
BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

The Chickasaw Ambulance Council 
will hold a meeting tonight (Tuesday), 
and all indications point to the mem-
bers will vote on a proposed compro-
mise agreeement that was hashed out 
at a meeting held earlier this month.

Under the agreement, the Chickasaw 
Ambulance Service, which holds the 

current contract that expires on June 
30, would receive $217,500 in the fi rst 
year of the contract and $228,402 in 
the second year of the deal.

The county will pay 40 percent of 
the cost — $87,000 — while the cities 
located in the county would pay the 
remaining 60 percent.

The eight cities — Alta Vista, 
Bassett, Fredericksburg, Ionia, Lawler, 
Nashua, New Hampton and North 

Washington — would have their pay-
ments based on population fi gures.

The agreement was reached during 
a meeting held on March 2 and 
Ambulance Council members voted 
to take the proposal back to their 
respective councils and boards before 
tonight’s meeting.

The Fredericksburg City Council 
met last Tuesday and voted 3-2 to 
approve the contract. Both the New 

Hampton and 
Nashua councils 
were expected 
to discuss the matter at 
their Monday meetings, which took 
place after this edition of the Tribune 
went to press.

Under the proposed contract, New 
Hampton’s share of the fi rst year of 
the  contract would be slightly less 
than $63,500.

 The Ambulance 
Council has undergone major changes 
since it last worked on a contract in 
2019.

Ambulance decision day arrives
Vote expected tonight at Ambulance Council meeting on two-year compromise deal

SEE AMBULANCE, 2
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Finding gold!
Twins Ponds Nature Center
will be the site of a unique

nature hike this week
Page 2

TV departure
Aft er a decade at the helm, 

Trojans’ boys basketball 
coach Chris Sullivan resigns

Page 16

All-UIC hoop teams
Turkey Valley’s basketball teams 

have eight players honored on the 
all-Upper Iowa Conference teams

Page 16

Bob Fenske/Tribune
New Hampton teenager Kenzie Bouillon (above) removes a shet of monster cookies from the oven at the business, Sweets by 
KeKe, she started earlier this year in a garage she shares with another business, Dee’s Country Charms (below), that is oper-
ated by her mother, Jenny.

17-YEAR-OLD KENZIE BOUILLON APPRECIATES FAMILY’S HELP WITH HER IN-HOME BAKERYK B ’
SWEET ENTREPRENEUR 

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

Let’s get one thing out of the way, the report-
er of this story did a thorough job on this story.

He asked the subject of the story a lot of 
questions. He asked the parents of said subject 
questions about having a 17-year-old daughter 
running her own business. And he, of course, 
checked out the products that the 17-year-old 
sells to the public.

The fact that the 17-year-old owns a bak-
ery named “Sweets by Keke” and the “menu” 
included monster cookies and a Butterfi nger 
mini cheesecake had nothing to do with his due 
diligence. He was just doing his job … for the 
good of the public.

SEE BAKERY, 10

New Hampton
students shine
at state speech
Team caps memorable season with 
eight Division I ratings at contest
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Different, 
but still tasty

New Hampton Lions 
Club member Paul Hereid 
delivers a slew of break-
fasts to a customer during 
the club’s “drive-thorugh” 
breakfast that was held on 
Sunday morning. 

The 49th annual event 
didn’t offer an “in-house” 
dining option because of 
COVID-19 concerns, but 
that didn’t stop the Lions 
from putting on the club’s 
biggest fundraiser of the 
year.

See STORY, Page 11
Bob Fenske/Tribune

Pool will open, but 
workers are needed

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

It’s the little moments that mean the most to 
New Hampton individual speech coach Jason 
Speltz.

Sure, the eight Division I ratings his team 
garnered at Saturday’s state speech contest were 
important, but the memory that may last the 
longest for Speltz is one that came after New 
Hampton students had delivered all of their 14 
pieces, learned their fate from the judges and 
made the drive home from Postville.

“Oh my gosh, we’re coming into town, they 
had the windows down and they just start sing-
ing ‘Country Roads Take Me Home’ at the top of 
their lungs,” Speltz said with a laugh. 

“It’s that spontaneity, that family thing, that 
makes this such a rewarding job and why I look 
forward to the speech season every year.

Not that the “speeching” wasn’t fruitful as New 
Hampton had itself a pretty solid day in Postville.

Joslyn Plagman, Sarah Eiler, Austin Geerts, 
Elliot Throdnson, Jacob Reicks, Grace Burrett, 
Zoe Worple and Catherine Pethoud all brought 
home coveted Division I ratings from a state 
contest that was much different than those held 
in previous years.

Because of COVID-19, the Iowa High School 
Speech Association limited state contest sites to 
a maximum of eight schools. In normal years, 
each of the four state contests consist of 60 to 
70 schools and hundreds of kids gathered at one 
spot.

“I’m not going to lie, it felt a little weird — well, 
a lot weird,” Speltz said, “but at the same time, 
we were just glad to have a season, to have a state 
contest.”

A year ago, district speech contests were held 
but state contests were canceled because of the 
incoming pandemic.

In speech, competitors who receive a Division 
I rating from a judge at district advance to the 
state contest, where three judges hear and cri-
tique each piece.

New Hampton had two students — Elliot 
Throndson in after-dinner speaking and Zoe 
Worple — receive “straight” Division I ratings, 

SEE SPEECH, 10

Parks and Recreation offi cials say they need 
more lifeguards, other workers for facility

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

The New Hampton 
Municipal Pool will defi nitely 
be open this coming summer, 
but Parks and Recreation offi -
cials say they are still woefully 
short of applicants.

That led the Park Board last 
Wednesday to increase wages 
for lifeguards, water-safety 
instructors (WSIs) and others 
who will be employed at the 
pool when the facility opens on 
Saturday, May 29.

"We're short, no ques-
tion about it," Parks and
Rec Program Manager Tara
Hackman said last week, "and
it's really across the board.
We need lifeguards, we need
WSIs, we need swim-lesson
aides and we haven't had any-
one apply for the concession
stand. 

“Hopefully, the board's 
decision will help, but we also
know that we have to get some
of the kids back after last year."

SEE POOL, 3



BY DOROTHY HUBER
dorhubernews@gmail.com

On a daily basis, Chickasaw 
County Conservation Board 
Naturalist Matt Crayne may 
be rescuing an animal, educat-
ing students in the classroom 
or working on the upkeep and 
improvements of the 37 areas 
managed by the county. 

But helping families search 
for a pot of gold ... well, that 
only happens on St. Patrick’s 
Day.

The treasure mentioned in 
the event promotion has quote 
marks — ‘“Pot O’Gold” — so no, 
it’s not really gold the conserva-
tionist will be hiding at the “end 
of the rainbow.”

Crayne doesn’t take credit 
for coming up with the unique 
event, which is scheduled for 
this Wednesday [March 17] at 
4:30 p.m. at the Twin Ponds 
Nature Center.

“To be honest I may have 
borrowed that from another 
county — naturalists tend to 
share ideas, no need to invent 
the wheel twice.”

But he’s not sure, because, 
the event was one he’d initially 
planned for a year ago on St. 
Patrick’s Day. Right before….. 
well, you know that tune by 
now. The event was canceled.

“I’m not worried about that 
this year,” he said. “By now we 
all have adapted better hygiene 
and grown accustomed to dis-
tancing.”

And of course, it is an out-
door event, geared toward fam-

ilies, but open for anyone inter-
ested in GPS technology. 

Each group will be loaned a 
GPS unit, but a limited number 
of units will be available, so 
they will be handed out on a 
fi rst come, fi rst serve basis. The 
GPS coordinates will lead par-
ticipants to a number of “pots of 
gold,” none of which will be too 
far off the path. 

Still, those attending should 
come prepared for the free 
event with Iowa’s spring weath-
er in mind. 

The next event is scheduled 
for April 8, that’s a kayaking and 
migration fl oat at Sweet Marsh 
near Tripoli. Participants need 
to register in advance for that 
one. 

Questions may be directed to 
Crayne at the nature center by 
calling 641-394-4714.

CRAYNE, LIKE the other 
members of Chickasaw County 
Conservation, are gearing up 
to another busy season. After 
high numbers of campers at the 
Airport Lake in 2019 and record 
numbers in 2020, 11 new camp-
sites will be added to the park 
northwest of New Hampton.

“We saw the need, and 
the supervisors agreed,” said 
Crayne. “There’s also an Eagle 
Scout project that will bring 
water to the rest of the camp-
sites and we have our ‘loop’ 
which is the only area that can 
be reserved, that can hold up to 
six RVs or campers.”

ANOTHER PART of 

Crayne’s job is protecting and 
rescuing wildlife. He recently 
helped detangle a great horned 

owl from a barbed wire fence 
— “the owl was not happy to 
see me” — and took the ani-

mal to the Blackhawk Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center, where he 
expects it to make a full recov-
ery. 

He also made a trip to the 
old Tribune offi ce after a former 
employee captured a bat in a 
mason jar.

“Bats are not always a loved 
creature but they’re so import-
ant to help control pests, even 
in farm fi elds. I like to teach 
kids that everything has a place 
in the world, bats are a vital 
part, even through they’re not 
going to be anyone’s pet,” he 
said with a smile.

The Chickasaw County 
employee hopes educating stu-
dents will help bring about an 
appreciation toward wildlife, and 
toward conservation areas in 
general. A quote inspired Crayne 
when he was a youngster, and 
that was to “always leave a place 
better than you fi nd it.”

“It’s frustrating, the vandal-
ism that goes on,” he said. “I 
was just at Chickasaw Park and 
there was fresh paint on rocks 

and trees. It’s very frustrating
when people don’t walk over
and throw their trash where it’s
supposed to go or just take it
with them. If that small popu-
lation would stop littering we
could spend less time and tax-
payer money cleaning up. The
money could be better utilized.”

WITH ONLY four full-time 
members on the county staff,
Crayne says they each have a
lot of ground to cover as the 37
areas encompass 2,137 acres.
But his job takes him toward
more of the educational aspect.
He’s taught archery and gun
safety among his countless pro-
grams.

“We also teach archery in 
schools, we do a lot of programs
with school kids and assisted
living communities. But then
some days I’ll be running a
chainsaw or clearing trees off
prairie ground. There’s always
more than enough work and it
varies a lot. That’s one of the
things I love about my job.”
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We have upstairs game 
room and accommodates 
up to 110 guests.  Has a 

full kitchen.  Bring your own 
food & drinks.

COME MAKE YOUR NEXT 
MEMORIES WITH US!

GRADUATION SPECIAL 

TheMainEventCenterNH.com

18 E. Main St, 
New Hampton
641-229-7927

The second half payment for property taxes 
is due by March 31, 2021

You may also pay online at www.iowatreasurers.org
E-check payments are $.25 (less than a stamp) and 

Mastercard, Visa and Discover credit cards are 
subject to a service delivery fee.

Sue Breitbach
Chickasaw County Treasurer

PROPERTY TAXES ARE DUE & PAYABLE

NEW HAMPTON RED POWER
2205 240TH ST | New Hampton, IA
(641) 394-3178
www.redpowerteam.com

There’s a lot going 
on with county’s 
Conservation Board
Naturalist will help families search for 
‘pot of gold,’ prepare new camp sites

Dorothy Huber/Tribune
Airport Lake (above) will soon be home to 11 new camping sites as the Chickasaw County Conservation Board
gears up for a busy spring and summer. One of those events is set for this week when a GPS search hike will be
held, and Naturalist Matt Crayne (below) shows off the technology that families will use during Wednesday’s “Pot
O’Gold” event at the Twin Ponds Nature Center, beginning at 4:30 p.m.

Ambulance council, service owner ‘split the difference’

At that time, each city and 
the county had one vote on the 
council that agreed to a two-year 
contract that the Chickasaw 
County Board of Supervisors 
approved.

Supervisors, though, then 
sued the county’s cities to help 
pay for the $360,000 contract. 
That lawsuit was dropped ear-

lier this year after the two sides 
came to a settlement agreement 
that included dramatic changes 
to the Ambulance Council as 
well as spelling out how future 
contracts would be funded.

Under the agreement, a new 
Ambulance Council was formed 
that has just fi ve voting mem-
bers — one from the coun-
ty, one from the city of New 
Hampton, one from the cities 

of Fredericksburg and Nashua, 
one from the four smallest cit-
ies in the county and one that 
would be a vote of all nine enti-
ties that make up the council.

The Chickasaw Ambulance 
Service fi rst proposed a con-
tract in which it would receive 
$240,000 in the fi rst year of the 
next contract and then lowered 
the asking price to $228,000 
for the fi rst year and $239,400 
in the second year of the con-
tract.

At the March 2 Ambulance 
Council meeting, the service’s 
owner, Jeremy McGrath, agreed 

to a proposal by Chickasaw
County Auditor Stephanie
Mashek to “meet in the mid-
dle.” 

Mashek used the Ambulance 
Council’s original offer of
$195,000 and McGrath’s fi rst
offer and “split the difference”
to come up with the compro-
mise. 

•••••
For more on tonight’s

Ambulance Council meeting,
see the Tribune’s website at
nhtrib.com and the March 23
printed edition of the newspa-
per.

AMBULANCE: FROM 1
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Offer good March 1 thru 31

2037 200th St., New Hampton

www.bodimp.com

Stock Up NOW & SAVE
On top quality filters and oil!

12%  
FILTERS 

& OIL

OFF

Bulk Up & Save On Filters, Oil & Grease

p q

1st & 3rd 
Thursdays are 

FREE for seniors 
65 and older!

Open Mon.-Fri. 5 am-7 pm, Sat. 7 am-4 pm, Sun. 12 pm-4 pm

1050 W. Hamilton St. New Hampton 641-394-5433
wellnesscomplex.com |      Chickasaw Wellness Complex    

Wood Blinds with Cordless Lift and Wand Tilt

904 Canty Ave. 
New Hampton

(641) 394-4174
Open Thursday Evenings

Town ‘n Country Plaza, 
Osage

(641) 732-4424
Open Thursday Evenings

www.dungeysfurnitureandfloors.com

Wood & Faux Wood Blinds

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1987

Mason City
Britt

Iowa Falls

New Hampton
Cresco

Albert Lea

Charles City
Hampton

Osage

hearingassociatesmc.com

Fully Insured
General Contractor

412 West Milwaukee 
New Hampton
 641-394-3060

www.marvandzips.com

Marv & Zip’s Repair

Spring Special!
Call & Book your Spring 
Tune-up March 9th-30th 

and receive FREE in-town 
           pick up & delivery!

Ma
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p
Phillips Plumbing

& Heating
Cory Phillips, Owner

303 West Main
Ionia, Iowa 50645

FOR SERVICE CALL:
(641) 394-5553

Phillips
Refrigeration

106 S Lincoln St, Ionia, IA 
641.394.3948

Ensure an efficient & trouble-free air-conditioning 
system NOW for the dog days of summer!

Schedule  your 

Don’t Catch 
the Heat

Refrigeration & Air Conditioning Services & Repair

Spring Tune-up

FREE 
Mail Delivery 
to all of Iowa!

FREE 
Home Delivery

Fredericksburg, 

New Hampton, Lawler 

and  surrounding 

communities

563-425-4530 
Fayette, IA

burg,
n, Lawler 

unding 

nities

563 425 4530

After 40+ lucky years serving Northeast Iowa, 
we are still caring for people first. Call us today for 

a FREE price quote on your medications!

