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BY KELLY TERPSTRA
Of the Reporter

Stop and go – and don’t forget to 
look both ways and utilize the prop-
er turning signals if need be. 

Citizens of Nashua will have two 
new places in town to use their 
vehicle’s brakes and halt at new stop 
signs that will be placed on Panama 

Street – north of Nashua-Plainfi eld 
High School. 

The Nashua City Council passed a 
third and fi nal reading of an amend-
ed ordinance on Monday that 
will place four-way stop signs on 
Panama Street at the intersections 
of Andrews and Greeley streets.

In addition to those new stop 
signs, the city also voted on and 

approved the decision to remove 
the four-way stop sign at Lexington 
Avenue and Greeley. 

Those four-way stop signs at those 
intersections will be put in place 
after the amending of the Chapter 
65 of the Code of Ordinances Stop 
or Yield Required is published as 
provided by law – which was today 
(Friday, March 8). 

The city of Nashua approved 
a new law enforcement ser-
vices contract with Chickasaw 
County last month at a price 
tag of $125,000, which con-
sists of 1,750 annual hours of 
patrol from the county. 

It was made known at 

Council approves new stop signs
Signs to be placed north of high school; city leaders discuss variety of topics during meeting

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

Chickasaw County leaders moved ahead 
Monday with the plan to bring “city water” to the 
Heritage Building Center.

Supervisors voted 3-2 to continue the process 
of awarding a contract to connect the coun-
ty-owned building located just south of New 
Hampton’s city limits to the city water supply 
during a meeting in which they also authorized 
the county engineer to move ahead with three 
road projects and discussed what’s next if they 
decided to proceed with using tax-increment 
fi nancing (TIF) funding of future building and 
road projects.

Start with the water at the Heritage, which is 
currently home to several county and non-profi t 
organizations.

For months, board members have been divid-
ed on hooking into the city of New Hampton’s 
water supply.

During its Feb. 26 meeting, the board receive 
six bids for the project, with the low bid of 
$143,838.75 coming from Popp Excavating, an 
Osage fi rm.

During the public hearing on Monday to dis-
cuss the public improvement project, both Sheriff  
Ryan Shawver and resident Terry Johnson spoke 

Board members get good news on road bids, 
discuss how to proceed with wind farm TIF

Bob Fenske/Reporter
Emma Benoit talks with students at New Hampton High School on 
Wednesday, a day before she spoke and shared her story with stu-
dents from both Nashua-Plainfi eld and Clarksville.

Speaker: Suicide prevention starts with 
focusing on mental health awareness
Louisiana woman shares her story with students at area schools

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

Emma Benoit’s golden rule — one 
she shared with area residents and 
high school students this week — is 
simple.

Silence will never keep you safe.
And for several hours during three 

appearances in Chickasaw County 
this week, the 23-year-old Louisiana 
woman shared her remarkable story 
that is detailed in a documentary fi lm, 
“My Ascension” that she says she made 
to raise mental health awareness and 
suicide prevention.

And while the fi lm and the com-
ments she made at two appearances 
in New Hampton and one at Nashua-
Plainfi eld High School were, at times, 
raw, her story, she passionately 
believes, is worth telling.

On June 7, 2017, the then 16-year-

old Benoit shot herself in an attempt 
to take her own life. And while she is 
often confi ned to a wheelchair because 
of the injuries she suff ered, Benoit has 
become a fi erce mental health advo-
cate — helping to bring Hope Squad, 
a school-based suicide prevention pro-
gram to her home state of Louisiana 
and speaking to groups around the 
county — so that others do not have 
to endure what Benoit and her family 
have.

And silence, in the vivacious 
23-year-old’s mind, is not an option.

“If you’re going through something 
– I don’t care how big or small it is 
in the grand scheme of life — use 
that as an opportunity to grow,” she 
said. “Everything we go through in our 
lives is part of the journey so we can 
use everything we go through as an 

Vol. 117, Issue 10 8 March 2024  Nashua, IA 50658 • 75 cents

Nashua
REPORTERREPORTER

SEE CITY COUNCIL, 3

Supervisors move 
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Bingo Night to raise funds 
for diamond project

The Nashua-Plainfi eld Lions 
Club is off ering a chance for resi-
dents to play a little Bingo and sup-
port the new baseball and diamond 
complex.

Tonight’s Bingo Night at the 
B, formerly the Bradford Guest 
House, is set to begin at 6 p.m. and 
proceeds for the event will go to 
the project that will be completed 
in time for the 2025 baseball and 
softball seasons.

Voters last year approved allow-
ing the district to use its local-op-
tion sales tax fund to pay for the 
project that will include the con-
struction of varsity baseball and 
softball diamonds, as well as two 
youth diamonds, but additional 
funds are needed.

Groundbreaking for the more 
than $3.1 million project was held 
last fall, and construction has start-
ed and will run through the end of 
this summer.

A night 
to celebrate 

our musicians!
Nashua-Plainfi eld High School’s Concert 
Band (above) plays under the direction 
of Director Scott Stroud while Nashua-
Plainfi eld 7-8 Choir Director Rebecca 
Marty (left) salutes her singers after 
their performance during the Mid-Winter 
Concert that was held on Tuesday eve-
ning. The “double concert” included 
middle school band and choir students 
performing fi rst and then high school 
singers and instrumentalists taking the 
“stage.

Photos by Kelly Terpstra
See CONCERT PHOTOS, Page 2

Time to spring ahead!
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead 
before “hitting the hay” Saturday night as 
Daylight Savings Time is set to begin at 2 
a.m. on Sunday.

SEE SUPERVISORS, 3

schedule your scope today  |  fcmc.us.com   |   OUTPATIENT SPECIALTY CLINIC  641-257-4309
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Natalie Feldman (left) plays the saxophone with the 7-8 Band while Tim Mitchell (above) directs the Nashua-Plainfi eld High 
School Concert Choir during the Mid-Winter Concert that was held on Tuesday in the school gymnasium.

Celebrating our N-P musicians!
From vocalists to instrumentalists, students shine at the Mid-Winter Concert

Rebecca Marty (above) directs the 7-8 choir while Luke Paplow (right) performs on trumpet with the Nashua-
Plainfi eld High School Jazz Band.

Percussionist Emma O’Neill (left) performs with the High School Concert Band, 
which also featured clarinet players Rachel Paplow and Bailey Bond (above left), 
Kyla Beatty (above right) plays the fl ute with the 7-8 Band and Dakota Lane (right) 
sings a solo with the 7-8 Choir.

Trumpet players Lane Barlow and Lyla Burrichter (above) play with the 7-8 Band 
while saxophonists Cal Levi, Aubreigh Stroud and Titus Cerwinske (right) play with 
the Nashua-Plainfi eld Jazz Band at Tuesday’s Mid-Winter Concert.

Mid-Winter Concert photos by the Reporter s̒ Kelly Terpstra
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out against proceeding with the 
project. Shawver said “some-
thing needs to be done, but 
at what level is my only ques-
tion?”

He pointed out that putting 
a water fi ltration system into 
the building would be between 
$12,000 and $15,000 a year.

Johnson questioned the need 
for the project, but Supervisor 
Jake Hackman once again 
expressed his support for the 
project.

“So I put this public hear-
ing to the test of a county pur-
pose,” he said, “and I 100 per-
cent agree that there is coun-
ty purpose for this low bid … 
Anybody needs to go tour the 
storage tanks for the sprinkler 
system, all the pumping sys-
tem for that system would be 
eliminated. The well would be 
eliminated, the three pressure 
tanks would be eliminated. A 
lot of the plumbing would be 
eliminated. They are corroded, 
they are probably at their time 
of aging out of usage.”

He also said that the bid 
received from Popp “shocked 
all of us” and that the county 
would be foolish to not move 
ahead with the project.”

Fellow supervisor Steve 
Breitbach continued to voice 
opposition to the project.

“I’ve voiced my opinion 
before on this,” he said, “and 
I don’t think a wise choice of 
taxpayer money at this point 
in time. I think the water’s fi ne, 
and we have a lot other things 
we need to use the money on.”

After a discussion that last-
ed for almost 20 minutes, 
Hackman moved to have 
County Attorney David Laudner 
draw up the contract with Popp 
to move ahead with the project, 
and Hackman, Travis Suckow 
and Board Chairman Scott 
Cerwinske voted to move ahead 
while Breitbach and Matt Kuhn 
casting the two no votes.

BOARD MEMBERS did 
receive some welcome news 
when County Engineer Roman 
Lensing reviewed bids for three 
projects as two of them came in 
well under estimates.

Lensing said that the low 
bid of $1.22 million to replace 
a bridge on 310th Street that 
runs over the East Fork of the 
Wapsipinicon River on the 
county line with Bremer came 
in at just 67.7 percent of the 
estimate.

“This is good news,” Lensing 
said of the low bid for the proj-
ect that will be a joint one with 
Bremer County. “Basically, we 
saved $300,000 roughly that 
would have been coming out 
of our bridge program. Now, 
we can carry that on to future 
bridges.”

Lensing also shared that the 
bids for LED stop signs to be 
placed at select spots in the 
county also came in lower than 
expected. He explained that the 
county had received a grant for 
up to $90,000 to install the stop 
signs, but the low bid came in at 
just under $66,000.

“We got some insanely low 

bids,” Lensing said. “In hind-
sight, I wish we would have 
added more locations but that’s 
too late to do. Our estimate was 
just over $90,000 or just under 
$90,000, depending on which 
one you looked at. … Still, I was 
very happy with that letting as 
well.”

The third bid, though, wasn’t 
the charm, but Lensing said he 
felt it was important that the 
county accept the low bid of 
$171,833.10 for a paving mark-
ing program, which was about 5 
percent over the estimate.

Supervisors agreed, and like 
the bridge and stop sign bids, 
they unanimously agreed to 
award the pavement marking 
contract.

Lensing also updated the 
Board of Supervisors on the 
proposed Kenwood Avenue 
reconstruction project that 
would run from Highway 18 
south to 210th Street. The engi-
neer has expressed his support 
to using the $600,000 of ARPA 
funds that was designated to 
Secondary Roads for the proj-
ect.

But because the city of New 
Hampton owns a portion of the 
road, it would have to be a joint 
project between the county 
and city. New Hampton Public 
Works Director Casey Mai has 
said that the city is willing to 
work with the county, but it 
would need to have an agree-
ment in place to pay back the 
county because it has other 
projects already in the works.

Supervisors agreed Monday 
to send a 28E agreement to 
the city in which the county 
would agree to the city paying 
for its portion of the project 
over a fi ve-year period with no 
interest.

SUPERVISORS ALSO 
spent a decent amount of time 
Monday talking with Ahlers & 
Cooney attorney Jason Comisky 
about setting up an urban 
renewal plan that could lead to 
TIF funds generated by the new 
Chickasaw Wind Farm being 
directed to road projects and 
several county-owned build-
ings.

At a recent meeting, super-
visors learned that three of the 
four buildings that had been 
part of a blight study were 
found to qualify as “blighted.” 
The three buildings include 
the Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, a county 
shop and the old landfi ll build-
ing located near Twin Ponds 
Nature Center.

Board members have dis-
cussed the possibility of using 
TIF funds to pay some or all of 
the costs to remodel the current 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce building and 
construct a new 24-hour hold-
ing facility.

