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BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

The Chickasaw County Board 
of Supervisors has a new leader, 
but Tuesday’s vote to elevate Scott 
Cerwinske to chairman had its share 
of “county intrigue.”

Matt Kuhn, who had served as 
the board chair for the past two 
years, announced that he had no 
interest in continuing in his posi-
tion.

“It’s time for someone else to step 
up,” he said and opened the fl oor for 
nominations.

And there were a slew of them, 
too, as Steve Breitbach nominated 
Cerwinske, who returned the favor 
and nominated Breitbach. Jake 
Hackman nominated Kuhn, and 
Kuhn nominated Travis Suckow.

Kuhn appeared to be taken 
aback by his nomination, especially 

because it was coming from 
Hackman.

“You’ve never supported 
me before,” Kuhn said and 
asked why Hackman had 
made the nomination.

Supervisors elect new chairman
All but one board member nominated for post, but Cerwinske prevails in balloting

START OF NASHUA AREA EMS TOPS LIST OF BIGGEST STORIES FROM NEWSY YEAR

PROVING THEM WRONG IN 2023!PROVING THEM WRONG IN 2023!
BY BOB FENSKE

Of the Reporter

In a year that produced a host of newswor-
thy headlines, the Reporter’s top story is one 
that off ers proof that good things happen when 
a community comes together for a common 
cause.

No. 1 for 2023 wasn’t the drought, the depar-
ture of a mayor or the thrilling moments pro-
vided by our Nashua-Plainfi eld Huskies.

No. 1, without question, was the successful 
launch of Nashua Area EMS. 

It not only provided ambulance service to the 
residents of Chickasaw County’s second-largest 
city, it did so with a rig that was just “around the 

corner,” instead of in New Hampton, Charles 
City or Waverly.

And it proved the naysayers completely and 
utterly wrong.

“The support we’ve gotten from the fi re 
department, from the community, and the grat-
itude of our residents, those are all really huge 
for us,” Nashua Area EMS Director Zenda 
Vikturek said during an interview last month. 

“Even people who haven’t had to use our 
service tell us, ‘Just knowing you’re here is 
comforting.’ I’m incredibly proud of what we’ve 
accomplished in a really short time.”

And Vikturek could be forgiven if she had a 

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

Nashua Public Library Director Heather 
Hackman just wants to “put it out there” and see 
what happens when it comes to a new program 
the library will begin off ering to senior citizens, 
beginning next week.

“Coff ee/Tea & Conversation” will begin a week 
from today, Thursday, Jan. 11, and will run each 
week from 2 to 3 p.m.

“It’s something other libraries do, and some-
thing I’ve been wanting to do for a long time,” 
Hackman said. “I’m going to put it out there, and 
we’ll have the coff ee and tea ready, no matter 
how many people show up. We just want to off er 
our senior citizens a fun option to be with people 
their own age, catch up and enjoy each other’s 
company.”

She said she avoided the morning hours for 
the new program so as not to interfere with the 
various “coff ee clubs” that meet at Nashua’s 
Subway, but she added that there are benefi ts to 
the afternoon time slot as well.

“We don’t have that coff ee shop or anything 
like that where people can gather,” she said. 
“We’re really leaving it pretty wide open. I hope 
they bring their knitting and crocheting or they 
play cards. We just want them to have a comfort-
able spot to gather, to talk, to catch up.”

There is no cost for the coff ee or tea, and the 
director is excited to see if the program will “take 
hold” of the senior citizens.

“The whole idea,” Hackman said, “is that we 
just want them to have a spot, their spot, if you 
will.”

Thomson tells town-hall meeting attendees 
that state leaders don’t always understand 
the diff erences between rural, urban Iowa
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Nashua Library to 
off er new program 
for senior citizens
‘Coff ee/Tea & Conversation’ to 
be held on Thursdays at library

LOOKING BACK ON THE YEAR 2023, 
A YEAR FILLED WITH NEWSWORTHY EVENTS

THE TOP-10 STORIES OF 2023
1) Successful launch of Nashua Area 

EMS.
2) The drought.
3) Nashua mayor resigns, replaced.
4) Voters approve diamond complex.
5) N-P wrestlers claim two individual 

state titles, two team state trophies.
6) Kadence Huck wins two state track 

titles to lead Huskies to runner-up fi nish.
7) City continues to deal with dam 

issues.
8) City tackles water issues.
9)  County appoints new sheriff .
10) N-P History Day continues tradi-

tion.

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

The man who represents New Hampton in the 
Iowa House of Representatives said last week 
that he’s going to go to bat for the city’s library 
and museum that would be adversely aff ected by 
a new law that was passed by the Legislature and 
signed into law last spring.

State Rep. Charley Thomson covered a lot of 
ground during a town-hall meeting at the New 
Hampton Public Library, one that was relatively 
well-attended considering it began at 5 p.m. on a 
Friday that kicked off  a holiday weekend.

Thomson spent almost a third of the meeting 
having a back-and-forth discussion about House 
File 718, a new law that contains some dramatic 
changes when it comes to how local government 
entities can tax property owners.

After hearing from Carnegie Cultural Center 
secretary Wally Murphy and New Hampton 
Public Library Director Carrie Becker, Thomson 
said he had issues with the new law, especially 
when it comes to “rolling in” voter-approved 
levies to city levies.

“They can say they preserved your freedom 
to have your library levy, but you just have to 
defund somebody else,” said Thomson, who is in 
the middle of his fi rst House term and represents 
all of Floyd and Chickasaw counties and much of 

SEE THOMSON, 2
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Bremer County. “This is a big prob-
lem. We’re going to have a fi ght about 
this.”

Currently, cities in Iowa can max 
out their basic levies at $8.10 per 
$1,000 valuation but other levies, 
including those that are approved by 
voters, can be added. New Hampton 
has voter-approved levies, for exam-
ple, that provide 27.5 cents per $1,000 
valuation to both the library and the 
Carnegie.

Under HF 718, though, those levies 
will have to count toward the $8.10 
limit by 2029.

Murphy spoke out against the levy, 
pointing out that “it seems to be that 
the best kind of government is closest 
to the people … I’m asking [you] to 
have this amended to empower us to 
tax ourselves.”

Thomson said he has no issue with 
the intent of HF 718, but he said he 
has plenty of issues with how it will be 
implemented.

“They want to be cutting the overall 
tax burden, and that’s fi ne. I think if 
you do the math —  comparing Iowa 
to other jurisdictions — we are not 
getting our dollar’s worth on govern-
ment service. Our overall spending per 
person is too high.”

But he supports reversing some 
aspects of the bill Gov. Kim Reynolds 
signed into law in 2023.

“The people in Des Moines are say-
ing we’re cutting your taxes, see? But 
what they’re doing is cutting some-
body else’s budget and saying ‘you 
fi gure it out.’ Well, that’s not a very 
responsible way of doing it.”

New Hampton City Councilwoman 
Mindy Humpal told the fi rst-term leg-
islator that “we’re having a hard time 
understanding how people sitting in 
Des Moines have a better understand-
ing about how the local citizens here 
want to spend their money.”

Thomson said he believes some of 
the issues with HF 718 show the divide 
not between political parties but the 
urban and rural parts of the state.

“The people in Des Moines 
who have the megaphones in the 
Legislature tend to be the urban and 
suburban representatives, from places 
like Grimes,” Thomson said. “Not that 

there is anything wrong with those 
places, they’re very nice, but we choose 
not to live there. 

“The economics of running 
government and running a town are 
very diff erent in Grimes than they are 
here.”

He promised that “I intend to make 
a nuisance of myself on that issue” 

when the Legislature convenes for its 
2024 session on Monday, Jan. 8.

Among the other issues Thomson 
touched on Friday were education, his 
opposition to allowing Chinese inter-
ests to purchase ag land in Iowa and 
the issue of books being removed from 
school libraries in the state.

On education, he said he believes 

there’s going to “be a lot of money” 
moving to schools, but he added that 
he expects the education debate to 
be controversial over the next few 
months.

“It’s going to come with some reduc-
tions that people won’t like because 
there’s a sense that there’s been over-
spending in some areas,” Thomson 
said. “One area in particular I can 
think of is school facilities and how 
PPEL is working that has encouraged 
in some places overbuilding and dis-
carding perfectly fi ne facilities.”

He said he would remain vigilant 
when it comes to any bills that allowed 
Iowa farmland to be sold to China, 
pointing out that he led the charge to 
reverse a bill in 2023 that “they tried 
to sneak past us.”

Asked by Becker about the possibil-
ity of school librarians being jailed if 
they allow some books to get into the 
hands of students, Thomson said that 
the press has overplayed the issue.

“The press has seen a great oppor-
tunity to say that we’re banning books, 
which is absolutely not true,” he said. 
“We’re not banning anything, we’re 
restricting the availability of obscene 
material to children without parental 
consent.”

And he returned to education late 
in the meeting, saying he has yet to 
see a bill that would dismantle Area 
Education Agencies in the state. He 
sounded a common theme when he 
said that he’s in favor of looking for 
“the fat” in all government spending, 
but he also said that AEAs also provide 
valuable services.

Thomson said one of his goals is to 
improve Iowa’s K-12 education sys-
tem, one that he said several times 
have regressed in recent years.

“Now we have to do the heavy lifting 
of bringing Iowa’s public schools back 
to being the best in the country … and 
that’s not one session worth of work. 
That will be going on for years.”

State representative says education will be hot topic during 2024 session
THOMSON: FROM 1

Bob Fenske/Tribune
State Rep. Charley Thomson shares information about the upcoming legislative session during a town-
hall meeting that was held last Friday evening at the New Hampton Public Library.

Chickasaw County Salvation Army unit wraps 
up a record year for Red Kettle Campaign

It was a record year for the Chickasaw County unit of 
the Salvation Army when it came to its annual Red Kettle 
Campaign.

And after Kris Markham, the coordinator of the Salvation 
Army in the county, accepted congratulations, she got right to 
her annual “acceptance speech.”

“Without Fareway, without the bell ringers, without the 
people who donate,” Markham said, “we wouldn’t be able to 
help people. They’re the ones who are the real heroes with the 
kettle.”

