
By James Grob
news@nhtrib.com

Dr. Lucas Brinkman at the 
Fredericksburg Family Health Clinic 
wants to make it clear that he has no 
issues with Mercy Medical Center in 
New Hampton, he isn’t going any-
where, and it will be business as usual 
for his patients.

“There is no issue between me and 
Mercy Medical, and there never has 

been,” he said.
In November, 

Mercy Medical 
Center announced 
that Brinkman had 
decided to no longer 
take calls or rounds 
on inpatients at 
Mercy, effective 
Jan. 1, and although 
that is true, the 
announcement perpetuated a lot of 

rumors that simply aren’t true.
“The fact is that I am not leaving 

Mercy,” Brinkman said. “My affilia-
tion with Mercy will be like it has been 
in the past, and patients won’t notice 
a day-to-day difference in how things 
are done, either at Mercy or at my 
clinic in Fredericksburg.”

Due to logistical and family issues, 
Brinkman will be -- and already 
has been -- taking calls and round-
ing inpatients at the Sumner hos-

pital. His wife works in Sumner at 
the high school, the cities of Sumner 
and Fredericksburg have a combined 
school district, and he and his wife 
have three sons, ages eight, six and 
three. The drive from Fredericksburg 
to Sumner is much closer than the 
drive from New Hampton to Sumner.

“It’s a matter of geography,” 
Brinkman said. “That’s all it is. There 
are rumors going around that I’m 
going somewhere, or this place in 

Fredericksburg is closing, or I can’t 
see patients, or if I do see them, they 
can’t go to Mercy, and none of that is 
true.”

In the press release, Mercy did 
say that the Fredericksburg Family 
Health Clinic will continue to work 
closely with Mercy — New Hampton 
to ensure that Dr. Brinkman’s patients 
receive exceptional patient care. 
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Our photography
Some of the favorite pictures 
taken by the newspaper staff 

from 2017 are featured 
Page 7

Ugly sweaters
Workers at area diner get in 
the spirit of the Christmas 

season
Page 5

Online extras
Check out our newest additions to 

our galleries — including  
pictures from all the holiday 

concerts covered by the Tribune.

W E A L T H  M A N A G E M E N T  &  B A N K I N G

BANKSTATE
Visit us online!

www.statebankia.com

Find us on Facebook!Seasons Greetings
from all your friends at State Bank

New Years Hours
All State Bank offices will be CLOSED on Monday, January 1st

Brinkman

Fredericksburg doctor says ‘no issues’ with Mercy
Brinkman not going anywhere, patients won’t notice day-to-day difference in how things are done

As we close in on 2018, we look back at the top 10  
stories of the past year here in Chickasaw County

On a gorgeous sun-drenched July day, thousands of bicyclists make their way through downtown New Hampton as RAGBRAI 
made its way across Chickasaw County and passed through Ionia, New Hampton, Lawler and Protivin.

Voters approve school referendum

School Board members gather with community leaders, district employees and stu-
dents to break ground on New Hampton’s $19.415 million building project in August.

The top story of 2017 actually has began 
almost eight years ago when New Hampton 
School Board members first began 
looking at its facility issues.

And after years of talking, one over-
whelming rejection and more years 
of discussion, the dream became a 
reality the past February when voters in the 
school district approved a $19.415 million ref-
erendum that will lead to the construction of 
a new middle school, competition gymnasium 
and vocational agriculture and industrial tech-

nology center.
The Feb. 7 vote was a stunning turnaround 

from a September 2014 referendum that 
received yes votes from only 42 percent of 
voters.

“I was hopeful, but honestly, to go from 
42 percent to 62 percent in one election, 
that stunned me a little bit,” New Hampton 
Superintendent Jay Jurrens said the day after 
voters approved the building project. “this is 

Chickasaw County re-audit creates firestorm of controversy

County puts out  
welcome mat for 

bicycle enthusiasts
Casey Cohen stood on New Hampton’s 

Main Street on the morning of July 27, and 
the Santa Maria, Calif., man took 
it all in.

As he munched on an ear of sweet 
corn while holding his bike, his face 
broke out in a big smile.

“Iowa has the nicest people in the world,” 
he said, “and honest to God, the nicest might 
be the people today. This is incredible.”

It was that kind of day for Chickasaw 
County as it wowed thousands of RAGBRAI 
bicyclists as the annual ride made its way 
through Ionia, New Hampton, Lawler and 
Protivin.

Put it this way: Chickasaw County made 
quite an impression on a sun-drenched 
Thursday when more than 22,000 visitors 
made their way through the county as they 
pedaled from Charles City to Cresco.

Months of preparation paid off for all four 
See School, 6 See RAGBRAI, 6

The much-talked about re-au-
dit of Chickasaw County finances 
seemed to put people in 
two different camps.

One contained people 
who felt the re-audit that 
was completed by the 
State Auditor’s Office was much 

ado about nothing while the other 
was filled with people who wanted 
the Board of Supervisors to do 
a better job monitoring county 
spending.

The auditor’s report calls into 
question about $1,500 worth of 
questionable expenditures made 

by the county, and also recom-
mended that the county establish 
better procedures for postage 
and landline phone claims, cell 
phone policies, review of employ-
ee timesheets, proper documenta-
tion of vacation payouts, and pop 
machine receipts.

But a number of residents 
pointed out that the $1,500 was 
a minuscule fraction of the more 
than $30 million expended by the 
county during the two-year period 
the audit covered.

See Re-Audit, 6

New Hampton, IALocally Owned and Operated

NortheastIowa eMs, INc.

Wheelchair Van Services Available.

CALL
NOW
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Santa’s sleigh 
pulled over in 
New Hampton
According to Christmas Eve 
report, sheriff’s deputies let 
Kringle off with a warning

By James Grob
news@nhtrib.com

No one is above the law, but when your name 
is Santa Claus, sometimes you get a break.

A Chickasaw County Deputy issued a written 
warning to the jolly old elf early Monday morn-
ing — on Christmas Eve — for speeding.

The complaint, which was made public on 
the Chickasaw County Sheriff’s Facebook Page 
on Monday, indicates that Kris “Santa Claus” 
Kringle of 96930 Arctic Circle, North Pole, 
Alaska, was issued a written warning for speed-
ing at North Chestnut Avenue in New Hampton. 
Kringle was driving his 1917 Red Sleigh cargo 
vehicle at speeds in excess of 200 miles per hour 
— 175 miles per hour over the clearly posted 
speed limit of 25.

The incident happened shortly after midnight 
— 12:28 a.m. — on Christmas Day. Clearly, 
Santa was running a little late this year, and was 
making up for lost time.

Apparently, Chickasaw County Sheriff’s 
Deputies working on Christmas Eve were a little 
starstruck to meet Santa, and in the true spirit of 
Christmas, they were charitable and forgiving, 
despite the severity of his infraction.

“We had the opportunity to meet Santa and 
we even let him off with a written warning,” they 
said in the Facebook post.

The deputies understood that Santa had an 
important job to do, just like they do.

“We understand that he is in a hurry to reach 
everyone on his nice list,” they said.

Mr. Kringle is described in the complaint 
as a white male, with white hair and blue eyes 
— presumably “twinkling” blue eyes. He is 
described as six feet tall and 300 pounds, which 
is certainly chubby and plump — although there 
is nothing in the complaint to indicate whether 
or not his belly shook when he laughed, like a 
bowl full of jelly.

The complaint also did not indicate whether 
Santa had dimples that were merry, cheeks like 
roses, or a nose like a cherry. It can be assumed 
that he had a beard as white as the snow and an 
overall jolly disposition.

Calls to the sheriff’s department for clarifi-
cation on these matters were not returned on 
Wednesday.

Letters to Santa Claus will likely be answered 
next Christmas.

See a copy of the           
complaint against       

Santa on Page 5

See Brinkman, 5
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BECAUSE SAFETY IS KEY,
PLEASE DON’T 

DRINK AND DRIVE!

New Year’s Eve is one of the most 
festive nights of the year. Many people 
spend the final moments of the year 
celebrating with family and friends. As 
joyous as such celebrations tend to be, 
it’s important that New Year’s revelers 
keep certain safety precautions in 
mind when celebrating the end of one 
year and the dawn of the next.

• Arrange for transportation in 
advance. According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
an average of 304 people die in 
drunk-driving crashes in the days 
surrounding Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve each year. Before heading 
out on New Year’s Eve, celebrants 
should ensure their safety by arranging 
for transportation to and from the 
festivities. Choose a designated driver 
to drive throughout the night, or agree 
to utilize a taxi or shuttle service if 
everyone plans to consume alcohol. 
Men and women who volunteer to be 
designated drivers should be especially 
alert on the roadways, preparing 
to drive in potentially inclement 
weather and being on the lookout 
for fellow motorists who might be 

driving erratically. If possible, take 
public transportation to and from the 
festivities so no one is tempted to drive 
after consuming alcohol.

• Pick a meetup spot in case anyone 
gets separated from the group. New 
Year’s Eve celebrations in public places 
such as bars, clubs or town squares 
tend to become crowded as midnight 
draws near. It’s easy for groups of 
friends or family to be separated, so 
choose a meetup spot where everyone 
can gather after the ball drops. Choose 
a spot that’s well lit and easily accessible 
to all, and confirm the location of the 
meetup spot via a group text message 
before heading out for the night.

• Stay sober. Many people feel 
pressured to overindulge with alcohol 
on New Year’s Eve, but men and 
women should be responsible with 
regard to their alcohol consumption. 
Overconsumption of alcohol makes 
it difficult for men and women to 
stay alert, and that loss of alertness 
can be difficult to manage on nights 
as hectic as New Year’s Eve. While 
it’s acceptable for men and women 
of legal drinking age to raise a glass 

of champagne at midnight, 
it’s best to limit alcohol 
consumption throughout 
the festivities so the party is 
memorable for all the right 
reasons.

• Be a responsible host. 
When hosting a New 
Year’s Eve party, hosts 
must prioritize the safety 
of their guests. Make sure 
guests don’t drink too 
much, which can leave 
hosts open to criminal or 
civil action should guests 
leave their home and cause 
an accident. Serve plenty 
of food and nonalcoholic 
beverages so guests who are 
drinking have something 
in their systems other than 
alcohol. Schedule things to 
do throughout the night so 
guests have more to do than 
drink alcohol. In addition, 
make room for potential 
overnight guests should 
someone be incapable of driving 
home at the end of the night. Keep 

contact information for local taxis or 
shuttle services readily available so 
guests know they don’t have to drive 
themselves home.

New Year’s Eve is a festive night, 
but one where safety needs to be as big 
a priority as having a good time.

New Year’s Eve Safety & Driving Tips

A New Year is coming bringing much celebration,
With good friends and good times and free-flowing libation 

--
So party on hearty, but leave driving alone,

Because we want to see you get safely home!

WITH BEST WISHES 
TO EVERYONE FOR A 

SAFE & HAPPY NEW YEAR!

New Hampton Ambulance
641-394-2199

New Hampton Fire Dept.
641-394-4144 Non-Emergency

New Hampton Police Dept.
641-394-3241 Non-Emergency

Nashua Ambulance
641-435-2068

Nashua Fire Dept.
641-435-4453 Non-Emergency

Nashua Police Dept.
641-435-2068 Non-Emergency

Mercy Medical Center - New Hampton
641-394-4121 Non-Emergency

Poison Control
800-222-1222

Chickasaw County 
Sheriff
641-394-3121

Have a Safe
New Year’s!

715 Main St.
Plainfield

319-276-4458

“Where Community Matters”
401 Main St., Nashua, Iowa

641-435-4943

DRINKING 
& DRIVING
CAN CHANGE 
YOUR LIFE IN 
JUST ONE SHOT

If you plan on drinking, plan ahead and choose a  
designated driver or call someone for a ride home.

Party hosts and hostesses are responsible for the safety of guests when 
alcoholic beverages are served.

Don’t risk your life or 
the life of someone else. 