800 N. Main St. Charles City, IA
1-800-850-7481 

www.unggoybroadband.com

 Unlimited Data   No Contracts  

Reliable Service 
Where You Need It Most!

102 North Depot
 Lawler, IA

(563) 238-5945www.volareestheticsbykali.com

25% 
OFF 

all in-stock products 
and Glo Makeup.

Sale ends April 1st, 2021

Book your Springtime Spa & Relaxation Day. 
Packages Available.g

A warm, cozy restaurant and 
gift shop in downtown Waverly. 
We are open for breakfast & 
lunch serving homemade soups, 
sandwiches and desserts. 

We also carry seasonal gifts, 
kitchen gadgets and goodies for 
just about any occasion

Dine In or Carry Out
Kitchen Closes at 2:00pm
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9-5pm

Fri. & Sat. 8-3pmp
215 E. Bremer Ave., Waverly, IA 

(319) 352-2215

In 2020, the pool remained 
closed throughout the summer 
because of COVID-19 concerns, 
and Hackman said Friday the 
facility will "defi nitely be open" 
in 2021.

The Park Board approved 
bumping up starting wages 
for lifeguards to $9 per hour 
and WSIs will start at $9.50 
per hour. Board members also 
approved bumping up start-
ing wages for concession stand 
workers and swim-lesson aides 
to $8.50 per hour.

"Hopefully, that helps," 
Hackman said, "because obvi-
ously to be open for the hours 
that we normally are we have to 
be able to have the staff." 

Parks and Recreation 
Director Rick Kramer said the 
annual "preseason" work to get 
the pool ready for swimmers 
will begin next month and that 
he's excited for what he called a 
"normal" summer.

"We're making a few chang-

es, we have the little playground 
area ready and things like that," 
he said, "but we missed having 
kids out there last year. It just 
wasn't the same."

Lifeguards must take a class 
while WSIs need to be certifi ed, 
and the certifi cation course can 
run anywhere between $180 
and $250. Hackman said that 
she wants potential instructors 
interested in becoming WSIs 
that the department will work 
with them if the issue is the cost 
of the certifi cation.

"We want them to know that 
if money is an issue, we don't 
want that to deter them," she 
said. "They just need to call us 
or stop in and we can fi gure it 
out."

Also, the department is con-
tinuing to seek a coordinator 
for the Little League T-ball pro-
gram that is held in June and 
open to preschool and early-el-
ementary school grades, and 
anyone interested in that posi-
tion should contact Hackman at 
641-394-5464.

Pool putting out ‘help-wanted’ sign
POOL: FROM 1

Dorothy Huber/Tribune
New Hampton Parks and Recreation offi cials say the city’s pool will defi nitely be open this summer, but as of now,
the facility is short of applicants for a variety of positions.



Church 
Services

NEW HAMPTON

TRINITY LUTHERAN
223 S. Water 

trinitylutheran
newhampton.org

641-394-2552
Pastor Kevin Frey

Service time: 9 a.m. 
Sunday.

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC
202 N. Broadway 

641-394-2105
Father Brian Dellaert

St. Patrick’s Day 
Mass: Wednesday, 7 a.m.

Mass times: Saturday, 
4 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m. and 
10 a.m. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST
201 N. Locust

fi rstumcnewhampton.com
Pastor Willy Mafuta

Service times: 9:30 
a.m. Sunday (also livestream 
on church Facebook page).

REDEEMER LUTHERAN
611 W. Court St.
saudejerico.com

Pastor Peter Faugstad
Service times: 4 p.m. 

Saturday Divine Service

HARVEST CHURCH
481 S. Linn Ave.
harvestcares.com

641-394-4380
Pastor Doug Harvey

Service times: 10:30 
a.m. Sunday

PRAIRIE LAKES
234 Linn Ave.

prairielakeschurch.org
641-456-6880

Pastor Cory Orr
Service times: 9 and 

10:30 a.m. Sunday

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
4 E. Court St.
641-394-2247

Pastor Willy Mafuta
Service times: 10:30 

a.m., Sunday.

JERICO

JERICO LUTHERAN
2512 120th St., New 

Hampton
saudejerico.com

Pastor Peter Faugstad
Service times: 8:30 or 

10:30 a.m. Sunday Divine 
Service (check website).

SAUDE

SAUDE LUTHERAN
2949 Stevens Trail, Lawler

saudejerico.com
Pastor Peter Faugstad

Service times: 8:30 or 
10:30 a.m. Sunday Divine 
Service (check website).

IONIA

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
fi rstumcnewhampton.com

Pastor Willy Mafuta
Service times: 8 a.m., 

Sunday.

ST. BONIFACE CATHOLIC
Father Brian Dellaert

Mass time: Saturday, 
March 27, 6 p.m.

LOURDES

OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
CATHOLIC

Rev. Jerry Kopacek
Mass time: Saturday, 

March 27, 4 p.m.

ALTA VISTA

ST. BERNARD CATHOLIC
Rev. Jerry Kopacek

Mass time: Saturday, 6 
p.m..

ELMA

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
CATHOLIC

Rev. Jerry Kopacek
St. Patrick’s Day 

Mass: 7 a.m., Wednesday.
Mass time: Sunday,  

7:15 a.m. 

ST. PETER LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Daird Korth
107 Wood St. Elma

Service: 9 a.m. Sunday.

NORTH WASHINGTON

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Father Brian Dellaert

Mass times: Saturday, 
6 p.m. 
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25 N. Chestnut Ave • New Hampton • 641-394-3021

STANTON ELECTRIC
807 Canty Ave. - New Hampton, IA 50659

Residential  •  Commercial  •  Industrial

Aerial Trucks & Trenchers

Fault Finding Equipment

Underground Wire Locating 641-394-3068

618 North Sherman - New Hampton, IA 50659

Featuring Low, Low 
Prices, Every Day

• Farm Fresh Produce • Friendly Customer Service
• Meat specialist available every day •

Monday thru Saturday 7 AM - 9 PM Closed Sunday
394-4652  •  394-2288After Hour Emergencies 641-330-1048

Electric
New Hampton

641-394-2187

207 East 
Main Street
New 
Hampton, 
IA 50659

HOLSCHLAG
BIN SALES

4 1/2 Miles South of New Hampton
For All Your Grain Handling Equip. Needs

641-394-3057

NEW HAMPTON
RED POWER
(641) 394-3178 www.redpowerteam.com

• Farm • Business • Health • Auto • Home
641-394-2121 (Phone) • 641-394-2122 (Fax)

www.cioia.com

AMERICAN HEARTLAND
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

PO BOX 246
308 E. Grove St.. Lawler, IA 52154

PHONE: 563-238-2431
TOLL FREE: 800-672-7702

641-394-2111 • www.nhtrib.com
10 N. Chestnut Ave., New Hampton

TRIBune
New Hampton

Chickasaw County

Your Community. Your Team. Your Media.

VERN LAURES
AUTO CENTER 

Chevrolet - RAM
Dodge - Chrysler - Jeep

(641) 394-3025

Phillips Plumbing 
& Heating

Cory Phillips, Owner
303 West Main 

Ionia, Iowa 50645
(641) 394-5553

New Hampton Medical CenterNew Hampton Medical Center
308 North Maple Ave., New Hampton, IA

641.394.4121
mercyone.org/newhampton

703 S 4th Ave
New Hampton, IA

641-394-4153

504 Short Ave
New Hampton, IA

641-394-3316

www.nhnrc.com

NEW HAMPTON
115 North Broadway Ave.

(641) 394-4331
ELMA

508 Maple Street
(641) 393-2461

www.conway-markhamfh .com

JOIN THESE BUSINESSES & ADVERTISE HERE!
Give us a call today 641.394.2111

Eckenrod Farms
Jim & Julie Eckenrod
New Hampton, IA

923 North Linn Ave.
New Hampton, Iowa 50659

641-229-8500 • M-F 8 am-4 pm

NASHUA

LITTLE BROWN CHURCH
littlebrownchurch.org
Pastor Drew McHolm
Service times: Sing-

A-Long Service, 10:15 
a.m., Sunday; Traditional 
Service, 10:30 a.m.

REPUBLIC CHURCH
1794 280th St., Ionia

Pastor Sarah Namukose
Service times: 9 a.m. 

Sundays.

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
314 Brasher Street
Pastor Sarah Cissy 

Namukose
Service times: 10:30  

a.m. Sundays.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN
300 Merrill St.

Pastor Norman Bauer
Service times: 9 a.m. 

Sundays.

CEDAR POINT CHURCH
310 Main Street

Pastor Darin Cerwinske
Service times: 10 a.m. 

Sundays.

LAWLER

OUR LADY OF MT. CARMEL 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
3030 Highway 24

Father Nick Radloff
Mass time: 4 p.m. 

Saturday.

IMMANUEL CRANE CREEK 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Service times: 9:30 
a.m., Sundays.

FREDERICKSBURG

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN 
CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD
222 S. Washington Ave.

Pastor Ron Koch
Service times: 9 a.m., 

Sundays.

PEACE UCC CHURCH
221 Oak St.

Pastor James Reid
Service times: 10 a.m., 

Sundays.

WAUCOMA

ST. MARY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

218 3rd St. NW
Father Nick Radloff

Mass time: 4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 27

ST. LUCAS

ST. LUKE CATHOLIC CHURCH
215 East Main

Father Nick Radloff
St. Patrick’s Day 

Mass: 8:30 a.m., 
Wednesday.

Mass time: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, March 21.

PROTIVIN

HOLY TRINITY
124 N. Main St.

Father Nick Radloff
Mass time: 8:30 a.m. 

Sunday.

LITTLE TURKEY

ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

3303 160th St.
Father Nick Radloff

Mass time: 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday, March 28.

Church 
Services

What are fi ve good chapters that we 
can read during really tough times in our 
lives? 

What ones would you recommend?

The Confi dence of our Calling: 
Romans 8

This might be one of my favorite chap-
ters in all the Bible, whether things are 
going well or not.  Here’s why.  This chap-
ter has what has been called “the golden 
thread” or “chain” of salvation which is 
in Romans 8:29-30 “For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be con-
formed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the fi rstborn among 
many brothers.  

And those whom he predestined he 
also called, and those whom he called he 
also justifi ed, and those whom he justi-
fi ed he also glorifi ed.” This gives us the 
knowledge that salvation is fully a work of 
God because it is God Who foreknew us, 
Who predestined us, Who called us, Who 
justifi ed us, Who glorifi ed us…notice it is 
all He Who has done these things in us…
not we ourselves, thereby God receives all 
the glory. Doesn’t He deserve it?  He is the 
justifi er Who justifi es us.

This is what Paul means in Romans 
3:26 “It was to show his righteousness at 
the present time, so that he might be just 
and the justifi er of the one who has faith 
in Jesus.”  This is why “There is therefore 
now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus” (Rom 8:1).  

This chapter:
• Gives us perspective on life (Rom 

8:28).
• Gives us reason to endure the present 

(Rom 8:18).
• Gives us a clear conscience (Rom 8:1).
• Shows us Who is responsible for our 

salvation (Rom 8:29-30); and
• Shows us that we are conquerors but 

only in Christ (Rom 8:37).

The Confi dence of the Shepherd: 
John 10

John is my favorite of all the gospels 
and possibly chapter 10 is my favorite 
chapter in this book.  It is so hard to nar-
row down only one chapter because I love 
chapters 3, 6, 14 and so many others but 
there is something special about chapter 
10.  

For one thing, we see Jesus being por-
trayed as the Good Shepherd and how 
good this shepherd is that will lose none of 
His sheep!  Jesus says “And I have other 
sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one fl ock, one shepherd” 
(John 10:16).  This shepherd is unlike any 
other shepherd there is and it is “For this 
reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life that I may take it up again. 
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have authority to lay 
it down, and I have authority to take it up 
again. 

This charge I have received from my 
Father” (John 10:17-18).  The shepherd 
voluntarily laid down His life for us, His 
sheep, who should have been headed to 
the slaughter; instead, the Good Shepherd 
that He is, He headed to the slaughter for 
us and was silent before the slaughters.  

Here are some reasons that I love John 
chapter 10, this chapter:

• Shows our security in Christ and in 
the Father (John 10:28-29).

• Shows that Jesus Christ is truly God 
(John 10:30).

• Shows that the Good Shepherd knows 
His sheep’s voice and the sheep know His 
(John 10:3-5); and

• Shows that the Shepherd voluntarily 
died so that we wouldn’t perish (John 
10:15).

The Confi dence of our Faith: 1 
John 3

I call this chapter to the litmus test of 
the Christian faith.  I believe that if a per-

son professes faith in Christ and yet does 
not change their lifestyle, they are lying to 
themselves, to others and ultimately, to 
God.  

John knew that many would come and 
profess Christ and many would even be 
part of the church but when they left the 
church, for whatever reason they gave, 
they weren’t really a part of the church in 
the fi rst place (1 John 2:19) so in the next 
chapter (1 John 3) he provides us with 
rational evidence of whether a person is 
just professing or confessing faith in Christ 
or if they are really possessing saving faith 
in Christ.  

John clearly says that a person can talk 
all they want about whether they are a 
Christian or not but here is the evidence 
of whether that’s true: “whoever does not 
practice righteousness is not of God, nor 
is the one who does not love his broth-
er” (1 John 3:10b). The real proof is the 
fruit of that person’s life (John 15) and 
not the words out of their mouth because 
“Everyone who makes a practice of sinning 
also practices lawlessness; sin is lawless-
ness” (1 John 3:4).  

This chapter:
• Proves the fact that whoever does not 

sin really knows Christ (1 John 3:6).
• Shows the fact that whoever does sin 

doesn’t really know Christ (1 John 3:9); 
and

• Establishes the fact that whoever sins 
is of the Devil and we know that whoever 
is truly abiding in Christ is abiding in Him 
because of their lifestyle of not living in sin 
(1 John 3:8-9).

The Confi dence of our Calling: 
Ephesians 1

This chapter may contain the single 
greatest verses for evidence that God has 
called us and sealed us ahead of time…
before we were born and even before the 
earth existed.  

Here’s why I can say that with assur-
ance.  God has said in His Word that He 
choose us before the foundation or cre-
ation of the world (Eph 1:4), He predes-
tined or predetermined to have us adopted 
into His family (Eph 1:5), He revealed this 
mystery to us because it pleased Him (Eph 

1:9), and it was by His predetermined 
counsel that we have already obtained an 
inheritance (Eph 1:11).  None of this would 
be possible unless it was made so by Christ 
(Eph 1:20).

This chapter:
• Shows that God planned to save us 

long before we or the earth even existed 
(Eph 1:4).

• Shows that God planned all along to 
adopt us into His family because it pleased 
Him to do so (Eph 1:5); and

• Shows that our inheritance as adopted 
children was all His idea (Eph 1:11).

The Confi dence Our Father’s 
Love: Psalm 103

I remember giving this chapter as a 
Bible study to the local nursing home res-
idents and the tenderness of this psalm 
made one lady cry.  Why?  

It was because it made her think about 
her own father who had many years ago 
gone to be with the Lord and how much 
her earthly father loved her but as much 
as he loved her, her heavenly Father loves 
her even more.  

We are reminded to contemplate all of 
God’s wonderful benefi ts (Psalm 103:2).  
We should remember that He is very 
slow to anger but rich in mercy toward us 
(Psalm 103:8) and that He has graciously 
removed our sins as far from us as infi nity 
(Psalm 103:12). God knows that we are 
very fragile and that He really didn’t deal 
with us according to our sins in the way 
that we surely deserved (Psalm 103:10, 
14). 