Comisky reminded board 
members that whichever way 
they proceeded, they would 
need to receive approval from 
cities if the buildings or roads 
that TIF money is directed to 
are within a two-mile radius of 
the cities. 

Board members agreed to 
have the county’s TIF Committee 
meet and bring back recommen-
dations at a later date.

County off ers New Hampton 
five-year, interest-free loan 
to complete Kenwood project

SUPERVISORS: FROM 1

Monday’s regular City Council 
meeting that the Chickasaw 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
will no longer enforce snow 
parking or any other city ordi-
nances under this new contract 
that will take eff ect on July 1, 
2024. 

The Sheriff ’s Department will 
investigate complaints related 
to dogs and dangerous animals 
running at large. The City will 
have the fi nal decision and will 
be responsible for issuing an 
ordinance violations. 

Nashua Park Board member 
Dennis Niedert gave an update 
to the Council on developments 
and future happenings that are 
taking place in Nashua. 

“We have a lot of stuff  going 
on in our world right now, you 
might say,” said Niedert.

The Park Board is planning 
on holding a Blues, Brews and 
BBQ event on May 18. There’s 
a UTV ride start and end in the 
park, as well as the DeJa Blue 
Band that will perform. 

There will be a beer tent, 
similar to Water Over the Dam 
Days, as well as Big Foot’s BBQ 
– which will be selling food — at 
the event. 

“It’s kind of a Dam Days kick-
off ,” said Niedert. “It’s a “Mini 
Dam Days.” 

One of the main projects that 
the Park Board is working on is 
constructing a dance fl oor for 
the new Baldwin Bandshell in 
Cedar View Park. 

“Our sights now are on a 
dance fl oor,” said Niedert. 

Niedert mentioned that the 
board would like to use the city 
crew for site prep if available 
and that limited funds for the 
dance fl oor have been raised 
currently. 

“We’re looking for some 
funding and Jake (Johnson) 
had mentioned that there were 
some ARPA (American Rescue 
Plan Act) funds, I don’t know 
if that would apply here?” said 
Niedert. 

The recent less-than-win-
ter-like weather conditions 

hurt Nashua’s fundraising 
eff ort for the addition to the 
bandshell after the third annu-
al Winterfest was scaled back 
because of the lack of snow and 
cold temps. 

“Unfortunately, Mother 
Nature kicked us right in the 
tush with Winterfest. That was 
our goal was to put all of that 
into this. It didn’t happen,” said 
Niedert. 

There will be benches for a 
retaining wall on the dance fl oor 
and Council member Samantha 
Johnson brought up the idea of 
someone purchasing/donating 
the benches or even sponsoring 
them. 

“Getting them a plaque that 
we can attach to the back of it,” 
said Samantha Johnson about 
the benches. 

Niedert also said the park 
board is interested in doing 
some “Thursday’s in the Park” 
once a month in July and 
August. 

Council member Jake 
Johnson said he was interested 
in using the rest of the ARPA 
funds – approximately $66,000 
– to get the dance fl oor done 
and fi nish a water and electrical 
project to upgrade the camp-
grounds. 

“We’re talking $25,000 elec-
trical,” said Jake Johnson. 

Nashua was awarded a 
$3,000 grant from the New 
Hampton Hotel/Motel Tax 
Grant Committee that will go to 
that electrical project. 

Council members unani-
mously voted Mary Lumley as 
camp post of the campground. 

Niedert would also like to uti-
lize the city’s planned new web-
site to get the word about Park 
Board projects and updates 
with the city of Nashua. 

“Facebook is limiting us on 
what we can do for advertis-
ing,” said Niedert. “We needed 
a better media forum to get the 
public aware of what’s going on. 
We want people to know what 
we’re doing. We want people to 
know we’re working on the lake. 
We want engagement.” 

WODD is slated to take place 
from June 27-30. 

Niedert said the Park Board 
is planning on opening the 
campground in Nashua on 
April 17. 

5325 University Ave.  |  Cedar Falls, IA 50613  
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Friday, March 15

Park Board has a lot going on its ‘world right now’
CITY COUNCIL: FROM 1

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Members of the Nashua City Council look over documents during their meeting that was held at City Hall on Monday
evening.

ISU Extension set to off er webinars for beginning, small farmers
Join Iowa State University 

Extension and Outreach for 
the Small Farm & Beginning 
Farmer series, designed exclu-
sively for beginning farmers 
and small acreage owners.

Hosted by ISU Extension and 
Outreach in Muscatine County, 
this series is a combination 
of informative webinars and 
hands-on, in-person events. 

The webinars are tailored to 
provide essential insight and 
practical advice for those ven-
turing into farming or seeking 
to enhance their small-scale 
agricultural operations. 

Each session, led by indus-
try experts and seasoned pro-
fessionals, covers critical topics 
relevant to the challenges and 
opportunities of small-scale 
farming.

All webinars start at 6 p.m. 
and are off ered through Zoom.

The dates and topics are as 
follows: 

• March 7: Small-Scale 
Poultry Management

• April 11: Manure 
Management for Small Farms

• May 9: Sheep and Goat 
Management: Starting Your 
Flock

• June 13: Maximizing 
Pasture Potential: Multispecies 
Grazing Strategies

• Aug. 29: Sheep and Goat 
Breeding Management: 
Maximizing Your Flock’s 
Potential

• Sept. 12: Working with an 

Ag Lende r
• Oct. 10: Private Well 

Stewardship for Well Owners
• Nov. 14: Small Orchard 

Management
• Dec. 12: Getting Started 

in Commercial Vegetable 

Production
Registration is open to all 

and is free. Participants can reg-
ister for each session at https://
go. ias tate .edu/FH5MHR. 
There is no requirement to 
attend all the webinars. 
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CITY NAME:

NASHUA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - CITY OF NASHUA - PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY

Fiscal Year July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 CITY #: 19-166

The City Council will conduct a public hearing on the proposed Fiscal Year City property tax levy as follows:
Meeting Date:    3/25/2024    Meeting Time:    06:00 PM    Meeting Location:    Council Chambers City Hall

At the public hearing any resident or taxpayer may present objections to, or arguments in favor of the proposed tax levy. After the hearing of the proposed tax
levy, the City Council will publish notice and hold a hearing on the proposed city budget.

City Website (if available)
www.cityofnashuaia.com  City Telephone Number

(641) 435-4156

Iowa Department of Management Current Year   Certified  
Property Tax  2023 - 2024

Budget Year  Effective Property 
Tax   2024 - 2025

Budget Year  Proposed  
Property Tax   2024 - 2025

Taxable Valuations for Non-Debt Service 48,308,778 48,888,644 48,888,644
Consolidated General Fund 423,909 423,909 428,997
Operation & Maintenance of Public Transit 0 0 0
Aviation Authority 0 0 0
Liability, Property & Self Insurance 76,579 76,579 99,615
Support of Local Emergency Mgmt. Comm. 0 0 0
Unified Law Enforcement 0 0 0
Police & Fire Retirement 0 0 0
FICA & IPERS (If at General Fund Limit) 54,056 54,056 19,598
Other Employee Benefits 101,844 101,844 19,598
Capital Projects (Capital Improv. Reserve) 32,608 32,608 33,000
Taxable Value for Debt Service 48,308,778 48,888,644 48,888,644
Debt Service 106,704 106,704 394,009
CITY REGULAR TOTAL PROPERTY TAX 795,700 795,700 994,817
CITY REGULAR TAX RATE 16.47113 15.60878 20.34860
Taxable Value for City Ag Land 904,958 928,285 928,285
Ag Land 2,719 2,719 2,788
CITY AG LAND TAX RATE 3.00375 2.92906 3.00375
Tax Rate Comparison-Current VS. Proposed
Residential property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Resident 900 943 4.78
Commercial property with an   Actual/Assessed Value of
$100,000

Current Year   Certified  
2023/2024

Budget Year   Proposed  
2024/2025 Percent   Change

City Regular Commercial 900 943 4.78
Note: Actual/Assessed Valuation is multiplied by a Rollback Percentage to get to the Taxable Valuation to calculate Property Taxes. Residential and Commercial properties
have the same Rollback Percentage at $100,000 Actual/Assessed Valuation.
Reasons for tax increase if proposed exceeds the current:
The biggest factors affecting the city tax rate is due to the debt service which increased due to the loan for the dam repair. One additional factor is the expected 30%
increase in premiums for property and liability insurance.

No. 23739
3/8/24

CHICKASAW COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ 

MINUTES
February 26, 2024

The Board convened on Monday, 
February 26, 2024, at 9:00 AM with 
members Breitbach, Suckow, and Cer-
winske present in the Boardroom on 
the second floor of the Court House, 
New Hampton, Iowa. Absent: Kuhn 
and Hackman   Chairperson Cerwinske 
called the meeting to order.  Also present 
were Attorney David Laudner, Auditor 
Sheila Shekleton,  Bob Fenske, mem-
ber of media, Popp Excavating Kevin 
Popp, Ellingson Co Travis Anderson, 
JQ Construction Austin Cuvelier, Steege 
Concrete David Lahr,  Short Elliott Hen-
drickson (SHE) Rustin Lingbeek, Engi-
neer Roman Lensing, Assessor Raymond 
Armel

Motion by Breitbach, seconded by 
Suckow to approve the agenda for Feb-
ruary 26, 2024.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Bre-
itbach, Suckow, Cerwinske.  Absent:  
Hackman and Kuhn.   Motion carried.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by Bre-
itbach  to approve the meeting minutes 
from February 22, 2024 with changes.   
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Suckow, Breitbach, 
Cerwinske.  Absent:  Hackman and 
Kuhn.   Motion carried.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by Bre-
itbach to approve New Hampton Golf & 
Country Club Class C Retail Alcohol Li-
cense for a term of twelve months.  Roll 
Call:  Ayes:  Suckow, Breitbach, Cer-
winske.  Absent:  Hackman and Kuhn.   
Motion carried.

Motion by Breibach, seconded by 
Suckow to approve and authorize chair 
Signature on an agreement for Dispatch 
Services for the City of New Hampton.  
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Breitbach, Suckow, 
Cerwinske.  Absent:  Hackman and 

Kuhn.   Motion carried.
No Public Comment
Bid opening for proposed Heritage 

Water Project
Bidder , 5% Bond ............... Bid Amount
Brian Nettleton Excavating, X ...............  

...................................... $202,875.00
Ellingson Drainage, X ........ $179,565.00
JQ Constrtuction LLC, X ... $179,547.12
Popp Excavating INC, X .... $143,838.75
Wynn Compqny LLC, X .... $209,970.00
Steege Concrete, X ............. $183,268.00
Peterson, X ......................... $174,922.00

Bids were taken by Rustin Lingbeek 
to go through and recommend a bidder 
on Monday, March 4, 2024.