10 North Chestnut Ave., New Hampton, Iowa 50659  •   P.O. Box 517, Nashua, Iowa 50658

641.394.2111   

Your Community. Your Team. Your Media.
TRIBuneNewHampton

ChickasawCounty&

Domestic Violence
800-799-7233

Emergency

911

516 West Milwaukee
New Hampton
641-394-3000

Your Full Service Pharmacy
New Hampton • 641-394-4156

Emergency number: 641-210-1276

Bennett
Pharmacy

Have a Safe and
Happy New Year’s!

Bluetique
a branch of the Blue Iris

15 S. Walnut
641-394-6428

110 W. Main, New Hampton
641-394-4158

www.shopthebluetique.com

(641) 394-4652 Grocery
(641) 394-2288 Meat

New Hampton’s
Most Economical

Food Store

Be Careful &
Have a Happy New Year!

2016 ®

HOMETOWN TV
& APPLIANCE
“Where Service Always Comes First”

Marv Winter
13 West Main • New Hampton • (641) 394-2171

www.hometowntvappliance.com

Have a Safe
New Year’s

S&T Collision 
Center and

S&T Auto Sales
Steve & Tami Sudol

301 Greenwood Ave. 
Nashua 

641-435-4825

HAPPY NEW YEAR

WISHING YOU A YEAR FULL 
OF HAPPY DAYS!

Insurance Associates 
of Lawler

Heritge Mutual & Grinnell Mutual, working 
together to meet your insurance NEEDS!

Contact Agents:
John Cuvelier & Renee Throndson  
402 E. Grove St.• Lawler (563) 238-5131
120 W. Main St.• F’Burg (563) 237-5151

Wishing You a Happy 
& Safe New Year!
FLOYD COUNTY

~MEDICAL CENTER~
NASHUA

109 Woodbridge St. • Nashua, IA
(641) 435-4181

www.FCMC.US.com

421 East Main • New Hampton • 641-394-3014
309 1/2 E. Main • New Hampton

 641-394-2719

Stan, Gail, Leonard, Andy, Robb, Shane, 
Kevin, Cam & Jordan

NEW HAMPTON 
AUTO BODY, TRAILER 

SALES & SERVICE CENTER 

HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!

Be Safe & 
Have a Wonderful 

New Year!
ECKENROD FARMSJim & Julie Eckenrod

New Hampton

NASHUA BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Chiropractic

Gutters&Downspouts

Rosalyn’s Custom Interiors
Blinds • Shades • Drapes • Side Curtains

• Valances • Cornices • Bedspreads
• Kirsch Rods

Hunter Douglas®, Graber®, Kirsch®, Comfortex®, Levolor®

FREE In-Home Consultations
Reinstallation Available
Rosalyn Miller - Ionia

(Est. 1984)
641-394-3984 Please Leave A Message

Interior Decorator

Financial

Chiropractic

Plumbing & Heating

Insurance Electric

Misc.

Don’t rot your rafters, fascia or soffit with
gutter spikes, or compromise your roof

with layover straps.

Call Us - We Do It Different
641-435-2590, Nashua, IA or
Toll Free 1-877-270-1234

“After All... It’s Not Just Gutters, It’s Your Home”

#1 Rated Gutter Guard Covers

Call Us - We Do It Different
641-435-2590, Nashua, IA or
Toll Free 1-877-270-1234

“After All... It’s Not Just Gutters, It’s Your Home”

#1 Rated Gutter Guard Covers
www.brothersguttersia.com

Don’t rot your rafters, fascia or soffit with gutter
spikes, or compromise your roof

with layover straps.

Call Us - We Do It Different
641-435-2590, Nashua, IA or
Toll Free 1-877-270-1234

This Space
Available!

Monday: 2pm - 6pm, Tuesday: 9am - 12pm
Wednesday: 2pm - 6pm, Thursday: 2pm - 7pm

Friday: 9am - 12pm

Monday: 9am-12pm, Tuesday: 2pm-6pm
Wednesday: 9am-12pm, Thursday: Closed

Friday: 2pm-5pm

109 S. Main Street
Clarksville, Iowa
319-278-1100

12 Woodbridge Street
Nashua, Iowa 50658
(641) 435-2102

Dr. Alex Anthofer
Chiropractic Physician

Dr. Alex Anthofer
Chiropractic Physician

Johnson Electric
We will electrify you!

Jerry Johnson
Owner/Master Electrician
Over 25 years experience
Bonded and Insured
Nashua, Iowa
641-435-2222
515-368-3340
Jerry@johnson-electric.net
www.johnson-electric.net

LLC
Eric Hoy, Owner
P.O. Box 51, Ionia, IA

Office 641.394.2099
Cell 641.330.5096

• Industrial
• Automation

• Commercial
• Agricultural
• Residential

Electric

104 Bradford Parkway • Nashua

Health

641-435-4181 • www.fcmc.us.com
109 Woodbridge St., Nashua

David Schweizer, MD
Joanne Starr, ARNP

New Patients Welcome

NASHUA AREA
MEDICAL CENTER

Trust in Tomorrow.

12 Woodbridge Street • Nashua, IA
(641) 435-2102

Dr. Alex Anthofer Chiropractic Physician

109 S. Main Street • Clarksville, IA
319-278-1100

Dr. Alex Anthofer Chiropractic Physician

Happy New Year!
Barb Boeding, DDS, PC
Kara Speltz, DDS, PC
Sara Wernimont, DDS

FAMILY DENTISTRY
321 E. Main St.

New Hampton • 641-394-3016
Call Today!
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Online Poll
This week we’re asking 

residents what New Year’s 
resolution they’ll make for 
2018.

Vote today online at 
nhtrib.com.

Almanac
	 H	 L	 P
Monday	 14	 -5	 --
Tuesday	 3	 -9	 --
Wednesday	 3	 -13	 --

Forecast
Friday: Chance of snow, 

then snow likely, mainly 
after noon, 1 to 2 inches 
possible, with a high of 7 
degrees and a low of mi-
nus 9.

Saturday:  Cold with a 
high of minus 4 and a low 
of minus 12.

Sunday: Cold, minus 2 
and minus 14.

Monday: Cold, with a 
high of minus 1.

Meetings
TUESDAY

• Chickasaw County 
Board of Supervisors, 9  
a.m., Courthouse.

• New Hampton City 
Council, 7 p.m., City Hall.

History
• In 1845, six months 

after the congress of the 
Republic of Texas accepts 
U.S. annexation of the 
territory, Texas is admitted 
into the United States as 
the 28th state.

• In 1876, bridge in 
Ashtabula, Ohio, collaps-
es on this day in 1876, 
causing a train to fall into 
a gorge, killing 80 passen-
gers.

• In 1890, in the final 
chapter of America’s long 
Indian wars, the U.S. 
Cavalry kills 146 Sioux 
at Wounded Knee on the 
Pine Ridge reservation in 
South Dakota.

• In 1940, London 
suffers its most devastat-
ing air raid of the Battle 
of Britain when Germans 
firebomb the city.

Birthdays
• Andrew Johnson, 

the 17th president of the 
United States, was born 
in 1806.

• The late TV star Mary 
Tyler Moore was born in 
1936.

• TV actor Ted Danson 
turns 70.

• Film actor Jon Voight 
turns 81.

Corrections

Next Trib

• The Tribune wants to 
make sure all information 
it presents is accurate and 
correct.

If you see an error, 
please call Editor Bob 
Fenske or Assistant Editor 
James Grob at 641-394-
2111.

• Sports Editor Dorothy 
Huber will look back at 
another successful Lions 
Club youth wrestling tour-
nament.

Renee Hettler Rucker, 
90, of Gladys passed away 
Saturday, December 23, 2017 
at Lynchburg General Hospital.  
She was the wife of the late 
James Mason Rucker.

Mrs. Rucker was born in 
New Hampton January 17, 
1927, daughter of the late 
Henry Leo Hettler and Emma 
Jane Clausen Hettler.  She was 
a member of Sharon United 
Methodist Church and a former 
employee of G. E. Financial.  
Renee was one of the regulars 
at Monument Terrace for many 
years.

She is survived by four 
daughters, Sharon R. Gibson of 
Bel Air, Md., Linda R. Slivkoff 
of Eaton, Ohio, Kimbra R. 
Massaker (George), Callie 
Mason Rucker, all of Baltimore, 

Md.; two grandchildren, 
Kristina Massaker, Michael G. 
Gibson; three great-grandchil-
dren, Tyler G. Gibson, Mandy 

Malone Gibson, Zachary 
Tackett; one sister Rita Joost 
of Jacksonville, Fla.  She was 
preceded in death by two sis-
ters, Margaret Hettler, and 
Hetty Dick.

A memorial service will be 
conducted at 1 p.m. Saturday, 
January 13, 2018, at Sharon 
United Methodist Church by 
the Rev. Dick Daly.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Gleaning for the 
World and the Samaritan’s 
Purse.

Henderson Funeral Home 
and Cremation Service, 
Brookneal is assisting the fam-
ily.

Condolences may be sent by 
visiting www.hendersonfuner-
al.net.

Bruce J. Sheehy age 65 of Mesa, AZ, died Saturday, December 
23, 2017, in Arizona.  

Arrangements are pending at Hugeback-Johnson Funeral 
Home in New Hampton.  Online condolences for Bruce’s family 
may be left at hugebackfuneralhome.com. 

Renee Hettler Rucker, 90Bruce J. Sheehy, 65

Renee Rucker

Klunder’s Kafe
929 W. Milwaukee, New Hampton • 641-394-4973

Holiday Hours:
Dec. 24: Closing at 2 p.m.

Dec. 25: Closed
Dec. 31: Closing at 2 p.m.

Jan. 1: Closed

Friday, Jan. 2 - Jan. 8
“The Tale of Despereaux”

(G) 1 hour 27 minutes
Show Times:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  at 7 P.M. 
Wednesday at 7 P.M. & 9:30 P.M.

Friday at 7 P.M. & 9:30 P.M.  Saturday at
1, 4, 7 & 9:30 P.M.  Sunday  at 1, 4 & 7 P.M.

The Sumner 
Sunset Theatre

The Sumner 
Sunset Theatre

Hwy. 93, Sumner, Iowa
563-578-5307

sumnertheatre.com

SHOW TIMES:
Monday, Tues. & Thurs. 7 P.M.

Wednesday 7 P.M.
Friday at  7 P.M. & 9:30 P.M.

Saturday at 1, 4, 7 & 9:30 P.M. 
Sunday at 1, 4 & 7 P.M.

December 29- Jan 4
“Bad Moms 
Christmas”

1 hour 44 min  - R

I want to thank 
everyone for the 

cards, flowers & gifts 
received for my 95th 

birthday. Special 
thanks to my family 

for the party.

Delores Weigel

The family of Madonna Flick want to thank the community
for the great support we have received during her struggle

with cancer.  

We are grateful to Dr. John Epperly & the nursing staff at 
New Hampton Hospital for the outstanding care she received. 

We want to thank Sister Vicky, Fr. Dellaert, Fr. Carl,
Fr. Mark, Fr. Kyle & Karen Bonfig for their prayers, 

comforting words & well wishes. Special thanks to Hospice & 
the Home Health Care, Conway-Markham Funeral Home, the North 

Washington Men’s Choir & the women of the parish for the great lunch.

We want to thank everyone for the flowers, gifts, food & support 
the family received. All donations received will be sent to 

St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Thank You

THANK YOU!

2018 to ring in with 
bitter cold temps

By James Grob
news@nhtrib.com

The year 2017 is going out 
cold — bitterly cold. Bundle 
up and stay inside if you can. 
New Hampton residents will 
be lucky to see 0 degrees this 
weekend.

Evening wind chills could 
reach 40 degrees below zero 
throughout the New Year’s 
Weekend, and the National 
Weather Service has issued a 
Hazardous Weather Outlook.

The arctic snap began 
earlier this week, when the 
National Weather Service 
sent out an advisory Tuesday, 
into Wednesday, for much of 
northeast Iowa and southeast 
Minnesota, as well as portions 
of Illinois and Wisconsin.

Those cold conditions will 
intensify this weekend. Wind 
chills from 15 to 35 below are 
expected from Friday night 
through Monday morning.

Lows overnight Tuesday 
night were about minus 13 
degrees in the area, with a high 
Wednesday of six degrees and 
a low Wednesday night of one 
degree.

