER and 65+? You may qualify for 
a substantial cash award. NO ob-
ligation! We’ve recovered millions. 
Let us help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-
1701. (mcn)

DIRECTV SPORTS Pack. 3 Months 
on Us! Watch pro and college sports 
LIVE. Plus over 40 regional and spe-
cialty networks included. NFL, Col-
lege Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. 
(mcn)

DON’T LET the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn)

DON’T PAY For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home warranty 
covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND 
APPLIANCES. We stand by our ser-
vice and if we can’t fi x it, we’ll re-
place it! Pick the plan that fi ts your 
budget! Call: 1-877-743-7971(mcn)

DONATE YOUR car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our veter-
ans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax deduc-
tion! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off  Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-577-1268. 
(mcn)

GET BOOST Infi nite! Unlimited Talk, 
Text and Data For Just $25/mo! The 
Power Of 3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On Us! 877-
683-5440. (mcn)

MCN
GET DISH Satellite TV + Internet! 
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-434-0020 
(mcn)

GET YOUR deduction ahead of the 
year-end! Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous year-end tax credit. Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at 1-855-
977-7030 today! (mcn)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 States. 
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help vet-
erans fi nd work or start their own 
business. Call 24/7: 844-913-2887. 
(mcn)

HI-SPEED INTERNET, ANYWHERE! 
Shop With A Viasat Expert For High 
Speed Satellite Internet. New Cus-
tomer Deals In Your Area. Nation-
wide Service. CALL NOW 1-877-
449-1844. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s 
fi rst off er. Many injured parties are 
entitled to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 
100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 
1-888-767-0798(mcn)

JACUZZI BATH Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or shower 
in as little as one day. For a limited 
time, we’re cutting installation costs 
in half and off ering a FREE safety 
upgrade! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. Off er ends 3/31/24 Call 1-855-
963-1988. (mcn)

LONG DISTANC E MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

MANUFACTURED HOMES , 
(2024, Vinyl/ Shingled. 2Br start 
at $39,999). (16x80) (3Br- 2Ba.) 
$74,999. (28X64) (4Br-2Ba) $84,999. 
Delivered Factory-Direct, E. Of I-35, 
North of I-80, to Minnesota Border. 
319-239-1920. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-0305 
(mcn)

OVER $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 877-326-
1608. (mcn)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner, Speedmas-
ter.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

MCN
PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

PREPARE FOR power outages to-
day with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 to-
day to schedule a free quote. It’s not 
just a generator. It’s a power move. 
(mcn)

REPLACE YOUR roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited 
Time Off er up to 50% off  installation 
+ Additional 10% off  install (for mil-
itary, health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-
907-2386. (mcn)

SAFE STEP. North Americas #1 
Walk-In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime 
warranty. Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 Off  for 
a limited time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-290-
5083. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows 
that a majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. Let us 
show you how much you can save. 
Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to connect to the 
right provider. (mcn)

SWITCH AND save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with fl exible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. 
For more information, call 1-888-
909-7338. (mcn)

THE BATHROOM of your dreams in 
as little as 1 day. Limited Time Off er 
- $1000 off  or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality ma-
terials & professional installation. Se-
nior & Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

THE COVID crisis has cost us all 
something. Many have lost jobs 
and fi nancial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT 
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D’Angeli-
co, Stromberg. And Gibson Mando-
lins / Banjos. 866-470-1643. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY your manufactured 
or mobile home 1990 and newer 
CENTURY HOMES of OSKALOOSA 
641-672-2344 (mcn)

MCN
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & 
RESTORATION: A small amount of 
water can lead to major damage 
and mold growth in your home. 
Our trusted professionals do com-
plete repairs to protect your family 
and your home’s value! Call 24/7: 
1-888-750-5574. Have zip code of 
service location ready when you 
call! (mcn)

WOODWORKING MACHINERY 
consignments wanted! For The WI 
Woodworker & Contractor Auc-
tion Held in Cashton WI April 26th. 
Complete shops or one machine. 
More info Call Allen 715-229-2222. 
(mcn)

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability 
benefi ts if you have are between 
52-63 years old and under a doc-
tor’s care for a health condition that 
prevents you from working for a 
year or more. Call now! 1-888-924-
0449. (mcn)

Get it

in the
 OLD

CALL
641-394-2111
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I want kids in the future to have the 
same opportunities I had, the same chanc-
es to compete that my sons had. And you 
know what? You need referees, umpires 
and starters to have games, meets and 
tournaments.