Engineer Roman Lensing gave up-
dates for Secondary Roads.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by 
Breitbach to approve Resolution 02-26-
24-08 A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
THE MINOR SUBDIVISION PLAT 
OF:  PARCELS 2023-19, 2023-20 AND 
2024-4 IN THE NE1/4 AND SE1/4 OF 
SECTION 13 ALL IN

TOWNSHIP 94 NORTH, RANGE 
12 WEST OF THE 5 TH P.M., CHICK-
ASAW COUNTY, IOWA WHEREAS, 
ON THE 26 th DAY of February, 2024 at 
a regular meeting by the Board of Super-
visors, Chickasaw County, Iowa a minor 
subdivision plat of

PARCELS 2023-19, 2023-20 AND 
2024-4 IN THE NE1/4 AND SE1/4 OF 
SECTION 13 ALL IN TOWNSHIP 94 
NORTH, RANGE 12 WEST OF THE 
5 TH P.M., CHICKASAW COUNTY, 
IOWA Was presented. WHEREAS, the 
minor subdivision plat of

PARCELS 2023-19, 2023-20 AND 
2024-4 IN THE NE1/4 AND SE1/4 OF 
SECTION 13 ALL IN TOWNSHIP 94 
NORTH, RANGE 12 WEST OF THE 
5 TH P.M., CHICKASAW COUNTY, 
IOWA  Has now been considered and 

should be approved. NOW THERE-
FORE, it is hereby resolved by the Board 
of Supervisors, Chickasaw County, 
Iowa that said Minor Subdivision Plat 
be approved, accepted and the Chair-
man is hereby directed to certify this
Resolution of Approval. PASSED AND 
APPROVED on this 26 th DAY of FEB-
RUARY, 2024. .  /ss/ Scott Cerwinske, 
Chairman, Aye; Suckow, Breitbach, Cer-
winske Absent:  Hackman and Kuhn. /ss/
Attest: Sheila Shekleton Auditor.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by Bre-
itbach to approve prior bills $6,046.39.  
Roll Call:  Ayes:  Suckow, Breitbach,
Cerwinske.  Absent:  Hackman and 
Kuhn.   Motion carried.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by Bre-
itbach to approve claims in the amount
$62,418.93.  Roll Call:  Ayes:  Suckow, 
Breitbach, Cerwinske.  Absent:  Hack-
man and Kuhn.   Motion carried.

Motion by Suckow, seconded by Bre-
itbach to approve payroll checks dated 
February 23, 2024.  Roll Call:  Ayes:
Suckow, Breitbach, Cerwinske.  Absent:  
Hackman and Kuhn.   Motion carried.

Committee Assignments
Supervisor Cerwinske, Floyd, Mitch-

ell, Chickasaw County Landfill, Febru-
ary 13.

Motion by Breitbach, seconded by 
Suckow to adjourn at 9:56 AM. Roll 
Call:  Breitbach, Suckow, Cerwinske.  
Absent:  Hackman and Kuhn.  Motion 
carried.

Scott Cerwinske, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Sheila Shekleton, Secre-

tary to the Board
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CHICKASAW COUNTY

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ 
MINUTES

February 27, 2024
The Board convened on Tuesday,

February 27, 2024, at 8:30 AM with
members Breitbach, Suckow, Hackman 
and Cerwinske present in the Boardroom 
on the second floor of the Court House, 
New Hampton, Iowa. Absent: Kuhn    
Chairperson Cerwinske called the meet-
ing to order.  Also present were Attorney 
David Laudner, Auditor Sheila Shek-
leton,  Bob Fenske, member of media, 
Bridget Edson, EMS Director Joel
Knutson, Stanton Electric Chuck Stan-
ton, Engineer Roman Lensing, Country 
Carpenter Lester Glaser, Deputy Sheriff
Zach Nosbisch, Conservation Director
Chad Humpal

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve the agenda for Feb-
ruary 27, 2024.  Roll Call:  Ayes: Hack-
man, Suckow, Breitbach, Cerwinske.
Absent:  Kuhn.   Motion carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Breitbach to direct the County Attorney, 
David Laudner, to draw up a contract 
with Stanton Electric to be the contract 
manager for the Chickasaw Emergency 
Facility Interior Remodel Project esti-
mated cost of $175,104.00 estimated
date of completion July 15, 2024.  Roll 
Call:  Ayes: Hackman, Breitbach, Suc-
kow, Cerwinske.  Absent: Kuhn.   Mo-
tion carried.

Budget Work Session
Motion by Suckow, seconded by 

Hackman to adjourn at 10:50 AM. Roll 
Call: Suckow, Hackman, Breitbach, Cer-
winske.  Absent:  Kuhn.  Motion carried.

Scott Cerwinske, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors
ATTEST:
Sheila Shekleton, Secretary to the 

Board

No. 23741
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ORDINANCE 354
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY NASHUA, IOWA, 2019, 
BY AMENDING CHAPTER 65 OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES STOP 
OR YIELD REQUIRED

BE IT ENACTED by the City Coun-
cil of the City of Nashua, Iowa;

SECTION 1.  SECTION MODI-
FIED. Section 65:02 STOP REQUIRED 
Amended by adding a new paragraph 
65:02(24) entitled Stop Required, Lex-
ington Avenue; Section 65:04 FOUR-
WAY STOP INTERSECTIONS 
amended by removing 65:04(1) Lexing-
ton Avenue and Greeley St. and adding 
two new subsections 65:04(6) Andrews 
Street and Panama Street and 65:04(7) 
Greeley and Panama St.

65:02 STOP REQUIRED, which is 
hereby adopted to read as follows:

65:02(24).  Lexington Avenue. Vehi-
cles traveling on Lexington Avenue shall 
stop at Greeley St.

65:04 FOUR-WAY STOP INTER-
SECTION, which is hereby amended to 
REMOVE:

65:04(1) Lexington Avenue and 
Greeley Street. Vehicles approaching the 
intersection of Lexington Avenue and 
Greeley Street shall stop before entering 
such intersection.

65:04(6) FOUR-WAY STOP IN-
TERSECTION, which is adopted to read 
as follows:

65:04(6). Andrews Street and Pan-

ama Street.  Vehicles approaching the
intersection of Andrews Street and Pan-
ama Street shall stop before entering such
intersections.

65:04(7) FOUR-WAY STOP IN-
TERSECTION, which is adopted to read 
as follows:

65:04(7). Greeley Street and Panama 
Street. Vehicles approaching the inter-
section of Greeley Street and Panama 
Street shall stop before entering such 
intersections.

SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE.  If any section, provision, or
part of this ordinance shall be adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional, such adju-
dication shall not affect the validity of
the ordinance as a whole or any section, 
provision or part thereof not adjudged 
invalid or unconstitutional.

SECTION 3.  WHEN EFFECTIVE. 
This ordinance shall be in effect from and
after its final passage, approval and pub-
lication as provided by law.

PASSED and ADOPTED this 4th
day of March 2024.

First Reading: February 5, 2024
Second Reading: February 19, 2024
Final Passage: March 4, 2024
I certify that the foregoing was pub-

lished as Ordinance No. 354 on the 8th
day of March, 2024.
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City of Nashua
CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

City Hall
The Nashua City Council met in reg-

ular session on March 4, 2024, at Council 
Chambers in City Hall. The meeting was 
called to order at 7:00PM with Mayor 
Harold Kelleher III presiding.  Council 
members present were Peggy Hall, Jake 
Johnson, Samantha Johnson, Ernie Will-
sher, and Dan Zwanziger. City employ-
ee(s) City Clerk John Ott; Park Board 
Representative Dennis Niedert, Chicka-
saw County Sheriff Ryan Shawver, Brian 
Glasgow Water/Wastewater Operator 
from ION Environmental Solutions and 
Isaiah Corbin from INRCOG were pres-
ent along with 6 guests.       

Mayor Kelleher called for a mo-
tion to approve the regular agenda after 
amending to remove Resolution for Pre-
Levy for dam repair. J. Johnson/M, S. 
Johnson/S, M/C. RC: all ayes. 

Mayor Kelleher asked for a motion 
to approve the consent agenda consisting 
of minutes from the regular meeting Feb-
ruary 19, 2024; Alcohol/Liquor License 
Renewal Kwik Trip; and Consent Calen-
dar: Payment of Claims (February 16-29, 
2024) $103,857.28 + $9,579.90 (Wages).  
Willsher/M, J. Johnson/S,  M/C. RC: all 
ayes. 

Mayor Kelleher called for public 
comments: There were none. 

Isaiah Corbin from INRCOG (Iowa 
Northland Regional Council of Govern-
ment) came to speak to the council about 
the services they provide and tools that 
are available to the council currently, 
potential tools as well as some things 
that wouldn’t be feasible for the council 
to do. These discussions were mainly in 
relation to Nashua’s Main St.  

Hearings/Resolutions 
Mayor Kelleher asked for a motion 

to open the public hearing for the 3rd 
and final reading of Code of Ordinance 
#354 Amending the Code of Ordinances 
Chapter #65 Stop or Yield Required.  S. 
Johnson/M, J. Johnson/S, M/C. RC: all 
ayes.  The public hearing was opened at 
7:25PM.  After discussion, S. 

Johnson/M, Hall/S, M/C to close 
the public hearing. RC: all ayes. The 
public hearing was closed at 7:27PM. J. 
Johnson/M, S. Johnson/S, M/C to adopt 
Ordinance #354 Amending the Code of 
Ordinance Chapter #65 Stop or Yield 
Required.  RC: all ayes. Ordinance #354 
Amending the Code of Ordinances Chap-
ter #65 will go into effect after publica-
tion as provided by law.  

Mayor Kelleher reminded the council 
of the public hearing set for April 18th 
for the FY’23/24 budget amendment 
and the FY’24/25 Proposed Property tax 
Levy Rate public hearing set for March 
25th. 

Permits: 
J. Johnson/M to approve the build-

ing permit for 228 Sample St. with the 
condition that either no floodplain permit 
is needed or after an appropriate flood-
plain permit is approved. Furthermore, 

he didn’t think that a demolition permit 
was needed, so he also added that if a 
floodplain permit is needed to apply the 
application fee for the demolition/exca-
vation permit to the floodplain permit 
application fee and if a floodplain permit 
is not needed to refund the demolition/
excavation application fee. S. Johnson 
seconded the motion. M/C. RC: all ayes.   

Business of the Mayor: 
Mayor Kelleher wanted to thank 

Hunter Hackman for donating the pick-
leball equipment. He also wanted to let 
the citizens know that he will be starting 
inspections of Zone 2 for nuisance prop-
erties this week.  He informed the citi-
zens that the Chamber Banquet will be 
held on March 16th.  

Department Reports
City Clerk Ott informed the council 

that the curb stop at 124 Woodbridge 
has been fixed. He also asked the coun-
cil if they would be interested in adding 
a waiver of liability clause to our cur-
rent Snowbird Policy, for citizens who 
wanted their water turned on before 
they return home.  The council did not 
want to add the waiver of liability and 
will continue to only turn the water on if 
there is someone present at the property.  
City Clerk Ott informed the council that 
we need new signs at the 800 block of 
Madison and Woodbridge.  He also let 
the council know that the guard rail has 
been fixed where someone ran into it.  
The Lutheran Church had inquired if the 
city was interested in the property by the 
water tower.  The council indicated that 
they would take over the property if the 
church wanted to give it to the city, but 
they were not interested in purchasing it 
at this time. 

City Council
There were no council member com-

ments.  
Ryan Shawver presented the 

amended FY’24/25 Chickasaw County 
Sheriff’s contract with the changes that 
were approved by the council on Feb-
ruary 19th and approved by the County 
Board of Supervisors on February 20th.  
The new contract has a contract fee of 
$71.50/hour for 1750 annual hours for a 
total cost to the city of $125,125. This is 
a flat fee and if the Sheriff’s Department 
is in Nashua more than 1750 hours there 
would be no additional costs to the city. 
Under the new contract, the Sheriff’s 
Department will no longer enforce snow 
parking or any other city ordinances. 
They will investigate complaints related 
to dogs and dangerous animals running at 
large related to Iowa Code Chapter 351 
(Dogs and Other Animals); however, the 
city will have the final decision and will 
be responsible for issuing any ordinance 
violations.  