This year’s campaign, which started on Nov. 15 and ran 
through Dec. 23, raised more than $18,500. That easily broke 
the record of a little more than $16,000 that was raised during 
the 2022 campaign.

Markham was eff usive as she talked about Fareway and 
its store leaders for providing the Salvation Army and its bell 
ringers space to conduct the campaign.

“We’re so grateful for all they do and that’s really where 
it starts,” she said. “We have to have a place that we can call 
home and they give us one for the weeks we’re ringing the 
bell.”

— Bob Fenske



Page A3 Nashua Reporter 4 January 2024

Richard David Hansen, age 
77 of Nashua, died Monday, 
Jan. 1, 2024 at his home.

Funeral services will be held 
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 6, 
2024, at the United Methodist 
Church in Nashua with the Rev. 
Sarah Namukose offi  ciating.

Interment will be held 
at Greenwood Cemetery in 
Nashua with grandsons Chad 
Sudol, Chase Sudol, Collin 
Sudol, Austin Walk, Taylor 
Walk, Matt Bryan, Ben Tiedt, 
Dayton Hansen, Jase Hansen, 
and Jaxson Hansen serving as 
pallbearers.  Granddaughters 
Sarah Sudol, Olivia Sudol, 
Melissa Sudol, Jamie Walk, 
Ashley Walk, Brianna Bryan, 
Amanda Tiedt, Shaylee Hansen, 
and Kaylee Hansen will be serv-
ing as honorary pallbearers.

Friends may greet the family 
from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 
5, 2024, at Hugeback-Johnson 
Funeral Home & Crematory/
Olson Chapel in Nashua.  
Visitation will continue one 
hour prior to the service at the 
church.

Hugeback Johnson Funeral 
Home and Crematory - Olson 
Chapel in Nashua have been 
entrusted with arrangements.

Born on May 25, 1946, in 
Charles City, to Fred and Maxine 
(Wolff ) Hansen, Richard’s life 
was one marked by devotion 
to his family, his farm and his 
community.

A lifelong resident of 
Nashua, Richard graduated 
from Nashua High School and 
soon after answered the call of 
duty by serving in the National 
Guard from 1966 to 1972. 
His heart, however, always 
belonged to the soil and skies of 
Iowa. Richard was a dedicated 
farmer, a steward of the land 
who found solace and joy in 
the rolling fi elds that he tended 
with care and respect.

On Sept. 10, 1966, Richard 
married his beloved wife, 
Carolyn (Venz) Hansen, and 
together they built a life fi lled 
with love, laughter, and the 
daily blessings of family. Their 
union was blessed with four 
children — Tami, Kim, Shawna, 
and Jason. He took immense 
pride in his role as a father, 
instilling in his children the val-
ues of hard work, kindness, and 
the importance of family.

Richard’s life was a testa-
ment to his selfl ess nature. He 
was always known to have time 
for people, whether it was a 
neighbor in need or a strang-
er seeking advice. His presence 
was a comfort to many, and his 
willingness to lend a helping 
hand was just one of the many 
ways he demonstrated his lov-
ing and kind spirit.

An avid supporter of the 
Nashua-Plainfield schools, 
Richard never missed an oppor-
tunity to cheer on his children 
and later his grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren at their 
sporting events. His joy was 
palpable, and his encourage-
ment never waned, no matter 
the score.

Richard’s passions extend-
ed beyond the farm and the 

bleachers. He relished in the 
thrill of snowmobiling and 
boating, activities that allowed 
him to experience the beauty of 
nature and the exhilaration of 
life. Yet, it was the simple plea-
sures that he treasured most: 
the yearly family vacations, the 
love of Branson with his wife, 
and the quiet moments spent 
watching his crops grow from 
the window.

One of Richard’s fondest 
memories was a trip to Montana 
with his daughters, an adven-
ture that brought him closer to 
the vastness of the American 
landscape and the tight-knit 
bond of his family. Dancing 
with Carolyn was a cherished 
pastime, one that refl ected the 
rhythm of their life togeth-
er—full of grace, strength, and 
enduring love.

Even as farming became a 
spectator’s sport for him in his 
later years, Richard maintained 
his connection to the land and 
the farming community. He 
enjoyed conversations with fel-
low farmers, sharing stories and 
wisdom gleaned from a lifetime 
of cultivating the earth.

Richard’s legacy is one of 
love and service. He was the 
epitome of selfl essness, always 
putting the needs of his fami-
ly and friends before his own. 
His memory will be honored 
by all who knew him, not only 
as a man who loved his family 
above all else but as a pillar of 
the community who embodied 
the very best of what it means 
to lead a life of kindness and 
generosity.

Richard is survived by 
son, Jason (Marisa) Hansen 
of Nashua; daughters, Tami 
(Steve) Sudol of Nashua, Kim 
(Mark) Walk of Nashua, and 
Shawna (David) DePuew of 
Nashua; sister, Linda (Jerry) 
Smith of Nashua; brother-in-
law, Ron (Marilyn) Venz of 
Charles City; grandchildren, 
Chad (Sarah) Sudol, Chase 
(Olivia) Sudol, Collin (Melissa) 
Sudol, Austin (Jamie) Walk, 
Taylor (Ashley) Walk, Brianna 
(Matt) Bryan, Amanda (Ben) 
Tiedt, Dayton (Kaylee) Hansen, 
Shaylee Hansen, Jase Hansen, 
and Jaxson Hansen; and 14 
great-grandchildren.

He is preceded in death by his 
wife, Carolyn (Venz) Hansen; 
his parents, Fred and Maxine 
(Wolff ) Hansen; and parent-
in-laws. Melvin and Madonna 
Venz.

Richard David Hansen, 77

Richard Hansen

Doyle Edward Ramsey, 67
Doyle Edward Ramsey, age 67 of Nashua, died Monday, Jan. 1, 

2024 at his home.
No formal services will be held at this time.
Hugeback-Johnson Funeral Home & Crematory/Olson Chapel 

in Nashua have been entrusted with arrangements.

James ‘Jim’ Diller, 82
James “Jim” Diller, age 82 of Nashua, died Tuesday, Dec. 26, 

2023, at Waverly Health Center in Waverly. 
Funeral services were held at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2024, 

at St. John United Church of Christ-Pleasant Hill, rural Nashua,  
with the  Rev. Drew McHolm offi  ciating. 

Interment was held at 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 3, 2024, at 
Oak Hill Cemetery in Lansing. 

Friends greeted the family from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 
2, 2024, prior to the service at the church. 
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Hackman’s reply was quick. “Because I 
want you as a chair.”

In the end, it didn’t matter as the fi rst 
three votes cast — by Breitbach, Suckow 
and Kuhn — were for Cerwinske. Hackman 
voted for Suckow while the new chair voted 
for Breitbach, who was elected as vice 
chairman.

That vote was 4-1, as Hackman voted 
“no.”

Hackman served as board chairman 
between 2018 and 2020 but his fellow 

supervisors elected Rick Holthaus to the 
position in 2021. After Holthaus died on 
Jan. 2, 2022, both Hackman and Kuhn 
sought the chair position, and after a 2-2 
vote, Hackman dropped out of the race, 
at the time saying it was “the right thing 
to do.”

Kuhn was then re-elected to the chair at 
the beginning of 2023 on a 4-1 vote, with 
Hackman voting for himself. But Kuhn’s 
second year leading the board had its rocky 
moments, especially this past spring when 
Suckow suggested that the board replace 
its chairman.

But Kuhn refused to resign, and during 
an April 17 meeting, no motion was made 
to remove him and he fi nished out the year 
as chairman.

Cerwinske, a former Nashua city coun-
cilman, knocked off  three-term incumbent 
Tim Zoll in the 2022 Republican primary 
for the District 2 seat that represents the 
southwestern part of the county, including 
the city of Nashua.  

He then ran unopposed in that year’s 
general election and took his seat on the 
board in January 2023.

Bob Fenske/Reporter
New Chickasaw County Board of Supervisors Chairman Scott Cerwinske listens to a presentation by the county’s 
head custodian, Dave Gorman, during Tuesday’s meeting.

Former Nashua City Council member to lead Board of Supervisors 
CHAIR: FROM 1

BY BOB FENSKE
Of the Reporter

It was the federal govern-
ment's version of coal in the 
stockings of Chickasaw County 
and the city of Alta Vista, and 
it is sending county and city 
offi  cials back to the drawing 
board.

Chickasaw County Engineer 
Roman Lensing told the Board 
of Supervisors Tuesday morn-
ing that the county and city 
will not be receiving a por-
tion of a federal Rural Service 
Grant that would have helped 
pay for a much-needed road 
construction project of County 
Road V18 from the south lim-
its of Alta Vista to the Howard 
County town of Elma.

"The feds' opinion of rural 
is an interchange by Cedar 
Rapids," Lensing said, "[so it's] 
back to the drawing board on 
that — fi guring out how we're 

going to foot the bill for that 
cost. Alta Vista, of course, is in 
the same boat. … We need to 
have some discussion with the 
city at some point."

Not getting the grant won't 
aff ect a road project that will 
be done this year on V18 
from Highway 18 to the south 
city limits of Alta Vista that 
will include concrete overlay 
and about 2,600 feet of total 
road reconstruction in North 
Washington.

That project is still set to be 
let sometime this month.

The bigger project, though, is 
on hold, although Lensing said 
preliminary engineering on the 
project will continue through 
March.

"It's going to have to be 
addressed whether or not the 
county wants to assist the 
city with payment or what 
we want to do there," he said. 
"Everything technically outside 

the center 22 is their baby."
Lensing was referring to the 

fact that the county is responsi-
ble for the center 22 feet of V18 
as it passes through Alta Vista. 
The city is responsible for any 
other items that are not in the 
county's jurisdiction.

"They were going to have a 
hard time making it work with 
the grant," said Supervisors 
Steve Breitbach, whose district 
includes Alta Vista, "so I don't 
know how they're going to han-
dle it now."

The supervisors and Lensing 
discussed a variety of options 
— from shrinking the scope of 
the project to using TIF money 
to help Alta Vista with some 
of its costs to pursuing other 
grants.