Trey and I both belong to the North 
Iowa Offi  cials Association (NIOA), a group 
that assigns games to us and recently sent 
out a desperate plea — my words; not 
theirs — for area residents to consider 
leaving the stands and becoming offi  cials.

"Now would be the time to give some 
serious thought about becoming a sports 
offi  cial," the NIOA letter stated, "because 
scheduled contests in your community 
and surrounding communities will not be 
played if there are no available offi  cials to 
offi  ciate these contests. That may be the 
case, starting with the 2024 baseball/soft-
ball seasons."

In other words, we need you. Our kids 
need you.

Everyone knows the pitfalls of being a 
ref or an umpire. You will never ever make 
all of the people in the stands happy all the 
time. You will get grief from time to time. 
Trust me, I know that by heart. 

But the rewards, people, the reward are 
great.

You get paid. Not a lot, mind you, but 
it's a good second gig. When I started offi  -
ciating baseball in 2021, I joked that my 
umpire checks were my "Colorado money" 

because Noah was playing football for the 
Buff aloes. Today, I joke that the checks 
are my "Southern Illinois" money so that 
I can spend this fall traveling around the 
Midwest to watch my son play for the 
Salukis.

The real rewards, however, with offi  -
ciating go far beyond the extra cash an 
offi  cial pockets; instead, they are all about 
the relationships you make with so many 
diff erent people. From coaches to players 
to athletic directors to the folks who man 
the concession stand, you're going to meet 
a lot of cool people.

And best of all, you'll work side-by-side 
with partners who share the same passion 
you have for the game and the lessons they 
teach.

I've worked with dozens of umpires 
over the course of the last three years. 
Some I've known for years; some I literally 
met for the fi rst time when I pulled into 
my parking spot 45 minutes before game 
time. 

They help me with this craft every sin-
gle morning and every single night. I've 
learned countless baseball lessons from 
them, but I've also learned just as many 
real-life lessons from them.

Organizations like the NIOA make it 
easier than ever to get into offi  ciating.

When I was talking with Mike Kalvig 
about offi  ciating his fi rst-ever state cham-
pionship game, he reminded me of how 
far we've come since I fi rst dabbled into 
offi  ciating years ago.

"Here I was in college and back then 
you had to go out and fi nd your own 
games," he said. "On one hand, it was a 
great learning experience because I had 
to write letters to the ADs and go through 
managing my own schedule. That was 
great, but with the assignors we have now, 
it's so much easier to get into this voca-
tion."

It is, yet here we are facing a dire need 
for folks to put on the stripes and set foot 
on the gridiron, the court and the mat or 
to put on the blue and step on to the dia-
mond.

And the offi  cials we have are graying. 
I'm 58, but at least for me as an offi  cial of 
under-varsity basketball and varsity base-
ball, I'm middle-aged.

I ran up and down the court on 26 dif-
ferent days this winter, and more than half 
those days, I was the kid on the crew. 

Look, I get it. It can be scary standing 
out in front of God and everyone — includ-
ing fans who take the games way too seri-
ously — and call holding or a block or a 
strike or a ball or near-fall points.

Your goal doesn't need to be a state 
championship game offi  cial. 

It doesn't even need to be working var-
sity games. 

We need you just as much for that sev-
enth-grade basketball game or that junior 
varsity wrestling tournament. Don't do it 
for the money; do it for the relationships 
you'll establish.

And do it for the kids.

my fi rst state championship 
game, but once the ball was in 
the air, as an offi  cial, you just 
remind yourself that it’s just 
another game.”

Kalvig, Hoff ert and Steege 
have worked together for the 
past two seasons, but over the 
years Kalvig said he has worked 
games with scores of offi  cials. 
And over the past 25 years, he’s 
learned something from almost 
every one of them.

“I think what I’ve loved about 
doing this job is that it really 
is a fraternity,” he said. “We 
talk about a lot of things — 
good calls, not-so-good calls, 
mechanics and everything else 
— and the guys you work with, 
they help you become better.”

Kalvig’s basketball season, 
however, didn’t end with the 
girls state tournament, where 
he also helped call a Class 3A 
opening round game between 
Des Moines Christian and 
Benton. Instead, the following 
week, he worked two games 
at the boys state tournament 
— a Class 2A opening round 
game between Unity Christian 
and Underwood and a Class 1A 
semifi nal game between North 
Linn and Winfield-Mount 
Union.

“I can’t remember the exact 
year I worked my fi rst state 
tournament,” he said, “but I can 
tell you how I felt when I found 
out I was going to get to go 
to state. I was really excited. 
Again, it’s something you strive 
for and when you consider they 
bring 60 [offi  cials] to the girls 
tournament and 50 to the boys 
… it’s a huge honor.”