Brian Glasgow presented the 
monthly water/wastewater report. He 
informed the council of the work that 
needs to be completed on the SCADA 
system at the wastewater treatment facil-
ity.  The repair proposal was $17,661 to 
complete system programming to match 

existing SCADA controls and monitor-
ing functions/features with complete 
on-site installation and operator training.  
Any additional work or upgrades to the 
system will be billed in addition to the 
proposal.  

Dennis Niedert presented the 
monthly park board report to the council.  
He talked about some of the projects the 
park board has been working on. They 
would like to add a dance floor at the 
band shell.  They were requesting some 
of the ARPA funds to use for that pur-
pose. He talked about the park board put-
ting on a Blues, Brews, and BBQ’s event 
in May. The park board asked the city to 
pay for the insurance for the beer garden. 
No decision was made.     

Discussion/Action 
The council discussed and/or voted 

on multiple items.
Willsher/M, J. Johnson/S, M/C to 

join the Mayor’s Association for an an-
nual membership fee of $30. Their mis-
sion is to develop and support creative 
and effective leaders by providing edu-
cation, mentoring, and mutual support 
to benefit the cities they serve and be a 
voice for collective action statewide. RC: 
all ayes.  

The council discussed the extension 
for the rehoming of the dog at 821 Main 
St.  Mayor Kelleher mentioned that the 
H.E.A.R.T Animal Shelter will take dogs 
that need a new home.  City Clerk Ott 
will talk with Attorney Skilton and add it 
to the agenda for March 18th for further 
discussion.  

J. Johnson/M, S. Johnson/S, M/C 
to offer some relief to citizens who ran 
their water in January during the really 
cold days to keep their pipes from freez-
ing, but only if they called ahead prior to 
running their water. RC: all ayes.  City 
Clerk Ott said that there were about ½ 
dozen people who called in and said they 
were going to run their water.  J. Johnson 
asked city clerk Ott to use an average 
usage as the city has done in the past to 
calculate how much relief to give resi-
dents for excess usage.   

City Clerk Ott reviewed the pro-
posed FY’24/25 budget and the timeline 
for the budget process. He would like to 
set the hearing to adopt the budget at the 
meeting on April 1st and set the hearing 
date for April 15th for adoption of the 
FY’24/25 budget.  

 There was no other business:  
S. Johnson/M to adjourn, J. John-

son/S, M/C. RC: all ayes.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:22PM.  

Pending Approval by Council 
John Ott
CLAIMS REPORT (FEB 16-29, 

2024)
VENDOR, REFERENCE .....AMOUNT
LINCOLN SAVINGS BANK,HSA    ...  

.......................................... $1,500.00
AVESIS, VISION MAR’24...... $100.79
BOUND TREE  MEDICAL LLC  .........   

............................................... $38.99
BRUENING ROCK PRODUCTS INC , 

WA-LEAK ON LAKESHORE    ....  

............................................... $97.07
CHICKASAW COUNTY TREA-

SURER, PARKS-PA’S PLAY-
GROUND PROP TAX  ...... $174.00

CRONIN, SKILTON, SKILTON , 
DAM-LEGAL FEES .......... $358.80

DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP , WA-
BOLTS/CLAPS FOR REPAIR 
PREP  .................................. $562.40

DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA, DENTAL 
INS-MAR’24 ...................... $334.58

FIVE STAR COOPERATIVE, ST-
POWER WASHER KEROSENE ....
............................................... $27.94

MCCLEARY, CHAD  ........... $7,385.00
JENDRO SANITATION SERVICE , 

CITY-GAR/REC-FEB’24 ...............
........................................ $12,069.17

KATRINA’S HELPFUL HOUSE 
CLEANI, WC-CLEANING JAN’24               

 ............................................. $684.78
LEROY’S REPAIR, PARK-SERVICE 

SAWS ................................. $122.25
MARC , PARKS-RR SUPPLIES ODOR 

NEUTRAL .......................... $157.65
MIDAMERICAN ENERGY , GAS/

ELEC FEB’24  ................. $7,205.75
NASCO , WC-SUPPLIES  ....... $328.49
ON TRACK SIGNS, PARKS=CAR 

DROP BANNER ................ $160.00
OTT, JOHN, WA/SE/CH-PHONE/

CLOUD BACKUP ............. $150.00
PCC, AMB-NOV’23 BILLING SER-

VICE ................................... $328.82
PEDERSON PLUMBING, WC-RE-

PAIRS GEOTHERMAL SYSTEM  
........................................ $12,247.49

RAPID PRINTERS , CH-COUNCIL 
NAME PLATE  .................... $25.50

ROI ENERGY, LLC , CITY BLDS 
L.E.D UPDATE .........     $39,940.00

SIMMONS PERRINE MOYER BERG-
MAN, DAM-LEGAL EXP RE-
PAIRS JAN’24 ................ $6,164.10

U.S. POST OFFICE , WA/SE/
REC-PERMIT FEE ............. $320.00

BLUE CROSS WELLMARK, HEALTH 
INS MAR’24  ................... $6,459.76

IPERS , REGULAR IPERS ... $3,858.03
IRS - USA TAX PAYMENT, FED/

FICA TAX  ...................... $2,683.64
TREASURER STATE OF IOWA, 

STATE TAX ....................... $372.28
Accounts Payable Total  ...  $103,857.28
Payroll Checks ......................  $9,579.90
***** REPORT TOTAL *****      
  ...................................... $113,437.18
GENERAL FUND   ............. $37,447.55
LAKE/DAM             .............. $6,429.94
URBAN REVITAL   .................. $10.00
ROAD USE          ................... $3,994.49
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT    ...... $2,137.18
ARPA Funds Covid 19      ... $39,940.00
WATER  ............................   $11,409.27
SEWER  ............................... $12,068.75
TOTAL FUNDS  ............... $113,437.18

No. 23750
3/8/24

�������	
����
��������	
����
��������	
����
��������	
���

READ THE LEGALS ... IT’S YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW!

Supervisors, after quibbling 
over how to pay for it, give 
OK to EMS remodeling project

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

The Chickasaw County 
Board of Supervisors fi nally 
gave the go-ahead to remodel-
ing the Chickasaw County EMS 
ambulance station so that it will 
include living quarters for its 
drivers, paramedics and EMTs.

But it took some quibbling 
to get the deal done and the 
contract with Stanton Electric, 
which will serve as the con-
struction manager of the proj-
ect, was approved by just a 3-2 
vote because board members 
couldn’t reach a consensus on 
how they wanted to pay for the 
almost $175,000 project.

None of the board members 
had issues with the contract that 
Stanton Electric owner Chuck 
Stanton and County Attorney 
David Laudner had drawn up, 
but the meeting turned testy 
when it came to what funds 
would be used to complete the 
project.

At a meeting earlier this 
year, board members had 
agreed to use a combination of 
the county’s American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds and the 
EMS Department’s budget to 
pay for the project, but after a 
motion was made to approve 
the contract, Supervisor Jake 
Hackman said he wanted the 
the project to be paid for solely 
with EMS funds.

Asked by resident Terry 
Johnson what had changed, 
Hackman off ered a quick and 
succinct reply.

“I’ve changed my mind,” he 
said.

“All the time, as long as we’ve 
heard about this project, we 
were going to get ARPA funds,” 
Johnson said, “but we keep 
reversing and kicking the can 
down the road again and now 
you want to cut them out of the 
ARPA fund? I fi nd that disgust-
ing.”

Hackman, in reference to 
the fact that ARPA funds were 
used to purchase ambulances 
and equipment for the coun-
ty-owned ambulance service 
that began running on Jan. 1, 
2023, off ered his rebuttal.

“Mr. Johnson, our ARPA 
funds have funded this EMS 
from the start,” he said.

Supervisor Matt Kuhn, who 
made the original motion to 
approve the contract, said he 
found it interesting that not 
only did supervisors agree to 
allocate $600,000 of ARPA 
funds to the Secondary Roads 
Department but that another 
$217,000 of ARPA funds were 
used to fund the rural portion of 
the ambulance service costs for 
this fi scal year.

“What’s funny is that doesn’t 
get brought up,” Kuhn said.

Board members then voted 
3-2 — with only Hackman 

and Travis Suckow voting in 
the affi  rmative — to reject 
Hackman’s amendment.

Kuhn then clarified his 
motion to approve the contract 
with Stanton Electric — using 
$64,000 of ARPA funds with 
the EMS Department budget 
covering the rest of the costs.

The contract requires that 
sub-contractors Country 
Carpentry, Mic’s Plumbing 
and Heating, Stanton Electric, 
Midwest Floors and TSI Iowa 
be employed on the project, and 
their costs, along with interior 
fi nish work and other project 
costs — like a dumpster, clear-
ing, storage trailer and blue 
prints — add up to $156,414.

The contract also calls for 
Stanton Electric to receive a 5 
percent construction manage-
ment fee of $7,821 and a 3 per-
cent bond of $4,927 for a total 
of $169,162.

Stanton told supervisors he 
also had a $5,500 contingen-
cy fee, and the contract calls 
for the construction manager to 
return to the supervisors if that 
contingency is exhausted.

Board Chairman Scott 
Cerwinske also read a letter 
from Fredericksburg resident 
Doreen Cook, who voiced her 
opinion that those on the fi rst 
crew should be required to be 
at the station and not at their 
homes when they are on duty.

Hackman also had questions 
about a recent social media 
post on the Chickasaw County 
EMS Facebook page in which 
the department acknowledged 
receiving a $5,000 donation 
from Milkhouse Candles that 
“will go towards the construc-
tion of living quarters for our 
hardworking staff .”

Hackman said he believed 
that $5,000 should be account-
ed for in the project cost, but in 
the end, the board decided not 
to include that donation and 
further investigate the nature of 
the donation.

Finally, board members voted 
on Kuhn’s clarifi ed motion, 
with Kuhn, Steve Breitbach and 
Cerwinske voting for it.

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR CHICKASAW COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
 ESTATE OF Mary Link, 

Deceased
CASE NO. ESPR003199

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
OF EXECUTOR AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the Es-

tate of Mary Link, Deceased, who died 
on or about January 25, 2024:

You are hereby notified that on
Februrary 27, 2024, the undersigned was 
appointed executor of the estate.

Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are requested 
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims 
against the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above named district court, 
as provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed by the 
later to occur four months from the date 
of the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of the mailing of
this notice (unless otherwise allowed or
paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated on 2/26/24
James  L. Link, 
Executor of the Estate 
2215 Beaumont Ave. 
Ionia, IA  50645

Judith A. Chenoweth, 
Executor of the Estate
2215 Beaumont Ave.
Ionia, IA  50645

Christine B. Skilton, 
ICIS#: AT0007262
Attorney for the Administrator
Cronin, Skilton & Skilton, P.L.L.C.
Cronin, Skilton & Skilton, P.L.L.C.,  

      205 Brasher Street
P.O. Box 39
Nashua, IA  50658-0039
Date of second publication the 8th 

day of March, 2024
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opportunity to grow and learn 
and become better and more 
equipped and more strong.”