The county also needs to fi g-
ure out how it can meet its 
costs. Lensing said if the county 
used its Farm to Market Fund, 
"it would take a while to foot 

that bill, and everyone knows 
that the road in Alta Vista is 
pretty bad."

Supervisor Jake Hackman 
said he was not in favor of hav-
ing the county doing its portion 
of the project without the city 
involved.

"I think it it would be fool-
ish to just do the 22 feet," he 
said, "and then they have to 
come back and do theirs later. 
It would be cheaper to do any 
kind of improvement all togeth-
er."

Lensing agreed and also 
expressed his disappointment 
with the grant decision.

"We tried pretty hard to get 
that grant, a lot of work was
put into it. I mean this was
seven counties putting this 
application together, so it was
pretty sad to get that before
Christmas, too, when they said
it would be March until they
announced it."

County goes back to drawing board after not getting road grant from the feds

Grant deadline fast approaching for non-profi t organizations
The deadline to submit grant 

applications to the Chickasaw 
County Community 
Foundation’s 2024 grant cycle 
is 5 p.m. on Monday, Jan. 15. 

The online grant application 
can be found on the Community 
Foundation’s website at www.

chickasawccf.org.    
Grants are awarded to proj-

ects within the program areas 
of arts and culture, commu-
nity betterment, education 
and youth development, envi-
ronment and animal welfare, 
health and human service. 

Grant recipients will be 
announced in March. 

More information can be 
found at www.chickasawccf.org.  
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JANUARYNashua-Plainfield Calendar of Events

FRIDAY, JANUARY 5
• 4:15pm Basketball: Girls JH 

Game vs. Riceville @ Riceville
High School

• 4:30pm Wrestling: Girls Varsity
Tournament vs. Multiple Schools
@ Central Community Junior-Se-
nior High School

• 5:00pm Basketball: Boys JV
Game vs. West Fork @ Home

• 6:15pm Basketball: Girls Varsity
Game vs. West Fork @ Home

• 6:15 Basketball: Girls Varsity
Game vs. West Fork @ home

• 7:30pm Basketball: Boys Varsity 
Game vs. West Fork @ home

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6
• 8:30am Wrestling: Boys Varsity

Tournament vs. Tripoli @ Tripoli
High School

MONDAY, JANUARY 8
• 4:15pm Basketball: Girls JH 

Game vs. West Fork MS  @  
Nashua-Plainfield Husky Wellness 
Center

TUESDAY, JANUARY 9
• 4:15pm Basketball: Girls JH 

Game vs. Charles City  @ 
Charles City High School

• 4:15pm Basketball: Boys JH
Game vs. Turkey Valley @ Tur-
key Valley High School

• 4:15pm Wrestling: Boys JH Meet
• vs. Central Springs Middle School 

@ Central Springs Middle School,
Nora Springs Campus

• 4:45pm Basketball: Boys JV
Game vs. Rockford Senior  @ 
Nashua-Plainfield HS NP Gymna-
sium-High School

• 6:15pm Basketball: Girls Varsity
Game vs. Don Bosco Catholic @  
Nashua-Plainfield High School

• 7:30pm Basketball: Boys Varsity
Game vs. Rockford Senior  @ 
Nashua-Plainfield HS NP Gymna-

sium-High School
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 10
• Story Hour for ages 3-5 from 10 

am-11 am Plainfield Public Li-
brary

• Wednesday Wonders from 3-4 pm
at Plainfield Public Library

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11
• 4:15pm  Basketball: Boys JH 

Game vs. Central Springs Middle
School @ Central Springs Middle 
School

• 5:00pm  Basketball: Boys JV 
Game vs. Postville  @  Postville 
Community Schools

• 6:00pm  Wrestling: Boys Varsity 
Quad vs. Multiple Schools..  @ 
Central Springs High School

• 6:00pm  Wrestling: Boys JV Quad 
vs. Multiple Schools @  Central
Springs High School

• 6:15pm  Basketball: Girls Varsity 
Game vs. Postville @ Postville
Community Schools

• 7:30pm  Basketball: Boys Varsity 
Game vs. Postville @ Postville
Community Schools

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12
• TBD Wrestling: Girls Varsity

Conference vs. Osage @ Osage
High School

• 4:15pm  Basketball: Boys JH 
Game vs. Sumner Fredericksburg
Middle  @  Sumner-Fredericks-
burg Middle School

• 5:00pm  Basketball: Boys JV 
Game vs. Northwood-Kensett 
CSD  @  Northwood-Kensett Jr./
Sr. High School Gym

• 6:15pm  Basketball: Girls Varsity 
Game vs. Northwood-Kensett 
CSD @ Northwood-Kensett Jr./Sr.
High School Gym

• 7:30pm  Basketball: Boys Varsity 
Game vs. Northwood-Kensett 
CSD  @  Northwood-Kensett Jr./

Sr. High School Gym

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13
• Youth Basketball Tournament 

Husky Wellness Center 
• 9:30am  Wrestling: Boys Varsity

Game vs. Multiple Schools @ 
Hudson Elementary School

• 7-10 pm Dueling Pianos at The B

MONDAY, JANUARY 15
• 5:00pm  Wrestling: Boys JV

Tournament Multiple Schools vs.
Osage @ Osage High School

• 6:00pm  Presidential Caucus NP 
Junior High Commons

• Extension office closed

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 16
• 4:15pm  Basketball: Girls JH 

Game vs. Tripoli  @  Tripoli High 
School Girl/Boy double header

• 4:15pm  Wrestling: Boys JH Meet
• vs. Charles City @ Charles City

High School
• 5:00pm  Basketball: Boys JH

Game vs. Tripoli  @  Tripoli High 
School Girl/Boy JH double header

• 5:00pm  Basketball: Boys JV
Game vs. Newman Catholic  @ 
Nashua-Plainfield HS NP Gymna-
sium-High School

• 6:00pm  Wrestling: Boys Varsity
Meet vs. Multiple Schools @ Star-
mont High School

• 6:15pm  Basketball: Girls Varsity
Game vs. Newman Catholic  @ 
Nashua-Plainfield High School

• 7:30pm  Basketball: Boys Varsity
Game vs. Newman Catholic @  
Nashua-Plainfield HS NP Gymna-
sium-High School

• 6-7:30 pm Extension Council
meeting

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17
• Story Hour for ages 3-5 from 10 

am-11 am Plainfield Public Li-

brary
• Wednesday Wonders from 3-4 pm

at Plainfield Public Library

THURSDAY, JANUARY 18
• 4:15pm  Basketball: Girls JH 

Game vs. Clarksville  @  Nash-
ua-Plainfield High School

• 4:15pm  Basketball: Boys JH 
Game vs. North Butler @ Nash-
ua-Plainfield Husky Wellness
Center

• 4:15pm  Wrestling: Boys JH Meet 
vs. Riceville @ Riceville High
School Boys only meet

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19
• 4:15pm  Wrestling: Boys JH Meet 

vs. Riceville @ Riceville High
School Girls meet only

• 5:00pm  Basketball: Boys JV 
Game vs. Central Springs  @  
Central Springs High School

• 6:15pm  Basketball: Girls Varsity
Game vs. Central Springs  @  
Central Springs High School

• 7:30pm  Basketball: Boys Varsity
Game vs. Central Springs  @  
Central Springs High School

• 7-10 DJ/Line Dancing at The B

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20
• 10:00am Wrestling: Girls Varsity 

Tournament vs. Mason City  @  
Mason City High School 8:00 am
weigh-ins 

• 10:00am Wrestling: Boys Varsity 
Conference vs. Multiple Schools 
@ Osage High School

• 3:00pm  Basketball: Boys JV 
Game vs. Clarksville @  Clarks-
ville High School

• 4:15pm  Basketball: Girls Varsity
Game vs. Clarksville @ Clarks-
ville High School

• 5:30pm  Basketball: Boys Varsity
Game vs. Clarksville @ Clarks-
ville High School

MONDAY, JANUARY 22
• 4:15pm  Basketball: Girls JH 

Game vs. North Butler Middle 
School @ North Butler Elemen-
tary - Allison

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23
• 4:15pm  Wrestling: Boys JH Meet 

vs. Multiple Schools @ Charles
City High School Junior High
Girls Only

• 5:00pm  Basketball: Boys JV 
Game vs. St. Ansgar  @  Nash-
ua-Plainfield HS NP Gymnasi-
um-High School

• 6:15pm  Basketball: Girls Varsity 
Game vs. St. Ansgar  @  Nash-
ua-Plainfield High School

• 7:30pm  Basketball: Boys Varsity 
Game vs. St. Ansgar  @ Nash-
ua-Plainfield HS NP Gymnasi-
um-High School

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24
• Story Hour for ages 3-5 from 10

am-11 am Plainfield Public Li-
brary

• Wednesday Wonders from 3-4 pm
at Plainfield Public Library

THURSDAY, JANUARY 25
• 4:15pm  Basketball: Boys JH 

Game vs. Rockford Senior @ 
Rockford High School

• 4:15pm  Wrestling: Boys JH Meet 
vs. Multiple Schools @ Nash-
ua-Plainfield High School

• 1:30-4:00 Private Pesticide Appli-
cator CIC New Hampton Chicka-
saw County Extension

• 7:00-9:30 Private Pesticide Appli-
cator CIC New Hampton Chicka-
saw County Extension

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26
• 5:00pm  Basketball: Boys JV 

Game vs. Osage @ Osage High

School
• 6:15pm  Basketball: Girls Varsity

Game vs. Osage @ Osage High
School

• 7:30pm  Basketball: Boys Varsity
Game vs. Osage @ Osage High
School

SATRUDAY, JANUARY 27
• 9:00am  Wrestling: Boys Varsity

Tournament vs. Multiple Schools
@ North Butler High School

MONDAY, JANUARY 29
• 5:00pm  Basketball: Boys JV

Game vs. Waterloo Christian @ 
Nashua-Plainfield HS NP Gymna-
sium-High School

• 6:15pm  Basketball: Girls Varsity
Game vs. Waterloo Christian @ 
Nashua-Plainfield High School
Little Husky Cheerleader Perfor-
mance

• 7:30pm  Basketball: Boys Varsity
Game vs. Waterloo Christian @ 
Nashua-Plainfield HS NP Gym-
nasium-High School Little Husky 
Cheerleader Performance

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26
• 4:15pm  Basketball: Girls JH 

Game vs. Central Springs Middle
School @ Central Springs Middle 
School

• 4:15pm  Basketball: Boys JH
Game vs. St. Ansgar  @  Nash-
ua-Plainfield Husky Wellness
Center

• 6:00pm  Wrestling: Boys Varsity
Regionals TBA vs. IHSAA  @ 
TBA Regional Duals

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31
• Story Hour for ages 3-5 from 10

am-11 am Plainfield Public Li-
brary

• Wednesday Wonders from 3-4 pm
at Plainfield Public Library

715 Main Street,
Plainfield, Iowa
319-276-4458

“Your Connection
                   to the World” 

Butler County REC

Steve & Tami Sudol
301 Greenwood Ave

Nashua
641-435-4825

S&T AUTO SALES
AND

800 N. Main St. Charles City, IA
1-800-850-7481 

www.unggoybroadband.com

 Unlimited Data   No Contracts 

Reliable Service Where
You Need It Most!