Bitterly cold wind chills 
ranging from minus 20 to 
minus 30 degrees were blasted 
the area Wednesday morning, 
potentially causing frostbite 
to exposed skin in as little as 

30 minutes. A wind chill advi-
sory means that cold air and 
wind will combine to create 
dangerously low temperatures. 
Frostbite and hypothermia can 
occur if precautions are not 
taken, including wearing hats 
and gloves when outside.

The area also saw about an 
inch of snow Wednesday night, 
into Thursday morning, and on 
Thursday, it warmed up to a 
“balmy” 12 degrees, and much 
of the area saw some more 
snow.

There is a chance of more 
snow in the area Friday and 
Friday night, with tempera-
tures expected to reach 10 
below zero in the evening. On 
Saturday, the high temperature 
isn’t likely to reach zero, with 
winds at 10-15 miles per hour, 
which will put the wind chill 
levels dangerously low once 
again.

The low Saturday night is 
expected to be about 11 degrees 
below zero, and the low Sunday 
night is predicted to be 12 
degrees below zero. Wind chills 
could reach 40 below in some 
areas.

If the forecast holds, we’ll 
ring in the New Year on Monday 
at zero degrees, although 
Tuesday’s weather might give 
us a little break, with a daytime 
high of eight degrees.

National Weather Service issues Hazardous 
Weather Outlook for New Year’s Weekend

Bundle Up!

Dorothy Huber/Tribune
Those without fur had to bundle up, and will have to continue to do do for the near 
future as temperatures are hovering near or below zero this week.

Snowy owls finding 
home on Iowa tundra

From Iowa State University Extension and Outreach

Despite what can feel like Arctic weather sweeping into Iowa 
during the winter, the state still finds itself a long way from the 
Arctic tundra. So it would be surprising to find Arctic tundra 
wildlife soaring over Iowa’s picked corn fields or perching on the 
state’s telephone poles. But this winter seems to be an exception 
to that rule, because since early November reports of an iconic 
tundra-dwelling bird, the snowy owl, have been pouring in from 
all corners of the state.

Wildlife biologists call the phenomenon a “winter irruption,” 
and it has already yielded numerous sightings of this all-white, 
vulture-sized owl in Iowa this winter. The recipe for predicting 
when a winter irruption will occur is not well understood, accord-
ing to Stephen Dinsmore, professor of natural resource ecology 
and management at Iowa State University. But there are a few 
consistencies in years with more sightings of snowy owls south of 
their typical range.

“In years with high lemming populations, breeding pairs of 
snowy owls can sense the increased food supply and quickly make 
the most of long Arctic days, laying clutches of sometimes more 
than 10 eggs and successfully raising their young on diets full of 
lemmings,” said Dinsmore. “In years when most of those young 
survive, conditions are prime for southward irruption. There 
become too many mouths to feed in the tundra and young owls 
are forced south to find food in less familiar landscapes like Iowa.”

Populations of the small, field mouse-like lemmings on the 
Arctic tundra are cyclical and they become abundant every few 
years before crashing as they literally eat themselves out of food. 
These regular cycles coincide with what typically produces snowy 
owl irruptions, although the magnitude of an irruption can vary.

Another reason this year is shaping up to be a banner year for 
snowy owl sightings in Iowa is that many parts of the state have 
had no snow, making it easy to spot a large, white owl.

“Snowy owls, like many northern species, are almost complete-
ly white to help them blend in among their typically snow-covered 
environments,” said Adam Janke, assistant professor and wildlife 
extension specialist at Iowa State. “Being a white bird on an other-
wise brown, gray or black landscape makes hiding a lot harder. So 
we can be driving along at 55 miles per hour and still spot a snowy 
owl in a field without snow.”

That additional conspicuousness, coupled with this year’s high 
numbers, could make the 2017-18 winter one for the record books.

“In a normal winter there are 5-10 snowy owl sightings in 
Iowa,” said Dinsmore. “In an irruption year, however, there can be 
a 10-fold or more increase in numbers, similar to the more than 
150 sightings during the winter of 2011-12.”

ISU Extension to offer radon class
The ISU Extension Chickasaw County Office is offering resi-

dents a free radon testing kits as part of a class it will offer next 
month.

“Protect Your Family’s Health – Radon: A Silent Threat in 
Iowa” will be held at the Chickasaw Extension Office on Tues-
day, Jan. 23, beginning at 6:30 pm. Cost is $10 which includes 
a free radon testing kit for those who RSVP by January 16.  

RSVP’s will be accepted until Jan. 22.
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Immanuel Lutheran
(Crane Creek) - Rural Lawler

P.O. Box 128, Alta Vista, IA 50603
Student Pastor: Sue Cira

Sunday Worship: 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

You are Invited!

The sponsors of this page do so with pride in our community

We all sometimes hold on to anger and bitterness for too long. There is 
something in us which wants to savor the bitterness of real or imagined 
wrongs which have been done to us. We obsessively return in our mind 

to what the person said or did, like touching the sore of a wound. But just as your 
mother reminded you to stop picking your scabs, we would do well to let go of anger 
and bitterness. In the book Flourish the psychologist Martin Seligman reports that 
“Holding on to anger and bitterness maintains depression and undermineswell-
being.” Besides being the Christian thing to do, and a reflection of God’s forgiveness, 
forgiving others allows us to move on with our lives. It’s always better to forget 
the wrongs done to us in the past and move forward with plans for a better future. 
Some people are blessed with the ability to almost immediately let things go, while 
others are cursed with a long memory for grievances. So even if you cannot manage 
to forget the wrong done to you, you might still find it in your power to forgive. 
– Christopher Simon

Getting Rid of Anger 
& Bitterness

new hampton
Holy Family Catholic 

Church
Father Brian Dellaert

Holy Family
202 N. Broadway

Pastoral Office
313 W. Court

New Hampton, IA 50659
Phone: 641-394-2105

Mass/Eucharistic Liturgy
Saturday: 4 p.m.
Sunday: 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. Mass

Congregational United 
Church of Christ
Pastor Paul Pickar

4 E. Court St. New Hampton
Office Phone: 641-394-2247

Email:
nhiucc@iowatelecom.net	
Sunday, Dec. 31: 9:20 a.m. 

Sunday School; 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service

Sunday, Jan. 7: 9:20 a.m. 
Sunday School; 10:30 a.m. 
Worship Service; 12:00 p.m. 
Farewll Potluck honoring Pastor 
Paul & Janet

Prairie Lakes Church
Ph: 641.456.6880

Chickasaw Event Center
Office:  18 East Main Street, 

Suite 2, New Hampton
Pastor Cory Orr

Email: cory.orr@ prairielake-
schurch.org

www.prairielakeschurch.org	
Sundays at 10 a.m.

nashua

St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church

Father Gary Mayer, Pastor
641-435-2070

	 First and Third Saturday: 6:30 p.m.
Reconciliation following

United Methodist Church
314 Brasher St.

Rev. John Tunnicliff
641-435-4433 office 

	 Sunday: 9:00 a.m. Worship; 10:15 
a.m. Sunday School

alta vista

St. Bernard’s Catholic Church
Alta Vista 

Rev. Mark Murphy

Saturday, Dec. 30: 5 p.m. Mass
Saturday, Jan. 6: 5 p.m. Mass

lourdes
Our Lady of Lourdes 

Catholic Church
Rev. Mark Murphy

Saturday, Dec. 30: 7 p.m. Mass
Saturday, Jan. 6: 7 p.m. Mass

ionia

St. Boniface Catholic Church
Father Brian Dellaert

Saturday, Jan. 6: 6 p.m. Mass

Republic Community Church
1794 280th St.

Rev. John Tunnicliff
641-435-4433 office 

	 Worship: 10:30 a.m.

elma
Elma United Methodist 

Church
Pastor Raelonna Patrick
Worship: 10:30 a.m. Mass

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church
Rev. Mark Murphy

Sunday, Dec. 31: 7:30 a.m. Mass
Sunday, Jan. 7: 7:30 a.m. Mass

St. Peter Lutheran Church
Rev. Daird Korth

Handicap Accessible
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship Service
First Thursday: 1:30 p.m. 

LWML Meeting	

fredericksburg

St. Paul Lutheran Church
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)

Pastor Ronnie L. Koch
563-237-5759

Janiece Kramer, Daycare Director 
563-237-6117

	 Sunday Divine Service: 9 a.m.
	 Sunday School: 10 a.m.
	 Sunday Worship: 9 a.m.

United Methodist Church
Rev. Michael Christie
Phone: 563-237-5347

	Sunday morning worship at 
10:30 a.m.

Hillcrest Baptist and 
Brethren Church
Phone: 563-237-5772

Parsonage Phone: 563-237-5954
	Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School; 

10 a.m. Church Service
	 Wednesday: 9:15 a.m. Bible 

Study

St. Paul’s United 
Church of Christ

Supply Pastor Rev. Robert Treichel
Church: 563-237-5743

 Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship

sumner

Assumption Church
Father Kyle Digmann

563-569-8259
Sunday, Jan. 7: 10:30 a.m Mass

little turkey

Immaculate Conception
North Washington

Father Brian Dellaert
Saturday, Dec. 30: 6 p.m. Mass

Zion Lutheran Church
200 South White Avenue
Alta Vista, IA 50603-0128 
Student Pastor: Sue Cira

Worship 8 a.m.
You are Invited!

north washington

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Catholic Church
Father Kyle Digmann

563-569-8259 - Rectory
Saturday, Dec. 30: 8:30  a.m. Mass

lawler

Ionia United Church of Christ
Pastor Paul Pickar

Church Office: 641-394-2247
Email: nhiucc@iowatelecom.net
Sunday, Dec. 31: 8:30 a.m. Worship 

Services
Sunday, Jan. 7: 8:30 a.m. Worship 

Services; 12:00 p.m. Farewll Potluck 
honoring Pastor Paul & Janet in New 
HamptonHarvest Church

Pastor Doug Harvey
481 S. Linn Ave.

New Hampton, IA
641.394.4380

Email:office@harvestcares.com
www.HarvestCares.com

www.facebook.com/HarvestNH
Sundays: Sunday School for 

all ages - 9:15 a.m.; Worship - 
10:30 a.m.; Revive Youth Group 
(7th - 12th grade) - 6:00 - 8:00 
p.m. (games start at 5:30 p.m.) 
Contacts: Nate or Kristi 563-569-
8637

Tuesdays: Women’s Bible 
Study 7:00 p.m.; Location: 
Pinicon

Thursdays: Men’s Bible Study 
- 6:30 a.m. at Klunder’s Kafe

Contact: Pastor Doug 217-
433-5773

United Methodist Church
Ministry Team

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship

frederika

The Little Brown Church
2730 Cheyenne Avenue

(2 miles east on Highway 346)
641-435-2027

Pastor John Granchie
Sundays: 10:30 a.m. Worship

Peace United Church of Christ 
Interim Pastor James Reid

Church: 563-237-5743	
Sunday School at 9am

 Worship at 10am

Redeemer Lutheran 
Church (ELS)

611 W. Court St., New Hampton
Vacancy Pastor Peter Faugstad

pastorfaugstad@gmail.com
Phone: 641-394-2296

www.redeemertrinity.com	
Saturdays: 4 p.m. Divine Service
Tuesdays: Office hours in 

afternoon

Trinity Lutheran Church
223 South Water

Pastor Kevin Frey
Ph. 641-394-2552

Saturday, December 30: No 
service 

Sunday, December 31: 9:00 am 
Worship Service - Hymn Sing

Monday, January 1 - Office 
closed 

Wednesday, January 3: 8:30 am 
Quilting; 5:00-5:50 pm No Meal; 
6:00-6:30 pm No Contemporary 
Service; 6:40-7:30 pm No LIGHT/
Confirmation class

Thursday, January 4: 9:30 am 
Bible Study

St. Luke’s Catholic Church 
Father Kyle Digmann

563-569-8259	
Sunday, Dec 31: 10:30 a.m. Mass

st. lucas

St. John Lutheran Church
Rev. Wayne Ellingson and 

Irmgard Ellingson, M.A., Pastors

Sunday, Dec. 31: 9:00 a.m. One 
Service at St. Peter’s - No Sunday 
School

Wednesday, Jan. 3: 9:00 a.m. 
FHC Circle; 7:30 p.m. Sarah Circle

Sunday, Jan 7: The Celebration 
of the Epiphany; 10:30 a.m. St. John 
Worship w/ Holy Communion; Mtg. 
& Potluck; No Sunday School

stapleton

St. Peter Lutheran Church
Rev. Wayne Ellingson and 

Irmgard Ellingson, M.A., Pastors

Sunday, Dec. 31: 9:00 a.m. One 
Service at St. Peter’s - No Sunday 
School

Wednesday, Jan. 3: 9:00 a.m. 
FHC Circle; 6:30 p.m. Conf. at St. 
Peter’s; 7:30 p.m. Sarah Circle

Sunday, Jan 7: The Celebration 
of the Epiphany; 8:00 a.m. St. Peter 
Worship w/ Holy Communion; No 
Sunday School

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Father Kyle Digmann

563-569-8259
Saturday, Jan 6: 4 p.m. Mass

waucoma Charles City Calvary 
Baptist 

700 Milwaukee • Pastor Robbins
	 Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School; 
10:30 a.m. Preaching Service

Cross Ev. Lutheran Church 
(ELS) 

312 1st Ave., Pastor Daniel Larson
Church - 641-715-1095

facebook: crosslutheranchurchwels
Sunday: 9:45 a.m. Bible Study; 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service

New Hope Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod 

We’ve moved-607 North Main Street, 
Charles City, IA 50616

Pastor Christopher Gorshe
Ph:  641.832.1766

	
Sunday, Dec. 31st: 8 a.m. 