This chapter:
• Reminds me that God is greater than 

any loving earthly father (Psalm 103:13).
• Tells me that God doesn’t actually give 

us what we deserve because of our sins 
(Psalm 103:10).

• Reminds me that God has taken our 
sins away from us so far that we cannot 
even imagine it in our fi nite minds (Psalm 
103:12); and

• Tells me that His mercy is upon those 
who fear Him for all time (Psalm 103:17).

SOURCE: 
whatchristianswanttoknow.com

TOUGH TIMES 
FIVE BIBLE CHAPTERS TO HELP YOU THROUGH ROCKY TIMES
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Time for Some Financial
Spring Cleaning

In just a few days, we will 
experience the vernal equinox – 
one of the two times in the year 
when the sun is exactly above 
the equator. Apart from this 
astronomical anomaly, though, 
the equinox is mostly known 
as the beginning of spring – a 
fresh beginning and the time to 
spruce things up. This year, as 
you tidy up your home and sur-
roundings, why not also consider 

Here are a few ideas for 

order: 

 Over the years, many of us 
tend to pick up duplicate items 

and crannies of our homes, gath-
ering dust and remaining unused. 
Over time, your investment 
portfolio can also accumulate 
redundancies – that is, you might 
own several investments that are 
essentially similar. It might be 
appropriate to replace some of 
these and broaden your holdings. 

 You own cer-
tain things for certain reasons 

a microwave to heat the food 
and so on. As an investor, you 
should be following a goal-based 
strategy that includes the match-
ing of certain investments with 
certain objectives. For example, 
you might own stocks or mutu-
al funds to eventually provide 
the capital appreciation potential 
you’ll need to retire comfort-
ably. But you might also own 
other vehicles, such as bonds or 

to provide you with a source of 
regular income. 

 Over a long winter, 
your windows can get dirty and 
grimy, so, when spring arrives, 
you may want to get out the glass 
cleaner – and when you’re done, 
you’ll be able to see out more 
clearly. Over time, your invest-
ment strategy may get somewhat 
“dusty,” too, especially if you’ve 

in your life, such as a new job, 
a new child or even a new plan 
for retirement. By periodically 
reviewing your investment strat-
egy, you’ll be able to clarify your 
vision for the future. 

 If you poke 
around your garage, shed or 
other storage area, you may well 

tools, paint thinners and engine 

– that could be dangerous, either 
because they aren’t stored prop-
erly or they’re hard to see and 
can cause trips and falls. As part 
of your spring cleaning, you’d 
want to get these objects out of 
harm’s way to safeguard your-
self and your family. But when 

-
tion, are you also exposing your-

If something were to happen to 
you, could your family members 

help keep their lifestyle intact 
if you weren’t around, you’ll 
need adequate life insurance. 
And to avoid burdening your 
grown children with potentially 
huge expenses should you ever 
need some type of long-term 
care, such as an extended nursing 
home stay, you may want to talk 

-
tection strategies. 

By taking some spring clean-
ing measures, you can brighten 
your living space for the seasons 
ahead. And by applying some 
of the same principles to your 

help improve the prospects for 
meeting your important goals.     

This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor. 

Edward Jones, Member SIPC
 
Edward Jones is a licensed insurance 

producer in all states and Washington, 
D.C., through Edward D. Jones & Co., 
L.P. and in California, New Mexico 
and Massachusetts through Edward 
Jones Insurance Agency of California, 
L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance 
Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; and 
Edward Jones Insurance Agency of 
Massachusetts, L.L.C.

Clint Whitcome 
Financial Advisor 
121 W. Main St. Suite 1 
New Hampton, IA 50659 
641-394-4449

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

This is one of the most common questions seniors and 
their loved ones face with advancing age. At New Hampton 
Nursing and Rehab Center – Kensington Place, we understand 
how difficult this decision can be. We are here to support you 
along the way and have provided information to help with the 
process.

Top five reasons it may be time to choose Assisted Living:

increase in forgetfulness, it may be time for assisted living. 
This may include forgetting to take important medications, 
forgetting to turn the stove off, frequently misplacing important 
items, etc. 

with yardwork and housework become too much, it may be 
time for assisted living. We take care of the chores so you can 
enjoy your life.

becomes more important with age, and often harder to come 
by. Joining an assisted living community can bring social 
interaction and companionship to those who have lost close 
friends and loved ones.

common accidents among the elderly and can become a life-
threatening safety hazard. Staff are always around to help in 
assisted living facilities, providing a safer environment as well 
as immediate help when a fall occurs.

conditions need more frequent monitoring, or an injury has 
a long recovery, assisted living may be the right choice. Staff 
assist with cares as necessary and a nurse is always available. 
This cuts back on the need for frequent doctor appointments 
or hospitalizations.

As you or your loved one consider the move to assisted 
living, think through the list above and what assisted living 
might mean for you. Here at Kensington Place, we provide a 
home-like environment allowing individuals to remain as active 
and independent as they desire, while receiving the assistance 
necessary. This gives individuals the opportunity to enjoy life 
instead of worrying about the pressures of daily tasks. Please 
reach out for more information, guidance, or support. We are 
always here to help.

504 Short Ave.
New Hampton, IA

641-394-3316

703 S. 4th Ave.
New Hampton, IA

641-394-4153

When is the right time 
to move to Assisted 

Living?

OpenHouse
March 26, 27 & 28

Friday & Saturday 8 am - 6 pm
Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

Call: 1-800-632-5985

Factory Built Home Show
13 New Homes Available for Immediate 

Delivery

Horkheimer Homes

I would like to express my deep gratitude for the cards, 
gifts, and special notes that I have received for my 

retirement from so many community members and 
patrons at the New Hampton Public Library, both 

past and present. Thank you also for the surprise “last 
day” reception from the staff  on Feb. 25, and for all of  

you who stopped in to congratulate me. I am simply 
overwhelmed by all of  your kindnesses. I will miss you all, 
but hopefully, I will see many of  you again! Words cannot 
express what a blessing you have all been to me through 

the years and now as I retire. Thank you also to 
Bob Fenske for the nice “Farewell” article in the Tribune! 

May God bless you all for your many kindnesses.
With fond appreciation,

- Judy Knoll

Pickar 50th 
anniversary

Virgil and Pam Pickar of New Hampton are marking their 
50th Wedding Anniversary.  They were married on Saturday, 
March 20, 1971 at Immaculate Conception Church in North 
Washington.  

Virgil and Pam have lived in the New Hampton community all 
of their 50 years together.  They are retired from farming.   

Their family includes: Mike and Sarah, children Mitchel, 
Ryan, Karla and Beth of New Hampton, Kristen and Carl 
Reicks, children Samantha, Jeffrey, Jacob and Leander of New 
Hampton, Matt and Barb, children Preston, Megan, Jackie, Jay 
and Nicholas of New Hampton, Dan and Jen, children Carter 
and Kate of Marion,  Brian and Valerie, children Paige, Kylie and 
Hope of Charles City, Steve and Jaralyn, daughter Cloe of Forest 
City and Jon and Kelsey of Omaha, NE.  

A look back at Pickar-Schwickerath 
wedding day 50 years ago

Miss Pamela Schwickerath, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Reynold Schwickerath, and Virgil Pickar Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Virgil Pickar Sr., all of New Hampton were united in marriage 
Saturday, March 20, at 10:30 a.m. at Immaculate Conception 
Church, North Washington.

The Rev. Nestor Goedken offi ciated in the double ring cere-
mony.  Bouquets of mint and white glads and poms decorated 
the altar.  Gerald 
Pickar and Neal 
Schwickerath 
served the mass.

The bride was 
given in marriage 
by her father.  
She chose a fl oor 
length gown of 
rayon organza 
and Venise lace.  
The bodice was 
accented with 
a bib of ribbed 
organza, cen-
tered with tiny 
covered buttons 
and framed with 
a lattice of Venise lace.  The camoe neckline and bishop sleeves 
were edged with lace.  Small Venise lace daisies dotted the A-line 
silhouette skirt which cascaded into a full chapel length train.  A 
wide band of ribbed organza, bordered with Venise lace, edged 
the gown and train.

Her bouffant fi ngertip veil of imported bridal illusion was 
caught to a petal profi le of Venise lace with seed pearl trim.  
Orchids centered the bridal cascade.  Additional fl owers in the 
cascade were white poms, baby’s breath and stephanotis blos-
soms.

Miss Sharon Pickar, sister of the bridegroom, attended as 
maid of honor.  Miss Sandra Schwickerath, sister of the bride, 
was a bridesmaid.  They chose identical fl oor length gowns.  
White lace medallions accented the mid-empire waistlines above 
fl ow-away green chiffon A-line overskirts.  The bodices and 
sleeves were of allover green satin stitch embroidered on white 
silk organza lined with green peau de soie.  Mandarin collars of 
green satin highlighted the necklines and the full-length bishop 
sleeves ended in narrow band at the wrists.  Their headpiec-
es were of fl oral design satin ribbon loops and braid petal on 
combs.  Each of the bridesmaids carried a cascade of yellow 
chrysanthemums.

Daniel Schwickerath, brother of the bride, attended as best 
man, and Leonard Sinnwell of Nashua was groomsman.  The 
bridegroom and groomsmen wore dark, double-breasted tux-
edos.  Stephanotis blossoms formed the bridegroom’s bouton-
niere; the groomsmen each wore a white pom.

Gary Ries of Elma and Thomas Houser of Ionia ushered the 
guests.

The mother of the bride chose a shrimp double-knit dress 
adorned with matching lace.  A corsage of roses, stephanotis and 
baby’s breath, and bone-colored accessories complemented her 
outfi t.  The bridegroom’s mother chose a deep pink suit with 
matching accessories and a corsage of red roses.

A wedding dinner for 250 guests was catered by Mrs. Martin 
DeBettignies at the American Legion Hall in New Hampton.  
Dining room hostesses were Mrs. John Pontenberg and Mrs. 
Richard Helling.  Mrs. John Lambert and Mrs. John Nosbisch 
served the cake.  Guests were registered by Miss Carol Nosbisch.  
Mrs. David Christoph and Mrs. Robert Rosonke opened the gifts.

Mr. and Mrs. Pickar are graduates of the New Hampton 
Community High School.  The bride is a former student of the 
University of Northern Iowa and the bridegroom attended the 
North Iowa Area Community College at Mason City, and is cur-
rently completing Advanced Individual Training in the Army 
Reserves at Fort Leonard Wood, MO.

Virgil and Pam Pickar

Virgil and Pam Pickar on their 
wedding day — March 20, 1971

Turkey Valley grad receives 
loan repayment award 

Three Iowa dentists, including one who attended high 
school at Turkey Valley, are the 2021 recipients of educational 
loan repayment awards from the Fulfi lling Iowa’s Need for 
Dentists (FIND) project, a 
collaborative public-private 
partnership. 

This program engages 
dentists to establish dental 
practices in designated Iowa 
priority counties, and to 
devote at least 35 percent of 
their practice to individuals 
who disproportionately face 
barriers to access care. This 
includes children and adults 
enrolled in Medicaid, vul-
nerable older adults, people 
with disabilities, and other 
historically underserviced 
populations. 

Dr. Annalee Fencl of 
Northeast Iowa Pediatric 
Dentistry in Decorah was 
one of the dentists to receive $100,000 in loan repayment 
funds from the FIND project in return for a fi ve-year commit-
ment. This includes $75,000 from Delta Dental of Iowa and 
the State of Iowa and a combination of community match and 
other contributions from local organizations.

Fencl, who many knew as Annie Reicks in high school, is 
the daughter of John and Lynnie Reicks of Lawler. She and her 
husband Cody reside in rural Decorah.

Fencl graduated from the University of Iowa College of 
Dentistry and Dental Clinics in 2013 and fi nished her pediatric 
residency there in 2015. 

Following graduation, she purchased a building in Decorah 
and started a new solo pediatric dental practice. With the clos-
est pediatric dentist 60 miles away, Fencl serves Winneshiek 
County families and also a large number of children from 
surrounding counties. 

Primus Dental Construction, McFadden Insurance, and 
Honkamp Kruger, along with local banks provided support 
for her award. Iowa Area Development Group and rural utility 
companies also contributed toward community match.

Initial investments in a dental practice are signifi cant. 
The average new practice can require close to $475,000 for 
construction costs or remodeling of an existing facility, along 
with new equipment and technology. This is in addition to 
educational debt, which for most dentists averages more than 
$290,000.

Dr. Annie Fencl

Food, shelter grant applications 
due by the end of the month

Chickasaw County has been awarded $10,833 in federal funds 
to expand the capacity of food and shelter programs in the county. 

The funds are made available through the Department of 
HomelandSecurity (DHS)/Federal Emergency Management 
Agency under the Emergency Food and Shelter National (EFSP) 
Board Program.

A local board will meet on April 7, to determine how the funds 
are to be distributed among emergency food and shelter programs 
run by local service agencies in the Chickasaw County area.

Under the terms of the grant, local agencies chosen to receive 
funds must: 

• Be private voluntary nonprofi ts or units of government
• Be eligible to receive federal funds, have an accounting system.
• Practice non-discrimination.
• Have demonstrated the capability to deliver emergency food 

and/or shelter programs.
• Have a voluntary board if they are a private voluntary orga-

nization.
Public or private voluntary agencies interested in applying for 

EFSP funds should contact Sheri Alldredge at the Iowa Northland 
Regional Council of Governments by calling 319-235-0311 for an 
application.

Applications must be received by March 31 and award 
announcements will be made later this spring by the council of 
governments, which will be administering the grants that are 
part of the federal government’s efforts to help those affected by 
COVID.

Mobile Food Bank to distribute this Thursday
The Northeast Iowa Mobile Food Bank will make its monthly

stop in New Hampton this Thursday.
Food will be distributed from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran

Church, 221 S. Water Ave. Those who would like to volunteer to
help should go to the church at 4 p.m.

The Tribune incorrectly reported that the Mobile Food Bank
would stop in New Hampton last week and the newspaper apolo-
gizes to any residents who went to the church to pick up food last
week.

Turkey Valley to hold 2021-22 
preschool registration Wednesday
Turkey Valley preschool registration for the 2021-22 school 

year is this Wednesday from 3:45 to 6 p.m.
Registration will be held in the lunchroom/commons area 

located right inside of the high school gym entrance doors.  
Please bring your child’s birth certifi cate as proof of birth 

date and his/her social security number.  
If parents are unable to attend registration, they may may 

send a friend or relative who can register your child on your 
behalf.  

Those attending the preschool registration are reminded 
that it is Turkey Valley’s district policy to wear masks while 
inside the school building.

Those interested in purchasing Tribune 
photos should email editor@nhtrib.com
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Shirley A. Ptacek, age 87 of 
Cresco and formerly of Lourdes, 
passed away on Monday, March 
8, 2021, at Howard County 
Regional Health Services in 
Cresco.

A Mass of Christian Burial 
was held at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
March 12, 2021 at Our Lady 
of Lourdes in Lourdes, with 
Father Jerry Kopacek celebrat-
ing the Mass. The funeral mass 
was streamed on the Conway-
Markham Funeral Home’s 
Facebook page.

There was visitation at the 
church from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
prior to the funeral mass on 
Friday. 

Burial will be at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Cemetery.

Shirley Ann was born June 6, 
1933, the daughter of Bernard 
“Ben” and Anna (Daley) Kramer 
in Elma. 