Want toAdvertise your business here?
Give us a call to be a part of our monthly calendar!
641.394.2111

“Where Community Matters”
401 Main St., Nashua, Iowa

641-435-4943

Serving all your
Agronomy, Energy, Feed

& Grain needs.

vaifield.com

Call:
641-715-1203

620 1st Street
Plainfield, IA 50666

319.276.4469
        www.firstiowa.bank 

twinge of “I-told-you-so” in 
her voice as she talked about 
the service that began taking 
calls on July 1 after a year of 
intensive preparation to park 
an ambulance in the city.

Go back to the summer of 
2022, when the old Chickasaw 
County Ambulance Council was 
desperately trying to fi nd a way 
to make sure that county res-
idents had access to EMS ser-
vice.

They settled on a coun-
ty-owned ambulance service 
that would provide city resi-
dents coverage through 28E 
agreements.

Nashua, though, was not 
only concerned about the price 
tag, but it also was adamant 
that it wanted a rig to be sta-
tioned in the city.

The county said no, and 
Nashua set off  on its own.

“I know there were a lot of 
people at the county, in the 
county, who were snickering 
and thinking they’ll never make 
it work,” Vikturek said. “I think 
that gave all of us in Nashua 
even more motivation to make 
this work.”

And it is working just fi ne; 
in fact, Nashua Area EMS has 
exceeded even the lofty expec-
tations Vikturek had before the 
fi rst call the ambulance took.

As the new year dawned, 
Nashua Area EMS had 20 active 
volunteers, which means it has 
been in service, as its director 
put it,  “pretty much 99 percent 
of the time.”

That was going to be an issue, 
the naysayers said. They said 
the county service would have 
to respond to Nashua often 
because there’s no way the little 
city could staff  an ambulance.

The naysayers were wrong, 
the “little city that could” was 
right.

“We’ve had a couple of hours 
here and there where we hav-
en’t been in service,” Vikturek 
said, “but it’s a rare thing. Since 
we started, the county has taken 
one call in Nashua, and that 
wasn’t even because we weren’t 
in service, that was because we 
were on another call.”

Nashua Area EMS gets off  to a great start

You know it’s been a pretty newsy year when 
it’s tough to come up with a top-10 list of sto-
ries, and that was certainly the case when it 
came to 2023.

But after looking through a year’s worth of 
Reporters, here is what we came up with for the 
top-10 stories of 2023.

No. 1: Nashua Area EMS
There were plenty of doubters out there 

when Nashua decided to start its own ambu-
lance service, but in its fi rst six months of 
service, Nashua Area EMS proved all those 
naysayers wrong.

No. 2: The drought
Here’s hoping this isn’t a top-10 story in 

2024, especially after this past year in which 
Nashua received just 55 percent of its normal 
precipitation.

No. 3: Nashua mayor resigns
Many Nashua residents were stunned when 

Mayor Alex Anthofer abruptly turned in his 
resignation, and the city was without a mayor 
for almost two months before the City Council 
appointed one of its own, Councilman Hal 
Kelleher III, to fi nish out Anthofer’s term.

No. 4: Diamond complex
In March, Nashua-Plainfi eld Community 

Schools’ voters overwhelmingly approved a 
measure that will allow the district to use its 
“state penny” fund to build a new baseball and 
softball complex in Plainfi eld, and although it 
took months to fi nd a contractor at the right 
price, ground was broken on the site in October 
and construction will begin in earnest this 
coming spring.

No. 5: Special wrestling team
Nashua-Plainfi eld’s wrestling team has a 

long, storied tradition, and the Huskies added 
to it in 2023 with inspired runs to third-
place fi nishes at both the Class 1A state duals 
and traditional tournament, where the Rinken 
brothers — Garret and Jayden — both claimed 

individual state titles.
No. 6: State track heroics

Huskies’ superstar Kadence Huck claimed 
two state titles — in the 400 and 800 — to lead 
Nashua-Plainfi eld to an improbable runner-up 
fi nish at the Class 1A state track and fi eld meet.

No. 7: Dam issues
Throughout the year, the Nashua City 

Council dealt with issues with its dam — rang-
ing from problems that cropped up after it 
was supposedly fi xed two years ago to who 
owns the dam — and city offi  cials lobbied the 
Chickasaw County Board of Supervisors to help 
fund some of the costs, which they agreed to 
by giving the city $50,000 of its ARPA interest 
funds for engineering fees.

No. 8: Working on water
The city of Nashua continued to deal with 

issues with its city water, and that led the 
City Council to change companies that pro-
vide oversight over the city’s water supply. 
The good news is by the end of the year, the 
Environmental Protection Agency had lifted 
sanctions against the city.

No. 9: New sheriff 
In January, the Chickasaw County Board of 

Supervisors appointed Ryan Shawver to the 
sheriff ’s offi  ce that had been vacated by Marty 
Hemann’s retirement. The Sheriff ’s Offi  ce pro-
vides law enforcement service to the residents 
of Nashua.

No. 10: History success
Nashua-Plainfi eld’s National History Day 

program had another banner year as Caleb 
Sinnwell fi nished third in his division at the 
national contest, where Alison Mehmen and 
Gracie Dietz claimed the Agricultural and Rural 
History Outstanding Project award. Later in 
the year, a trio of students — Paige Franzen, 
Kadence Huck and Cal Levi — received the 
Lowell Milken Center for Unsung Heroes’ 
Discovery Award.

It was a tough year to pick Reporter’s top-10 stories

TOP STORY: FROM 1

Reporter fi le photo
They may not have made our top-10 list this year, but once again, our community 
celebrations, like the annual Water Over the Dam Days in Nashua, hit the right 
notes in 2023.

Find us online 
24/7 at 

www.nhtribune.newsews

News from the 
Nashua Pubic Library

The Nashua Public Library is open Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

We can be reached by phone at 641-435-4635, and you 
can reserve books online as well through our online catalog, 
call the library if you need help by going online to https://
nashua.biblionix.com/catalog/.

The library is now off ering notary services to patrons. Our 
library director is now a notary public through the state of 
Iowa. If you need notary services, make sure to stop into the 
library or give us a call to ensure our library director is avail-
able.

We’re here to help all the residents of Nashua and appre-
ciate our patrons, so if you have questions, please don’t hesi-
tate to stop by or give us a call!

•••••
Upcoming events at the Nashua Public Library include:
• Through Thursday, Feb. 29: Read-A-Latte Reading 

Challenge, stop by the library for details and to grab your 
punch card for chances to win a prize basket.

• Wednesday, Jan. 10: Library Board meeting, 7 p.m. 
• Thursday, Jan. 11: Coff ee/Tea & Conversation Senior 

Social Hour, 2 to 3 p.m.
• Wednesday, Jan. 17: Adult painting workshop – 5:30-

6:30 p.m. (please call or stop into the library to sign up.) 
Must register to be included. 

• Thursday, Jan. 18: Coff ee/Tea & Conversation Senior 
Social Hour, 2 to 3 p.m. 

• Saturday, Jan. 20: Children’s painting workshop- 10:30-
11:30 a.m. (please call or stop into the library to sign up.) 
Must register to be included. 

• Thursday, Jan. 25: Coff ee/Tea & Conversation Senior 
Social Hour, 2 to 3 p.m.

• Thursday, Feb. 1: Coff ee/Tea & Conversation Senior 
Social Hour, 2 to 3 p.m.

• Thursday, Feb. 8: Coff ee/Tea & Conversation Senior 
Social Hour, 2 to 3 p.m.

• Wednesday, Feb. 14: Children’s Valentine’s Day 
Workshop, 5 to 6 p.m.

• Wednesday, Feb. 14: Library Board meeting, 7 p.m.
• Thursday, Feb. 15: Coff ee/Tea & Conversation Senior 

Social Hour, 2 to 3 p.m.
• Saturday, Feb. 17: “Magician” Rick Eugene at the 

library! 10:30-11:30 a.m. (Open to all ages)! 
 •••••

Some of the new books we have at the library include: 
• Energy Follows Thought by Willie Nelson
• The Secret by Lee Child
• Magic by Roland Lazenby
• Lost & Hound by Rita Mae Brown
• Wyoming Proud by Diana Palmer
• Being Henry by Henry Winkler
• A Christmas Vanishing by Anne Perry
• The Wishing Bridge by Viola Shipman
• Dirty Thirty by Janet Evanovich
• Inheritance by Nora Roberts
• The Edge by David Baldacci 
• Just Once by Karen Kingsbury
• My Name is Barbara by Barbara Steisand
• The Ball at Versailles by Danielle Steel
• Tom Clancy’s Command and Control by Marc Cameron
• Taste of Home Annual Recipes 2024
• Second Act by Danielle Steel
• The Exchange by John Grisham
• 50 years of Marble Rock Historical Society
• Stories of Marble Rock and People (1850-2023)
• Red Warning by Matthew Quirk **Large Print**
• Hour of Assassin by Matthew Quirk **Large Print**
• The night agent by Matthew Quirk **Large Print**

— Compiled by Nashua Public Library  Director Heather 
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ran a man-to-man press that 
traps. They were able to bounce 
back and forth with those two 
things and they gave us issues.” 