But when he fi rst started 
calling fouls and violations 25 
years ago, Kalvig wasn’t think-
ing about state tournaments; 
instead, the money was nice, 
especially as a college student, 
and donning the stripes meant 
he could stay involved in the 
game.

“I was hooked almost imme-
diately,” he said. “When it 
comes right down to it, offi  ci-
ating is really about the people 
— the coaches, the players, the 
guys you work with, the fans. … 
I know it gets heated at times. 
It’s the nature of the business, 

right? But the relationships you 
gain, you build, when you ref, 
that, at least for me, is why you 
keep doing it.”

He had those early mentors 
— those offi  cials from Nashua 
— and partners who helped him 
along the way.

“It’s nice to see someone 
like Mike get a championship 
game,” said Trost, who still 
works high school and college 
football games. “He was one of 
those kids who has a really good 
temperament for offi  ciating. He 
still does, but if I said anything 
to him back then, it was proba-
bly more about how much fun 
you’ll have. The relationships, 
that’s what makes offi  ciating 
so much fun. That and staying 
involved in sports. You can’t 
play forever, but you can offi  ci-
ate a long, long time.”

Kalvig said the unsung heroes 
for many offi  cials are the family 
members who realize that their 
spouse or parent is going to 
spend numerous nights away 
from home.

Kalvig, the chief fi nancial 
offi  cer at Central Rivers Area 
Education Agency, spent more 
than 30 nights this past winter 
on a basketball court, not at 
home.

“If they’re not supportive of 
me doing something like this,” 
he said, “it isn’t going to work. 
Jill’s home hauling the kids to 
all their things so I can go offi  -
ciate. If she wasn’t supportive, I 
wouldn’t be doing this.”

And despite having spent a 
quarter of a century running 
up and down the court, Kalvig 
is one of the young offi  cials in 
Iowa.

Much has been written about 
the shortage of offi  cials in the 
state of Iowa, one that is begin-
ning to aff ect all sports. Kalvig, 
as most current offi  cials will, 
makes a solid pitch to those 
who once played.

“I’d love to see more kids get 
involved,” he said. “For the col-
lege guys, I tell them, hey, you’ll 
make some money and you’ll 
get to give back to the sport that 
you love. Your goal doesn’t have 
to be to work state or work a 
championship game, it can just 
be staying involved and making 
sure kids have the same oppor-
tunities you had.”

Kalvig says he was hooked 
‘immediately’ on off iciating

KALVIG: FROM 8

Chickasaw County Cattlemen scholarships
Seven area students — (from left) Jalynn Pratt, Tori Bearman, Ethan Swehla, Trinity Brincks, Ava Throndson, 
Adriana Tiedt and Leander Reicks — pose for a photo after each received a $1,000 scholarship from the Chickasaw 
County Cattlemen’s Association during the group’s annual banquet that was held late last month at the Pub at the 
Pinicon in New Hampton.

Laurie Tiemessen/Reporter

Rewards outweigh the pitfalls when it comes to offi  ciating
OFFICIALS: FROM 8

Nashua
REPORTERREPORTER

WHETHER YOU’RE AT HOME OR ON-THE-GO.
WWW.NASHUAREPORTER.COM WILL BE YOUR SOURCE. 
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NEW HAMPTON RED POWER
2205 240th Street
New Hampton, IA
(641) 394-3178
WWW.REDPOWERTEAM.COM

MARCH 11-23, 2024

SALE ON PLANTER & TILLAGE PARTS
DISCOUNTS ON LUBRICANTS, DEF & FILTERS

Your Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the World

Digital TV
• Over 175 of your 
favorite channels, 
including whole 

home DVR & 
Premium Channels 
like HBO, Starz & 

Cinemax

High Speed 
Internet

• Unlimited, Ultra-fast, 
Ultra-reliable internet with 

speeds up to 1 Gbps.

Telephone
• Safe, secure, and 

reliable.  Our phone 
service keeps you 

connected with those 
who matter to you.

715 Main Street • Plainfield, Iowa
 319-276-4458

www.Butler-Bremer.com

Visit our website for energy-efficiency rebate forms

Our values represent the cooperative difference: Innovation, 
Accountability, Integrity, Teamwork, Commitment to Community.

521 N. Main St., Allison 
(

$
From appliances to heating 
and cooling, insulation and 

weatherization - small changes 
can mean big energy savings. 