She attended country school 
before graduating from St. 
Bernard Catholic Church in Alta 
Vista. After graduating, Shirley 
attended Briar Cliff College in 
Sioux City. 

Between her fi rst year and 

second year at college, Shirley 
worked as a long distance tele-
phone operator in Mason City. 

As she fi nished her college 
career, she met her future 
husband, Clement Ptacek at a 
dance in Spillville. The couple 
were united in marriage April 
2, 1956, at St. Bernard Catholic 
Church in Alta Vista. 

The couple made their home 
in rural Lourdes on what’s now 
known as the Ptacek farm. 

Together they farmed side by 
side and welcomed their four 
children — Julie, Rick, Denny, 
and Jo. They retired in 1993, 
moving to Cresco. 

In their retirement they 
enjoyed their family and spend-
ing time together. Shirley was 
an avid painter, gardener, and 
spoiled her family with her 
homemade kolaches and rohliky. 

Those left to cherish her 
memory are her children, Julie 
(Ken) Balk of West Union, Rick 
(Lynn) of Mason City, Denny 
(Mary) Ptacek of Lourdes, and 
Jo (DeWayne) Purdy of Dike; 
her grandchildren, Matthew 
(Amy) Balk, Liz (Nick) Kofron, 
Joe Balk, Logan (Nichole) 
Ptacek, Dylan (Hannah) Ptacek, 
Ben Purdy, Emily Purdy and 
Austin Ptacek; sisters-in-law, 
Theresa Dumsky and Kathy 
Ptacek; and numerous nieces 
and nephews.

She was preceded in by her 
parents; her husband, Clem in 
1999; her siblings, Mercedes 
Hentges and Norbert Kramer’ 
and several sisters-in-law and 
brothers-in-law.

Shirley A. Ptacek, 87

Shirley Ptacek

Merle Francis Roths, age 
97, passed away peacefully 
Monday, Feb. 8, 2021, at the 
Vinton Lutheran Home.

Graveside services will be 
held at Evergreen Cemetery in 
Vinton at a later date. 

Merle was born January 8, 
1924, in rural Ionia, the son 
of Alfred M. and Caroline E. 
Arnhalt Roths. He was baptized 
and confi rmed in the Catholic 
faith in Ionia. He graduat-
ed from New Hampton High 
School in 1942.

On Sept. 15, 1948, Merle was 
united in marriage with Evelyn 
Jane McIntyre at St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Vinton. 

Merle farmed for three years 
in New Hampton. 

He later moved to Vinton 
and farmed on the Whitmore 
farm for 17 years. He later 
owned and operated Roths Dx 
Oil Company for 21 years. 

After retiring, he worked 
for the Ford dealership and 
Century 21 Real Estate.

Merle was an avid sports 
fan. He was a state champi-
on wrestler in high school and 
was inducted into the Iowa 
Wrestling Hall of Fame in 2019. 

He enjoyed traveling to see 
family, playing cards at the 
Senior Center and dancing every 
Friday night in Independence 
with Evelyn by his side.

He was a member of St. Mary 
Catholic Church in Vinton and 
was a charter member and 
was very active in Knights of 
Columbus. He was also a past 
member of the Daybreakers 
Kiwanis.

Merle is survived by his wife 

of 72 years, Evelyn, of Vinton; 
son, Michael (Jolynn) Roths 
of Stevensville, Montana; sis-
ter, Imelda Krall of Charles 
City; grandchildren, Chad 
(Conny) Houk, Missoula, 
Montana, Trinity (Bob) Houk, 
Missoula, Montana, Shawna 
(Mark) Fesler, Lolo, Montana, 
and Tanna (Erik) Hayward, 
Stevensville, Montana; eight 
great-grandchildren; and one 
great-great-grandson. He is 
also survived by former daugh-
ter-in-law, Becky Holst, Duluth, 
Minnesota; and son-in-law, 
David Isbell, Vinton.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents; son, Bruce (1979); 
daughter, Sheila (2010); sis-
ter, Eileen Ball; and brothers, 
Delbert, Vincent and LaVern 
Roths.

Van Steenhuyse-Russell 
Funeral Home is caring 
for Merle and his family. 
Condolences may be left at 
www.vsrfh.com.

Merle Francis Roths, 97

Merle Roths

Fred Harlan Emkes, 83, of 
Cedar Falls, passed away on 
Saturday, March 6, 2021, at the 
Martin Suites at Western Home 
Communities. 

He was born November 13, 
1937, in Grundy Center, son of 
Anton and Jennie (Hempen) 
Emkes. 

Fred graduated in 1956 from 
Fredericksburg High School. 

He married Suzanne 
Ashby on June 22, 1963 in 
Fredericksburg.

Fred was preceded in death 
by his parents; a brother, 
Herman Emkes; and a brother-
in-law, John Kottke. 

He is survived by his wife; 
two sons, Ed (Tammy) of Cedar 
Falls, and Jack (Tammy) of 
Marion; fi ve grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; 
a brother, George (Molly) of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico; a 
sister, Jeanette Kottke of New 
Hampton; a sister-in-law, 
LaVonne Emkes of Waverly; 

three nephews; and two nieces.
Per Fred’s wishes and due 

to COVID, there will be a pri-
vate family service with buri-
al at Garden of Memories. 
Condolences may be left at 
www.DahlFuneralHome.com 
and memorials may be directed 
to the Alzheimer’s Association.

Fred Harlan Emkes, 83

Fred Emkes

Our online readers 
believe the Iowa men’s 
basketball team will make 
a “run” in the NCAA 
tournament that starts this 
week as 49 percent believe 
the Hawkeyes will make at 
least the Sweet Sixteen, 
with 15 percent believing 
they’re Final Four bound 
and 11 percent said Iowa 
will win the national title.

This week we’re asking 
our readers how they feel 
about spring breaks for 
K-12 schools. Vote today 
online at nhtrib.com.

History
• In 1802, the United 

States Military Academy 
– the fi rst military school 
in the United States – is 
founded by Congress for 
the purpose of educating 
and training young men in 
the theory and practice of 
military science.

• In 1926, the fi rst man 
to give hope to dreams of 
space travel is American 
Robert H. Goddard, who 
successfully launches the 
world’s fi rst liquid-fueled 
rocket at Auburn, Massa-
chusetts,

• In 1945, the west Pa-
cifi c volcanic island of Iwo 
Jima is declared secured 
by the U.S. military after 
weeks of fi ercely fi ghting 
its Japanese defenders.

• In 1985, Lebanon, 
Islamic militants kidnap 
American journalist Terry 
Anderson, and he will 
remain in captivity until 
December 1991.

Birthdays
• James Madison, the 

fourth president of the 
United States, was born in 
1751.

• The late comedic actor 
and longtime MDA Tele-
thon host Jerry Lewis was 
born in 1926.

• NBA star Joel Embiid 
turns 27.

• NBA player Blake Grif-
fi n turns 32.

Corrections
• The Tribune wants to 

make sure all information 
it presents is accurate and 
correct.

If you see an error, 
please call Editor Bob 
Fenske at 641-394-2111.

Almanac
 H L P
Monday 59 32 --
Tuesday 65 31 --
Wednesday 64 29 .35
Thursday 48 23 --
Friday 65 28 --
Saturday 51 23 --
Sunday 49 21 T

Forecast
Tuesday: Partly cloudy 

with a high of 37 and a low 
of 27.

Wednesday: Mostly 
cloudy with chance of rain; 
high 41, low 32.

Thursday: Mostly 
cloudy with slight chance 
of rain; high 45, low 28.

Friday: Mostly sunny 
with a high of 48 and low 
of 28.

Early weekend fore-
cast: Sunny both days 
with highs in the 50s and 
lows in the 30s.
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Nichole “Nikki ” Lee 
Schluetter, age 41 of New 
Hampton, died peacefully and 
surrounded by her family on 
Friday, March 12, 2021, at the 
Hospice Home in Waterloo.

Friends may greet the fam-
ily from 3 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
March 18, 2021, at the 
Hugeback-Johnson Funeral 
Home & Crematory in New 
Hampton followed by a 7 p.m. 
service with Rev. Brian Dellaert 
presiding. 

Interment services will be 
held at 1 p.m. Friday, March 
19, 2021 at Calvary Cemetery in 
New Hampton. 

All services are open to the 
public but if unable to attend 
in person please join the family 
online at the Hugeback Johnson 
Funeral Home Facebook page 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday.

Nichole “Nikki” Lee 
Schluetter was born July 
19, 1979, in New Hampton, 
the daughter of Steven and 
Kathleen (Galligan) Johnson. 
She was the second of four chil-
dren in her family. 

Born a tiny, premature baby, 
she was a fi ghter from the very 
beginning of her life. Nikki 
and her siblings were incred-
ibly close. Her siblings fondly 
remember their dad teaching 
Nikki to pinch to defend her-
self from her older brother, 
but instead used it against the 
younger two, with mom having 
to step in to break it up. 

Nikki’s younger years were 
split between the two places she 
called home — Plano, Texas, 
and New Hampton. 

She attended New Hampton 
High School and was a mem-
ber of the New Hampton Class 
of 1998. In school, she played 
the violin in the orchestra. Her 
mother remembers her using 
her skills playing quickly, but 
perfectly, to calm herself down 
when feeling upset. Nikki was 

never one to be coddled and 
had a strong inner strength to 
get through life’s challenges in 
her own independent way.

Nikki graduated from NICC 
in Calmar  with an associates of 
arts degree in December 2019. 
Continuing her education was 
important to her, and she was 
currently taking additional 
business courses. 

She was employed by 
TriMark Corporation in New 
Hampton, working as a quality 
support clerk. She was dedicat-
ed to her work and loved her 
work family. Nikki was a young 
mother to Rebecca, Katelyn, 
and Austin. She loved them 
with her whole heart and trea-
sured her time with them.

She found the love of her life 
and best friend, Jamie, and the 
two married on June 4, 2016. 
They built a happy life together 
based on their deep friendship 
and love for one another. They 
found happiness in the sim-
ple things in life like going for 
long drives, stopping at small 
town restaurants for a bite to 
eat, snowmobiling, and going 
fi shing. 

Clear Lake was a favorite for 
them as they spent many week-
ends camping, boating, and 

fi shing there. Nikki and Jamie 
loved to go to live concerts 
together. Nikki was an easy 
going person who found enter-
tainment in coloring, playing 
board and card games, work-
ing on home projects, cooking, 
and watching The Game Show 
Network. 

Nikki was very close to her 
Grandma Janet and enjoyed 
playing Wingo with her. The 
rest of her free time was spent 
napping or being with her 
beloved dog, Rocket. Nikki’s 
family and friends valued her 
compassion. 

Putting others’ needs above 
her own. She could tell when 
loved ones were upset, and 
always was asking what she 
could do to be there for them. 
She faced her struggles head on 
but always managed to fi nd the 
bright side and put on a genu-
ine smile. She never gave up on 
herself and always believed she 
could accomplish anything.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Jamie; three children, 
Rebecca Gebel of Ankeny, 
Katelyn Gebel of Sioux City, 
and Austin Gebel of Moville; 
her parents, Steven and 
Kathleen Johnson of Playa 
del Carmen, Mexico; siblings, 
Michael (Melissa) Johnson of 
Waterloo; Christopher Johnson 
and Laura Johnson, both of 
Providence Village, Texas; 
paternal grandmother, Sharon 
Johnson of New Hampton; 
maternal grandmother, Janet 
Galligan of New Hampton; 
mother-in-law, Rosemary 
Schluetter of New Hampton; 
and many aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

She was preceded in death 
by her maternal grandfather, 
Charles Galligan; paternal 
grandfather, Walter Johnson; 
cousins, Jonathan Galligan and 
Jesse Johnson; and father-in-
law, Robert Schluetter.

Nichole ‘Nikki’ Lee Schluetter, 41

Nikki Schluetter

The family of Bill Orthaus, would like to express our 
sincere gratitude to family, friends, neighbors, and 

 
We were truly blessed with the phone calls, visits, cards,  

 

everything you’ve done for Dad and our family and the beautiful 

Your thoughtfulness will always be remembered,
Therese Orthaus

Ken and Susan Orthaus and family
Jim and Michelle Orthaus and family

Ron and Patty Orthaus and family
Duane and Pam Nie and family

Jason and Lisa Orthaus and family

Local organization celebrating National Social Work Month
As part of March’s National Social Work Month 

celebration, Northeast Iowa Court Appointed 
Special Advocates (CASA) recognizes and appre-
ciates those who devote their lives to bettering 
the lives of others. 

Social workers strive to build a stronger com-
munity for all people, and CASA is a proud part-
ner in the effort to secure a brighter future for 
children in the foster care system.

CASA programs collaborate with the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) and other 
key advocates in the child welfare system to 
ensure that children who have been removed 
from their homes due to abuse or neglect are 
kept safe and their needs are met while they are 
in state care.

CASA volunteers come from all walks of life 
and backgrounds, but all have one thing in com-
mon – a passion for helping children. 

They are appointed to advocate for a child’s 

best interests and get to know the child person-
ally, as well as speak with everyone involved in
the child’s life, including social workers, foster
parents, therapists and more, so that they can
make well-informed and holistic recommenda-
tions to the court. 

The Northeast Iowa CASA program is one of 
the CASA programs in Iowa that recruit, screen
and train these volunteers.

Offi cials are asking area residents to consider 
becoming volunteers.

"We dream of a day when CASA is no longer
needed because every child is safe, protected 
and loved,” CASA Program Coordinator Kerry 
Brennan said in a recent press release. “But 
until then, Northeast Iowa CASA will continue
to work tirelessly to create a brighter, more con-
nected future for children in the child welfare 
system.” 

For more information, visit iamforthechildio-
wa.com or email kerry.bren-
nan@dia.iowa.gov.

Make Your 
Wallet 
Happy

Sell Your Stuff for 
Extra Cash and 

Sell It FAST

For More Details 

Call 641-394-2111

(

MercyOne New Hampton to hold 
‘Babysitting 101’ class on April 19
MercyOne New Hampton Medical Center will host its 

“Supersitters: Babysitting 101” on Monday, April 19, at the 
New Hampton Community Center.

There will be no school in New Hampton or Turkey Valley 
that day, and hospital offi  cials felt it would be a good move 
to hold the class in April instead of early in the summer.

The class will run from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and will give 
students the basics of child care — including an aware-
ness of safety with children and in the home, a compre-
hension of the basics of fi rst aid, how to call for emergen-
cy assistance and the quality characteristics of a good 
babysitter.

The class will also include “practice sessions” in which 
students will learn how to provide routine care to infants 
and toddlers.

The registration fee is $20 and participants will need to 
bring their own lunch. 

Registration forms are available at New Hampton Middle 
School, St. Joseph Community School and on the Mercy-
One Facebook page under the event listing “Babysitting 
101.”

The class is limited to 20 students and past classes 
have fi lled up rather quickly so those interested are urged 
to register as soon as possible.
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ELECTRIC UTILITY 
COMMUNICATIONS BOARD 

ROOM
MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2021 5:00 P.M.

The Board of Trustees of the New 
Hampton Municipal Light Plant met for 
a regular meeting on Monday March 8, 
2021 at 5:00 pm in the board room at the 
Communications Office at 112 East Main 
Street, New Hampton, IA.

Board members present were Cantu, 
Hendricks and Babcock.  General Man-
ager Brian Quirk and City Clerk Karen 
Clemens were also present.