In New Hampton on 
Wednesday, students watched 
more than an hour of “My 
Ascension” and then had the 
opportunity to ask Benoit ques-
tions.

She unfl inchingly answered 
all of them.

Benoit told students that 
in addition to “silence will not 
keep you safe,” she has two 
more rules that she follows dil-
igently.

First, there is her “24-48” 
mantra that goes like this: “If it 
bothers you for 24 hours, speak 
up within 48 hours.”

She challenged both the stu-
dents and the adults in the gym-
nasium to embrace it, saying 
that “there is no reason why you 
should be lingering on a feeling 
or handling an emotion all by 
yourself. If it’s a big deal to you, 
it’s a big deal to you.”

And the other rule is one that 
we’ve all heard countless times: 
It’s OK not to be OK. But she 
also said that she tells people, 
especially teenagers, that they 
must embrace failure.

“Failure is necessary. It is 
important to fail,” she said. 
“How are you going to grow and 
learn if you don’t mess up? How 
are you going to learn and grow 
if you don’t fail? Failure is not 
the enemy. Giving up is.”

Benoit asked students to 
identity those people they can 
trust, that they can take a prob-
lem, too, and she also said that 
she worries that Americans rely 
too heavily on medication when 
it comes to dealing with depres-
sion and anxiety, two challeng-
es that led her to that suicide 
attempt almost seven years ago.

“Again, I’m not a doctor, I’m 
not a medical professional. I 

just have experience, I’ve taken 
medication before and it works 
for some people and it doesn’t 
work for other people,” she 
said. “It might be a solution 
for you, based on your diagno-
sis and your struggles, but it’s 
not the fi x all. It’s not the end-
all, be-all solution. If it were, 
I wouldn’t be here. I wouldn’t 
be here sharing my story. We 
would all just see a psychiatrist 
and take medication, right?”

Instead, she made a plea 
to “get back to the basics and 
start to identify what is your 
sleep like, what is your nutri-
tion like, how much sunlight 
do you get, what is the fulfi ll-
ment in your life look like for 
you, how much social media 
exposure are you having? All of 
these factors, these every-day 
factors that aff ect us, … that do 
come into play when we think 
about mental health struggles 
and challenges.”

Benoit also made a plea to 
end the stigma when it comes 
to mental health issues; in fact, 
she said those suff ering from 
mental health issues who seek 
therapy are no diff erent than 
those who obtain a gym mem-
bership to improve their phys-
ical health.

“You’d be like, ‘Hey, that’s 
awesome, I’m happy for you, 
good for you, bro’ … but when 
someone says, ‘I’ve been consis-
tent at therapy, I’ve been con-
sistent on my coping skills, I’ve 
making sure that I’m reminding 
myself to do the things that I’ve 
learned,’ you don’t get the same 
response,” she said. 

“Therapy is nothing diff er-
ent than a gym membership for 
your brain.”

Benoit also asked students 
to be on the lookout for behav-
ior changes in their friends and 
to be willing to be there for 
those who are having a hard 
time fi nding the right balance in 

their mental health.
“If you put it on the table 

and say, ‘I’ve noticed x, y and 
z, I’m really worried about you, 
just know I’m here for you, I’m 
a safe place for you to come 
and talk to.’ … Maybe your can 
share your experience, your 
own struggles. You, and I really 
mean this, can make a huge 

diff erence.”
Much has changed in her life 

since that fateful June day back 
in 2017.

Benoit has taken steps 
although she has accepted the 
fact that she will never fully 
recover from the gunshot that 
changed her life. But she said 
she now lives a life with pur-

pose. She is engaged and will 
get married a year from now. 

Still, her message was sim-
ple. Life isn’t perfect; it never 
will be.

I actually struggle the same 
amount, if not maybe a little 
more, in my current life with 
things — with challenges, emo-
tions, struggles,” she aid. “The 

diff erence now, versus then, I’m 
just stronger. Mentally, I am 
the strongest I’ve ever been and 
that is because of my eff orts in 
therapy. … It takes work.”

She paused for a moment.
“The basics take work, trust 

me, I know that now,” she con-
tinued, “but trust me, it’s worth 
it. You’re worth it.”

Page A5 Nashua Reporter 8 March 2024

The Iowa Utilities Board designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier within its 
service area for universal service purposes. 
CenturyLink’s basic local service rates for 
residential voice lines are $32.50 per month 
and business services are $49.50 per 
month. Specific rates will be provided upon 
request. 

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline 
program, which makes residential 
telephone or qualifying broadband service 
more affordable to eligible low-income 
individuals and families. Eligible customers 
may qualify for Lifeline discounts of 
$5.25/month for voice or bundled voice 
service or $9.25/month for qualifying 
broadband or broadband bundles. 
Residents who live on federally recognized 
Tribal Lands may qualify for additional Tribal 
benefits if they participate in certain 
additional federal eligibility programs. The 
Lifeline discount is available for only one 
telephone or qualifying broadband service 
per household, which can be either a 
wireline or wireless service. Broadband 
speeds must be at least 25 Mbps download 
and 3 Mbps upload to qualify. 

A household is defined as any individual or 
group of individuals who live together at the 
same address and share income and 
expenses. Services are not transferable, 
and only eligible consumers may enroll in 
these programs. Consumers who willfully 
make false statements to obtain these 
discounts can be punished by fine or 
imprisonment and can be barred from these 
programs.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, visit 
https://www.centurylink.com/aboutus/com
munity/community-development/lifeline.ht
ml for additional information about applying 
for these programs or call 1-800-201-4099 
with questions.

Phone and Internet Discounts 
Available to CenturyLink Customers

Business Directory2024          NASHUA

Contact us to get 
YOUR Business

Included! 
801 Riverside Dr

Charles City, Iowa
641-394-2111

WANT TO BE INCLUDED?

Contact Laurie - accounting@nhtrib.com

LUMBER STORE

Everything You Need
To Build & Remodel.

Family owned & operated with knowledge and
experience on making your vision come to life.

601 Busti Ave, Elma, IA • Ph: 641-393-2385
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm

Sat 7:30am-12pm

• Home Building Supplies • Custom Design Work
• Agriculture Building Packages �������	��
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MEAT LOCKER

Deerfield 
Locker, LLC.
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Mervin H. Zimmerman
Phone 641-732-6789

• Custom Fabrication & Welding
• Ag Repair

1018 Quail Ave.
Orchard, Iowa 50460

MONUMENTS

RLESHA

ITY GRANITE WORKS

1109 S. Grand Avenue • Charles City
Phone: 641-228-2328  Toll Free: 1-888-455-4361

www.kjgems.com

FARM SPECIALITSTS

PAINTING

Interior - Exterior

Free Estimates
“SERViNG NORTHEAST IOWA”

CELL: (563)380-9595

AGRICULTURE & FARMING

Adams • Alden • Blooming Prairie • Brownsdale • Carpenter
Charles City • Conger • Elgin • Emmons • Grafton • Greene (NAPA)

Lansing • Leroy London • Manly • Marble Rock • Northwood
Oakland • Oelwein • Randalia • Rockford • Rose Creek • Rudd

Stacyville • Sumner • Toeterville

Phone: 641-715-1203
Area Locations:

Serving all your
Agronomy, Energy,
Feed & Grain Needs

www.nexus.coop

TRUCKING

Three Generations
One Tradition

Rausch Bros.
Trucking
Ionia, Iowa
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Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 6:00pm

12 Woodbridge Street
Nashua, Iowa 50658
(641) 435-2102

Dr. Alex Anthofer
Chiropractic Physician

CHIROPRACTIC

FINANCIAL

HEATING & PLUMBING

Cooperative, Comfortable & Personal Service

Allen Pederson

INSURANCE

Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
Independent agents here for you

Medicare Supplements, PDP Plans, 
Medicare Advantage, Individual Health, 
Long Term Care, Life Ins., COST Plans

brianulrichs@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook - Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
www.ulrichsinsurance.com

122 N. 2nd St.
P.O. Box 611
Greene, IA 50636 Office: 641-816-4276

MISC.

Butler County REC

INTERNET / TV / PHONE

Your Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the World

Digital TV
• Over 235 of your 
favorite channels, 
including digital 
pause, HD and 

premium channels 
like HBO & Starz.

High Speed 
Internet

• Unlimited, Ultra-fast, 
Ultra-reliable internet 

with speeds up 
to 1 Gbps.

Telephone
• Safe, secure, 

and reliable.  Our 
phone service 

keeps you 
connected with 

those who matter 
to you.

715 Main Street • Plainfield, Iowa

 319-276-4458
www.Butler-Bremer.com

ATTORNEY

641.228.4500
1300 Grove St. PO Box 454

Charles City, IA

541.732.3796
515 State Street

Osage, IA

www.walkprichard.com

Todd Prichard
Mark Walk

William Baresel
Aaron Murphy
Mark E. Huegel

Law • Financial • Tax • Titles

TREATAA ING ADULTLL  & PT EDIATAA RIC PC APP TAA IENTS

NASHUA THERAPY CLINIC
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P: 641-435-4476 • F: 641-435-4491
taylorphysicaltherapy.com

Physical Therapy • Speech Therapy

ELECTRIC

Local Service for Over 50 Years

Stanton Electric
618 N. Sherman, New Hampton, IA 50659

641-394-3068
www.stantonelectricllc.com

Agricultural • Industrial 
Commercial • Residential

Fast, Professional and Courteous Service

Call us for all your electrical needs, no job too big or too small!

INSURANCE
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formerly Peoples Insurance Agency

601 Dawn Ave.
Fredericksburg, IA 50630

563-237-5075

100 Poppe Ln. 
Nashua, IA 50658

641-435-4040
www.cornerstonemgmt.com

ASSISTED LIVING

SPORTING GOODS
WE BUY, SELL & TRADE FOR GUNS!

Firearms • Ammo • Hunting 
Fishing • Camping • Boating 

Knives & Survival Gear

Outdoors & More, Inc.
220 N. Elm St. • Cresco, IA 52136

(563) 547-5071
www.outdoorsandmore.net

Sharpening Services & Concealed 
Carry Classes Available!

LAND REAL ESTATE

NICK HOPP
319-240-6121
Nick HighPointLandComppany.com

HIGHPOINTLANDCOMPANY.COM

HEALTHCARE

Decorah, Iowa 52101
563.382.2911 • WinnMed.org

TILING
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

SITE DEVELOPMENT-UNDERGROUND UTILITIES
STATE APPROVED AGGREGATE PRODUCTS

COMPLETE MUNICIPAL & INDUSTRIAL 
WASTE WATER TREATMENT SYSTEMS

FIELD DRAINAGE

OFFICE: 563.238.7150
EMAIL: blazekcorp@msn.com
2005 Union Avenue - Lawler, Iowa 52154

with gutter spikes, or compromise your
shingled roof with layover straps.

All 100% American Made Products

Call Us - We Do It Different
641-435-2590 • Nashua, IA

After All, It’s Not Just Gutters…It’s Your Home!

#1 Rated#1 Rated
Gutter GuardGutter Guard

Covers
BROTHERS’ROTHERS’ CUSTOMUSTOM SEAMLESSEAMLESS GUTTERS

We offer 5 & 6 inch GuttersW

wwwww.BrothersGuttersIA.com

GUTTERS

Speaker makes plea for basics when it comes to mental health awareness
EMMA: FROM 1

Taking on the double-edged social media sword
Ask suicide survivor Emma Benoit about social media, especial-

ly when it comes to teenagers, and the Louisiana woman who is a 
fi erce advocate for mental health awareness and suicide preven-
tion has a quick answer.