641.435.4943
“Where Community Matters”
401 Main Street, Nashua

www.fsb-nashua.com
Monday - Thursday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

Friday 8:30 am 5:00 pm

A Full Service 
Community Bank

WE’RE OPEN 24/7 AT NASHUAREPORTER.COM

Photo courtesy of Mike Kalvig
The Class 1A state girls basketball championship game offi cials — (from left) Casey Hoffert, Nate Steege and Mike 
Kalvig — pose for a photo with the bench offi cial, Deidra Mohr — before the game between North Linn and Newell-
Fonda was played earlier this month.

NASHUA OFFICIAL HONORED TO WORK HIS FIRST STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

REACHING A REF MILESTONEREACHING A REF MILESTONE
BY BOB FENSKE

Of the Reporter

When Mike Kalvig was a stu-
dent at Nashua-Plainfi eld back 
in the 1990s, he knew plenty 
of folks in his hometown who 
worked as offi  cials; in fact, in a 
way, Nashua was a “cradle” of 
offi  cials.

“I had guys like Cary Griffi  th, 
Jeff  Trost, Randy Morris, Greg 
Henn and Rod Wilson who all 
offi  ciated,” he said, “and they 

encouraged me — or at least 
were really good examples to 
follow — that this might be 
something I’d like to do, that I’d 
be interested in doing.”

So back in 1998, during his 
fi rst year of college, he took 
the basketball offi  ciating test, 
bought a striped shirt and went 
to work as a referee. Twenty-fi ve 
seasons later, Kalvig reached 
one of the pinnacles of his “sec-
ond profession” earlier this 
month when he offi  ciated his 

fi rst state championship game.
“It was an honor, a mile-

stone, and I was really humbled 
to be selected,” he said. “I think 
for a lot of offi  cials — most of us 
played sports in school and by 
nature are competitive people 
— making a state tournament, 
getting to call a championship 
game, that’s a goal a lot of us 
have.”

That dream became a real-
ity on March 2, when Kalvig 
and his offi  ciating partners, 

Waverly’s Casey Hoff ert and 
Parkersburg’s Nate Steege, took 
the court at Wells Fargo Arena 
and called the Class 1A girls 
state basketball championship 
game in which North Linn beat 
Newell-Fonda 67-52.

“It was a thrill, I won’t lie, 
but at the same time, we were 
there to do a job,” Kalvig said. 
“It’s a game I’ll probably always 
remember because, yes, it was 

SEE KALVIG, 7

If our kids are going to play, we need you
Nashua-Plainfi eld opened its football 

season last fall on a Thursday. The reason? 
There were no offi  cials available to work a 
Friday night game.

This past winter, the South Winneshiek 
Invitational wrestling tournament was 

held on a Friday evening, 
and while there were 
other factors at work, 
one of the reasons the 
tourney was not held on 
a Saturday is the host 
school wasn't sure it 
could nail down enough 
offi  cials to work it.

A month later, a high 
school basketball double-
header had to be post-
poned because … you 
guessed it, there were no 
offi  cials to work it.

This past Saturday 
afternoon, I met with 
my buddy Trey Becker 
at his Charles City home 

to go over the baseball rules test and we 
went over our schedules for this upcoming 
summer. 

"Carrie will be happy," he said with a 
laugh as he referred to his wife, "because 
she won't have to see me for a month."

I took a quick glance at my schedule, 
which begins with a varsity doubleheader 
at Riceville on Thursday, May 16. Over the 
course of the next 35 weeknights, I have 
fi ve of them off . One is Memorial Day, 
three are Tuesdays and one is a Thursday. 
I will also work 10 mornings and two 
Saturday tournaments.

It's not like I'm the greatest umpire 

to ever don the blue. I think I'm solid as 
an umpire, although I know some would 
argue that point, but the reason my life 
from May 16 to July 3 will be nothing 
more than work — here at the newspa-
per and on diamonds from Belmond to 
Nashua — is we simply don't have enough 
offi  cials.

Long story short, we need you.
Pick a sport and it has an offi  cial short-

age. I've written this before; heck, I've 
preached enough about it on these pages 

that people are probably sick of it.
But I will continue to pontifi cate 

because I fi nd tremendous value in 
extra-curricular activities, be them sports, 
music, speech or drama. Some of the best 
lessons I learned in high school many 
moons ago did not come in the classroom; 
they came on the football fi eld, the basket-
ball court, the baseball diamond, the stage 
and the band room.

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Jay Marley, who will become Nashua-Plainfi eld’s superintendent July 1, is 
also an accomplished wrestling referee and baseball umpire.

Bob Fenske has 
been the editor 
of the Nashua 
Reporter since 
2010, and he 

can be reached 
by email at 

editor@nhtrib.
com.

SEE OFFICIALS, 7
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