Worship; 9 am Fellowship
Saturday, Jan. 6th: 7:30 a.m. 

Men’s Bible Study

charles city

Jerico Lutheran Church (ELS)
2512 120th St., New Hampton

Pastor Peter Faugstad
Phone: 563-569-8602

saudejerico.com

Sunday, December 31: 9:00 a.m.  
New Year’s Eve Service

Jerico

Saude Lutheran Church (ELS)
2949 Stevens Trail, Lawler

Pastor Peter Faugstad
Phone: 563-569-8602

saudejerico.com

Sunday, December 31: 10:30 a.m.  
New Year’s Eve Service

Saude

HUBER AUTO PARTS
115 West Spring St.

(641) 394-2010
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  M-F
7:00 a.m. - 4:59 p.m.  Sat.

VERN LAURES
Chevrolet - Buick

Dodge - Chrysler - Jeep

HOLSCHLAG
BIN SALES

4 1/2 Miles South of New Hampton
For All Your Grain Handling Equip. Needs

641-394-3057

AMERICAN HEARTLAND
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

PO BOX 246
308 E. Grove St.. Lawler, IA 52154

PHONE: 563-238-2431
TOLL FREE: 800-672-7702

Your Community. Your Team. Your Media.
TRIBuneNewHampton

ChickasawCounty

641-394-2111 • www.nhtrib.com

STANTON ELECTRIC

641-394-3068

807 Canty Ave. - New Hampton, IA 50659

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial

Aerial Trucks & Trenchers
Fault Finding Equipment
Underground Wire Locating

STANTON ELECTRIC

641-394-3068

807 Canty Ave. - New Hampton, IA 50659

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial

Aerial Trucks & Trenchers
Fault Finding Equipment
Underground Wire Locating

STANTON ELECTRIC

641-394-3068

807 Canty Ave. - New Hampton, IA 50659

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial

Aerial Trucks & Trenchers
Fault Finding Equipment
Underground Wire Locating

618 North Sherman - New Hampton, IA 50659

Eckenrod Farms
Jim & Julie Eckenrod

Featuring Low, Low prices, Every Day

•  Farm Fresh Produce •
•  Friendly Customer Service •

•  Meat specialist available every day •

Monday thru Saturday 8 AM - 9 PM Closed Sunday
394-4652  •  394-2288

St. John Nepomucene
Father Kyle Digmann

563-569-8259
Sunday, Jan. 7: 8:30 a.m. Mass;  

Fort Atkinson

Holy Trinity
Father Kyle Digmann

563-569-8250
Sunday, Dec. 31: 8:30 a.m. Mass

Protivin

NEW HAMPTON
RED POWER
(641) 394-3178 www.redpowerteam.com

After Hour Emergencies 641-330-1048

Electric
New Hampton

641-394-2187

207 East 
Main Street
New 
Hampton, 
IA 50659

• Farm • Business • Health • Auto • Home
641-394-2121 (Phone) • 641-394-2122 (Fax)

www.cioia.com

richfield

pleasant valley
First United Church of Christ

31015 150th St. • Clarksville
Rev. Peter Wenzel, Minister

	 Sunday, Dec. 31: 10:00 a.m.

First United Methodist 
Church

Pastor Candraeah Carey
201 North Locust

Phone: 641-394-2893
www.firstumcnewhampton.com

Sunday, December 31: 9:00 
a.m.    Worship
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January 19, 20 & 21
Floyd County Youth Enrichment Center

Charles City Fairgrounds
Friday, 4 p.m. - 9 p.m. • Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Guns ~ New & Used ~ Large Selection of Ammunition

With a good shoWing We can make this an annual event!open to the Public admission $6.00

Visit us at marvkrausepromotions.net or call 563-608-4401 for more information.

GUN SHOW
116 S. Main St. • Protivin, IA

(563) 569-8395

Specials: Shrimp, Chicken Alfredo Pasta & Prime Rib!
DJ Blackout & Karaoke • 9 am - 1 am 

New Year’s Day! Come and Watch Your Favorite Game! 
Pizza & Wings Available All Day

Come Join us for 
new Year’s eve!

308 N. Maple Ave. • 641-394-4121
www.mercynewhampton.com

It’s A Girl!
Aubrey Marie

Groth

Born December 18, 2017 at 5:38 p.m.
Weight: 7 lbs. 10.9 oz. • Length: 21”
Parents: Jake & Heather Groth
Hometown: New Hampton
Siblings: Mariah (16), Mallory (14) and Camren (12)
Grandparents: Gary & Nancy McIntyre, Hawkeye; 
Chuck & Dawn Groth, Decorah
Delivery Team: Dr. Shea Epperly &  
               Dr. Paul McQuillen

308 N. Maple Ave. • 641-394-4121
www.mercynewhampton.com

It’s A Boy!
Avery Josiah
Oberholtzer

Born December 21, 2017 at 1:39 p.m.
Weight: 8 lbs. 5 oz. • Length: 20”
Parents: Derlyn & Lucinda Oberholtzer
Hometown: Floyd
Siblings: Makensie (4) & Skyler (2)
Grandparents: Ervin & Earla Oberholtzer, Lititz, 
PA and Levi & Lorraine Burkholder, Orchard
Delivery Team: Dr. Heather Harms &  
               Dr. Jack Kline

308 N. Maple Ave. • 641-394-4121
www.mercynewhampton.com

It’s A Girl!
Olivia Grace
Wiegmann

Born December 15, 2017 at 3:47 p.m.
Weight: 7 lbs. 12.8 oz. • Length: 21”
Parents: Coy & Dani Wiegmann
Hometown: New Hampton
Grandparents: Jon & Dawn Wiegmann, 
Parkersburg; Jane Goodwin, New Hampton; Rich 
Goodwin; Dike
Delivery Team: Dr. Shea Epperly &  
               Dr. Nathan Harms

In the spirit
Workers at Klunder’s Kafe took their holiday ugly sweater day seriously. From 
left, Pam Nolt, Arely Camarillo, Amy Boos, Jimmy Klunder, Anna Zwanziger, Kathy 
Anderson and Maria Esparza get together for a group photo prior to the arrival of their 
lunch crowd.

Dorothy Huber/Tribune

“The partnership with Mercy 
New Hampton will remain 
strong for outpatient services 
and my patients will be able to 
receive inpatient care there as 
well,” said Brinkman.

Brinkman said that he would 
still order lab and radiology 
tests at Mercy.

“Anything that needs to be 
done,” he said. “I’ll still work 
there. I’ll still work in emer-
gency from time to time, and 
really, unless you’re admitted 
to the hospital, you won’t see 
any change at all.”

Brinkman, original-
ly from Ida Grove, came to 
Fredericksburg Family Health 
Clinic in 2009, and was on 

rotation for Mercy’s on-call 
schedule for that entire time.

Drs. Joseph and Mary  
Sharon Peraud began to 
provide care for patients in 
Fredericksburg in 1976, estab-
lishing a close working relation-
ship with the Fredericksburg 
Family Health Clinic and 
Mercy Medical Center.

Brinkman: From 1

Brinkman’s partnership with Mercy will remain strong

Santa’s Warning

Photo from Chickasaw County Sheriff’s Facebook Page
A copy of the traffic complaint against Kris Santa Claus Kringle was posted on the 
Chickasaw County Sheriff’s Facebook Page on Christmas. Santa was apparently trav-
eling 175 miles per hour over the speed limit, but deputies let him off with a warning. 
See the full story on Page 1.

Iowa Department of Agriculture 
provides 2017 ‘Ag in Review’
Year featured surprising yields, ongoing challenges

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship highlighted some of the top 
ag issues in Iowa in 2017 this week

“While the challenging economic conditions 
on the farm continued in 2017, I was extremely 
encouraged to continue to see farmers experi-
menting and investing in water quality efforts 
on their farm. We continue to see Iowans on 
the farm and in our communities taking on 
the challenge of improving water quality. It is 
encouraging to see growth by farmers in both 
infield practices, such as cover crops and no-till, 
but also edge of field practices, like wetlands and 
bioreactors, as we work to address this import-
ant issue,” said Bill Northey, Iowa Secretary of 
Agriculture.

“In many cases Iowa farmers saw surprisingly 
good yields this year, but with that strong supply 
we continue to see low prices. That highlights 
again how important it is we continue to build 
demand for our ag products, both domestically 
and internationally.   As strong livestock indus-
try, expanding use of renewable fuels and pro-
moting international trade are all vitally import-
ant,” said Mike Naig, Iowa Deputy Secretary of 
Agriculture.

 Weather Challenges, Surprising Yields
In general, Iowa farmers had pretty good 

yields despite some weather challenges. Parts 
of the state were in abnormally dry or drought 
conditions for significant parts of the growing 
season, with south central and southeast Iowa 
being the hardest hit areas.

Despite the weather challenges, Iowa corn 
production is forecast at 2.54 billion bush-
els according to the latest USDA, National 
Agricultural Statistics Service Crop Production 
report. This would be second largest Iowa crop 
on record, only beaten by last year’s record of 
2.74 billion bushels. The statewide average yield 
is expected to be 197 bushels per acre.

Soybean production is forecast at 557 million 
bushels for Iowa, which would be the second 
largest crop on record. The statewide yield fore-
cast is 56 bushels per acre.

Low crop prices over the past few years has 
made it a challenging time on the farm econom-
ically as in many cases current prices are below 
the cost of production for farmers.   Average 
statewide corn prices continued to fall and the 
statewide average for November was $2.9985, 
which is down from $3.008 last November.  
Statewide average soybean prices for November 
were $9.0412, which is down from $9.25 last 
year.

While still a challenging year economically 
for Iowa livestock farmers, they have seen some 
better prices and lower feed costs.  Cattle prices 
were at $109 per hundred weight in October, 
up from $101 per hundred weight last year.   
Hog prices were at $47.30 in October, up from 
$41.70 last year.

Iowa egg production in October 2017 was 
1.33 billion eggs, up 4 percent from last month, 
and up 3 percent from last year, according to 
the latest Chickens and Eggs report from the 
USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service. 
The average number of all layers on hand during 
October 2017 was 55.5 million, up 3 percent 
from last year.  Egg prices have recovered some 
from last year and were at $.68 per dozen in 
October, up from just $.21 per dozen last year.