Huck, N-P’s top scorer and 
stat leader in virtually every 
category this winter, led all 
scorers with 21 points. She 
scored 15 second-half points on 
9-16 shooting and grabbed 10 
rebounds to go along with six 
steals. 

N-P senior Jalynn Pratt 
and Husky junior Paige 
Franzen were playing their 
fi rst games back from injuries 
that saw them sit out sever-
al games before winter break. 
The Huskies were also playing 
their fi rst game since the loss 
of junior center Josslynn Glaser 
– who had ankle surgery last 
month and could miss the rest 
of the regular season. Glaser 
scored a career high 23 points 
in her last game versus Osage 
in December. 

“I think it was pretty notice-
able that a lot of those girls were 
kicking off  rust from not playing 
a game for a month or whatever 
it was for a lot of them,” said 
Smith. “I’m hoping a few more 
practices and a few more games 
with those guys that we see bet-
ter versions of all of them.” 

Franzen knocked down N-P’s 
lone shot from beyond the arc 
with 15 seconds left in the third 
quarter. That 3-pointer trimmed 
N-P’s defi cit to 48-22 – which 
would be the score headed into 
the fi nal period of play. 

Riceville buried nine 3-point-
ers on the evening – six of them 
coming in the second half. 

N-P senior center Myranda 
Webster was also playing her 
fi rst game back from an ankle 
injury that also saw her miss 
time prior to the Riceville 
contest. Webster tallied eight 
points.

N-P came up with 16 steals, 
but also turned the ball over 29 
times. 

Smith said this may be the 
toughest stretch of the year as 

the Huskies, now 2-6, take on 
Central Springs (7-3, 4-2) at 
home on Thursday, followed by 
another home date the follow-
ing night on Friday versus West 
Fork (4-5, 3-3). 

“We’re not going to make any 
excuses about it. We knew that 
this was what kind of faced us 
when we got back from break,” 
said Smith. “We’ve got to up our 
eff ort level.”

RICEV`ILLE 64, N-P 33
Rice 18 12 18 16 - 64
NP 6 4 12 11 - 33

Ava Kirk 0-1 0-0 0, Kadence Huck 
9-16 3-6 21, Myranda Webster 3-11 
2-2 8, Jalynn Pratt 0-3 0-0 0, Paige 
Franzen 1-7 1-2 4, Elayna O’Neill 
0-2 0-0 0, Maci Malven 0-3 0-0 0, 
Marleigh Lowe 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 13-44 
6-10 33. 

3-point fi eld goals - Kirk 0-1, Pratt 
0-1, Franzen 1-2, Malven 0-3, Lowe 
0-1. 

Rebounds - Huck 10, Franzen 3, 
Webster 2, Kirk 1, O’Neill 1, Malven 
1, Lowe 1. 

Assists - Pratt 3, Huck 2, O’Neill 2. 
Steals - Huck 6, Webster 3, Lowe 

3, Malven 2, Kirk 1, Franzen 1. 
Blocks - Huck 2, Webster 1. 

– Denver 135-pounder Chloe 
Bloker. That junior Cyclone 
wrestler also started out her 
mat career the same time as 
Navaeh and is 17-11 on the 
season. 

Navaeh Bloker is a micro-
cosm of a large portion of girls 
wrestlers in the state. They’re 
somewhat of a novice to the 
sport, but with time and expe-
rience – they’re climbing the 
ladder of success. 

“This year is a lot better than 
it was last year,” said Navaeh 
Bloker. “I got a lot more fun-
damentals. It comes easier to 
everyone. The girls that were 
out last year have so much 
improvement now this year.” 

Bloker got tested in a big 
way Tuesday morning when she 
stared down Slade (32-0) – who 
is top-ranked and just a sopho-
more for Southeast Polk. Slade 
has not lost a match in 81 tries. 
The freshman Ram pinned her 
way to a state title last year at 
155 pounds. She took care of 
Bloker by fall in 1:43 in their 
quarterfi nal match. 

Bloker advanced to the quar-
ters with a opening round vic-
tory by pin over Mia Reichart of 
Nevada in 1:27. Macie Graves 
of Cedar Falls, who is 29-9 
on the year, pinned Bloker in 
just 24 seconds in consolation 
round two. Bloker came back to 
pin Elsie Hubbell of Humboldt 
in 1:45 in her other victory on 
the day. Bloker lost to Gracey 
Smith (18-9) of Clear Lake in 
her medal match in a close, 4-3, 
decision. 

“Myself, I see more aggres-
sion – which is making my 
matches better,” said Bloker. 
“I’m just happy I’ve been 
improving a lot throughout the 
season. If I make it to state 
that’d be great.” 

Navaeh talked about the 
opportunity to lock horns with 
much larger schools than N-P 
and how being a small team 
such as the Huskies also can 
have its benefi ts. 

“It helps our small school 
get to see other schools in how 
we can improve by watching 
them,” said Bloker “Our team, 
since it’s so small – we’re so 
close – it helps us be more sup-
portive.” 

Eden Lamborn, a sophomore 
235-pounder for N-P, did not 
place in her bracket. She pinned 
Grayce Coree of Nevada in just 
1:04 in her fi rst consolation 
match. 

Lamborn is 15-6 on the year. 
Reams talked about the dif-

ference from when Lamborn 
and Bloker were freshman last 
year to the present day. 

“They’re completely diff er-
ent wrestlers than last year. It’s 
leaps and bounds diff erent,” 
said Reams. 

N-P also has a new wrestler 
out in sophomore Jayla Patten. 
Wrestling in her second meet 
of the year at 125 pounds in 
the junior varsity tournament – 
Patten won a match by fall over 
Kyliee Babcock of Aplington-
Parkersburg/Grundy Center in 
2:25. Patten (1-6) placed sixth 
in her weight class. 

Lily Jones (3-6) – a freshman 
155-pounder for N-P – placed 
third in the JV tourney at her 
weight class. 

What does Reams want to 
see out of his team the rest of 
the way for the Huskies?

“Continued improvement. 
Obviously, you want to see ’em 
win, but I always tell them win-
ning isn’t everything because 
you don’t learn when you win,” 
said Reams. 

N-P wrestles at Central 
Elkader this Friday. 

OSAGE INVITE TEAM SCORES
Cedar Falls 201, Southeast Polk 

196, Bettendorf 182, Osage 154, 
East Buchanan 129, Lewis Central 
124, Mason City 92, Clear Lake 85, 
Humboldt 85, Nevada 78, Alburnett 
62, New Hampton/Turkey Valley 
59, Waukon 54, Central Elkader 49, 
South Winneshiek 43, Emmetsburg 
37, St. Ansgar 30, Don Bosco 26, 
Eagle Grove 24, AP-GC 18, Nashua-
Plainfi eld 12. 

NASHUA-PLAINFIELD 
INDIVIDUAL RESULTS

155 - Navaeh Bloker placed eighth. 
Champ. Round 1 - Bloker pinned Mia 
Reichart (Nevada), 1:27. Quarterfi nal 
- Skylar Slade (Southeast Polk) 
pinned Bloker, 1:43. Cons. Round 2 
- Macie Graves (Cedar Falls) pinned 
Bloker, 0:24. Cons. Round 3 - Bloker 
pinned Elsie Hubbell (Humboldt), 
1:45. 7th Place Match - Gracey Smith 
(Clear Lake) dec. Bloker, 4-3. 

235 - Eden Lamborn did not place. 
Champ. Round 1 - Madilyn Metz 
(Cedar Falls) pinned Lamborn, 5:29. 
Cons. Round 2 - Lamborn pinned 
Grayce Coree (Nevada), 1:04. Cons. 
Round 3 - Madison Wright (Lewis 
Central) pinned Lamborn, 1:59. 

JV RESULTS 
125 - Jayla Patten placed sixth. 

Quarterfi nal - Chloe Gorby (Cedar 
Falls) pinned Patten, 1:03. Cons. 
Round 1 - Patten pinned Kyliee 
Babcock (AP-GC), 2:25. Cons. Semi 
- Eden Melcher (Cedar Falls) pinned 
Patten, 0:43. 5th Place Match - Elise 
Grzybek (Cedar Falls) pinned Patten, 
0:50. 

155 - Lily Jones placed third. 
Round 1 - Kennedy Long (Nevada) 
pinned Jones, 1:54. Round 3 - Graci 
Schiller (Nevada) pinned Jones, 1:01. 

the rebound, which gave 
Riceville free throws on the 
other end. The Wildcats would 
make 1-2 from the charity 
stripe and lead 56-55. 

Then controversy entered the 
fray. 

Riceville was called for a 
10-second violation underneath 
a minute left in regulation that 
didn’t appear to be warranted. 
Referees converged and ended 
up giving the ball back to the 
Wildcats. 

That wacky play – courtesy 
of an inadvertent whistle by the 
offi  cials –  was not what Mueller 
was focused on after the game. 

“It was a big play in the 
game, but ultimately the one 
that we’re beating our heads 
up against right now is how we 
let our defense totally go into 
whiff -mode on the last play,” 
said Mueller. “We did not get 
back. We kind of wanted to just 
put a little pressure on when 
they got the ball in, but we 
never sprinted back.” 

The middle stages of the 
game were back and forth, but 
N-P did take an early 13-6 lead 
after an 11-0 run was engi-
neered by the Huskies. Riceville 
ended up going on a big run 
of its own as it strung together 
12-consecutive points to take 
an 18-13 lead. 

Riceville came up with 19 
steals as a team and Mueller 
said he thought his team prob-
ably came close to at least 20 
turnovers in the game. 

“I just felt defensively the 

whole night we felt like we could 
jog back,” said Mueller. “I think 
they out-hustled us most of the 
night. I want to give them a 
little bit of credit. I feel like they 
gave the eff ort needed to win.” 