She believes Facebook, Instagram, Tik Tok, Snapchat, X and 
other social media sites are double-edged swords.

“It’s good because it allows you to connect with each other and 
see what each other is doing and keep that level of friendship in 
existence when you’re at home and not at school with your peers,: 
she said. “But at the same time it’s also really dangerous and 
harmful. … What I had to come to realize was that social media 
was a trigger for my insecurities … it was really toxic for me. It 
made me really feel inferior, it made me not good enough, it made 
me feel like I was doing wrong with myself. It made me really jeal-
ous, which then turned into bitterness.”

Yet, the 23-year-old Benoit hasn’t completely shied away from 
social media sites, but her advice, especially to teens, is to “con-
sume” what they need from the sites.

“For me, that’s the positives, the affi  rmations and all that cdan 
be good,” she said. “Remember, you get to decide what you’re 
going to consume. Leave the rest behind.”



ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 20% off  Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-913-1560

PREPARE FOR power outages to-
day with a Generac Home Stand-
by Generator. Act now to receive a 
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualify-
ing purchase. Call 1-855-954-5087 
today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power 
move.

FARMERS FROM “Bremer, Chicka-
saw, Fayette, Floyd, Howard, & Win-
neshiek County Area Farmers. Los-
ing soybean yield to White Mold and 
Sudden Death Syndrome? We can 
help! Call Jeff  at 1-309-278-2446.”

ALUMACRAFT, CRESTLINER 
BOATS, YAMAHA, MERCURY OUT-
BOARDS. STARK’S PRICE IS BEST. 
PH 608-326-2478

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need 
a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-770-8025. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Aff ordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 844-316-8181. (mcn)

BECOME A Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors Since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s Guide 
1-877-516-0706 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Midwest (mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 
channels and 3 months free premium 
movie channels! Free next day instal-
lation! Call 855-824-1258. (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 
1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance -NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258. 
(mcn)

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER 
and 65+? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award. NO obligation! 
We’ve recovered millions. Let us help!! 
Call 24/7, 1-866-533-1701. (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-846-
4036. (mcn)

DIRECTV SPORTS Pack. 3 Months 
on Us! Watch pro and college sports 
LIVE. Plus over 40 regional and spe-
cialty networks included. NFL, Col-
lege Football, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf 
and more. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

DON’T LET the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, 
is concerned about a fall or wants to 
regain access to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today! 1-877-916-
2093. (mcn)

DON’T PAY For Covered Home Re-
pairs Again! Our home warranty cov-
ers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND AP-
PLIANCES. We stand by our service 
and if we can’t fi x it, we’ll replace it! 
Pick the plan that fi ts your budget! 
Call: 1-877-743-7971(mcn)

DONATE YOUR car, truck, boat, RV 
and more to support our veterans! 
Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pick-
up and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-
429-2331 today! (mcn)

ELIMINATE GUTTE r cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off  Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

GET DISH Satellite TV + Internet! 
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift 
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-434-0020 
(mcn)

GET YOUR deduction ahead of the 
year-end! Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous year-end tax credit. Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at 1-855-
977-7030 today! (mcn)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 States. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs help veterans 
fi nd work or start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s 
fi rst off er. Many injured parties are 
entitled to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 
100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 
1-888-767-0798(mcn)

IS 2024 your year? We’re here for it 
and here for you. Reach your goals 
this year with WeightWatchers. Get 
started with THREE months FREE, 
visit www.weightwatchersoff er.
com/50. (mcn)

JACUZZI BATH Remodel can in-
stall a new, custom bath or shower 
in as little as one day. For a limited 
time, we’re cutting installation costs 
in half and off ering a FREE safety 
upgrade! (Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change and vary by deal-
er. Off er ends 3/31/24 Call 1-855-
963-1988. (mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 877-327-0795. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE 
in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-785-0305 
(mcn)

OVER $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 877-326-
1608. (mcn)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S 
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner, Speedmas-
ter.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

PREPARE FOR power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby Gener-
ator. Act now to receive a FREE 7-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-877-228-5789 today to schedule a 
free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s 
a power move. (mcn)

REPLACE YOUR roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Off er up to 
50% off  installation + Additional 10% 
off  install (for military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-844-907-2386. (mcn)

SAFE STEP. North Americas #1 Walk-
In Tub. Comprehensive lifetime warran-
ty. Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE shower 
package and $1600 Off  for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-290-5083. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows 
that a majority of people struggle 
to pay for health coverage. Let us 
show you how much you can save. 
Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will need to 
have your zip code to connect to the 
right provider. (mcn)

SWITCH AND save up to $250/year 
on your talk, text and data. No con-
tract and no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with fl exible data plans. 
Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. 
For more information, call 1-888-
909-7338. (mcn)

THE BATHROOM of your dreams in 
as little as 1 day. Limited Time Off er 
- $1000 off  or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. 
Many options available. Quality ma-
terials & professional installation. Se-
nior & Military Discounts Available. 
Call Today! 1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

THE COVID crisis has cost us all
something. Many have lost jobs
and fi nancial security. Have $10K In
Debt? Credit Cards. Medical Bills.
Car Loans. Call NATIONAL DEBT
RELIEF! We can help! Get a FREE
debt relief quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (mcn)

THESE MIGHT be the Bible An-
swers you’ve been Looking for !!!
www.MusingsAboutGod.com. Logi-
cal, Clear, Respectful......ahhhh.......
but a little Diff erent ... (mcn)

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, Martin,
Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild,
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-470-1643.
(mcn)

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disabili-
ty benefi ts if you have are between
52-63 years old and under a doc-
tor’s care for a health condition that
prevents you from working for a year
or more. Call now! 1-888-924-0449.
(mcn)
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Responsibilities & requirement:
• must be 16 years or older
• wash/detail equipment
• lawn mowing
• light mechanical work
• full-time position possible

PART TIME SHOP HELP
What we offer:
• clean work environment
• friendly staff
• competitive pay
• flexible hours 

NEW HAMPTON RED POWER 
2205 240th Street
New Hampton, IA 50659
Equal opportunity employer

CONTACT
contact: Buck Henderson 
e) buckh@redpowerteam.com
p) (641) 394-3178

Apply online! redpowerteam.com/careers

Floyd County Environmental Health 
Specialist/Zoning Administrator/

911 Signs Administrator
Primary duties include conducting septic system site evaluations 
and annual inspections of septic system pumpers, performing 
well inspections, collecting water sample tests, installing 911 
addressing signs, inspecting swimming pools and tattoo parlors, 
overseeing nuisance and dog bite complaints, and preparing and 
adhering to approved budgets.

A qualifying candidate must have basic mechanical and critical-
thinking skills, must become well-versed in local and state laws 

Microsoft Word/Excel/Outlook. Basic Geographic Information 
System knowledge preferred.

EOE

Affordable Tree Removal & Trimming

Fully Insured    FREE QUOTES
Call or Text Michael

641.426.6767

for the award-winning
Dickinson County News

and The Okobojian

Th is  pos i t ion  w i l l  remain  open un t i l  f i l l ed .  A l l  peop le  w i th  the  appropr ia te  sk i l l s  w i l l  be  cons idered  fo r  the  pos i t ion .

Requirements:  Exce l len t  in te rv iew ing , 
repor t ing ,  wr i t ing  and  grammat ica l  sk i l l s ; 

the  ab i l i t y  to  hand le  mu l t ip le  tasks ;  the
sk i l l s  to  make dead l ines ;  the  sk i l l s  to 
f ind  and take  in te res t ing  photographs 

tha t  te l l  the  s to ry  o f  an  event  o r  ac t i v i t y ; 
the  w i l l i ngness  to  speak  w i th  peop le ;

the  knowledge to  dea l  w i th  soc ia l  i ssues
and po l i t i cs ;  the  ab i l i t y  to  pu t  persona l 

op in ions  as ide  and te l l  the  s to r ies  o f 
o thers ;  and  the  des i re  to  learn  more 

about  o thers  and  the  communi ty.

HELP 
WANTED

NEWS EDITOR

DICKINSON
COUNTY NEWS

1721 Hill  Avenue | Spirit Lake, IA | 712.336.1211

I f  you  a re  ready  to  serve  the  D ick inson County  a rea
and i t s  c i t i zens  in  th is  in te res t ing  and fas t -paced
pro fess ion ,  send a  resume and any  suppor t ing 
mater ia ls  to  pub l i sher@spencerda i l y repor te r.com.

Ed•i•tor
a person who is in charge
of and determines the final
content of a text, particularly
a newspaper or magazine.

Com•mu•ni•ty
an interacting population of 
various kinds of individuals 
in a common location.

News•pa•per
a paper that is printed and 
distributed usually daily or
weekly and that contains 
news, articles of opinion, 
features, and advertising.
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Floyd County Floyd County 
Public HealthPublic Health

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Commercial
Equestrian

Hobby Shops

Agricultural
Garages

And More!

S T R U C T U R E S
www.GingerichStructures.com

Eastern Wisconsin
920-889-0960

Western Wisconsin
608-988-6338

Eastern CO
719-822-3052

Nebraska & Iowa
402-426-5022
712-600-2410

Kansas & 
Missouri

816-858-7040 

EOE

Call Tim Jensen for an Interview today:
1-800-772-1734

MIDWEST REGIONAL ROUTES
Growth Oppurtunities - Now Hiring

• Some Over Night

• Returning Daily to Cedar Rapids

• Steady Income/100% Paid Benefits

• Company Training

APPLY NOW!
www.jensentransport.com

DES MOINES, IOWA

IOWA’S LARGEST
November 18-20

Callahan Promotions, Inc. 563-357-1986

March 8-10

ADM: Just $7.00

Callahan Promotions, Inc. 
563-357-1986

250

Let Us 
Help You!

Place your 
Help Wanted

Ad Today in the

Call Today: 
641-394-2111

HELP 
WANTED?



March is a misunderstood 
month in my mind. 

No off ense to anybody that 
was born in March – which my 
father was – but I just don’t get 
the third month of the year. 

It’s perplexing in its own 
weird way or kind of like an 
enigma wrapped inside a riddle 
– if that makes sense to you, 
because I’m still scratching my 
head about this month. 

I’ve read online (yes, take that 
with a huge grain of salt) – that 
March is one of the least-favor-
ite months for people who pay 
attention to this sort of thing or 
rank the months accordingly to 
their preference. 

February is somewhere 
around the bottom third of this 
tier-ranking system for me as 
well. 

But March is, well, March – 
that goofy month that is all over 
the place. 

March is without a doubt – 
overlooked, underrated, under-
appreciated, but still hated my 
many. 

I’ll tell you why. 
Let’s start with what I don’t 

like about it. 
My biggest complaint with 

March – it’s so unpredict-
able, keeps me guessing and 
the weather in this part of the 
nation is infuriating during this 
month. 

Make your mind up March!!! 
Is it spring, summer, winter or 
fall??? How ‘bout all four!!!

If I’m going to pick a month 
that ranks near the bottom, it’s 
March. And if we’re making 
lists – February is dead last. 

Sorry Punxsutawney Phil, 
Super Bowl Sunday, Valentine’s 
Day, “Fat Tuesday,” Ash 
Wednesday and all the other 
important dates and holidays in 
this cold and lonely month (not 
counting this year’s February 
weather). 