There were also 12.1 million turkeys raised in 
Iowa in 2017.   Iowa currently ranks 7th  in US 
turkey production. Tyson Foods in Storm Lake 
and West Liberty Foods in West Liberty pro-
cess 15.5 million turkeys annually. Subway and 
Jimmy John’s both serve Iowa turkey, but you 
can also find it in your grocery store via Jimmy 
Dean and private label sliced turkey.

Milk production in Iowa during October 2017 
totaled 437 million pounds, up 4 percent from 
the previous October. Iowa was home to 219,000 
milk cows in October, which is 4,000 more than 
last year. Monthly production per cow averaged 
1,995 pounds, up 40 pounds from last October. 
The October all milk price of $17.90 per cwt is 10 
cents higher than September and $1.20 higher 
than October 2016.

Reminder: The Tribune office will be 
closed Monday! 

Have a safe and happy New Year!
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Looking back at the year’s top stories

Workers from Baker Excavating conduct pre-site preparation work near New Hampton High School this past fall 
at what will be the site of New Hampton’s new middle school, competition gym and industrial technology and 
vocational agriculture center.

Construction on new school to begin in early in 2018
a big day for our school, for New Hampton 
and our area.”

The passage of the referen-
dum kicked off a busy year that 
saw school officials and its own-
er’s representative, Facilities 
Cost Management Group, work to sell 
the first $10 million in bonds to finance 
the project, design the new facilities and 
award bids to contractors.

When voters approved the project, the 

hope was that bids would be awarded 
sometime during the summer, but it took 
longer than expected to design the build-
ing and the school did not award bids to 
Cresco Building Service, Young Plumbing 
and Heating of Waterloo and Shammel 
Electric of Austin, Minn, until the last 
week of November.

The timing of the bids probably proved 
to be fortuitous; instead of bidding during 
the project during the height of the con-
struction season, the district called for 
bids when contractors were “looking for 

work” in 2018.
“We feel pretty good with where we’re 

at,” Jurrens said. “I know it was frustrat-
ing with the delays, but when we look 
back on it now, I don’t think we could 
have called bids at a better time than we 
did.”

Construction on the new school, gym 
and center could begin as early as late 
February, and school officials say they 
expect the new facilities to be ready for 
the beginning of the 2019-20 school 
year.

School: From 1

Area throws great parties 
as RAGBRAI passes through

cities that saw riders pass 
through, and businesses, orga-
nizations and service 
groups greeted the 
bicyclists with great 
food and fun games.

Maybe the most 
unique “booth” was offered 
by the New Hampton Rotary 
Club, where 103-year-young 
Paul Hassman sat for hours 
and had his picture taken as 
the club conducted a “1,000 
Selfies with Paul” challenge.

“I’m having the time of my 
life,” Hassman said. “I’ve even 
gotten a few kisses. We should 
do this every week.”

It had been 40 years since 
New Hampton and Ionia had 
welcomed RAGBRAI, but the 

way this year’s “pass through” 
played out, it’s highly doubt-
ful we’ll have to wait another 
40 years to see the Register’s 
Annual Great Bike Ride Across 
Iowa.”

“It’s been exhausting but 
so much fun,” said Julie 
Winter Havel, who along 
with Phil Zwanziger, chaired 
the New Hampton RAGBRAI 
Committee. 

“To see this many people 
having a great time … well, if 
we can do anything, we can 
throw one hell of a party.”

And the same could be said 
of Ionia, Lawler and Protivin, 
all of which offered bicyclists 
from around the world unique 
vendors and options during 
a day Chickasaw County will 
never forget.

RAGBRAI: From 1

One of the biggest attractions in Lawler during 
RAGBRAI’s pass through was the town’s unique “auto-
graph wall.”

RAGBRAI bicyclists gather on an Ionia home’s front yard to listen to a band on the morning of July 27.

Chickasaw County’s re-audit leads to differences of opinions

But a number of residents pointed out 
that the $1,500 was a minuscule 
fraction of the more than $30 
million expended by the county 
during the two-year period the 
audit covered.

“You take a look at this audit, and they 

only found about $1,500 in questionable 
funds, out of $30 million,” said former 
Supervisor Rick Holthaus said during a 
meeting the Board of Supervisors held to 
discuss the re-audit. “You couldn’t find 
a much cleaner budget than that any-
where.”

Others, though were frustrated.
“Some of the things I’ve heard, I’ve 

been really disturbed about,” said 
Fredericksburg resident Doreen Cook, 
who was particularly frustrated with how 
vacations were paid out to retirees.”

And the controversy lingered into the 
holiday season; in fact, last week super-
visors considered — but did not act — on 
a proposal to investigate results of the 
re-audit even further.

Re-Audit: From 1

Mercy celebrates proud past, 
builds for the future

New Hampton’s hospital 
looked back at its proud past 
and planned for its 
longterm future this 
past year.

In early August, 
Mercy Medical 
Center-New Hampton celebrat-
ed the 100th anniversary of its 
opening and a month later, the 
hospital began a $6 million ren-
ovation project that will lead to 
a safer, more secure emergen-
cy room, the move to one-pa-
tient hospital rooms and a new 
reception and medical records 
area.

Start with the celebration 
that was held Aug. 4-6, with the 
big day being a Saturday full 
of activities — including inflat-
ables for the kids, an ecumeni-
cal church service, a memorial 
butterfly release and live music.

The celebration came six 

months after the actual anni-
versary, for St. Joseph Hospital 
actually opened for business on 
Feb. 6, 2017.

“But we didn’t think it was 
a good idea to have an outdoor 
celebration in February,” Mercy 
Public Relations Director Jenny 
Monteith said with a laugh.

Now the hospital is undergo-
ing a dramatic renovation, one 
that officials say shows the com-
mitment to continue to provide 
outstanding health care to the 
New Hampton area for years 
to come. 

But while much has changed 
in Mercy’s long history, one 
thing hasn’t, according to hos-
pital CEO Aaron Flugum.

“The commitment to patient 
care, I think, that’s something 
that was there 100 years ago,” 
he said, “is here today and will 
be here long after we’re gone.”

The saddest story of the 
year unfolded over a couple of 
months.

On Aug. 30, 
Chickasaw County 
deputies responded to 
a call from Alta Vista 
about an unresponsive baby, 
and almost two months later 
— on Oct. 25 — 4-month-old 
Sterling Koehn’s parents were 
arrested and charged with mur-
der in the first degree and child 
endangerment causing death.

A forensic entomologist, 
according to court documents, 
said that the  child had not had 
a diaper change, bath or been 
removed from the seat in over 
a week.”

In the complaint, Chickasaw 
County Chief Deputy Reed Palo 
wrote the “facts of this case go 
far beyond neglect and show 
circumstances manifesting an 

extreme indifference to human 
life.”

The allegations and charges 
stunned residents of the small 
Chickasaw County town and 
made news around the world, 
and Alta Vista residents gath-
ered on Nov. 4 for a candlelight 
vigil to honor the memory of the 
baby, begin the healing process 
and raise awareness of child 
abuse and child neglect.

“What can we do to give 
honor and awareness to a sit-
uation that should have never 
occurred? The best way is the 
act of giving as God gave,” said 
the Rev. Paula Hemann, who 
spoke at the vigil. “The only way 
for darkness or evil to prevail is 
for good people to do nothing.”

Both Zachary Koehn and 
Cheyanne Harris remain in cus-
tody and are awaiting trial.

Alta Vista takes on child  
abuse after baby’s death

Area residents gather for a candlelight vigil on Nov. 4 to 
celebrate the life of Sterling Koehn and raise awareness 
of child abuse and neglect.

Residents, many of whom were born at Mercy Medical 
Center-New Hampton, gather for an ecumenical church 
service during the hospital’s celebration of its 100th 
birthday.

New Hampton Boy Scout troop 
host its first motorcycle rally

A tradition that stretched back to 
1979 appeared to be ending this year, 
when, in June, the Davis fam-
ily, announced they would 
not hold their annual motor-
cycle rally.

Not so fast, said New 
Hampton Boy Scout Troop 48 mem-
bers and leaders; instead, they 
announced on June 30 that they would 
bring a rally to New Hampton.

Gene and Luci Davis started the rally 
in 1979, and it grew to become one of 
the biggest rallies in the Midwest.

But with attendance dwindling in 
recent years, organizers decided to put 
the rally on “hiatus.”

That’s when the Boy Scouts went to 
work, and just like the Davis Rally, the 
New Hampton Motorcycle Rally was 
held on “the weekend after Labor Day.”

“It went great,” Scoutmaster Tony 
Trower said, “in fact, I’d say it went 
fabulous. We had a good crowd and we 
heard a lot of positives.”

And Trower said the second-annual 
New Hampton Motorcycle Rally is a 
go for 2018. New Hampton Motorcycle Rally attendees make their way down Main Street during the “Lights Parade.”
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Looking back at the year’s top stories

New Hampton’s park system 
isn’t bad now, but thanks to 
two projects that got 
underway this past 
year, it’s going to be 
better than ever in the 
near future.

Work began this past sum-
mer on the first phase of the 
TRIBE Trail, which will even-
tually connect existing trails in 
Mikkelson Park and the city’s 
west-side industrial park, and 
this fall, work began on the first 
major renovations in more than 
a quarter of a century at the 
New Hampton Municipal Pool.

Start with the TRIBE Trail.
The trail has been in the work 

for several years and received a 
number of major grants and 
private donations, and Phase 
I, which runs from Mikkelson 
Park to Logan Street, was com-
pleted in November.

“We’ve had great support 
from the community, and we’ll 
need to continue to have that 
support as we plan for Phase 
II and III,” said TRIBE Trail 

Committee member Megan 
Baltes.

Work on the pool, mean-
while, has also been discussed 
for a couple of years, and 
Parks and Recreation officials 
approved a plan that will add 
a Splash Pad, a new drop slide 
and several other new pool toys 
to the facility.

The project was originally 
estimated to cost $627,000, but 
when bids came in $100,000 
over budget, two area business-
men — Willis Hansen and Walt 
Schilling — led the way to mak-
ing sure the project would be 
completed.

“We’ve had so many dona-
tions — from Willis and Walt 
to just people sending in a 
few bucks,” said Parks and 
Recreation Director Rick 
Kramer. “It shows you the level 
of support for the pool.”

And if all goes well — i.e., if 
winter cooperates — the project 
should be completed by the time 
the pool opens on Memorial 
Day weekend in 2018.

Work begins on pool project, 
TRIBE Trail’s Phase I

Workers from Croell’s Redi-Mix pour the first portion of 
the TRIBE Trail.

For the first time in almost 
15 years, Chickasaw County 
had a new county attorney after 
Pat Wegman resigned 
the office in late 
September to accept 
an appointment to the 
bench.

Wegman, who was in three 
years into a fourth term as the 
county’s chief prosecutor, was 
named a district court associate 
judge for District 1.

“The people of Chickasaw 
County have been great,” 
Wegman said. “They’ve treated 
me well, and I’ve always tried 
to do my very best for them. It’s 
been an honor serving them.”

But Wegman also said with 
his younger son graduating 
from New Hampton High 
School this coming spring, he 
had “been thinking about doing 
something different.”

His office 
didn’t remain 
vacant for 
long as the 
C h i c k a s a w 
County Board 
of Supervisors 
voted 3-2 in 
early October 
to appoint 
J e n n i f e r 
Schwickerath as his replace-
ment, and she will complete 
Wegman’s term that runs 
through Dec. 31, 2018.

Schwickerath said she was 
humbled by the appointment 
and the show of support she 
received from county residents, 
including Wegman.

“It was very nice to hear the 
recommendation from Pat, 
and from all these people I’ve 
worked very closely with over 
the years.”

County attorney office 
changes hands

Schwickerath

It took a while and a lot of 
controversy, but Chickasaw 
County finally hired a Veterans 
Affairs director this 
past summer, and 
Lindsay Zenner hit 
the ground running.

The six-year Air 
Force veteran’s hiring ended a 
five-month period in which the 
county didn’t have a director.

Dave Jacobsen resigned 
the position in January, and 
after the Veterans Commission 
appeared to have the candidate 
it wanted to hire, county veter-
ans created a firestorm, protest-
ing that the candidate was not 
a veteran and proposing that 
the three-person Commission 

become a 
five-member 
panel.