The meeting was called to order by 
Board Chair pro-tem Babcock at 5:00 
p.m.

Moved by Cantu, seconded by Hen-
dricks; That the agenda be approved as 
presented.  Ayes - Three.  Nays – None.  
Absent – Dahl and Anderson.  Motion 
carried.

Dahl arrived on the telephone at 5:01 
p.m.

Moved by Hendricks, seconded by 
Cantu; That the minutes of the February 
8, 2021 regular meeting be approved as 
presented.  Ayes - Four.  Nays – None.  
Absent – Anderson.  Motion carried.

Quirk noted that the large payable to 
Consolidated Energy, $270,380.81, is a 
result of the Polar Vortex which affected 
the country’s electric supply, will be par-
tially reimbursed.  Moved by Hendricks, 
seconded by Cantu; That claims in the 
amount of $659,262.03, be approved.  
Ayes - Four.  Nays – None.  Absent – 
Anderson.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hendricks, seconded by 
Cantu; That the Finance Reports for Feb-
ruary, 2021, be approved.  Ayes - Four.  
Nays – None.  Absent – Anderson.  Mo-
tion carried.

Attorney Kit O’Donohoe arrived at 
5:12 p.m.

Steve Samec with Hacker Nelson PC, 
LLC presented the audit for Fiscal Year 
2019/2020.  Moved by Cantu, seconded 
by Hendricks; That the FY2019-2020 
Audit be approved and filed with the 
state auditor, be approved. Ayes - Four.  
Nays – None.  Absent – Anderson.  Mo-
tion carried.

Quirk explained to the Board that 
they are ready to proceed with the final 
part of Phase 1 construction which is 
meter socket installation.  A public hear-
ing needs to be set and accept bids for 
this portion of the project.  Board Mem-
ber Hendricks introduced the following 
Resolution No. 915 entitled “RESOLU-
TION ORDERING CONSTRUCTION 
OF CERTAIN PUBLIC IMPROVE-
MENTS, AND FIXING A DATE FOR 
HEARING THEREON AND TAKING 
OF BIDS THEREFOR,” and moved that 
the same be adopted.  Board Member 
Cantu seconded the motion to adopt.  
Ayes:  Cantu, Dahl, Hendricks, Babcock.  
Nays-None.  Absent-Anderson.  Resolu-
tion approved.

DGR Engineering is requesting 
an amendment #1 to Task Order No. 7 
– “Phase 1 Power Plant Substation Im-
provements”.  Approving this Amend-
ment #1 will authorize DGR Engineering 
to move into the Final Design, Bidding, 
and Construction Phases for this portion 
of the Phase 1 Electric System Improve-
ments projects.  Moved by Hendricks, 
seconded by Cantu;   That Resolution 
No. 916 RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 
AMENDMENT #1, TASK ORDER NO. 
7 BETWEEN DGR ENGINEERING 
AND NEW HAMPTON MUNICIPAL 
LIGHT PLANT – NEW HAMPTON, 
IOWA, DATED JUNE 11, 2015, be ap-
proved.  Ayes:  Cantu, Dahl, Hendricks, 
Babcock.  Nays-None.  Absent-Ander-
son.  Resolution approved.

Light Plant employee, Kyler Deutsch, 
completed his 2nd year apprenticeship 
with IAMU.  Quirk is recommending 
he receive a $.50/hour raise effective 
February 14, 2021.   Moved by Cantu, 
seconded by Hendricks; That RESOLU-
TION No. 917 A RESOLUTION TO 
INCREASE THE HOURLY WAGE 
OF KYLER DEUTSCH BY $.50 PER 
HOUR EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 14, 
2021 FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLE-
TION OF THE 2ND YEAR OF THE 
APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM, be ap-
proved. Ayes:  Cantu, Dahl, Hendricks, 
Babcock.  Nays-None.  Absent-Ander-
son.  Resolution approved.

During the Polar Vortex in February, 
Quirk needed additional staff to monitor 
the engines as they were running contin-
uously for several days.  Previous staff 
member Greg Heying agreed to assist 
Quirk during this time of crisis.  Moved 
by Hendricks, seconded by Cantu;   That 
Resolution No. 918 RESOLUTION TO 
HIRE GREG HEYING FOR A ONE-
TIME INCIDENT AT $45 PER HOUR, 
be approved.  Ayes:  Cantu, Dahl, 
Hendricks, Babcock.  Nays-None.  Ab-
sent-Anderson.  Resolution approved.

Quirk requested to purchase a two-
wheel Reel Trailer with a hydraulic 
motor to assist with the construction proj-
ects over the next several years.  Moved 
by Hendricks, seconded by Cantu;   That 
General Manager Brian Quirk is au-
thorized to purchase a Felling FT-10R 
Turret Trailer from Murphy’s Tractor & 
Equipment for $14,500 for the NHMLP, 
be approved. Ayes - Four.  Nays – None.  
Absent – Anderson.  Motion carried.

Quirk requested to hire one addi-
tional staff person to replace Heying.  He 
is interested in hiring an entry level em-
ployee.  Moved by Cantu, seconded by 
Hendricks;   That General Manager Brian 

Quirk is authorized to hire an additional 
staff member, be approved. Ayes - Four.  
Nays – None.  Absent – Anderson.  Mo-
tion carried.

General Manager Quirk update:
1. Shared the timeline of events 

during the Polar Vortex and energy 
shortage.  Noted that the NHMLP is the 
biggest generator for NIMECA.

2. Quirk appreciated the assistance 
from the City of New Hampton Street 
Dept during the vortex.

Moved by Hendricks, seconded by 
Cantu; That the meeting adjourn at 5:44 
p.m.   Ayes - Four.  Nays – None.  Absent 
– Anderson.  Motion carried.

ATTEST: KAREN CLEMENS, City 
Clerk      

JANINE BABCOCK, Board Chair 
Pro-Tem
NIMECA - Purchase Power, CTS Im-

provement Fund ...... $255,963.15
Lopez, Claudia - Refund of Account Bal-

ance .................................. $27.23
New Hampton, City of - Utility Bill .. ...  

...........................................$60.99
USPS - Postage for Utility Bills ..$113.70
Avitia, Diego - Refund of Account Bal-

ance .................................. $68.28
Treasurer, State of Iowa - Unclaimed 

Utility Bill Refund ........... $40.18
Ahlers & Cooney, P.C. - Legal Services   

.........................................$227.00
IAMU - Metering Workshop & Appren-

ticeship Prig (Kyler), Annual Electric 
Dues .......................... $10,165.00

Payroll Account - Salaries...$25,858.29
Visa - Blinds, Safety Wear, Tools, 

Cleaner, Metering Workshop .......  ...
......................................$1,022.14

Mercy Medical Center NH - Drug 
Screen ............................... $30.00

UnityPoint - Drug Screen ....... $42.00
US Cellular - iPad Service ..... $59.72
USPS - Postage for Utility Bills ..$132.39

Black Hills Energy - Natural Gas ...... ...  
......................................$1,899.23

IAMU - Apprenticeship Program 
(Kyler) ......................... $1,200.00

Madison National Life - Term Life and 
AD&D, Supplemental Life ..........  ...
...........................................$84.00

NIMECA - Annual Dues .. $3,038.39
Windstream - Phone Service .............. ...  

.........................................$116.98
USPS - Postage for Utility Bills......... ...  

...........................................$88.20
Payroll Account - Salaries ..$22,951.46
New Horizons Chamber of Commerce - 

February Payments on Utility Bills..   
.........................................$486.85

Bond Transfer ................. $51,000.00
Campbell Supply Co - Tools ...$729.17
City Laundering - Industrial Laundering 

Service.............................. $95.74
Consolidated Energy Co - Engine Fuel .   

..................................$270,380.81
Continental Research Corp - Degreaser 

for Engines ..................... $230.50
DGR Engineering - Distribution & Sub-

station Improvements, Misc .........  ...  
....................................$14,864.00

Fareway - Supplies ................. $39.98
Farr Technologies - Distribution Under-

ground Project ........... $19,713.92
Five Star Coop - Vehicle Gas ..$216.76
Fletcher-Reinhardt Co - Capacitor Rack 

Rebuild ........................ $1,391.00
Reimbursement .................... $234.38
Jendro Sanitation - Refuse ..... $58.00
John Deere Financial - Hose, Couples 

Kit, Sprays, Fans ............ $672.43
L & R Manufacturing - Welder, Welding 

Repairs ........................ $1,712.00
Mick Gage Plumbing & Heating - Re-

place Bathroom Plumbing, Furnace 
Repair .......................... $6,671.75

Mid-Continent Sales - Rebuild Cylinder 
Head, Gaskets (Engine 4) ............  ...  
....................................$14,538.51

Mitko - Wire Hose & Ends .... $42.58
Mohawk Electric - Repairs (Engine #3)   

.........................................$160.50
New Hampton Electric - Conduit ...... ...  

.........................................$218.28
New Hampton Tribune - Publications ...   

.........................................$230.89
NIMECA - Disability Insurance ...... .....  

.........................................$384.32
Rapid Printers - UPS Shipping, Office

Supplies ............................ $95.40
Riley’s - Ink Cartridge ........... $50.28
Schueth Ace Hardware - Cable, Screws,

PVC Pipe, Wire Rope .... $365.28
Skarshaug Testing Labs - Clean & Test

Equipment ................... $1,484.37
Wheeler World Inc - Fuel Lines for En-

gines ............................ $1,006.00
Total .............................. $710,262.03
Less Transfers ................. $51,000.00
TOTAL TO BE APPROVED ............ ...  

..................................$659,262.03
PAYROLL CHECKS WRITTEN

SINCE FEBRUARY 8, 2021
AFLAC - Supplemental Insurance ..... ...  

.........................................$131.62
Ameritas Life Insurance - Deferred

Comp .............................. $464.45
Ameritas Life Insurance - Deferred

Comp .............................. $354.66
EFTPS - FICA & Federal Taxes ........ ...  

......................................$4,995.96
EFTPS - FICA & Federal Taxes ........ ...  

......................................$3,821.32
Iowa Dept of Revenue - State Withhold-

ing Tax ........................ $1,501.72
Treasurer, State of Iowa - IPERS ....... ...  

......................................$5,788.41
Wellmark - Health & Dental Insurance .   

......................................$6,401.52
Total Payroll .................... $23,459.66

No. 20877
03/16/21

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
UTILITY BOARD ROOM       

MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2021 5:15 P.M.
The members of the Telecommunica-

tions Board of Trustees met for a regu-
lar meeting on Monday, March 8, 2021 
at 5:15 p.m. in the Telecommunications 
Office at 112 East Main Street, New 
Hampton.

Board members present were Bab-
cock, Cantu, Dahl (via phone), Hen-
dricks.  Anderson was absent. Attorney 
Christopher O’Donohoe, General Man-
ager Brian Quirk and City Clerk Karen 
Clemens were also present.

The meeting was called to order by 
Chairperson Pro-Tem Babcock at 5:45 
p.m.

Moved by Hendricks, seconded by 
Cantu; That the agenda be approved as 
presented.  Ayes – Four.  Nays – None.  
Absent – Anderson.  Motion carried.

Moved by Cantu, seconded by Hen-
dricks; That the minutes of the regular 
meeting minutes of February 8, 2021 
be approved as presented.  Ayes – Four.  
Nays – None. Absent – Anderson.  Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Hendricks, seconded by 
Cantu; That claims in the amount of 
$61,630.53 be approved. Ayes – Four.  
Nays – None.  Absent – Anderson.  Mo-
tion carried.

Moved by Hendricks, seconded by 
Cantu; That the Finance Report for Feb-
ruary 2021, be approved. Ayes – Four.  
Nays – None. Absent – Anderson.  Mo-
tion carried.

The monthly budget report from 
FARR Technologies was presented for 
review.

Steve Samec with Hacker Nelson PC, 
LLC presented the audit for Fiscal Year 
2019/2020.  Moved by Hendricks, sec-
onded by Cantu; That the FY2019-2020 
Audit be approved and filed with the state 
auditor. Ayes - Four.  Nays – None.  Ab-
sent – Anderson.  Motion carried.

City Clerk Karen Clemens shared 
with the board the work the city clerk’s 
office continues to do for the communi-
cations utility:

1. Learning Elation and transferring 
data into City Hall software

2. Bank Reconciliation, Payroll, 
Claims

3. Configuring the ACH files from 
A/R to bank account

4. Configuring inventory and stream-
lining that process

General Manager reported on the fol-
lowing items:

1.  The number of signups is close to 
300 with approximately 50 internet cus-
tomers

2. Waiting on CFU transport equip-
ment to be installed.

3. Having issues with splicing con-
tractors, expecting FARR Technologies 
to address the issue.

4. Boring crews will be back in town 
the week of March 22, 2021

Moved by Cantu, seconded by Hen-
dricks; Motion to recognize and thank the 
staff at the New Hampton Municipal Light 
Plant for all the assistance they offer and 
for the extra effort they displayed during 
the Polar Vortex and the national electric 
shortage emergency.  New Hampton res-
idents and businesses never had a lapse 
is service; the entire staff is to be com-
mended.  Ayes – Four.  Nays – None.  
Absent – Anderson.  Motion carried.

Moved by Cantu, seconded by Hen-

dricks; That the meeting adjourn at 6:06 
p.m.  Ayes – Four.  Nays – None.  Absent 
– Anderson.  Motion carried

ATTEST: KAREN CLEMENS, City 
Clerk       

JANINE BABCOCK, Chairman Pro-
Tem
Payroll Account ....................Salaries....   

......................................$9,328.25
Payroll Account ....................Salaries....   

......................................$9,443.45
Iowa Dept of Revenue .......Sales Tax....   

.............................................$6.30
New Hampton, City of ..... Utility Bill....   

.........................................$660.97
Visa ......................................Supplies....   

......................................$2,182.38
Black Hills Energy ......... Natural Gas....   

.........................................$114.87
Madison National Life .. Term Life & 

AD&D, Supplemental Life..$66.17
Advanced Media Technologies Supplies   

.........................................$757.95
Aureon ................................Transport....   

......................................$2,685.00
CardConnect .................Monthly Fee....   

...........................................$30.00
Consortia ............ Consulting Support....   

.........................................$975.00
FARR Technologies Professional Fees ..   

....................................$16,543.39
Five Star CO-OP ......................... Gas....   

.........................................$131.51
Goldfield Telecom Access Equipment ...   

......................................$2,902.06
Graybar ................................Supplies....   

.........................................$135.38
Innovative Systems eLation Software In-

stall .............................. $2,745.16
Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities 

Broadband Membership Dues......  ...
......................................$1,775.00

Jendro ......................... Refuse Pickup....   
...........................................$58.00

M.T.S., Inc. ...........Window Washing....   
...........................................$64.20

Mick Gage Plumbing & Heating, Inc. ...
Solid Plastic Toilet Partitions.......  ...
......................................$4,312.10

New Hampton Electric .... Handy Box....   
...........................................$70.14

New Hampton Tribune .................Ad....   
...........................................$65.46

NIMECA ........... Disability Insurance....   
.........................................$150.66

Patriot Communications, LLC .... S i t e 

Survey ......................... $4,660.50
Power & Telephone .........Equipment....   

...........................................$47.27
Rapid Printers, Office World Office Sup-

plies ................................ $188.55
Schueth Ace Hardware ........B u i l d i n g 

Supplies ............................ $15.39
SmartSource Consulting Broadband Con-

sulting ............................. $673.58
Vern Laures Auto Center, Inc. ...A u t o 

Equipment ...................... $841.84
 ................................... $61,630.53
PAYROLL CHECKS WRITTEN 

SINCE FEBRUARY 8, 2021
EFTPS ...........FICA & Federal Taxes....   