N-P senior guard/forward 
Trae Geise led the Huskies 
with a career-best 17 points. 
Franzen – fresh off  a career-
high 24 points against Tripoli 
in the last game before win-
ter break – fi nished with 12 
points. Malven hit for nine 
points. Foelske and sophomore 
forward/center Trent Rodruck 
each tallied eight points apiece. 

“I think some points of our 
game are coming around,” said 
Mueller. “Off ensively, our ball 

movement’s a lot better. I think 
we maybe need to get more 
post touches than what we 
do. Defense is letting us down 
right now. We’re having trou-
ble guarding guys and keeping 
them in front of us.”

N-P and Riceville are no 
stranger to drama and thrilling 
fi nishes when the two schools 
hook up. Just two seasons ago 
Drew Wilken drained a deep, 
desperation 3-pointer to sink 
Riceville, 51-48, at the buzzer in 
2022. Riceville also won a 48-46 
barnburner in 2020 over N-P. 

Riceville improved to 2-7 
overall and N-P fell to 2-6. The 
Huskies next three games are 
in Nashua and that stretch of 

games will cap a four-game 
homestand. Those contests will 
come against Central Springs, 
West Fork and Rockford. 

RICEVILLE 58, 
NASHUA-PLAINFIELD 57

Rice 13 12 16 17 - 58
NP 13 15 13 16 - 57

Tucker Franzen 5-15 0-0 12, Trae 
Geise 6-11 4-6 17, Matthew Malven 
4-13 0-1 9, Landon Foelske 4-7 0-0 
8, Trent Rodruck 4-8 0-0 8, Jase 
Hansen 0-3 0-0 0, Avery Mueller 0-2 
0-0 0, Jake Smith 0-1 0-0 0, Hunter 
Hackman 1-3 1-2 3. Totals 24-63 
5-9 57. 

3-point fi eld goals - Franzen 2-10, 
Geise 1-2, Malven 1-7, Foelske 0-1, 
Hansen 0-1, Mueller 0-1, Smith 0-1. 

Rebounds - Geise 10, Malven 
6, Rodruck 6, Foelske 5, Mueller 
3, Franzen 2, Smith 2, Hansen 1, 
Hackman 1. 

Assists - Foelske 4, Geise 3, 
Malven 3, Franzen 2, Rodruck 1, 
Smith 1, Hackman 1. 

Steals - Franzen 4, Geise 2, 
Foelske 2, Rodruck 1. 

Blocks - Malven 1, Hackman 1. 

GIRLS WRESTLING: FROM 7

Focus for Huskies coach is 
on continued improvement

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Navaeh Bloker has her hand raised after claiming a
match win at Tuesday’s Osage Invitational.

Huskies begin tough, hectic stretch in schedule
GIRLS HOOPS: FROM 7

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Nashua-Plainfi eld’s Elayna O’Neill corrals a rebound during Tuesday night’s game 
against Riceville.

CHICKASAW COUNTY
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ 

MINUTES
December 26, 2023

The Board convened on Tuesday, 
December 26, 2023, at 9:00 A.M. with 
members Breitbach, Suckow, Kuhn, 
Cerwinske, and Hackman present in 
the Boardroom on the 2nd floor of the 
Court House, New Hampton, Iowa.   
Chairperson Kuhn called the meeting to 
order.  Also present were Auditor Sheila 
Shekleton, Attorney David Laudner, 
Bob Fenske, member of the media,  Jim 
Cook, Bassett Mayor Jim Ashley, Terry 
Johnson, Sheriff Ryan Shawver,  EMA 
Director Jeff Bernatz, Custodian Dave 
Gorman, Joan Knoll, Kurt Knoll, Con-
servation Director Chad Humpal, Chair 
of Board of Compensation Stephanie 
Mashek, Board of Compensation Mi-
chael Kennedy and Doreen Cook, Re-
corder Shirley Troyna, Treasurer Matt 
Ysbrand, EMS Brannon Anderson.

Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by 
Suckow to approve the agenda for De-
cember 26, 2023.   Roll Call: All Ayes.  
Motion carried.

Motion by Breitbach, seconded by 
Cerwinske  to approve the meeting min-
utes from December 18, 2023.  Roll Call: 
All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Public comment: Bassett Mayor Jim 
Ashley made a statement that it would be 
cheaper and safer for the EMS crews to 
stay at the apartment verse renovating the 
EMS Building.

Motion by Breitbach, seconded by 
Cerwinske to appoint Joan Knoll to the 
Board of Health for a three-year term.  
Roll call:  Ayes; Breitbach, Cerwinske, 
Suckow, Kuhn.  Nay;  Hackman.  Motion 
carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Breitbach to appoint Michael Pickar to 
the Conservation Board for a five-year 
term.  Roll Call: All Ayes.  Motion car-
ried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 

Suckow to appoint Steve Kuennen to 
the Pioneer Cemetery Commission for 
a three-year term. Roll Call: All Ayes.  
Motion carried.

Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by 
Breitbach to appoint Diane Murphy to 
the Pioneer Cemetery Commission for a 
three-year term. Roll

Call: All Ayes.  Motion carried.
Motion by Suckow, seconded by 

Hackman to appoint Brad Ellison to the 
Fredericksburg Benefited Fire District 
for a three-year term. Roll

Call: All Ayes.  Motion carried.
Discussed the Magistrate Appoint-

ing Commission has one opening, Civil 
Service Commission has one opening 
and City of New Hampton Planning and 
Zoning Commission has one opening.

Discussed Compensation Board rec-
ommendations for salaries of elected of-
ficials for FY 2024-2025.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve and authorize chair’s 
signature to Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram Contract #11018D which expires 
September 30, 2024.  Roll Call: All 
Ayes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Suckow to approve and authorize chair’s 
signature to Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram Contract #12130D which expires 
September 30, 2024.  Roll Call: All 
Ayes.  Motion carried.

Motion by Breitbach, seconded by 
Cerwinske to acknowledge purchase of 
the Dock at Airport Lake from Schwig 
Outdoors for $19,534.53 per purchase 
policy.  Roll Call: All Ayes.  Motion 
carried.

Discuss updating the Chickasaw 
County Hazard Mitigation Plan and if the 
county would pay half.  No action taken.

Discussed the EMS Building proj-
ect bids and Aaron Thompson from the 
Design Connection will update building 
plans and get back to the board.

Motion by Breitbach, seconded 
by Kuhn to appoint Kevin Geerts and 

Heather Jurgensen as additional Medical 
Examiner Investigators.  Roll call.  Aye;  
Breitbach, Kuhn.  Nay; Suckow, Cerwin-
ske, Hackman.  Motion failed.

Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by
Suckow to appoint Kevin Geerts as ad-
ditional Medical Examiner Investigator.  
Roll call.  Aye;   Cerwinske, Suckow, 
Breitbach, Hackman, Kuhn.   Motion 
carried.

Motion by Hackman, seconded by 
Cerwinske to approve Storage Agree-
ment with Toys for Tots to store extra 
toys at the Heritage Center for up to one 
year.  Roll Call: All Ayes.  Motion car-
ried.

Discussed hiring freeze.
Budget work session.
County Attorney, David Laudner
 FY 24-25 Budget
Custodian, Dave Gorman
 FY 24-25 Budgets for Com-

munity Services Building, Law Enforce-
ment Building, Heritage Center, and
LEMC (Law/Emergency Management 
Commission)

Treasurer, Matt Ysbrand
 FY 24-25 Budget
Consensus of the Board of Super-

visors to add $180,000.00 to the EMS 
budget as part of the Amendment for 
renovations.

Committee Assignments
Supervisor Kuhn, December 21, 

INRCOG Regional Transit, INRCOG
Board meeting, INRCOG Executive
meeting.

Motion by Cerwinske, seconded by
Suckow to adjourn at 11:44 A.M.  Roll 
Call: All Ayes.  Motion carried.

Matthew Kuhn, Chairperson
Board of Supervisors
ATTEST: Sheila Shekleton, Auditor

No. 23552
1/4/24 NH    1/4/24 NR
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N-P boys 
coach sees 
progress but 
wants more

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Nashua-Plainfi eld’s Jake Smith looks for an open teammate during Tuesday’s game 
against Riceville.

BOYS HOOPS: FROM 7



Cedar River
Can Redemption

222 Main Street • Nashua
M-F  9am-4pm • 641-330-5006

Large drop off available. 
Must be clearly marked with name, 

address & phone number

Miscellaneous
ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off  Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-913-1560

GENERAC STANDBY Generators 
provide backup power during utility 
power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-855-954-
5087

REPLACE YOUR roof with the best 
looking and longest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limit-
ed Time Off er 50% off  installation + 
Additional 10% off  install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-855-974-
5952

Boats/Trailers
ALUMACRAFT, CRESTLINER 
BOATS, YAMAHA, MERCURY OUT-
BOARDS. STARK’S PRICE IS BEST. 
PH 608-326-2478

MCN
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWN-
ER? STORM DAMAGE? You need a 
local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work. Fast, free 
estimate. Financing available. Call 
1-888-770-8025. Have zip code of 
property ready when calling! (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Discover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with Inogen 
Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 855-846-
4036. (mcn)

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as 
little as ONE DAY! Aff ordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Discounts 
available. Call: 844-316-8181. 
(mcn)

BECOME A Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manuscript sub-
missions currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: Con-
sultation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution. Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 1-877-516-0706 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/Midwest 
(mcn)

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year 
Price Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 
190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 855-824-
1258. (mcn)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! 
Junk, high-end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-877-978-2510. (mcn)

DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Compa-
ny. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance- NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/https://www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 
(mcn)

MCN
DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER 
and 65+? You may qualify for a 
substantial cash award. NO obliga-
tion! We’ve recovered millions. Let 
us help!! Call 24/7, 1-866-533-
1701. (mcn)

DIRECTV SPORTS Pack. 3 Months 
on Us! Watch pro and college 
sports LIVE. Plus over 40 regional 
and specialty networks included. 
NFL, College Football, MLB, NBA, 
NHL, Golf and more. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
296-1409. (mcn)

DON’T LET the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the ideal solu-
tion for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access to their 
entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-877-916-2093. (mcn)

DON’T PAY For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Our home warran-
ty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by 
our service and if we can’t fi x it, 
we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that 
fi ts your budget! Call: 1-877-743-
7971(mcn)