Zenner was 
finally hired 
in June, and 
she said her 
goal was to 
help veterans 
receive the 
benefits she 
believes they earned by serving 
their country.

“We got a very good one 
in Lindsay,” said David Boss, 
the chairman of the Veterans 
Commission. “She’s ready to 
tackle any issue, and if she 
doesn’t have the answer, she’ll 
find it.”

Chickasaw County attorney 
office changes hands

Zenner

State Rep. Todd Prichard’s 
hope when he announced he 
was seeking the Democratic 
nomination for 
governor was 
that he could 
reach the “mid-
dle.”

And while he felt his message 
was the one that would most 
resound with Iowans in 2018, 
the money in politics reared 
its ugly head and his campaign 
lasted for all of three months.

The Charles City Democrat, 
who has represented Chickasaw 
County in the Iowa House of 
Representative since 2013, sus-
pended his campaign in August.

“It’s kind of 
bittersweet, 
mostly bitter, 
but that old 
saying about 
‘too much 
money in 
politics,’ well, 
it’s true,” 
Prichard said. 
“We looked it 
over and we just didn’t think 
with the crowded field we have, 
we could raise the money need-
ed to for a successful campaign.”

Instead, the moderate 
Democrat announced he would 
seek a fourth term in the Iowa 
House.

Prichard’s gubernatorial 
run starts ... and ends

Prichard

Other stories that made news in 2017
Among the stories that we considered 

but didn’t make the cut for our top-10 
were ...

... The appearance of Temple Grandin, 
the world-renowned autism spokesperson 
and consultant to the livestock industry.

... The continuing saga of the com-
munications bill that the city of Nashua 
refused to pay in full to the Chickasaw 
County Sheriff’s office.

... The search for Sheila Ludwig, a 
Fredericksburg woman who went missing 

in March. The story had a sad ending 
when the body of the 67-year-old woman 
was found a day later.

... Jerico Lutheran Church’s celebration 
of its 150th anniversary.

... The stormy weather, including a cou-
ple of late-winter snowstorms and the July 
storms that brought flooding to the county, 
especially in the Fredericksburg area.

.... The re-dedication of the New 
Hampton Municipal Airport after a new 
runway was completed this past summer.

... Hugeback-Johnson Funeral home 
celebrating its 100th anniversary and 
gearing up for a move to the downtown 
area.

... The grand opening of Dungey’s 
Furniture and Flooring as the store moved 
into its new building three years after a 
fire destroyed its original home.

... The decision by Ionia Mayor David 
Swenumson to not run for re-election, 
ending 42 years as the city’s top elected 
official.

Bob Fenske
One of my favorite concerts to cover each year is Coffehouse, the final time New Hampton High School seniors 
perform in front of the “home crowd,” if you will. I love the emotion you see from seniors, like Danni Priestley, 
who hugs her mom as part of a salute to the music program’s seniors.

Our favorite 
photographs

Bob Fenske
Unless I’m sitting in a football stadium, I’m not a huge 
fan of crowds, but for me, covering RAGBRAI was 
definitely an exception.

Dorothy Huber
I like this photo because I feel the same way about 
bugs. Especially big bugs, and this was one big bug 
Iowa State University students brought to the Insect 
Zoo sponsored by the New Hampton Public Library.

Dorothy Huber
Those hot summer days seem like so long ago at the 
moment. Eliza Hoy displays some sheer joy while 
jumping into the New Hampton Municipal pool.

Dorothy Huber
Cross country runners need all the breath they can 
preserve. So when New Hampton’s Alexis Rings 
encouraged this Decorah runner to finish during a 
meet at Luther College it was a nice sportsmanship 
moment.

Dorothy Huber
Turkey Valley had several good sprinters this spring, 
including, from left, Cale Reicks, Wyatt Blazek and 
Cody Hackman.
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1549 Rampart Ave, Charles City • (641) 257-1118

Join our 
team today!

• Home Weekly • Hourly Pay • Paid Vacation
• Health Insurance • Dental & Vision • Assigned Equipment

OTR - Regional & Local

Anthony Bill 
Trucking

2018 
trucks 

are Here!
QuAlIfy To 
DrIVE onE!

Kerry develops, manufactures and delivers the largest and
most innovative portfolio of Taste and Nutrition systems and
Functional Ingredients and Actives for the global food,
beverage and pharmaceutical industries. The Fredericksburg
IA facility is hiring:
 • Production Operators Starting at $16/hr

If interested apply in person or on www.kerry.com.
Kerry is an Equal Opportunity Employer. We maintain a
drug-free workplace and perform pre-employment substance
abuse testing.

HELP WANTED

L & R Manufacturing LLC
2498 IA Hwy. 24

New Hampton, IA 50659
(641) 394-6803 • Fax (641) 394-6903

lrmfg@lrmfgllc.com

Send resume to:

Machinist/Fabricator
An expanding business is looking for an experienced 

Machinist/Fabricator. Looking for an independent 
worker with the ability to problem solve. Blueprint 

reading is a must. Full-time position available 
with competitive wage and benefits. 

Monday thru Friday 7am – 4pm.

“Where Caring Makes the Difference”

530 S. Linn Ave. • New Hampton, IA

Experience preferred but not required.
Higher starting wage for experience.

Partial benefits available.
Paid orientation and training.

Caring and supportive work environment.

Housekeeping/Laundry 
Position

Contact Jeannie at 641-394-3151
“Where Caring Makes the Difference”

EOE

Part-time may lead to Full-time

Contact Dawn at 641-394-3151

Starting wage based on experience.
Great opportunity for the 

candidate that shares our passion and 
values of caring for others.

Be a part of the great things happening here!

RN/LPN Charge Nurse

EOE

High Pay
Steady Income
100% PAID Benefits
Dedicated Lanes
Non-hazmat Tanker
Company Training
Excellent Hometime
2 years experience

5 GREAT CDL A DRIVERS
Call to Qualify - Start Jan 1, 2018

1-800-772-1734 • www.jensentransport.com
Jensen Transport Inc • EOE

Come Join our Team &
Make a Difference!

• FT 1st Shift CNA
• PT 3rd Shift CNA
• FT 1st Shift Nurse
• PT 2nd Shift Nurse

703 S. 4th Ave.
New Hampton, IA

Peoples Insurance Agency 
- Representing Floyd County 
Mutual and Grinnell Mutual 
Insurance. 104 Bradford 
Parkway, Nashua. 641-
435-4313 or 800-658-3027. 
www.peoples-insurance.com                 
16BC7

Meyer Construction/Wick 
Buildings, Sumner can build 
your energy-efficient custom 
dream house or post frame 
building. www.meyerconstruc-
tioninc.com or 1-888-578-
5985.  	 16BC7

Kobliska Taping & Texturing: 
New and remodeled, two year 
warranty, free estimates. Also 
repair! 641-228-0898.	 17BC2

Superior Auto Body. Your 
vehicle repaired and paint-
ed to perfection, since 1976. 
700 N. Sherman Ave. New 
Hampton. 641-394-3864 
		  17BC3

Tree Top Tree Service. 
Professional quality from start 
to finish. Mike Heit 641-330-
7576 New Hampton, IA. Tree 
Trimming, Tree Removal, 
Stump Grinding, Insured 
		  17BC4

New Vision Woodworking. 
We offer kitchen design 
and custom cabinets. Adam 
Underwood. (641) 229-5855, 
newvisionwoodworking.com. 
newvis ionwoodworking@
gmail.com. 700 North Linn 
Avenue, New Hampton, Iowa 
50659	 17BC9

American Family Insurance 
Joe Maloy. 216 E. Main Street, 
New Hampton 641-394-2515, 
Charles City 641-228-5115, 
Decorah 563-382-8006.	18BC1

Farmers National Company: 
sold over 3,765 farms and 
ranches over the last five years; 
1,200 at auction, call Randy 
Mitchell 641-220-3410.	18BC1

Sit back and relax on a motor 
coach with JAG Tours. Call 
866-277-8687 for more infor-
mation.	 18BC1

Kohlmeyer, Inc. Maintenance 
free steel, vinyl and alumi-
num siding, insulated win-
dows and more. Free estimate, 
Lawler 1-800-765-1433. www. 
kohlmeyerinc.com.	 18BC1

Brother’s Custom Seamless 
Gutters. “After All... It’s 
Not Just Gutters, It’s Your 
Home.” Don’t rot rafters, sof-
fits, fascias w/gutter spikes. 
Free Estimates. Fully insured. 
Nashua 641-435-2590 or 1-877-
270-1234. www.brothersgutter-
sia.com	 18BC1

Pak Rat Container Company. 
A Hoarders Paradise. 20 or 40 
foot containers - Also Available 
Doors on both ends. New or 
Used. Call: 563-534-4031 
or cell: 563-419-0267. Fort 
Atkinson, IA	 18BC1

New Hampton Electric for all 
your Residential, Commercial, 
Industrial & Agricultural 
Electrical Needs! Call 641-394-
2187, after hours emergencies 
641-330-1048. 207 E. Main, 
New Hampton.	 18BC1

Ryan Insurance, Inc. Your 
home area insurance agency. 
Farm-Home-Auto-Crop. See 
Tom, Connie, Randy or Jessica, 
641-394-2158.	 18BC1

Jerry Tank Masonry flat con-
crete, block and brick work. 
Professional quality workman-
ship, 641-394-2645, 641-430-
3506.	 18BC1

ISU Extension and Outreach- 
Chickasaw County offers pro-
grams in Agriculture, Families, 
Communities, and 4-H. There’s 
something for everyone! 104 E. 
Main, New Hampton. Ph: 641-
394-2174	 18BC1

Burgart Tree Service Tree 
Trimming/Removal, Stump 
Grinding. Black Dirt Available. 
Free Estimates & Insured. Call 
John at 641-229-5762.	 18BC1

Nashua Clinic - Call 641-
435-4133 for all of your 
family’s health care needs. 
Open Monday-Friday. www.
NashuaClinic.org	 18BC1

Rosalyn’s Custom Interiors 
for all your window treatment 
needs. Free Estimates, Rosalyn 
Miller, 641-394-3984, leave a 
message.	 18BC1

Reicherts Carpentry New 
homes, additions, siding, 
remodels, drywall. Free 
Estimates. Jerry Reicherts, New 
Hampton, Cell 319-404-9061. 
		  18BC1

Finnegan Construction 
Company Ionia, 641-394-
4807, GPS control field drain-
age, mapping, water ways, 
excavating, septic systems. 
		  18BC1

Gerard Glaser Construction 
We offer new homes, cabinets, 
additions, garages, remodeling. 
New Hampton, call 641-394-
4668.	 18BC1

Holschlag Bin Sales Inc. top 
quality equipment at the best 
price. With service after the 
sale. Call 641-394-3057.	18BC1

Phillips Modern Ag. Service, 
Inc. Call us for all your grain 
handling needs. Phillips Modern 
Ag Service, Inc. Phone 641-
394-4114.	 18BC1

Chickasaw Event Center Need 
party or meeting space? This is 
the place! New Hampton  641-
394-3173	ceciowa2@gmail.com	
18BC1

Larson Painting Interior, 
exterior, high quality, affordable 
craftsmanship. Dependable, 
insured, references. New 
Hampton, call cell 563-380-
9595.	 18BC1

Farm Bureau Financial 
Services Curtis Franzen-Agent 
Ph: 641-394-3020 or 563-360-
6333 Auto, home, farm, busi-
ness, life and annuities. 506 
W. Milwaukee, New Hampton. 
		  18BC1

Ries Construction Energy 
efficient vinyl windows, patio 
doors and all your construction 
needs. Lyle Ries, Alta Vista, 
641-364-5201.	 18BC1

Spray Foam Solutions. The 
quality insulation people!” 
Mike Heit - New Hampton, IA 
Cell: 641-330-7576	 18BC1

Country Carpentry offers new 
homes, remodeling, cabinetry, 
custom furniture. 38 years expe-
rience. New Hampton, call 641-
394-5157.	 18BC1

Huegel Stump Cutting Free 
Estimates. Neal Huegel, 2588 
Kenwood, New Hampton, Ph: 
641-394-3839.	 18BC1