......................................$1,343.20
EFTPS ...........FICA & Federal Taxes....   

......................................$1,337.31
Iowa Dept of Revenue State Withholding 

Tax ................................. $572.63
Treasurer, State of Iowa ..........IPERS....   

......................................$2,232.34
Wellmark .Health & Dental Insurance....   

......................................$2,784.83
 Total Payroll................ $8,270.31 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS, 
PROPOSED FORM OF CONTRACT, 
AND ESTIMATE OF COST FOR 
THE ELECTRIC METER CUTOVER 
– PHASE 1 FOR NEW HAMPTON 
MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT, NEW 
HAMPTON, IOWA.

Notice is hereby given that the Elec-
tric Utility Board of the New Hampton 
Municipal Light Plant, New Hampton, 
Iowa will meet at the Downtown Utili-
ties Office,112 East Main Street, New 
Hampton, Iowa 50659on April 12, 2021 
at 5:00 PM, at which time and place the 
Electric Utility Board will consider the 
adoption of plans and specifications, 
proposed form of contract and esti-
mate of cost for the above referenced 
improvement, which are now on file in 
the Downtown Utilities Office.  At said 
meeting the Electric Utility Board will 
receive and consider any objections to 
said plans, specifications, form of con-
tract and estimate of cost made by any 
interested party.

The general nature of the work on 
which bids will be received consists of 

the installation and connection of elec-
tric meters and meter sockets, conduit,
ground rods, ground wire and miscel-
laneous assembles. The project also
consists of removal of existing meter 
sockets, secondary conductor, conduit,
and miscellaneous assemblies. The proj-
ect includes the cutover of new and ex-
isting electric meters at residences and
businesses to the new underground pri-
mary distribution system.

The work is part of a distribution
system public improvement project 
which will be located at various loca-
tions throughout the City of New Hamp-
ton, Iowa.

Publication upon order of the Electric
Utility Board of New Hampton Munici-
pal Light Plant, New Hampton, Iowa.

Dated this 30th day of March 2021.
NEW HAMPTON MUNICIPAL 

LIGHT PLANT, NEW HAMPTON, 
IOWA

By /s/ Brian Quirk, General Manager
ATTEST: Vonnie Van Oort, Office 

Manager   

No. 20883
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Dorothy L. Nystel, age 67 
of New Hampton, passed away 
unexpectedly at her home on 
Thursday, March 11, 2021.

Visitation will be held from 
4 to 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 18, 2021, at Conway-
Markham Funeral Home in 
New Hampton. 

Burial will be held at a later 
date at Crane Creek Cemetery 
and Oak Grove Cemetery in 
Mitchell. 

In lieu of fl owers memorials 
may be directed to Save Our 
Strays in St. Ansgar and SNAP 
in New Hampton. Online con-
dolences may be left at www.
conway-markhamfh.com.

Dorothy Lea was born 
January 19, 1954, the daugh-
ter of Douglas and Anola (Bly) 
Roll in Minneapolis. As a small 
child, Dorothy’s parents moved 
the family to Mitchell. 

She attended school in 
Mitchell and later Osage High 
School. 

Through the years, Dorothy 
worked various jobs including 
working at a carnival, bartend-
ing and the majority of her 
working years were dedicated 
to TriMark until her retirement 
in 2004. One August evening 
in 1999 while out with friends, 
Dorothy met the love of her life, 
Irvin “Irv” Nystel.

 The couple were united 
in marriage on Oct. 1, 2005, 
at Faith Lutheran Church in 
Mitchell and made their home 
in New Hampton. 

In the years after retirement, 
Dorothy enjoyed quilting, 
working part time and she and 
Irv traveled across the nation. 
They made trips to see fami-
ly in Virginia, Oklahoma, and 
Florida. One of their most favor-
ite trips was to the mountains 
of Jackson Hole, Wyoming, for 
her nephew, Ryan’s wedding. 

She loved going to Kansas 
City for NASCAR races and 
Chicago’s Wrigley Field for 
Cubs games. Dorothy’s other 

favorite loves were reading, her 
two cats, Benjamin and Ace, 
and her family.

Those left to cherish her 
memories are her husband, 
Irv Nystel of New Hampton; 
two stepchildren, Leah (Bob) 
Nystel of Durant, Oklahoma,  
and Anita (Leroy) Reliford of 
Crestview, Florida; three step- 
grandchildren; two brothers, 
Dennis Tabor of Floyd, and 
Jody Roll of Mason City; three 
sisters, Judy (Dennis) Beyer of 
Fredericksburg, Kathy (Steve) 
Weipert of New Hampton and 
Nancy (Greg) Johnson of St. 
Ansgar; stepfather, Dean Beyer 
of Mitchell; two brothers-in-
law, Glenn (Ellen) Nystel of 
Manchester, and Wayne Nystel 
of New Hampton; two sisters-
in-law, Sara (Dale) James of 
Garner, and Sandra (Dan) 
Brummond of New Hampton; 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Douglas Roll 
and Anola Beyer; and her fi rst 
fi ancé, Rich Hilsman.

Dorothy L. Nystel, 67

Dorothy Nystel

City of Alta Vista
Council Meeting

Monday, March 1, 2021
The regular meeting for the City 

Council of Alta Vista convened on Mon-
day, March 1, 2021, at 6:00 PM with 
the following Council members present, 
Frank Burke, Amy Laures, Dean White, 
Keith Glaser, Rick Heying, and Kevin 
Crooks in the Alta Vista City Hall. The 
meeting was called to order by Mayor 
Frank Burke. 

Agenda was discussed. Laures made 
the motion, seconded by Glaser to ap-
prove the agenda. All ayes. Motion car-
ried.

The February 8, 2021 regular meet-
ing minutes were discussed. There are 2 
corrections. In the “Council is disputing 
check #3015 made to the City of North 
Washington for a deck gun as the coun-
cil believes we may already owe 1/3 of 
it” , “owe” should be “own”, and Crooks 
made the motion to adjourn, not Glaser. 
Glaser made the motion, seconded by 
Heying to approve the February 8, 2021 
regular meeting minutes with the correc-
tions. All ayes. Motion carried.

Visitor concerns were discussed.
Laures made the motion, seconded 

by Crooks to open the Public Hearing on 
the FY22 Proposed Property Tax Levy 
at 6:02 pm. All ayes. Motion carried. No 
comments registered by those attending 
and no written comments were received. 
Crooks made the motion, seconded by 
Glaser to close the Public Hearing on 
the FY22 Proposed Property Tax Levy at 
6:03 pm. All ayes. Motion carried.

 Glaser made the motion, seconded 
by Crooks to accept Resolution 2021-3-1 
approving the FY22Proposed Property 
Tax Levy. Roll call vote. Ayes: Glaser, 
Laures, White, Heying, Crooks. Nays: 
None. Absent: None. Motion carried.  

The FY22 Budget was discussed. 
After discussion, Laures made the mo-
tion, seconded by Glaser to set the Public 
Hearing for the FY22 Budget for March 
22nd, 2021 at 6:05 pm at City Hall. Ayes: 
Glaser, Laures, White, Heying, Crooks. 
Nays: None. Absent: None. Motion car-
ried.

Covid-19 was discussed. Glaser 
made the motion, seconded by White to 
rent the Hall out as long as Covid cases 
are low. All ayes. Motion carried.

Library was discussed. 

Fire Department was discussed. 
Ambulance was discussed. Laures 

provided an update that the current pro-
vider is seeking $228,000.00 for the next 
fiscal year, an increase from $195,000.00 
of the current fiscal year. Consensus of 
the council is that $228,000.00 is too 
much to accept. Other matters brought 
up were the exit clause and the audit por-
tion. Laures will provide an update at the 
March 22, 2021 meeting.

Council and Mayor wages were dis-
cussed. 

Resolution 2021-3-2 to change the 
allocation of the Local Option Sales Tax 
and Services Taxes was read. Revenues 
from the Local Option Sales Tax and 
Services Taxes are to be allocated as 
follows: 100% for water, sewer, storm 
sewer, streets, or electrical infrastruc-
ture. Glaser made the motion, seconded 
by Crooks to approve resolution 2021-3-
2. Roll call vote. Ayes: Glaser, Laures, 
White, Heying, Crooks. Nays: None. 
Motion carried. This item will be placed 
on the November 2, 2021 City of Alta 
Vista Election ballot. 

Brochure and Facebook page was 
discussed. 

Insurance was discussed. 
Truck was discussed. Crooks and 

Dale bought a 2011 Ford F-150 for 
$14,500.00 from Dan Deery. The con-
sensus of the council is to put the 2002 
Chevy Silverado out for sealed bids with 
a $1,000.00 minimum reserve and the 
council reserving the rights to accept or 
reject any and all bids. Sealed bids will 
be opened at the April meeting. 

Delinquents were discussed.
Water was discussed.
Sewer was discussed.
Streets were discussed.  
Sanitation was discussed.
Parks were discussed. 
Municipal Hall was discussed. 
Electric was discussed
Disbursements were discussed. 

Council is disputing check #3015 made 
to the City of North Washington for a 
deck gun as the council believes we may 
already own 1/3 of it. Clerk will look 
into this matter. Crooks made the mo-
tion, seconded by White to approve the 
disbursements besides check #3015. All 
ayes. Motion carried. 
February Disbursements
2995 Dan Deery ...............$14,500.00 

Truck 
2996 Buchholtz, Dale W ....$1,152.81 
1/2 February Salary
2997 Buchholtz, Dale W ....$1,152.81 
1/2 February Salary
2998 Holthaus, Jarrett ........$1,100.77 
Wages
2999 City of Alta Vista .........$357.83 
Utilities
3000 Crooks; Kevin ..............$140.56 
Mileage
3001 Fire Service Training Bureau
  .........................................$271.11 
Classes
3002 Holthaus; Jarrett .............$89.18 
Supplies Reimbursement
3003 Iowa One Call ..................$6.30 
Locates
3004 Jendro Sanitation .......$1,179.50 
Garbage
3005 Keystone Laboratories ...$12.80 
Drinking Water Analysis
3006 New Hampton Tribune $227.26 
Publications
3007 People’s Savings Bank ...$77.46 
HSA-February
3008
Postmaster .............................$163.00 
Stamps
3009 Wellmark ......................$622.54 
Health Insurance Premium- March
3010 Windstream ..................$147.54 
Telephone/Internet
3011 Alliant Energy .........$13,893.97 
Electric Purchase
3012 John Deere Financial ........$9.48 
Supplies
3013 Hanson Tire Service .....$450.00 
Tractor Tire
3014 Reddel, Crystal M ........$283.99 
Wages
3015 Void...................................... $ -   
3016 Terry-Durin Co ..............$87.50 
Fuses
3017 Innovative Ag Services $185.00 
LP- Library
ACH US Treasury ..............$2,058.44 
Withholdings
ACH IPERS .......................$1,073.01 
Withholdings ....................$24,742.86 
Library Account
1723 AV Express ....................$10.00 
Coupons
1724 AV Shopper ...................$50.00 
Ads
1725 City of Alta Vista ...........$30.74 
Utilities
1726 Schuckys ........................$20.00 

Coupons
1727 Karim, Parveen .........$1,179.08 
Wages
1728 AV Shopper ...................$25.00 
Advertising
1729 Biblionix ......................$800.00 
Renewal
1730 City of Alta Vista .........$712.21 
Payroll Liability Reimbursement
1731 New Hampton Tribune ..$49.50 
Subscription
1732 VISA ............................$135.96 
Supplies
  ......................................$3,012.49 
 .......................................27755.35
February Disbursements
General ..................................3857.17
Road Use Taxes ....................1573.57
Water .....................................1634.50
Sewer .....................................1656.31
Electric ................................16021.31
Utility Deposits ...........................0.00
Library ...................................3012.49
Economic Development ..............0.00
Total ....................................27755.35
February Receipts
General ..................................5944.58
Option Tax ............................2567.83
Road Use Tax ........................5825.08
Water .....................................3293.09
Sewer .....................................2294.74
Electric ................................25857.79
Utility Deposits ...........................0.17
Debt Service ................................0.00
Economic Development ..............0.01
Library .........................................0.00
Total ....................................45783.29

No financial reports were presented. 
Council and Mayor concerns were 

discussed.  Hall rent discussion will be 
added to the April meeting. 

 Glaser made the motion, seconded 
by Heying to adjourn at 7:44 PM. All 
ayes. Motion carried.

The next council meeting will be 
March 22, 2021 at 6:00 PM at Alta Vista 
City Hall.

Frank Burke, Mayor 
Attest: Jarrett Holthaus, City Clerk
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Residents can fi le for property tax 
credit at Treasurer’s Offi ce

The following Iowa residents are eligible to fi le a claim for 
property tax credit if their total 2020 household income is 
less than $24,206 and one of the following applies:

• 65 years of age or older as of Dec. 31, 2020
• Totally disabled and 18-65 years of age by Dec. 31, 

2020.
If you have not received a claim and are eligible, please 

contact the Chickasaw County Treasurer’s offi  ce at 641-
394-2107.

News Bits From Our Past
Week of March 14
1946 (75 years ago)
• Showing at Firemen’s is “Lone Texas 

Ranger,” starring Will Bill Elliott as Red Ryder 
with Bobby Blake and Alice Flemming; also 
showing at new Hampton’s movie house this 
week is “What Next, Corporal Hargrove?” and 
“The Spiral Staircase.

1971 (50 years)
• On Wednesday, March 10, Nobel Peace 

Prize winner Dr. Norman Borlaug, a native of 
Chickasaw County, was recognized by the Iowa 
Senate in Senate Concurrent Resolution 26. 

According to Sen. George Shawver of 
Fredericksburg, it is planned that Dr. Borlaug 
will be invited to address a joint meeting of the 
Legislature during this General Assembly.

1996 (25 years ago)
• On March 4, the new Ford F Series Pumper 

fi re truck rolled into town. The downtown wel-
come parade was short. It was lead by the new 
truck and ended with the same truck. 

Although it was the shortest parade in Lawler 
history, the giant fi refi ghting vehicle was quite 
a site as it traveled down Grove Street with its 
mighty light fl ashing. 

The local volunteer fi remen gathered at the 
station to check out the new pumper truck. 

2011 (10 years ago)
• When the next pair of New Hampton phy-

sicians head to Africa, they’ll be taking a bit of 

generosity with them. More than 100 dresses 
for girls and as many pairs of shorts for young 
boys were crafted by the women in the Clip and 
Stitch Quilting Guild, as well as other communi-
ty volunteers during their “sit and sew” held at 
Mercy Medical Center-New Hampton. 

The clothing made from recycled pillowcases 
and donated fabric will be sent along with Drs. 
Paul and April McQuillen when they leave to 
serve three months at the Karanda hospital in 
Zimbabwe. 

Their trip is a part of ongoing mission each 
of the six doctors who arrived at Mercy Medical 
Center last year participate in.

2016 (5 years ago)
• At the third annual Irish Stew Supper, the 

Lawler Irish Fest Committee announced the 
2016 Grand Marshals. Grand Marshal Tom 
McGowan and his wife, Anita, were surprised 
and honored to be named. 

• New Hampton Dance Team’s very own 
Morgan Smith made the All-Iowa Honor Dance 
team. 