MCN
ELIMINATE GUTTER cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off  Entire Purchase. Plus 
10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-577-1268. (mcn)

FREE HIGH-SPEED internet for those 
that qualify. Government program for 
recipients of select programs incl. 
Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assistance, 
WIC, Veterans Pension, Survivor Ben-
efi ts, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet 
service. Bonus off er: Android tablet 
FREE with one-time $20 copay. Free 
shipping & handling. Call Maxsip Tele-
com today! 1-866-443-3789. (mcn)

GET YOUR deduction ahead of the 
year-end! Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and visually 
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost 
vehicle pickup and secure a gener-
ous year-end tax credit. Call Heri-
tage for the Blind Today at 1-855-
977-7030 today! (mcn)

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DO-
NATE IT TO PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. All 50 States. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs help veterans 
fi nd work or start their own business. 
Call 24/7: 844-913-2887. (mcn)

MCN
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t 
Accept the insurance company’s 
fi rst off er. Many injured parties are 
entitled to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 
100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 
1-888-767-0798(mcn)

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call 
today for a FREE QUOTE from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out 
of moving! Speak to a Relocation 
Specialist, call 877-327-0795. 
(mcn)

LOW-COST HEALTH COVERAGE. 
Government subsidies available for 
families earning $111,000 or less a 
year. See if you qualify. Call for your 
free quote! 1-888-772-8454 (mcn)

MAKE A tax-savvy move this hol-
iday season and year-end! Donate 
your car, truck, boat, RV, and more 
to champion our veterans. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup and 
secure a generous year-end tax 
deduction. Call Veteran Car Do-
nations at 1-888-429-2331 today! 
(mcn)

MCN
MANUFACTURED HOMES , (2024,
Vinyl/ Shingled. 2Br start at $39,999).
(16x80) (3Br- 2Ba.) $68,999. (28X64)
(4Br-2Ba) $79,999. Delivered Facto-
ry-Direct, E. Of I-35, North of I-80, to
Minnesota Border. 319-239-1920.
(mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Em-
pire Today® to schedule a FREE in-
home estimate on Carpeting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 844-785-0305 (mcn)

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN’S
SPORT WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling,
Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner, Speedmas-
ter.. Call: 866-314-9742. (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobil-
ity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 844-716-
2411. (mcn)

PREPARE FOR power outages to-
day with a GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 Money Down + Low
Monthly Payment Options. Request
a FREE Quote. Call now before the
next power outage: 1-877-228-5789
(mcn)
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Assistant to Engineer/
Engineering Technician

 to Engineer/Engineering Technician 

$28/

HELP WANTED: 

Application, job description and list of 
 

 
 

BUTLER COUNTY  
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

DUANE & TWILA SMITH FAMILY TRUST
75 Acre Tract – Dayton Township – S16-T93-R16 
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EOE

Call Tim Jensen for an Interview today:
1-800-772-1734

MIDWEST REGIONAL ROUTES
Growth Oppurtunities - Now Hiring

• Some Over Night

• Returning Daily to Cedar Rapids

• Steady Income/100% Paid Benefits

• Company Training

APPLY NOW!
www.jensentransport.com

Find us online 
24/7 at 

www.nhtribune.news

ne 
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BusinessBusiness
  Directory  Directory

LUMBER STORE

Everything You Need
To Build & Remodel.

Family owned & operated with knowledge and
experience on making your vision come to life.

601 Busti Ave, Elma, IA • Ph: 641-393-2385
Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm

Sat 7:30am-12pm

• Home Building Supplies • Custom Design Work
• Agriculture Building Packages �������	��
��
�������	�������
�����������

MEAT LOCKER

Deerfield
Locker, LLC.
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WELDING/STEEL
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Mervin H. Zimmerman
Phone 641-732-6789

• Custom Fabrication & Welding
• Ag Repair

1018 Quail Ave.
Orchard, Iowa 50460

MONUMENTS

HARLES

ITY GRANITE WORKS

1109 S. Grand Avenue • Charles City
Phone: 641-228-2328  Toll Free: 1-888-455-4361

www.kjgems.com

FARM SPECIALITSTS

PAINTING

Interior - Exterior

Free Estimates
“SERViNG NORTHEAST IOWA”

CELL: (563)380-9595

AGRICULTURE & FARMING

Adams • Alden • Blooming Prairie • Brownsdale • Carpenter
Charles City • Conger • Elgin • Emmons • Grafton • Greene (NAPA)

Lansing • Leroy London • Manly • Marble Rock • Northwood
Oakland • Oelwein • Randalia • Rockford • Rose Creek • Rudd

Stacyville • Sumner • Toeterville

Phone: 641-715-1203
Area Locations:

Serving all your
Agronomy, Energy,
Feed & Grain Needs

www.nexus.coop

TRUCKING

Three Generations
One Tradition

Rausch Bros.
Trucking
Ionia, Iowa
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Monday - Friday 
9:00am - 6:00pm

12 Woodbridge Street
Nashua, Iowa 50658
(641) 435-2102

Dr. Alex Anthofer
Chiropractic Physician

CHIROPRACTIC

FINANCIAL HEATING & PLUMBING

Cooperative, Comfortable & Personal Service

Allen Pederson

INSURANCE

Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
Independent agents here for you

Medicare Supplements, PDP Plans,  
Medicare Advantage, Individual Health,  
Long Term Care, Life Ins., COST Plans

brianulrichs@gmail.com
Find us on Facebook - Ulrichs-Cole Insurance
www.ulrichsinsurance.com

122 N. 2nd St.
P.O. Box 611
Greene, IA 50636 Office: 641-816-4276

MISC.

Butler County REC

INTERNET / TV / PHONE

Your Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the WorldYour Connection to the World

Digital TV
• Over 235 of your 
favorite channels, 
including digital 
pause, HD and 

premium channels 
like HBO & Starz.

High Speed 
Internet

• Unlimited, Ultra-fast, 
Ultra-reliable internet 

with speeds up 
to 1 Gbps.

Telephone
• Safe, secure, 

and reliable.  Our 
phone service 

keeps you 
connected with 

those who matter 
to you.

715 Main Street • Plainfield, Iowa

 319-276-4458
www.Butler-Bremer.com

ATTORNEY

641.228.4500
1300 Grove St. PO Box 454

Charles City, IA

541.732.3796
515 State Street

Osage, IA

www.walkprichard.com

Todd Prichard
Mark Walk

William Baresel
Aaron Murphy
Mark E. Huegel

Law • Financial • Tax • Titles

PHYSICAL, OCCUPATIONAL & SPEECH THERAPY

NASHUA THERAPY CLINIC
80 Amhearst Blvd. Suite 300, Nashua, IA

P: 641-435-4476 • F: 641-435-4491
taylorphysicaltherapy.com

Treating Adult and Pediatric Patients!

ELECTRIC

Local Service for Over 50 Years

Stanton Electric
618 N. Sherman, New Hampton, IA 50659

641-394-3068
www.stantonelectricllc.com

Agricultural • Industrial 
Commercial • Residential

Fast, Professional and Courteous Service

Call us for all your electrical needs, no job too big or too small!

INSURANCE
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formerly Peoples Insurance Agency

601 Dawn Ave.
Fredericksburg, IA 50630

563-237-5075

100 Poppe Ln. 
Nashua, IA 50658

641-435-4040
www.cornerstonemgmt.com

ASSISTED LIVING

SPORTING GOODS
WE BUY, SELL & TRADE FOR GUNS!

Firearms • Ammo • Hunting 
Fishing • Camping • Boating 

Knives & Survival Gear

Outdoors & More, Inc.
220 N. Elm St. • Cresco, IA 52136

(563) 547-5071
www.outdoorsandmore.net

Sharpening Services & Concealed 
Carry Classes Available!
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Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Nashua-Plainfi eld’s Trae Geise (above) fl ies through the lane and gets ready to put up a shot while Trent Rodruck 
(below) takes a hook shot during the Huskies game with Riceville on Tuesday evening.

Huskies start 2024 with heartbreak
Riceville rallies to hand Nashua-Plainfield boys crushing defeat in first game of the new year

Bloker continues climb 
up the ranks, earns the 
Huskies’ only medal

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
Of the Reporter

There was nationally ranked Skylar 
Slade of Southeast Polk once again 
dropping the hammer on the competi-
tion in the 155-pound weight bracket. 

There was also the No. 1 vs. No. 2 
ranked battle at 105 pounds between 
Don Bosco’s Erica Irvine and Mason 
City’s Layla Phillips, which Irvine won 
6-0. 

Then there was little, old Nashua-
Plainfi eld with its four girl wrestlers 
taking on elite competition on Tuesday 
at the Osage Invite. 

These Huskies should only get bet-
ter because of it, no matter how many 
bumps and bruises they encounter 
along the way. 

But don’t mistake Reece Reams’ 
Huskies for pushovers, either, because 
his N-P squad is just getting started 
and they’re getting better. 

In their second year of sanctioned 
competition – just like the rest of the 
state of Iowa – the Huskies placed 21st 
overall amongst an absolutely loaded 
fi eld that saw several quality squads 
make the long trek up to Mitchell 
County in northern Iowa to take on the 
state’s best. 

“There’s a lot of good teams here,” 
said Reams, a 2015 N-P grad. 

Cedar Falls, with its bevy of 50-plus 
Tiger grapplers, won the prestigious 
tourney with 201 points. The Rams 
and Slade fi nished runner-up in the 
team standings with 196 points. 
Bettendorf, clear down in southeast 
Iowa in the Quad Cities, rumbled its 
way to a third-place fi nish with 182 
points. The host Green Devils of Osage 
were fourth with 154 points and East 
Buchanan rounded out the top fi ve 
with 129 points. Lewis Central – near 
Omaha in Council Bluff s – had the 
longest drive of the 20-plus teams in 
attendance with a four-hour journey 
up from southwest Iowa. The Titans 
placed sixth with 124 points. 

Quite simply put, this tournament 

at Osage is a mini-state meet and will 
help all wrestlers involved gear up for 
super regionals – which will take place 
on Friday, Jan. 26. 