Acupuncture & Chinese 
Medical Clinic, Tara Anderson, 
M.S., LAc., 3120 Kimball Ave, 
Suite 3118, Waterloo. 319-236-
3363.	 18BC1

Brincks Construction & 
Cabinet Company Call Dewey 
for a FREE estimate. Cell: 
1-563-380-6122; Office: 1-563-
238-3202	 18BC1

Ledbeter Construction 
New homes, Plumbing, 
Sheds, Decks, Siding, Shingles, 
Sheetrock, Texture, Kitchen/
Bath Remodels. Jerry 641-
220-3571, Dan 563-547-9967 
		  18BC1

Loras Drilling & Sons, Inc. 
Excavating, Waterways, Tiling, 
Backhoe & Septic Tank.. 563-
776-4693 Shop; 563-380-0581 
Brian; St. Lucas	 18BC1

State Representative Todd 
Prichard. Statehouse, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 515-281-3221 
todd.prichard@legis.iowa.gov 
Paid for by Iowans for Prichard 
		  18BC1

Cedar River Redemption, 
222 Main Street, Nashua. Alley 
entrance. New Hours: Tues thru 
Fri 9 am to 4 pm. 641-330-
5006	 18BC1

KLR Communications. 
Tripoli, Iowa. Poor TV 
Reception? We can help!  Call 
us 319-464-4165. www.klrcom.
com	 18BC1

EMPLOYMENT
S O U T H  B E A R 
TRANSPORTATION, Llc Is 
Hiring CDL Class A OTR 
Drivers. Semi-Truck with 
Flatbed Trailer, Hopper Bottom 
or Refrigerated Trailer Unit 
positions are available. Salary 
based on experience. Call Jim at 
(563) 880-8497	 F2

Class A CDL Drivers/Tankers. 
Great Pay, Home Weekends, 
and Benefits like no other. 
We haul our own products! 
Contact Tony 608-935-0915 
Ext 16 (INCN)

TanTara is currently hir-
ing dedicated tanker driv-
ers.  Weekly Home Time. 
HAZMAT endorsements & 
previous experience required.  
Wellmark Insurance benefits.  
Apply at www.tantara.us or 
call 563-262-8621 (INCN)

NOW
HIRING!

Apply at
kmart.com

1401 S. Grand
Charles City

MUST be available to
work nights and
week-ends.   

Full-Time, Part-Time & 
Seasonal CDL Team Drivers to 
Haul US Mail from Des 
Moines.  Pays $19.65/hr plus 
HWP. Call Gene (515) 321-
9234 EOE M/W/V/D (INCN)

CLASS A TRUCK DRIVER. 
North Central region. Earn up 
to $70,000. No touch freight. 
Good benefits. All mile paid. 
Nice equipment. 2 years expe-
rience needed. Call 507-437-
9905. Apply on-line WWW.
MCFGTL.COM (MCN)

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT
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NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILL 
COUNCIL VACANCY BY 

APPOINTMENT
The City of Ionia, Iowa, has a vacan-

cy for City Council as of December 26, 
2017, due to the resignation of Randy 
Taylor as Council Member.

Pursuant to Section 372.13(2a) of 
the Code of Iowa, notice is hereby given 
that the City Council of Ionia, Iowa, 
intends to fill this vacancy by appoint-
ment during the council meeting held 
at City Hall at 7:00 pm on January 2, 
2018. However, the electors of the City 
of Ionia have the right to file a petition 
requiring that the vacancy be filled by 
a special election. If electors wish to 
require a special election, a valid petition 
must be filed with the City Clerk within 
14 days after publication of this notice 
or within 14 days after the City Council 
makes the appointment, whichever is 
later. If no such petition is filed, the 
appointment shall be for the period until 
the next pending election as defined in 
Section 69.12 of the Code of Iowa.

Dated this 26th day of December, 
2017.

Donna Geerts,  City Clerk
City of Ionia

New Hampton’s Noah Hopp puts the finishing touches on a pin that clinches the Chickasaws’ Class 2A State dual 
meet championship.

second crown (he won one as a freshman 
at Crestwood) with a victory in the finals at 
126, Ryan Gorman took second at 170 and 
three other Chickasaws found their way to 
the medal stand.

The crazy part may be that, despite 
losing a deep and talented senior class, 
New Hampton, which is now sharing 

with Turkey Valley, may be even better 
when February 2018 rolls around. The 
Chickasaws are ranked first in Class 2A and 
sent a message to the rest of the state with 
a 54-15 dual win over Clarion-Goldfield-
Dows last week.

Still, there’s no question that 2016-17 
team will go down in history as one of the 
best-ever in New Hampton’s storied wres-
tling history.

Hemann credited a senior class that 
included Geerts, Gorman, Noah Hopp, 
Dylan Robinson, Drew Boeding, Keegan 
Tenge, Cody Bearman and Trevor Svec for 
providing outstanding leadership.

“This is a pretty special group for me,” 
Hemann said. “I’ve known them for a long 
time, worked with them and been with 
their parents a lot, and it’s just really sweet 
to see what they’ve accomplished.”

NH Wrestling: From 10

Seniors led the way for Chickasaws’ state champions

New Hampton boys, girls golf teams deliver historic seasons

claim the title by two strokes.
“I was more excited than ner-

vous,” he said. “I knew I could 
do it; you have to think that way 
in order to run.”

His coach was in awe after 
the title run.

“He played the best round of 
his life on the biggest stage,” Bill 
Glenn said. “That’s what cham-
pions do.”

But the Chickasaws weren’t 
a one-man show, either. New 
Hampton got inspired play 

from NEIC champion Ryan 
Anderson, Keegan Tenge, Aden 
Zwanziger, Wyatt Stochl and 
Eric Shatek throughout the year 
and finished the state meet in 
seventh.

Three days after Stochl won 
his title, the New Hampton 
girls went after a team title, and 
although they came up short 
— finishing 11 strokes behind 
Atlantic — the Chickasaws had 
a brilliant season as they won 
their third straight NEIC cham-
pionship and qualified for the 
state tournament for the second 

time in three years.
“They put their hearts out 

there for two days,” coach Eric 
Olson said. “I’m very proud of 
them, everybody played their 
best and we were beat by a very 
good team. A lot of years a 700 
wins it, but not this year.”

How good were the 
Chickasaw girls in 2017?

All six of New Hampton 
players made the all-confer-
ence team as the Chickasaws 
won the NEIC title by a whop-
ping 64 strokes over runner-up 
Decorah.

Ellie Ewert and Morgan Nuss 
tied for medalist honors, Allison 
Nuss took third, Mya Anderson 
was fourth, Val Rinken fifth and 
Jayden Usher was eighth.

And Olson said his four 
seniors — Ewert, Anderson, 
Usher and Rinken — were a 
huge reason New Hampton golf 
became a power.

“They’ve left a pretty good 
legacy — three-time confer-
ence champs, two trips to state, 
fourth and now second place. 
It’s going to be hard for other 
groups to beat that.”

NH Golf: From 10

But these were the never-say-die Trojans 
and they roared back to claim a 60-58 
victory.

Three days later, Turkey Valley faced 
a 24-17 halftime deficit but roared back 
to win its semifinal game 48-46 to set 
up a state championship rematch with 
Springville.

And while the Orioles would claim the 
title with a 45-36 victory, Turkey Valley 
made it very interesting as they cut a 31-17 
lead to 35-31 before Springville finally 
pulled away.

Still, it was a magical run by a team led 
by six seniors — Shelby Reicks, Morgen 
Kuennen, Sadie Nymeyer, Kayla Gebel, 
Sloan Huinker and Abbey Ott — who helped 
the Trojans to a 72-6 record over their final 
three years of high school basketball.

And for a second straight year, they had 
outstanding support in Des Moines.

“When you look out in the crowd and 
you see so many people there cheering you 
on,” Reicks said, “you know they’ve got 
your back. It’s been great playing basket-
ball for them.”

TV Basketball: From 10

And they fielded the ball 
exceptionally well.

And they once again dom-
inated the NEIC as New 
Hampton went 17-1, giving the 
Chickasaws a 48-6 conference 
record over the course of the 
past three years.

Five Chickasaws — Noah 
Hopp, Carter Stochl, Ryan 
Gorman, Zach Wemark and 
Josh Fenske — were named 
first-team all-NEIC, Keegan 
Tenge was a second-team selec-
tion and Aden Zwanziger was 
honorable mention. Hopp was 

named the first baseman on the 
Iowa Newspaper Association’s 
all-state first team while Stochl 
was a third-team pitcher.

And although the season 
ended in crushing disappoint-
ment — New Hampton fell 
to Denver 4-3 in the substate 
game despite the fact that the 
Cyclones did not hit a ball out 
of the infield — coach Cory 
McDonald said his team gave 
him a season he’ll never forget.

“I know I speak on behalf 
of the coaching staff,” he said, 
“that I’ve never had so much 
fun coaching a baseball team in 
my life.”

Trojans bring huge 
crowds to state

Turkey Valley’s Shelby Reicks drives to the basket after making a steal 
against Springville in the Class 1A state championship game.

Chickasaws continue recent 
NEIC dominance

NH Baseball: From 10

New Hampton coach Cory McDonald keeps it “light” 
during a conference on the mound.

Down 7-0 at halftime, New 
Hampton rallied for the win 
as Keagan John threw a touch-
down pass to Braydon Fisher, 
Max Schwickerath scored the 
go-ahead touchdown and John 
added a two-point run.

Meanwhile, the defense, led 
by Josh Fenske’s 20 tackles and 
three blocked passes, held the 
Lions scoreless to give Frerichs 
his 17th trip to the playoffs in 
his 25-year career.

New Hampton would get a 
215-yard rushing performance 
from Braydon Fisher in a 21-14 
playoff win over Dike-New 
Hartford before falling to even-
tual state champion Waukon in 
the quarterfinals.

“To me, this team is what high 
school sports is supposed to be 
all about,” he said at the end of 
the season. “Not a lot of people 
thought we’d be here when the 
season started, but these guys 
came together as a team, worked 
hard and achieved so much.”

Chickasaws rally to win  
Class 2A, District 2 crown
NH Football: From 10

New Hampton’s Josh Fenske drops a Clear Lake rusher 
for a loss.

FOR RENT: Nashua, 2 br/ 1 ba 
apartment, $385/ month, $385 
deposit, no smoking or pets. 
Landlord pays water, sewer, 
trash and heat. Call Dawn (641) 
426-5212	 F52

FOR RENT: Office space 
available in New Hampton, 
Across street from Court House. 
1000 SQ. FT. $500 per month. 
Available now. Call (319) 415-
5381	 FTF

APT FOR RENT: 1, 2 
Bedrooms. Smoking & Non-
Smoking. No Pets. Husker, 
Miller and Mohawk Apts. 
Available Now. Call (319) 415-
5381	 FTF

FOR SALE
FOR SALE: New Factory Built 
Homes. 3 bedroom, 2 bath. 
Placed on your foundation. 
$59,980.00. Horkheimer Homes, 
Hazleton, Iowa. Ph: 1-800-632-
5985	 FTF
Trailer SALE!! 990 gallon fuel 
trailers; Dump trailers; 49 utili-
ty trailers (Steel & Aluminum); 
4-Place snowmobiles: Triton 
enclosed 2-place snowmobile/
ATV trailers; Free spare with 
any 14,000# Equipment trailer; 
Bias 15” tire & wheel $65.00; 
12k spring foot jacks $89.99; 
Aluminum wheel w/15” radial 
$100.00 each; 2 1/2” adjust-
able drawbar w/2’ & 2 5/16” 
ball 18,000 lbs.; 45 Cargo 
trailers. 515-972-4554 www.
FortDodgeTrailerWorld.com 
for info & prices. (MCN)

FOR RENT NOTICE
Des Moines Boat/Sport Show 
Jan. 5-7 Iowa State Fairgrounds. 
Screaming Deals from dozens 
of manufacturers! Ice Fishing! 
Tackle Liquidators! Outfitters! 
Browning’s Trophy Deer! 
1-800-756-4788 www.des-
moinesboatshow.com (INCN)