January, you’re not far 
behind. 

But March, that’s where I 
can pinpoint my angst. January 
and February I get. March, not 
so much. It wants to act like 
spring, but then reverts back to 
winter in the harshest way pos-
sible with sleet, snow and wind. 

Speaking of wind – March 
and April are statistically the 
windiest months of the year, at 
least in the midwest. I’ll take 
heavy rain over wind any day. 
And depending on the tempera-
ture and wetness – snow. 

Sure, March has St. Patrick’s 
Day and the start of spring. Oh, 
don’t forget Easter this year, 
because it falls on March 31. 

The middle of the month on 
March 15 signifi es the Ides of 
March – or to some the anni-
versary of the assassination of 
Julius Caesar. That’s a big one 
for you history buff s out there 
or those experts on the Roman 
Empire. 

There’s plenty of fun days 
in the month of March as well, 
like National Sloppy Joe Day 
(March 18) or National Ravioli 
Day (March 20). 

My favorite? – it’s a tie 
between National Goof off  Day 
(March 22) or National Puppy 
Day (March 23). Palm Sunday 
(March 24) is the day after 
National Puppy Day, which is 
also World Meteorological Day. 

Who knew there were 
this many important days in 
March???!!!???

Rolls eyes. 
Now before I go off  on green 

beer or weird looking lepre-
chauns – just know that there 
is a pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow with all this nonsense 
in March. 

I was born in May – yeah, 
come at me. 

But March does end well – 
kind of like the “in like a lion, 
out like a lamb” saying that I’ve 
heard over and over again about 
this schizophrenic month. 

What saves March from gath-
ering dust underneath all the 
other months at the bottom of 
the scrap heap is MLB Opening 
Day and “March Madness.”

Sports keep this month on 
life support and not entirely 
dead to me.

Have I overstepped my 
boundaries and gone overboard 
a little too much on my crit-
icism and lambasting of this 
mercurial month?

Probably. 
I’ll end with this. 
To be honest, I don’t think 

March gets enough credit com-
pared to such “high-profi le” 
four-week, 30-day periods on 
the calendar like July, October 
or December.

And that’s because of college 
basketball and professional 
baseball – because they end and 
begin simultaneously. 

There is no more of an excit-
ing time period than when the 
conference tournaments start in 

college hoops 
play and the 
b e g i n n i n g 
of the NCAA 
men’s and 
w o m e n ’ s 
tournament.

Let’s cut 
right to the 
chase – I 
don’t care if 
my bracket is 
busted. 

I just want 
to see coach-
es jumping 
up and down, 
buzzer-beat-
ers galore with a few “onions” 
and “man-to-man” splashed 
in from the legendary voice of 
CBS’ Bill Raftery. 

“Send it in big fella,” Raftery 
rejoices.  

Upsets would be nice, too, 
because you know Cinderella 
needs to wear that slipper. 

I try to write a column every 
year about this sacred time that 
signifi es winter may just be in 
our rear-view mirror. 

Then there’s Opening Day – 
which is hands-down one of 
my most revered and respected 
sports “holidays.” 

Wait, wait, wait. Let’s pump 
the brakes a tad here. 

Since MLB has gone glob-
al now and has been for quite 
some time – I forgot when the 
“actual” fi rst MLB games will be 
played. That’s a two-game series 
on March 20-21 in Seoul at the 
Gocheok Sky Dome between 
the San Diego Padres and Los 
Angeles Dodgers. 

The fi rst MLB pitch thrown 
in North America will take place 
on Thursday, March 28 between 
the Milwaukee Brewers and 
New York Mets at Citi Field 
over in Queens. 

Have the requisite nachos, 
hot dogs and pretzels on stand-
by if you don’t already. That 
means mustard (no ketchup), 
rock salt and jalapenos are the 
proper condiments for this ball-
park fare that any true, die-hard 
diamond follower understands. 

So Iowa Hawkeye hoops fans, 
get ready to cheer for Caitlin 
Clark one last time in her black 
and gold jersey. 

Iowa State men’s basket-
ball followers – root on those 
Cyclones to perhaps their fi rst 
ever Final Four appearance 
since 1944. 

Drake, UNI and all roundball 
teams in between – this is your 
moment to shine. 

One more thing, if Sunday’s 
Ohio State-Iowa women’s bas-
ketball showdown wasn’t cool 
enough – did you check out the 
stands?

Sure, the action on the court 
saw Iowa’s own – the super-
star Clark – become the all-
time leading scorer in Division 
I hoops history – but a Major 
League Baseball Hall of Famer 
made an appearance?

One of the greatest power 
pitchers ever – Nolan Ryan – 
was checking out the hoops 
action on Sunday and witnessed 
a legendary moment in Iowa 
City as Clark passed “Pistol 
Pete” Maravich to claim the No. 
1 spot as college basketball’s 
greatest Division I scorer. 

Travis Scott – one of the 
most famous rappers around 
– also strolled into Carver 
Hawkeye Arena and rooted on 
the Hawkeyes!!!

Evan “Jake from State Farm” 
– sporting a black and gold 
Clark vest – was there!!!

A hero of Clark’s growing 
up – legendary Connecticut 
Husky and four-time WNBA 
champ, Maya Moore – was also 
in attendance on Sunday. Clark 
“fangirled” big time before the 
game after meeting Moore. 

It was awesome to see 
Lynette Woodard there as well 
– whom Clark surpassed as the 
all-time best points leader in 
major women’s college basket-
ball play just a few days prior. 
Woodard was the “unoffi  cial” 
points leader as she played 
college basketball prior to the 
NCAA recognizing the sport in 
1982. 

Also remember, Woodard 
and Maravich achieved their 
remarkable records prior to 
the implementation of the 
3-point line in 1986. To make 
Maravich’s record even more 
amazing – he only played three 
years of college basketball for 
LSU (1967-1970) because 
freshmen weren’t allowed to 
play varsity games back then. 
It wouldn’t be until 1972 when 
freshmen could play on varsity 
basketball and football teams. 

While you’re soaking in all 
the basketball action – don’t 
forget, March is Women’s 
History Month. 

Maybe I do like the month of 
March after all?
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the all-time best state record 
time in Class 1A of 55.75, set 
by Ellie Herzberg of Mason-
Northwest Webster in 2013. 

Carder ended up setting the 
open 400 dash school record 
at Waukee with her blistering 
early-season pace at Wartburg. 
Carder did not compete at state 
in Class 4A in the open 400. 

“It was an exciting race! I 
love seeing her compete at such 
a high level. Having that type 
of competition at such a high 
level is awesome to witness and 
so good for her,” said N-P head 
girls track coach Amber McCall. 

This isn’t the fi rst time 
Huck’s been clipped at the wire 
in the last year. 

Huck fi nished second by just 
one-hundredth of a second in 
the 1,500 (mile run) to Calamus 
Wheatland’s Noelle Steines at 
state in 2023. Each broke the 
1A state record in that epic 
jaunt around the oval. Huck 
lost 4:35.44 to 4:35.43. That 
victory enabled Steines and her 
Warriors to win the 1A state 
team title. N-P was looking to 
repeat as state champs in the 
small-school class and fi nished 
runner-up in the team stand-
ings. 

“That hundredth of a second 
last year at state – that one 
hurt,” said Huck. 

Huck, as stated before, is 
a fi ve-time state title winner 
(twice in the open 400, open 
800, distance medley (2022), 
sprint medley (2022).

She’s hoping to bump up that 
gold medal total considerably 
this spring. 

“I’d like to hit four golds this 
year,” said Huck. 

The only other time Huck 
usually runs against a large con-
glomeration of big schools like 
Waukee is at the Eastern Iowa 
Track and Field Festival – held 
in mid-April at Iowa City West. 

“I ran against big schools, but 
the only competition I had was 
Noelle (Steines). Here – lots of 
big schools. I think it’s a really 
good place to start,” said Huck 
about the mid-season meet 
hosted by the Women of Troy 
in Iowa City. 

Large schools like West Des 
Moines Valley, Cedar Falls, 
Cedar Rapids Xavier, Waterloo 
West and Waukee Northwest 
were in attendance on Monday 
at Wartburg on the girls side of 
competition. 

Nashua-Plainfield’s 4x400 
relay placed third in a time of 
4:32 with the likes of sopho-
more Lily Eiffl  er, seniors Ellie 
Eick and Jordyn Frost, along 
with Huck at the anchor spot. 

Waukee Northwest won the 
4x400 in 4:18 and Valley was 

runner-up in 4:28. 
Frost is hoping to crack the 

state meet in the high jump. 
She placed seventh with a leap 
of 4-8 on Monday.

“Hitting 4-8 at the fi rst meet 
is amazing! Jordyn has looked 
so strong this season. Her time 
trial times were impressive. I 
see her holding key positions 
for us this season. I’m so excited 
to see what the rest of her senior 
year holds for her,” said McCall. 

N-P’s 4x200 relay squad of 
Frost, Eick, junior Amberley 
Gerholdt and sophomore 
Jalissa White placed 13th in 
2:06. 

Husky sophomore Eden 
Lamborn really impressed in 
the season opener with a fourth-
place showing in the shot put 
(32-11.5). That was over four 

feet farther (28-8) than she 
threw at last year’s Wartburg 
Indoor.

N-P senior Myranda Webster 
threw 26-11.75 in the shot put, 
which saw her come in as the 
16th-best thrower in that event. 

“I’m so proud of both of 
them. They have been work-
ing extremely hard already this 
season. They are so disciplined. 
They do the right thing even 
when no one is watching,” said 
McCall. 

Jayla Patten, a sophomore, 
placed 15th in the 55-meter 
dash prelims (8.12) and 20th 
in the open 400 with a time of 
1:15.38. She was also 11th in the 
long jump with a leap of 14-2. 

“Jayla had a great fi rst varsi-
ty meet all around. She is going 
to put up some big numbers for 
us this season. The girl has so 
much potential,” said the N-P 
head coach. 

The N-P boys and girls track 
teams will compete back at 
Wartburg in another indoor 
meet on Tuesday, March 19. 
The Huskies’ season opener for 
the outdoor track season is slat-
ed to take place at St. Ansgar 
at a co-ed meet on Tuesday, 
March 26. 

WARTBURG INDOOR 
NASHUA-PLAINFIELD RESULTS

55 meter dash prelims - 15. Jayla 
Patten 8.12, 29. Serena Gallmeyer 
8.77. 

200 dash - 33. Maci Malven 33.78, 
35. Abi Schmitt 34.4. 

400 dash - 2. Kadence Huck 
58.92, 20. Patten 1:15.38. 

800 run - 25. Rachel Paplow 
3:14.15, 28. Rilynn Henningsen 
3:20.93. 

1,500 - 28. Makenna Bouillon 
7:07.31. 

High jump - 7. Jordyn Frost 4-8. 
Long jump - 11. Patten 14-2, 24. 

Kamryn Zimmer 9-8.5. 
Shot put - 4. Eden Lamborn 

32-11.5, 16. Myranda Webster 
26-11.75. 

4x200 - 13. Frost, Ellie Eick, 
Amberley Gerholdt, Jalissa White 
2:06.8. 