Over 550 girls tried out for the team with 
only 275 spots. 

One hundred high school were represent-
ed in this years All-Iowa team, which has 
become a tradition at the Girls State Basketball 
Tournament.

— News Bits From Our Past are compiled 
weekly by the Tribune’s Terri Josephson



One year ago today, we were 
fi nishing up the last paper we 
would ever put out from our 
Chestnut Avenue building.

We had one desk left in 
the building on what was 
turning out to be one of the 
busiest deadline days in my 
tenure at the 
Tribune. For 
me, Monday, 
March 17, 
2020, is the 
day the pan-
demic really 
started.

On her 
way into the 
offi ce, Dorothy 
Huber 
stopped at 
New Hampton 
High School 
and took a 
picture of an 
empty park-
ing lot. When 
she arrived, 
she joined 
our then-Sports Editor Nate 
DeBondt on the fl oor to “proof” 
pages.

In some ways, it seems for-
ever ago.

The lead story on the page 
was headlined “Virus shutters 
schools.”

The lead feature story and 
photo on the page was a piece 
by then-New Hampton High 
School senior and Tribune stu-
dent intern Lydia Gessner on 
the annual Elementary School 
Carnival, an event that turned 
out be the last semblance of 
normalcy for a good, long 
while.

We all know the rest. The 
kids never did go back to 
school last year, events were 
canceled, no spring sports were 
held, social distancing became 
part of our everyday language, 
some of us bought enough 
masks to last through 20 pan-
demics … look, I could go on 
and on, but honest to God, I 
began this column thinking 
it would be light hearted and 
I intend to get back on that 
track.

My No. 1 memory of the 
pandemic’s fi rst day? It’s not 
the empty school parking lot, 
and it’s not the weirdness of 
sitting in an almost empty 
building putting out a paper. 
It’s watching poor Nate trying 
to vacuum the carpets in the 
old Tribune building.

Seriously, we learned one 
thing that day: Nate may have 
been a great kid, a good writer 
and a solid photographer, but 
that vacuum befuddled him. 
Look, I get cleaning is a boring 
job, but Nate looked like he 
was in agony the entire time 
and I told him that when he 
was done.

“Trust me, I was,” he said.
And now a year later, so 

much has changed. Nate left 
us in late May to work for his 
brother, one of the best gamers 
in the nation. We’re settled 
into our new offi ce; well, 
kind of, settled. I still have 
two boxes in the corner that 
I haven’t unloaded yet, but as 
my good pal Rick Kramer has 
always told me, “Put off today 
what you can do tomorrow.”

Seriously, though, we’ve 
learned a lot since that fateful 
St. Patrick’s Day a year ago, 
which in reality at times seems 
like a thousand years ago. 

Granted, most of what I’ve 
learned is useless but fun. So 
for your amusement, I present 
all I learned during the pan-
demic:

• The memes have been fan-
tastic. I have 3,000 pictures on 
my phone; I swear a thousand 
of them are COVID-19 memes, 
and when I need a laugh, I just 
go to my phone, call them up 
and scroll through.

My favorites?
“You think it’s bad now? In 

20 years our country will be 
run by people home schooled 
by day drinkers.”

The “after isolation” conver-
sation between two women. 
One asks, where’s your hus-
band? The other replies in 
the garden. The fi rst says she 
was just out in the garden and 
didn’t see him. The response: 
“You need to dig a little.”

And then there’s the one last 
fall making fun of my favor-
ite NFL team’s quarterback: 
“Just when you thought 2020 
couldn’t possibly get any cra-
zier, Kirk Cousins has won a 
Monday Night Football game.”

• America is beginning to 
“dress down,” which is good 
news for guys like me who test 
every workplace dress code 
they’ve ever encountered.

Take college basketball 
coaches, for example. Gone, for 
the most part, are the suits and 
ties, replaced by khakis, polos 
and even sweat pants and 
comfy pullovers.

A few weeks ago, I was 
watching Sportscenter, and a 
college coach I can’t remember 
was asked what he’s learned 
from the pandemic? His 
answer had nothing to do with 
COVID or basketball; instead, 
he said, “I guess the thing I 
learned is really a question 
— what possessed us to wear 
a suit to coach a basketball 
game?”

• Toilet paper is a commodi-
ty, a valuable one at that.

• Games with relatively few 
fans amplify the stupidity of 
some spectators. I swear if 
I heard “over the back” one 
more time, I was going to 
punch someone, consequences 
be damned. 

One more time, people. 
There is no such foul as over 
the back. Period.

Thank God, they “opened 
up” the gyms by the end of 
the season or else I’d be writ-
ing this piece from Marty 
Hemann’s hotel, otherwise 
known as the Chickasaw 
County Jail.

• Working at home can be 
kind of cool. Again, it’s all 
about the dress code, and at 
my house, the only rule is you 
have to wear something.

• Zoom staff meetings are 
like face-to-face meetings. 
They last forever, and most 
of them deal with issues that 
could have been solved in a 
15-second email.

• We adults love talking 
about how kids don’t get the 
education we did, but really, 
a lot of us evidently made it 
through school without learn-
ing how far 6 feet is and what 
the word “required” means.

• Finally, we learned that 
even the most introverted of 
us, at times at least, missed 
people. 

The good news is we’re 
almost there. Most of our 

elderly population has received 
the COVID vaccine and we’ll 
soon be starting to vaccinate 
the rest of us. Granted, we’re 
about to start giving shots to 
those of us who have an under-
lying health condition. And if 
you’ve seen the list of those 
underlying conditions put out 
by the Centers for Disease 
Control, a lot of us — see “over-
weight” — qualify.

In the end, I want people 
to know I’d love to go back to 
March 17, 2020, and have a 
“do over” because as much as 
I joke about the memes, the 
dress codes and Zoom, the 
fact is that as of Friday, more 
than 530,000 Americans, 
including 5,622 Iowans, have 
died because of COVID. Would 
some of them have passed 
away anyway? Absolutely. But 
thousands — hundreds of thou-
sands — of them would still be 
here today without COVID. 

And the human toll, in my 
mind, goes far beyond those 
who are no longer with us. For 
example, millions of elderly 
Americans have been isolated 
from their family and friends 

during this tragic year. For 
another, all those gatherings 
we lost, all those community 
celebrations that were can-
celed, I believe contributed to 
the decisiveness that was such 
a huge part of our country in 
2020.. 

Seriously, think about it for 
a minute. At our city’s annual 
Heartland Days celebration, 
when musicians like the Vic 
Ferrari Band take the stage, the 
crowd isn’t just Republican or 
Democrat. It’s not just young 
or old. It’s not just factory 
workers or white-collar pro-
fessionals. Maybe I’m making 
too much of a simple town 
celebration, but let’s be honest, 
it does bring us all together 
and reminds us that we have 
way more in common than we 
think we do.

So when I sit down to write 
my column for the March 15, 
2022, Tribune, my goals — get 
you to smile and remind you 
that we really are all in this 
together — will be the same as 
they were when I pulled up a 
chair to the computer for this 
one.
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Things the editor learned during 
a pandemic that has taken a toll

Have an opinion? 
Write a letter to the editor!

The New Hampton Tribune welcomes letters to the ed-
itor.

Deadline for letters is noon on Fridays, and all letters 
must be signed and include a phone number for verifi cation 
purposes.

Letters from local residents or letters dealing with local 
issues will be given fi rst priority, and writers are limited to 
600 words per letter and one letter per month. 

The Tribune reserves the right to edit letters for space 
and libel reasons.

The Tribune also accepts “Guest Views” from those who 
want to more deeply delve into an issue. Those who write 
“Guest Views” must also either submit a “head shot” or 
stop by the Tribune to have one taken.

“Guest Views” will be run at the discretion of the Tribune 
staff .

To submit a letter to the editor or a Guest View, e-mail 
editor@nhtrib.com or drop them off  at our offi  ce that is lo-
cated at 121 W. Main Street, Suite 3 (the Linn Avenue side 
of the Edward Jones building) in New Hampton.

As the pandemic 
wanes, sports 
and arts will 

return to ‘normal’
The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted everyday life for 

almost a year at this point. 
There is hardly anyone who would dispute the validity 

of that statement. In order to survive and continue moving 
forward during the past 12 months, we have been faced with 
fi nding new ways to accomplish our daily tasks.

Instead of meeting face to face with a group of people, we 
converse with people in rectangles on com-
puter screens.

Instead of sitting together with family 
and friends in crowded restaurants, we pay 
someone to bring the food to our homes.

Instead of those shopping sprees at the 
nearest mall, we order online and provide 
more business for the army of overnight 
delivery vehicles in our neighborhoods.

In high school sports and performing 
arts, everyone from the students to coaches, 
offi cials, parents and administrators have 
had to adjust to new ways of doing things. 
In many cases, students must wear masks 
even in competition and isolate from their 
friends away from school in order to con-
tinue playing. 

And while students and others have been 
willing to do whatever it takes to provide 
participation opportunities, everyone is 
looking for that light at the end of the tun-
nel.

Hopefully, most of these protocols that 
limit interaction will vanish when the pan-
demic subsides, although some aspects 
of the “new norm” may continue, such as 
online meetings.

However, there is one thing in the world 
of high school sports and performing arts 
that we desire as soon as possible at high 
schools throughout the state of Iowa and 
across the country – stadiums and audito-
riums with crowds of family, friends and 
other fans cheering for the 12 million-plus 
participants in high school activity pro-
grams.

While the cardboard cutouts and piped-
in music have been creative attempts to 
make it feel like people are in the stands, 
nothing can replace parents, students and 
others in the community lending positive 
support to high school students involved in 
sports and performing arts.

We are grateful that the NFHS Network 
has allowed fans to watch high school 
events online during the past year. 

Many schools have taken advantage of 
the NFHS Network’s High School Support 
Program that includes two free automat-
ed-production cameras (Pixellots). 

And while these units will continue to be used going for-
ward as an option for watching events, nothing can replace 
fans in the stands, gyms and auditoriums.

One of the key differences in education-based activities 
conducted within the school and out-of-school club sports 
is the support of fans in the community. Students in high 
school activities are playing for the love of the game and to 
be involved in positive programs with their peers.

On a normal Friday night prior to the pandemic, more 
than seven million fans attended high school football games 
weekly across the country. And it is estimated that about 350 
million people attended high school sports annually prior to 
the pandemic. 

While we recognize it may take some time before those 
numbers are equaled again, things are trending in the right 
direction.

Recently, several states have increased the number of 
spectators allowed for winter sports, such as basketball, 
being conducted indoors. In Tennessee, attendance at games 
is limited to one-third of the gym’s capacity; in Michigan, 
attendance is capped at 20 percent. In Arizona and West 
Virginia, however, the decisions can be made by individual 
schools with no set restrictions, although social distancing 
must be maintained.  

In Iowa, the Governor has asked that event organizers 
take reasonable measures under the circumstances of each 
gathering to ensure the health of participants and members 
of the public.  

We have asked each school to continue social distancing 
and to require masks of our spectators.

These are great signs that we are moving the needle in 
the right direction regarding our return to a semblance of 
normalcy, and one day soon one of the tenants of educa-
tion-based high school sports and performing arts – parents 
and other fans – will be back in full force throughout the 
state of Iowa to support high school activity programs.  We 
encourage all school and their fans to continue to be diligent 
in their efforts to stop the spread of COVID-19 so that day 
comes sooner than later.

Bob Fenske 
has been the 
editor of the 

New Hampton 
Tribune since 
2009, and he 

can be reached 
by email at 

editor@nhtrib.
com.

Jean Berger is 
the executive 
director of the 

Iowa Girls High 
School Athletic 

Union.

Tom Keating 
is the execu-

tive director of 
the Iowa High 

School Athletic 
Association.

Karissa Niehoff 
is the execu-
tive director 

of the National 
Federation 

of State 
High School 

Associations.

ONE YEAR AGO TODAY ... 

The memes presented on the “Sarcastic Eccentricity”
Facebook page have helped the column writer smile from 
time to time during the pandemic that really hit the area
one year ago today, when schools were ordered by the 
governor to close because of COVID-19 concerns.

THE LIGHTS WENT OUT 
ON A SCHOOL YEAR
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SERVICES FOR RENT
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BOATS

REAL ESTATE

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

Contact Hayley

To Apply Call 641-394-4153

Contact Kent

703 S 4th Ave
New Hampton, IA

- NOW HIRING -

Join Our Team & Make A Difference!Join Our Team & Make A Dif

Chickasaw County
Natural Resource & 

Park Manager
DESCRIPTION:  Full-time position under general supervision of 
the Director; performs diverse tasks associated with the planning, 
development, and maintenance of the county’s parks, trails, 
recreation, cultural and historical, wildlife management areas 
and programs; Performs duties associated with the enhancement 
of wildlife habitat for public and private lands; Ability to give 
presentations to a variety of audiences and groups.  Some weekend 
and holiday work will be required.  

QUALIFICATIONS:  The preferred candidate will have 
graduation from an accredited four (4) year college or university 
with major coursework in the natural sciences, outdoor 
recreation or a job-related field and one (1) year of experience 
in a natural resource related field; or graduation from a two (2) 
year college or university with similar coursework and four (4) 
years of experience; or any equivalent combination of training 
& experience which will have provided the required knowledge, 
abilities and skills.  A criminal background check and drug 
screening are required of this position. 

SALARY:  Starting salary will be $40,000 - $43,000 depending 
on qualifications.  Standard county benefit package included.  
There is a six month probationary period.   

TO APPLY:  Submit a cover letter, resume and county 
employment application with three (3) references to:  Brian 
Moore, Director, Chickasaw County Conservation Board, 1811 
- 240th Street, Ionia, Iowa 50645-9404 or email to b.moore@
chickasawcoia.org.  Employment applications can be found at 
www.chickasawcoia.org.  For questions regarding applications 
call 641-394-4714.   

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  4:30 p.m. March 31, 2021

“Where Caring Makes the Difference” EOE

Full-time Nursing Assistant

Contact Lacey at 641-394-3151

We offer competitive wages, a complete benefit package 
including paid vacation, double pay holidays, Health, 

Life, and Disability Insurance, Flex Spending Accounts for 
medical and child care, Pay Advance Program, and more.

$15/hour Starting Wage...
Add Differential Pay for 

PMs & Nights

SIGN ON BONUS

The New Hampton Community School District 
is looking for a: 

Full-Time Custodian
Please contact the Superintendent’s Office, 

at 641-394-2134 for more information 
and an application form.

New Hampton High School
710 W. Main Street

www.new-hampton.k12.ia.us EOE

Road Rock
Virgin Black Dirt

Fill Sand
Fill Material

Washed Sand
Lime Chips

Landscaping Rock

FOR SALE

WANTED

Call Bob Rosonke
New Hampton, IA
Cell: 319-240-6249
Ph.: 641-394-3894

Damaged Grain

SERVICES 
AVAILABLE

HELP WANTED

FRONT DESK,
FOR THE CHARLES CITY PRESS

Successful candidate will be personable, computer 
literate, a fast and accurate typist, and well 

groomed.  This position needs professional phone 
skills as well as the ability to multi-task.  Full time 
based on a 28-30 hour work week.  Compensation 

will be determined based on the candidate.

SEND RESUME TO:
Christopher Hall, Publisher

Charles City Press
801 Riverside Drive

Charles City, IA 50616
or email christopherhall@charlescitypress.com

no phone calls

The Charles City Press is looking for a reliable 
part time driver to deliver the Charles City Press 
and Northeast Iowa Shopper to area post offices and 
businesses. The hours are early morning on Tuesdays 
and Fridays with the possibility of non-driving hours  
on Mondays and Fridays.