N-P won’t have to drive far to attend 
that state qualifi er – which will take 
place in Mason City, the Huskies cho-
sen destination in Region 8. 

That’s a meet that Husky sopho-
more Navaeh Bloker has her sights 
set on. 

If Bloker can achieve half the 
heights in her young, but burgeoning 
career out on the mat that her wres-
tling family has achieved – she will 

have accomplished quite a bit. 
Bloker – who placed eighth at 155 

pounds on Tuesday – is 16-10 on the 
year and has placed in almost every 
meet she’s wrestled at this winter. 
That’s a big leap from when she went 
6-9 last year as a freshman in her fi rst 
year of competition. 

Bloker turned in her basketball 
shoes for a wrestling singlet a couple 
years back and she’s hoping to contin-
ue a family lineage of wrestling success 
that is as strong as they come. 

“She has a known family history 
of wrestling,” said Reams. “I always 

call her our hammer because you can 
always expect her to go out and do 
something interesting. She always has 
a surprise.” 

Bloker is the niece of North Butler/
Clarksville’s MaKade Bloker (190), 
who along with Bearcat teammate 
Tanner Arjes (132) are both ranked 
No. 1 in the state at their respective 
weights. Arjes is Navaeh’s cousin. 

“My family’s big into wrestling,” 
said Navaeh Bloker. 

Navaeh has another cousin 

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
Of the Reporter

The Riceville Wildcats can 
play some basketball. 

It’s one of the reasons the 
Iowa Girls High School Athletic 
Union (IGHSAU) has the Iowa 
Star North hoops squad ranked 
as the No. 5 team in Class 1A. 

Sporting a strong junior 
class that saw the Wildcats 
win 22 games in a row last 
year – Riceville (11-0) stayed 
undefeated with a clamp-down 
defensive style and deep lineup 
that ended up being too much 
to handle for Josh Smith’s 
Nashua-Plainfi eld Huskies on 
Tuesday night at home. 

What a game for the Huskies 
to undertake in the fi rst game 
back from Christmas break 
– but that’s why you play the 
contests. 

After Kadence Huck’s steal 
and driving layup to the rim for 
two points to start the night’s 
scoring – Riceville went on 13-0 
run to snare command of the 
non-conference contest. The 
Wildcats kept the pressure up 
en route to a 64-33 victory. 

“They’re legit. If you’re not 
ready to play they’ll come out 
and kick you in the mouth, 
which they did,” said Smith. 

Riceville lost to eventual 
state champ Algona Garrigan in 
the regional fi nals last year and 
feature six juniors out of its top 
seven scorers. 

“They’re deep. I think that’s a 
good place to start,” said Smith. 
“They can rotate a lot of girls in 
there. They don’t seem to skip a 
beat when they have other girls 

in there, either.”
Riceville was led by junior 

guard Jaylyn Beran – who 
scored 16 points. The Wildcats’ 
duo of juniors Kylie Dvorak and 
Samantha Wilberding each net-
ted 15 points apiece. 

Riceville led 30-10 at the 
break. 

“They got a couple really 
good guards that make it really 
tough,” said Smith. “They ran a 
2-2-1 press on us and then they 

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
Of the Reporter

The tension mounted on 
Tuesday night in Nashua. 

Most hoops fan could tell this 
one was gonna go down to the 
wire – and it did. 

Unfortunately for the 
Huskies and head coach Matt 
Mueller – Riceville made more 
plays when it needed to in order 
to pull out the thrilling victory. 

In the fi rst game back from 
Christmas break for both boys 
hoops squads – Gunnar Smith 
hit a leaner near the lane that 
found the bottom of the net 
with 12 seconds left that would 
prove to be the game-winner. 

N-P’s Matthew Malven saw 
his runner in heavy traffi  c down 
low on the other end appear 
to look good, but the rim was 
unkind as the horn sounded and 
Riceville pulled off  the shocker 
in the non-conference tilt by a 
winning margin of 58-57. 

Mueller was left to scratch 
his head on the bang-bang, 
back-and-forth action in the 
fi nal two minutes of the contest. 

N-P sophomore Landon 
Foelske’s steal at mid-court led 
to a layup with 21 seconds left 
to give N-P a one-point advan-

tage, Huskies now up 57-56. 
He was fouled on the play, but 
missed the free throw – which 
Ricevllle rebounded and head-
ed back down the court quickly 
as Smith came through clutch 
for his Wildcats. 

“You know they’re not going 
to walk it up,” said Mueller. “We 
hit that big shot, it’s over with 
we thought. It’s like hey, ‘we got 
this thing.’”

N-P went on a 8-0 run to 
lead 41-33 with 3:48 remaining 
in the third period. Riceville 
would then proceed to go on 
a 11-0 run after Aidan Ebert’s 
3-pointer rang true just 25 ticks 
into the fi nal quarter of play – 
Riceville up 44-41. 

The fast-and-furious action 
would lead to a transition buck-
et by Tucker Franzen that tied 
the score, 49-49, with 5:10 
left. Riceville would lead by as 
much as 55-49 with just a little 
over three minutes remaining. 
Malven’s bucket near the rim 
led to a chance at a convention-
al three-point play with 1:31 left 
up on the scoreboard. Malven 
would miss the free throw and 
to make matters worse, N-P was 
called for a push in a fi ght for 

SEE BOYS HOOPS, 5

Fifth-ranked ’Cats 
too much for N-P
Miscues prove costly for Husky girls in 
a non-league loss to unbeaten Riceville

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Nashua-Plainfi eld’s Jalynn
Pratt (above) drives into 
the lane while teammate 
Ava Kirk (below) chases 
down a loose ball during 
Tuesday night’s game 
against Riceville. 

SEE GIRLS HOOPS, 5

N-P girls fi nds the going tough on Osage mats

Kelly Terpstra/Reporter
Nashua-Plainfi eld’s Eden Lamborn ties up with Cedar Falls’ Chloe Gorby during a fi rst-round match at
Tuesday’s Osage Invitational.

SEE GIRLS WRESTLING, 5

ON TAP FOR OUR 
NASHUA-PLAINFIELD HUSKIES

THURSDAY
Basketball vs. Central Springs, 

JV boys at 5 p.m., 
varsity girls at 6:15 
p.m., varsity boys at 
7:30 p.m.

Boys wrestling 
vs. Osage and St. 
Ansgar at Osage, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY,
Girls wrestling at Central Elkad-

er Invitational, 4:30 p.m.
Basketball vs. West Fork, JV 

boys at 5 p.m., varsity girls at 6:15 
p.m., varsity boys at 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY
Boys wrestling at Tripoli Invita-

tional, 8:30 a.m.
TUESDAY

Basketball vs. Rockford, JV 
boys at 5 p.m., varsity girls at 6:15 
p.m., varsity boys at 7:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, JAN. 11
Basketball at Postville, JV boys 

at 5 p.m., varsity girls at 6:15 
p.m., varsity boys at 7:30 p.m.

Wrestling vs. Central Springs, 
West Hancock and North Butler at 
Manly, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 12
Girls wrestling at Top of Iowa 

Conference tournament, Osage, 
5 p.m.

Basketball at Northwood-Ken-
sett, JV boys at 5 p.m., varsity 
girls at 6:15 p.m., varsity boys at 
7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JAN. 13
Varsity wrestling at Hudson 

Invitational, 9:30 a.m.
MONDAY, JAN. 15

Junioir varsity wrestling at 
Osage tournament, 5 p.m.

TUESDAY, JAN. 16
Basketball vs. Newman, JV 

boys at 5 p.m., varsity girls at 6:15 
p.m., varsity boys at 7:30 p.m.

Boys wrestling vs. Starmont, 
Postville and South Winneshiek at 
Starmont, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 19
Basketball at Central Springs, 

JV boys at 5 p.m., varsity girls at 
6:15 p.m., varsity boys at 7:30.
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Master Gardener home gardening 
series begins Jan. 9

The Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Master Gar-
dener program will again host the Home Gardening Webinar Se-
ries, beginning in January and ending in March. Sessions will take 
place every Tuesday from 6 to 7 p.m., ending March 12.

Designed for anyone who is interested in gardening or horticul-
ture, the series aims to inspire and educate. Throughout the series, 
participants will hear from experts at Iowa State, Cornell University, 
Jung Seed, Seed Savers Exchange, and the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship. The sessions are free and open 
to the public. Attendees can register to join through Zoom or join 
on Facebook Live.

Zoom registration for the series is available at https://go.iastate.
edu/UOOQEJ.

To join the Facebook Live, visit the event listing and RSVP as 
“attending” at https://www.facebook.com/iamastergardeners.

All webinars will be live with question-and-answer at the end. 
Zoom participation is limited to the fi rst 500 attendees. Attendees 
will be directed to Facebook Live if the Zoom room is at capacity. 
Registration cannot be taken over the phone or through email.

For more information, contact Alicia Herzog at 515-294-3627 or 
mgardener@iastate.edu.

Farm couple getaway returns 
to Decorah in February

To help farm families build relationships and set family goals, 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach is offering a “Farm 
Couple Getaway” in February. 

This event is aimed at farmers wanting to take advantage of 
activities to improve farm family communication, work on farm or 

family goal setting, farm transitions or who just would like a week-
end away to discuss farm and family issues.

The getaway will be held Friday and Saturday, Feb. 16-17, at the 
Hotel Winneshiek in Decorah.

The getaway will run from 12:30 p.m. on the fi rst day to 3:15 
p.m. on the second day. There is no cost to attend the program 
as food, lodging and other expenses are being paid for by spon-
sorships. However, there is a $50 per couple deposit to hold each 
reservation, refundable on the second day of the event.

Registration will be on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis with regis-
trations due two weeks prior to the session. Registration brochures 
can be obtained from Jenn Bentley, dairy specialist with ISU Ex-
tension and Outreach, at jbentley@iastate.edu, or at the ISU Ex-
tension and Outreach Winneshiek County offi ce, at 563-382-2949. 
Dairy specialist Larry Tranel is available at tranel@iastate.edu, or 
at the ISU Extension and Outreach Dubuque County offi ce, at 563-
583-6496.
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