4x400 - 3. Lily EIffl er, Eick, Frost, 
Huck 4:32.72. 

history again last spring. 
Evans was the “hammer” on 

last year’s shuttle hurdle relay 
squad that medaled for the 
fi rst time ever at state. Evans 
anchored the shuttle hurdle to 
a seventh-place fi nish in the 
fi nals (1:02.13).

Evans is the only returnee 
back from that historic squad as 
Kaden Wilken, Bo Harrington 
and Aiden Lamborn have all 
graduated. 

Evans qualified for the 
fi nals in the 55-meter hurdles 
on Monday and placed eighth 
(8.6). 

“He’s special,” said Sudol. 
Sudol said Evans will take a 

crack at competing in the long 
jump and high jump this season 
as well to maximize his athletic 
capability. 

“I always say with my best 
athletes that I do a disgrace to 
them if I can’t get them to state 
in more than one event,” said 
Sudol. “If I can’t get him to state 
in something I’ve kind of failed 
as a coach.” 

Evans ran the opening leg on 
the 4x400 relay at Wartburg, 
which placed 14th overall in 
a time of 4:05.18. That squad 

was comprised of Evans, senior 
Dylan Blanchard, sophomore 
Jase Hansen and senior Tucker 
Franzen. 

The Husky 4x400 fi nished 
22nd last year at state in 3:39.5 
and like the shuttle hurdle – 
Evans is the lone returnee in 
that event as well. 

N-P’s 4x800 ran to a 
10th-place time of 9:39 with the 
foursome of Hansen, Blanchard 
Braeden Mitchell and Avery 
Mueller. 

“These young guys have 
developed along really well. 
It’s fi nding the right spot for 
them and seeing what we can 
do with them is the big thing. 
We just haven’t had enough 
time to get it all fi tted in yet,” 
Sudol added. 

Husky senior Trae Geise 
jumped to a 10th-place result 
in the long jump (18-4.5). 

“Trae Geise looks really good 
in the long jump,” said Sudol.

N-P junior Luke Paplow pro-
duced an 11th-place fi nish in 
the 3,200 run (11:45). 

Jake Smith, a sophomore, 
ran twice around the track 
indoors for a 13th-place show-
ing in the open 400 with a time 
of 59.77. 

“Jake has been a pleasant 

surprise on how well he’s run-
ning,” said Sudol. 

N-P soph Navarii Williams 
ran to a 27th-place fi nish in the 
55-meter dash prelims (7.25). 

“Navarii looks faster than 
last year. I think he’ll be a kid 
that we can get something done 
with as well,” said Sudol. 

While it’s still too early to tell, 
sophomore Eli Kalainoff  could 
be a big contributor to the track 
squad this year. He’s still recov-
ering from an ankle injury suf-
fered last fall in football, so his 
running contributions are still 
up in the air. 

One thing is for certain 
– Kalainoff  will give it a go in 
the discus. 

Kalainoff  anchored Nashua-
Plainfield’s state qualifying 
4x800 relay, which placed 18th 
at state a year ago in 8:38. 
Blanchard and Hansen also ran 
on that team. 

“I think that’s something 
he can be really good at,” said 
Sudol about Kalainoff  in the 
discus. “Hopefully, we can get 
him down to state in that. We’ll 
see. With his running…we’ll see 
where that takes us this year as 
the season gets going.” 

Give these Huskies some 
time to sort things out, because 

when they do – good things 
could happen. 

“There’s a lot to be seen yet,” 
said Sudol. “We just gotta fi gure 
it all out.” 

WARTBURG INDOOR 
NASHUA-PLAINFIELD RESULTS

55 meter dash prelims - 27. Navarii 
Williams 7.25, 34. Easton Richards 
7.55. 

55 meter hurdles prelims - 7. Titus 
Evans 8.55, 23. Clayton Gerholdt 
10.62. 

55 meter hurdles fi nals - 8. Evans 
8.6. 

200 dash - 28. Aiden Gelner 26.53, 
37. Miles Carpenter 29.29. 

400 dash - 13. Jake Smith 59.77, 
34. Brady Lensing 1:09.62. 

800 run - 24. Caleb Lentz 2:28.28, 
30. Brexton Bird 2:35.17. 

1,600 run - 24. Caleb Sinnwell 
6:02.09, 28. Carson Mundorf 6:26.17. 

3,200 run - 11. Luke Paplow 
11:45.57, 22. Connor Sullivan 
14:04.15. 

High jump - Devon Blanchard NH, 
Tyler Zimmer NH. 

Long jump - 10. Trae Geise 18-4.5, 
22. Tucker Franzen 16-10. 

Shot put - 24. Zander Lentz 
35-4.75, 34. Isaac Jones 29-4. 

4x200 - 20. Lensing, Benjamin 
Percy, Christopher Niedert, Quintyn 
Boehmer 2:12.33. 

4x400 - 14. Evans, Dylan 
Blanchard, Jase Hansen, Franzen 
4:05.18. 

4x800 - 10. Hansen, Dy. 
Blanchard, Braeden Mitchell, Avery 
Mueller 9:39.67. 

BOYS TRACK: FROM 8

GIRLS TRACK: FROM 8

Kelly Terpstra  
is the Reporter’s 

sports editor 
and he can 
be reached 
by email at 

sports@nhtrib.
com.

Misunderstood March 
is a mercurial month

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
N-P sophomore Jase Hansen begins the fi rst leg of the 4x800 relay at the Wartburg Indoor in Waverly on Monday.
Hansen, along with Dylan Blanchard, Braeden Mitchell and Tucker Franzen, placed 10th in a time of 9:39. 

Newcomers ready to make splash for N-P

Husky sophomore Patten one to watch this spring for N-P

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Waukee’s Anjelena Carder (left) and N-P’s Kadence Huck 
duke it out in the open 400 at the Wartburg Indoor. 
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Your Local Venue for 
Graduation Parties

The Oak Tree, Inc.
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708 Main St.
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Hours: 
Mon.-Thurs.: 9am-6pm; 

Fri.: 9am-4pmWATKINS
KITCHEN 
GADGETS
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Lodge Cookware, Rada Assorted 

Knives, Kitchen Gadgets of all kinds, 
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Bulk Foods & so much more.

BY KELLY TERPSTRA

Of the Reporter

Two laps around the track.
It didn’t even seem like it 

took that long – because if you 
blinked more than once you 
were gonna miss a fantastic fi n-
ish. 

All eyes zoomed in on the 
fi nish line at the indoor track at 
Wartburg College in Waverly on 
Monday afternoon to witness 
what even the most novice track 
and fi eld follower could tell was 
shaping up to be a photo fi nish. 

And the 400-meter dash 
duel between Nashua-Plainfi eld 
junior Kadence Huck and 
Waukee senior Anjelena Carder 
didn’t disappoint

In what will almost certainly 
– barring an unforeseen and 
unlikely circumstance – be a 
preview and glimpse into what 
may well be another showdown 
next month in Des Moines, the 
two top-notch athletes from 
opposing classes turned on the 
burners. 

The result was two of the 
fastest times in the Iowa prep 
track indoor season early on 
as Carder just edged Huck at 
the tape by just eight one-hun-
dredths of a second – 58.84 to 
58.92. 

Huck – the fi ve-time state 
champ for N-P – isn’t accus-
tomed to losing, but she tipped 

her cap to the purple-clad 
Waukee standout that came 
from behind to track her down. 

“I should have had another 
kick,” said Huck. “She caught 
me a little off  guard. It’s fi ne. It 
is what it is.” 

The potential rematch next 
time around won’t be run on 
Wartburg orange, but likely on 
the famed blue oval of Drake 
Stadium at one of the most 
prestigious relays in the nation. 

Those two blazing-fast times 
will obviously stick and qualify 
the elite runners for the 114th 
running of the Drake Relays 
in late April in that event. 
Carder and Huck’s times are 
currently listed as the second 
and third-fastest times in all 
classes in the state according to 
gobound.com. 

Huck’s feeling after the loss to 
Carder was a mixed bag – that’s 

because she accepts nothing but 
the best. 

“I wanted to run like around 
a high 57. I wasn’t happiest 
about my time, either. It’s fi ne. 
It’s a good start to the season,” 
said Huck. 

But that open 400 race at 
the Drake Relays – of which 
Huck is the two-time defending 
Class 1A state champ in  – will 
have all but one out of the top 
10 return if they’re all able to 
qualify later this spring. The 
high school events at the Drake 
Relays feature all classes. 

Huck re-broke her own 
school record in the open 400 
last year at state with a sizzling 
time of 55.94. That’s nearing 

BY KELLY TERPSTRA

Of the Reporter

The Nashua-Plainfi eld boys 
track squad made history last 
season. 

The Huskies will look to con-
tinue what has been a good run 
recently out on the oval this 
spring with several new faces 
that will attempt to win another 
district championship in 2024. 

That’s exactly what the 
Huskies did last spring for the 
fi rst time in school history. 

“It’s going to be hard to dupli-
cate what we did last year,” said 

N-P head coach Chase Sudol. 
“The thing I’ll say about the 
team we’ve got this year is they 
work extremely hard in every-
thing we do. Everything we ask 
–  they do. They don’t com-
plain.” 

Sudol said he has 32 kids 
out for the sport this year and 
many of those runners/jump-
ers/throwers that are  on his 
roster were competing at the 
Wartburg Indoor in Waverly 
this past Monday – which offi  -
cially kicked off  the season. 

“Those are good numbers,” 
said Sudol. “I thought the kids 
competed well. It’s just a matter 
of fi nding out what positions 
we’re going to put guys in.”

Scoring points for a team 
tally and qualifying individuals 
down to state are separate enti-
ties in and of themself – but the 
Huskies should be able to do a 
little bit of both in the coming 
months. 

“It’s going to be diff erent 
things that we’re going to be 
good at this year,” said Sudol. 
“Last year we may have been 
good in certain areas. There’s 
plenty of success to be had, it’s 
a matter of where we’re going to 
have it at and what we’re going 
to do with it. It’ll be fun.” 

It’s still awfully early in terms 
of knowing exactly where ath-
letes will be slotted in order to 
get the best out of them. 

“We’ve got two-and-a-half 
months is the way I look at it,” 
said Sudol. “I’m not getting too 
excited yet. If it was May 1st, I 
might be excited.”

One key athlete that is back 
for N-P is senior Titus Evans – 
who helped the Huskies make 

The Huskies are off  and running
Huck takes second in a blazing fast 400 as Huskies kick off  track season

Chickasaw Event 
Center Irish Stew

301 N. Water Ave., New Hampton

Thursday, March 14
4:30pm to 6:00 pm

Tickets $15

- Serving Irish (Beef) Stew, cornbread, desserts & Drinks
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drivedrive

Your Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the World
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like HBO, Starz & 

Cinemax
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Internet

• Unlimited, Ultra-fast, 
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speeds up to 1 Gbps.
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• Safe, secure, and 

reliable.  Our phone 
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715 Main Street • Plainfield, Iowa
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Kelly Terpstra/Tribune
Nashua-Plainfi eld senior Titus Evans competes in the 55-meter hurdles fi nals at 

Monday night’s meet in Waverly.

SEE GIRLS TRACK, 7

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Nashua-Plainfi eld’s Makenna Bouillon (left) runs the 

1,500 while Braeden Mitchell (above) runs a leg of the

4x800 for the Huskies during an indoor meet at Wartburg 

College that was held Monday.

‘Diff erent team’ takes track 
for Nashua-Plainfi eld boys
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