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFIED BUYER will 
PICK UP and PAY CA$H for 
R12 cylinders or cases of cans. 
(312) 291-9169; www.refriger-
antfinders.com (INCN)

NEW AUTHORS WANTED!  
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit!  
Limited offer!  Why wait?  Call 
now:  855-623-8796 (MCN)

THURSDAY NITE
SHORT MIXED LEAGUE

Dec. 21
STANDINGS	  W	  L
Creative Art......................201....159
Peoples Ins. Agency........194....166
Huff-arts............................193....167
McShanny’s Irish Pub.....176....184
Livin’ on a Spare..............176....184
Lickety Splits....................140....220
RESULTS:
Peoples Insurance Agency 2, 
Creative Art 28; Livin’ on a Spare  
5, Huff-arts 25; McShanny’s Irish 
Pub 19, Lickety Splits 11.
HIGH TEAM GAMES:
Creative Art.............................989
Huff-arts..................................947
McShanny’s Irish Pub............926
HIGH TEAM SERIES:
Creative Art......................2813

Huff-arts...........................2706
McShanny’s Irish Pub......2701
HIGH MEN’S GAME:
Steve Kobliska...................278
Dan Huffman......................255
Kevin Kirkus.......................245
HIGH MEN’S SERIES:
Steve Kobliska...................705
Kevin Kirkus.......................632
Dan Huffman......................630
HIGH WOMEN’S GAME:
Diane Nehl..........................216
Rachel Schneider.......189; 188
Kristy Kirkus.......................179
Wendy Einck.......................179
Karen Schmitt.....................179
HIGH WOMEN’S SERIES:
Diane Nehl..........................543
Rachel Schneider...............551
Staci Dahl...........................487

Dan Huffman, Secretary

	 Of the three final games 
of the 2017 season, freshman 
girls’ coach Terry Sittig had the 
least to say about his team’s 
performance against Charles 
City.

	 “It was one-sided right out 
of the gate,” was all he wrote.

	 But it wasn’t a loss, to the 
contrary, the Chickasaws won 
87-2 over the Comets with a 
whopping five girls scoring 
double figures.

	 Prior to that game, the 
ninth graders won on the road 
at Waukon and on Dec. 12 the 
girls lost a close bout against 
Waverly-Shell Rock to take 
a 3-2 record into the holiday 
break.

	 Rylee Schumacher led the 
scoring in a 32-24 win over 
Waukon with 13 points. 	

	 “We started out a little slow 
in this game, but once we got 
going we never looked back,” 
said Sittig. “Our defense con-
tinues to be a strong part of our 
game, creating 26 steals.”

	 Hope McDonald record-
ed an unconventional dou-
ble-double, with 10 of those 
steals along with 18 rebounds.

	 “We rebounded better and 
we shot the ball better, but still 
need to improve in this area. 
Also our effort and determi-
nation was great and I look 
for this team to keep improv-
ing and look forward to great 
things.”

	 The rout over Charles City 
had even more steals — 33 to 
be exact. Schumacher scored 
18 with seven steals and eight 
assists; both Maddie Usher and 
McDonald turned in 15 points 
and six rebounds, Usher with 
nine steals; Brooke Usher’s 
totals included 13 points, seven 
steals and Kara Crooks put up 
10 points.

	 “This was a tough and phys-
ical game for us, it was the 
most pressure we’ve seen from 
a defense up to this point.” 
Obviously, Sittig had moved 

on to the Waverly-Shell Rock 
game, which the Chickasaws 
lost 32-21.

	 “We handled the pressure 
pretty well at times, but let 
it get to us and it caused us 
fits. We continue to play pretty 
good defense and are getting 
better at rebounding.”

	 McDonald nearly dou-
ble-doubled again, with 17 
points and nine rebounds. 
Schumacher added four assists 
and Maddie Usher four steals.

	 “Offensively we need to 
work on improving our passing 
and creating better shots,” con-
cluded the coach. “This team 
has a strong work ethic and 
with improvement in our fun-
damentals we will get things on 
track.”	

NEW HAMPTON 32, WAUKON 24
Scoring - Rylee Schumacher 

13, Brooke Usher 4, Brylee Boji 6, 
Maddie Usher 4, Hope McDonald 4, 
Claire Quirk 2, Lola Lemke 1.

Rebounds - Schumacher 5, 
B. Usher 2, Boji 2, M. Usher 2, 
McDonald 18, Kara Crooks 1, Quirk 
2, Lemke 1.

Assists - Schumacher 2, M. 
Usher 1, McDonald 3, Quirk 1.

Steals - Schumacher 1, B. Usher 
5, Boji 1, M. Usher 5, McDonald 10, 
Crooks 2, Quirk 1, Lemke 1.

NEW HAMPTON 87, 
CHARLES CITY 2

Scoring - Schumacher 18, 
B. Usher 13, Boji 4, M. Usher 15, 
McDonald 15, Crooks 10, Quirk 8, 
Lemke 4.

Rebounds - Schumacher 2, B. 
Usher 4, M. Usher 6, McDonald 6, 
Crooks 5, Quirk 1, Lemke 4.

Assists - Schumacher 8, B. Usher 
3, Boji 1, M. Usher 2, McDonald 3, 
Crooks 1.

Steals - Schumacher 7, B. Usher 
7, Boji 1, M. Usher 9, McDonald 3, 
Crooks 2, Quirk 1, Lemke 3. 

WAVERLY-SHELL ROCK 32, 
NEW HAMPTON 21

Scoring - B. Usher 2, M. Usher 2, 
McDonald 17.

Rebounds - Schumacher 3, B. 
Usher 3, McDonald 9.

Assists - Schumacher 4, M. 
Usher 3.

Steals - Schumacher 1, Boji 1, M. 
Usher 4, McDonald 1.

BOWLING

Ninth girls win 2 of 3 
conference games
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Please visit us
online at

sparboe.com/careers
for current 
openings.

•2nd Shift Production 
  Supervisor

• 3rd Shift Sanitation
   Supervisor

Full BeneFitS AvAilABle
 for employees & eligible family members!

We’re
Hiring!

APPLY TODAY!

As we close in on 2018, we look back at the top five  
sports stories of the past year here in Chickasaw County

New Hampton wrestlers proudly display the banner and the trophy they claimed after winning the Class 2A state dual meet tournament.

Chickasaws’ state wrestling titles make for 2017’s top story

New Hampton coach Nick Hemann and Keaton Geerts 
embrace after Geerts claimed the 138-pound state title.

Maybe the crazy thing to 
recall about New Hampton’s 
run to the Class 2A state dual-
meet wrestling title 
this past February is 
this: The Chickasaws 
liked being under-
dogs.

And they dang near came 
away with two state tourna-
ment team titles, although New 
Hampton had to settle for a 
second-place trophy — by a 
stinking half of a point no less 
— at the traditional tournament 
that ended three days after the 
Chickasaws finished their dom-
inating run through the dual 
tournament.

New Hampton opened the 
meet with a 51-23 victory over 
Denver-Tripoli, rolled past 
Davenport Assumption 46-24 

and then won the state cham-
pionship dual in a rout as they 
scored a 43-25 victory.

“People forget that Solon 
was ranked ahead of us at the 
beginning of the year,” New 
Hampton coach Nick Hemann 
said, “and we embraced that 
role of being an underdog. I 
think our guys came into this 
season, came into today, came 
into tonight for that matter, 
wanting to prove something.”

They certainly did, giving 
New Hampton its first team title 
in wrestling in a dozen years.

And they weren’t done as 
Keaton Geerts won his sec-
ond straight title with a romp 
through the 138-pound bracket, 
Michael Blockhus claimed his 

See NH Wrestling, 9

Turkey Valley players celebrate their come-from-behind win over Elk 
Horn-Kimballton at the Class 1A state girls basketball tournament.

Trojans take second at 
state tournament again
Turkey Valley’s magical run at the state tourna-

ment came up just short this past March, but anyone 
who followed the Lady Trojans will never 
forget the amazing ride their team gave 
them.

A year after finishing second in the Class 
1A tournament, Turkey Valley returned to 
Des Moines after claiming their third straight Upper 
Iowa Conference championship and second straight 
regional title, and for a while, it didn’t appear Turkey 
Valley’s stay at state would last more than a day.

Janesville had used a 20-6 third quarter to take a 
42-35 lead and Turkey Valley trailed 52-45 midway 
through the final frame.

See TV Basketball, 9

New Hampton’s Ryan Gorman rounds second before 
scoring in a substate game against Denver.

Chickasaws reload to win their  
third straight NEIC baseball crown

New Hampton’s baseball 
team won the Northeast Iowa 
Conference baseball title in 
1972, and then wait-
ed for more than 40 
years to win another.

But the program 
that used to take its 
lumps is now handing them 
out as the Chickasaws claimed 
their third straight NEIC crown 
during a summer in which it 

rose to No. 1 in the Class 2A 
state rankings.

The Chickasaws did it with a 
little bit of everything. 

They got great pitching and 
finished the season with a 1.43 
team earned run average. They 
put together an offense that not 
only hit .333 but also led the 
state in hit by pitches with 87. 

See NH Baseball, 9

Other stories that  
made headlines in 2017

• New Hampton’s Keagan John 
takes second in the 800 at the Class 
2A state track and field meet.

• Turkey Valley boys have two re-
lays that medal at the Class 1A state 
track and field meet.

• Former New Hampton pitching 
star Cole McDonald throws a no-hit-
ter against the Czech Republic as 
the University of Iowa baseball team 
wins the silver medal at the World 
University Games in Taiwan.

• The New Hampton volleyball 
team advances to the Class 3A 
regional volleyball final before falling 
to eventual state champion Waterloo 
Columbus.

• New Hampton claims its first-ev-
er all-NEIC sports crown.

• The Wartburg football team — 
with former New Hampton star Chris 
Winter as a coach and former Chick-
asaws Connor Frerichs and Matt 
Mulford — advances to the Division 
III quarterfinals.

New Hampton football coach  
Scott Frerichs is all smiles  

as he talks to his team  
after the Chickasaws  

clinched the district title.

Chickasaws win football district title
New Hampton football coach Scott 

Frerichs said right from the start of prac-
tice in August that he believed the 
2017 Chickasaws were a playoff 
football team.

With a 13-7 loss to Crestwood 
on Sept. 29, however, the New 
Hampton football team left itself with no 
margin for error.

The Chickasaws ended up proving their 
coach right, winning their final three regu-
lar season games, including a 14-7 victory 

over Clear Lake in the de facto Class 2A, 
District 2 title game, and advanced to the 
state playoff quarterfinals.

New Hampton bounced back from the 
loss to the Cadets to beat Osage 32-6 in a 
driving rainstorm and hammered Garner-
Hayfield-Ventura 28-10 on Senior Parents 
Nights before traveling to Clear Lake, 
where they played their best game — or at 
least half — of the season.

See NH Football, 9

New Hampton’s Carter Stochl intently watches his tee 
shot during the first round of the Class 2A state golf 
tournament.

Members of the New Hampton girls golf team — (front 
row) Valerie Rinken, Mya Anderson, Ellie Ewert, Jayden 
Usher, (back row) coach Eric Olson, Morgan Nuss, 
Allison Nuss and volunteer coach Paul Ewert — pose 
with the hardware they earned at the Class 3A state 
tournament.

Stochl’s championship run,  
girls’ runner-up finish make history
It was a golf season for the 

ages for New Hampton High 
School.

Both the boys and 
girls won Northeast 
Iowa Conference 
titles. Both teams 
qualified for their respective 
state meets. The boys brought 
home the individual state 
medalist in Carter Stochl. The 
girls brought home the state 
runner-up trophy.

Like we said, it was a golf 
season for the ages.

Start with the boys, who 
had a breakout season as they 
claimed their first conference 
title in 11 years and earned 
their first state trip in 20 years.

And for Stochl, 2017 provid-
ed sweet redemption. In 2016, 
he was robbed of a state meet 
berth by a rule change that 
went totally awry. He wouldn’t 
be denied this year as he fol-
lowed up an opening day 72 
with a brilliant round of 68 to 

See NH Golf, 9