Requirements are: must be able to lift 60lbs  
(doesn’t happen often) and have a valid driver’s  
license.

The compensation is determined by the  
applicant and skill set. 

Please contact Zane at the Charles City Press at 
(641) 228-3211 for more information or to set up 
an interview.

Driver Wanted

FREEDOM
OF INFORMATION

POST PUBLICATION MAIL 
PREP/INSERTER

Must be able to stand for long periods, lift up to 
70 pounds and be detail-oriented. Must be able to 
maintain an industry standard pace of 1000 inserts 
per hour. The ideal candidate will have experience 
with or the ability to learn postal regulations in 
regards to accurately prepping the Charles City 
Press and Northeast Iowa Shopper for mail 
delivery. Computer skills and light machinery 
experience in a warehouse environment are 
preferred but not required.

For more information or to set up an interview 
please contact Zane at 641-228-3211 or at  
circ@charlescitypress.com.

The Charles City Press has an opening for the position of

This is a part time position with varied hours.

FREEDOM
OF INFORMATION

Transmissions Unlimited
Automotive Service

• Auto & Manual Transmissions/Transfer Cases
• Axle Repair/Gear & Bearing Replacement

• Any Engine Repair - Call for Quote

Elma, IA • 641-393-2215

Eli 641-982-4800 
Amos 715-512-0678

AUCTION WILL BE LIVE-ONLINE WITH 
BIDDING AVAILABLE THROUGH

zimmermanauctioncompany.com   •   mrhurst51@gmail.com

Zimmerman Auction Company

ANNUAL CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION

Monday, March 22nd at 9 am.  
18072 Addison Ave. • Elma, IA 50628

Selling Tractors, Equipment & Tools!
 TAKING CONSIGNMENTS UNTIL SALE DAY!

Equipment drop off times: 
8 am-5pm or by appointment

Call 641-832-8498 or 641-982-4800

Email resume and cover letter detailing 
why you are the right person for the job to:

Christopher Hall, Publisher
Charles City Press

christopherhall@charlescitypress.com
The Charles City Press is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

If you have a knack for sales, enjoy people, 
thrive in a fast paced environment and have an 
ability to work diligently for your clients, then 
Charles City Press is looking for you to fill a new 
sales position.

The successful candidate will call on established and new  
customers. Territory includes Charles City and surround-
ing communities. No overnight travel.

People skills, phone courtesy, valid drivers license and an  
outgoing personality are required. Computer/internet 
savvy, photography skills and a proficiency in spelling 
and language are helpful.

This is a professional position with a college degree or  
previous sales experience a definite plus, but we will 
train a willing candidate.

This is a salaried position which offers health, life, 
401k and a great working environment with a locally 
owned business.

This position will be filled only when we have found the 
right person for this most important position.

A CAREER 
FOR YOU!

TAYLOR PHYSICAL THERAPY of-
fering Speech & Occupational Ther-
apy, Fall Prevention, Hand Therapy, 
Carpal Tunnel, and Home Assess-
ments. Contact us today- 641-435-
4476. Nashua Therapy Clinic, 80 
Amhearst Blvd, Suite 300, Nashua.

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certifi ed 
Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or 
visit RefrigerantFinders.com

OWN LAND IN IOWA? Our Hunters 
will Pay Top $$$ to lease your land. 
Call now for free info packet 1-866-
309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.
com / REF # IA11721

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. SAVE 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 1-844-
475-2179

FOR RENT: Taking applications for 1 
& 2 bedroom apts in New Hampton.  
Stove & Refrig. Laundry. Rental As-
sist. available.  Call 641-435-4788.  
This institution is an equal opportu-
nity provider.

FREDERICKSBURG HOUSING: 
in Fredericksburg, Iowa, is taking 
applications for the waiting list for 
persons 62 years of age or older, or 
handicapped or disabled regardless 
of age.  Rental assistance available.  
To see, call Cindy at 563-237-5725.  
To apply, call Lena at 1-563-432-
6160.  This institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider and Employer.

HOUSE FOR Sale By Owner.  313 E. 
Milwaukee, New Hampton.  Totally 
remodeled 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
home with large backyard.  Open 
concept home with walkout base-
ment.  See over a dozen pictures and 
more information on Zillow.com.  For 
more information call 641-426-6628.

ALUMACRAFT, CRESTLINER 
BOATS

YAMAHA, MERCURY OUTBOARDS
STARK’S PRICE IS BEST

PH 608-326-2478

BLACK HILLS ENERGY - Ready for 
your Day-to-Day, Everyday. blackh-
illsenergy.com. Ph: 888-890-5554.

DAVE DENNER Siding & Windows. 
Seamless gutters and screens. Over 
35 years experience. Call 641-330-
0017. New Hampton

DAVIS CORNERS AUCTION SER-
VICE for Real Estate, Farmland, 
Farm Machinery and Estates. Call 
Dan Hershberger, Auctioneer/IA 
Agent at 319-240-9984. wwwdavis-
cornerauctionservice.com

DEERFIELD LOCKER, LLC - cus-
tom butchering of beef, pork & veni-
son. Competitive Priced Processing. 
Retail Meat & Cheese Display. 1270 
115th St, Alta Vista. Ph: 641-364-
2925. Mon-Fri 7am-5pm

EH ELECTRIC LLC Specializing in 
Industrial, Automation, Commercial, 
Agricultural & Residential.  Eric Hoy, 
Owner. Offi  ce: 641-394-2099

FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SER-
VICES Curtis Franzen-Agent Ph: 
641-394-3020 or 563-360-6333 
Auto, home, farm, business, life and 
annuities. 506 W. Milwaukee, New 
Hampton.

FARMERS NATIONAL COMPANY: 
sold over 3,938 farms and ranches 
over the last fi ve years; 1,404 at auc-
tion, call Randy Mitchell 641-220-
3410.

FINNEGAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY Ionia, 641-394-4807, 
GPS control fi eld drainage, map-
ping, water ways, excavating, septic 
systems.

FIRST MAXFIELD Mutual Insur-
ance, Denver, IA. Provide homeown-
ers with valuable products. www.
fi rstmaxfi eld.com Call 800-366-7014 
or 319-984-5255

NEW HAMPTON ELECTRIC for 
all your Residential, Commercial, 
Industrial & Agricultural Electrical 
Needs! Call 641-394-2187, www.ne-
whamptonelectric.com. 207 E. Main, 
New Hampton.

WAYLON BROWN Iowa State Sen-
ator District 26, State Capitol, Des 
Moines, IA 641-590-0610. waylon.
brown@legis.iowa.gov pd for by 
Waylon Brown for Iowa State Sen-
ate.

WYFFELS SEED CORN/ HYBRIDS 
Call John Burgart: 641-229-5762 or 
Al Bohr: 563-920-2536

NEW VISION WOODWORKING. We 
off er kitchen design and custom cab-
inets. Adam Underwood. (641) 229-
5855, newvisionwoodworking.com. 
newvisionwoodworking@gmail.com. 
700 North Linn Avenue, New Hamp-
ton, Iowa 50659

PHILLIPS MODERN Ag Service, 
Inc. Conrad American Bins. No job 
too big or too small. South Linn Ave, 
New Hampton. 641-394-4114

REICKS VIEW FARMS, in Lawler,
Iowa. Contact us for Grain Receiv-
ing, our Quality Meats, or for a ca-
reer. Ph: 641-364-7843 or visit our
website: www.reicksviewfarms.com

TUPPERWARE CONSULTANT, 
KYM OLSON of New Hampton. For 
orders or to host a party - call or text 
me 641-229-7092. kymo.my.tupper-
ware.com
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If you’re buying all that, we’ve got 
some beautiful Florida swampland for 
you, but in all seriousness, this is the 
story of a young woman who began 
baking with her grandmothers and a 
great-grandmother years ago, found her 
niche, received great support from her 
family and opened a new business earli-
er this year shortly after graduating early 
from New Hampton High School.

This is the tale of Keke, a girl named 
Kenzie Bouillon.

COOKING, BAKING, heck, creat-
ing are in Bouillon’s DNA.

When she was a young girl, she loved 
baking with her Grandma Eckenrod, 
Grandma Bouillon and Great-Grandma 
Eckenrod. Her mother, Jenny, was a 
nurse who loved to “craft” and refur-
nish furniture. Her father, Randy, had 
a fl air for cooking. Her older sister, 
Chelsie, makes her own soap. Even her 
little brother, Carver, has a creative side, 
making what she calls “the absolutely 
best caramels you’ll ever have.”

When Jenny would hold a craft sale, 
Kenzie and Carver would hold a bake 
and caramel sale, and they’d sell out 
before mom did.

The dream of owning her own bak-
ery began then, but it really took shape 
when the COVID-19 pandemic made its 
way to Iowa a year ago. Like every other 
student in Iowa, she went to school 
remotely.

And by this fall, she realized that she 
could graduate in January and open her 
home-based bakery.

“The more and more we thought 
about it, the more and more we thought 
let’s try it,” she said, “and obviously, 
without my parents, this would have 
never happened. I can’t thank them 
enough, I can’t thank my teachers that, 
I don’t know quite how to say it, told 
me, encouraged me, to make my dream 
come true.”

Her mother was already working at 
home. After more than 20 years working 
as a nurse in hospitals, care centers and 
schools, she turned her “stress reliever” 
into a career three years ago.

“I was burnt out,” Jenny said, “and I 
knew I needed a break.”

About the time Jenny hit “pause’ on 
her nursing career, Randy had added on 
to the garage to add a kitchen. Not for 
his wife, not for his kids but for him.

“Dad is a really, really good cook,” 
Kenzie said. “Really, he’s like the best.”

So everything was in place for the 
17-year-old. She had a kitchen. She had 
a supportive family. She had her diploma 
(well, she’ll get that in May but she had 
met all the requirements). She had passed 
the state inspection. She and her mom had 
received a home-based business permit 
from the New Hampton City Council.

It was time to go to work.

KENZIE AND JENNY both fi gured 
Sweets by Keke would slowly get off the 
ground; instead, it soared off the launch 

pad.
Kenzie delivered numerous samples 

to businesses around New Hampton and 
word quickly spread. This kid can bake.

“We had no idea how it would go,” 
Kenzie said, “but not in a million years 
did I think it would go quite like this. It’s 
been nuts, but a good nuts, you know 
what I mean?”

As she talked, her mother opened 
the organizer that serves as Sweets by 
Keke’s ordering book for the week. It 
looked like the ink had gone wild.

“I know, right,” Jenny said, “and it’s 
been like that almost from the start. It 
just kind of took off.”

Kenzie’s specialty are those 
mini-cheesecakes and her cheesecake 
cupcakes, but she’ll bake about just 
anything. She does cookies, cakes and 
almost anything else.

“The only problem is dad lost his kitch-
en,” she said with a laugh. “Seriously, 
he’s been awesome about it.”

So why baking?
“I don’t know, I’ve just always liked to 

do it,” she said. “When I was little and 
with my grandmas, we had so much fun 
doing it, and I still have fun doing it. It’s 
a lot of work sometimes, but it doesn’t 
feel like it. I don’t know if that makes any 
sense to you, but it does to me.”

THE GARAGE THAT houses both 

Sweets by Keke and Dee’s Country 
Charms, Jenny’s business, is not your 
typical garage.

Any one who enjoy cooking and/or 
baking would fall in love with the kitch-
en, which is located just behind Dee’s 
Country, which is fi lled with the results 
of Jenny’s creative talents.

There are three ovens, a convection 
oven, a stovetop and enough counter 
space to make, say, 20 dozen sugar 
cookies, which Kenzie baked on a Friday 
night for a Saturday party. Her reci-
pes range from those she received from 
her grandmothers, including her Great-
Grandma Hoey, to her own.

As her business grows, the teenage 
entrepreneur is fi nishing up her busi-
ness associates degree at Northeast Iowa 
Community College. Fortunately, she 
doesn’t have to drive to Calmar each day 
and instead is taking her classes online.

And thankfully, she has plenty of 
helping hands. Mom works with her; 
dad and siblings are willing to jump in 
and help out in a pinch. 

It’s truly a family affair, right down to 
the name of the business.

“Carver couldn’t say Mackenzie or 
even Kenzie when he was little,” she 
said, “so he always called me Keke.”

Even her mom’s business has a “nick-
name” moniker. 

“Dee is the nickname my husband has 

always called me,” Jenny said, “and its 
stuck for 24 years.”

At times, she misses school, misses 
hanging out with her friends, but those 
regrets are few and far between.

Because quite honestly, she’s just so 
busy.

AS THE INTERVIEW continued, 
her father walked into his kitchen, or 
shall we say, his former kitchen.

Kenzie was asked if she had always 
had a fl air for baking.

She laughed. So, too, did her parents.
Out came the “cake story” from a few 

years ago.
“I made this cake, and I wanted them 

to try it,” Kenzie said. “Mom took a bite 
and she said something like, ‘Hmmm, 
this is interesting,’ and I knew it wasn’t 
very good …”

And her dad?
“I took a bite, and I’m the brutally 

honest guy,” he said. “I told her this 
sucks.”

“Yeah, instead of one stick of butter, 
I had used four,” Kenzie said. “Let’s just 
say it was a little heavy. I mean I couldn’t 
be really mad at him because I thought it 
was awful, too.”

But, they say every pro learns from 
his or her mistakes.

And Kenzie Bouillon not only learned 
to avoid “heavy” cakes, she learned the 
value of having taste testers always at 
the ready.

“That isn’t a problem at all,” she said 
with a laugh. “I’ve got two right here, I’ve 
got my brother, I’ve got teachers like Mr. 
[Cory] McDonald.”

And now she has one more — the 
reporter of this story — if she’s ever in 
need.

Teenager’s 
bakery is 
family affair

BAKERY: FROM 1

County experiences another ‘quiet’ COVID week
BY BOB FENSKE

editor@nhtrib.com

The administrator of Chickasaw 
County Public and Healthcare Services 
sees a light at the end of the COVID-19 
tunnel, but Lisa Welter is also asking 
county residents to remain vigilant 
when it comes to the Coronavirus.

"The numbers look fantastic, and I 
get that," Welter said on Friday after a 
week in which the county had just fi ve 
new positive tests for COVID-19, "and 

that's great. At the same time, I'll say 
it one more time. Let's be smart, let's 
still do our part, let's make sure we 
don't have a spike. We are headed in 
the right direction and we don't need 
to take a detour now."

Welter said her nurses once again 
had a busy week with vaccinations, 
giving shots to 200 county residents 
and she said she expects by the end of 
this week to have all those 65 and older 
to either be fully vaccinated or at least 
have their fi rst shot.

Meanwhile, she said she was a bit 
surprised by the number of calls a ded-
icated phone line for those under the 
age of 65 who have underlying health 
conditions, which are determined by 
the Centers for Disease Control.

"We didn't have the volume we 
thought we'd have," she said, "so [this] 
week we'll just have those people call 
our regular number (641-394-4053) 
for people to get on a list."

She said she appreciated the num-
ber of residents who have called to 

tell Public Health that they were able 
to get the vaccine from a different 
provider and again asked residents 
who are on one of the department's 
lists to continue to let Public Health 
offi cials know they no longer need the 
vaccine.

"The amount of time that saves real-
ly does add up," she said, "and for peo-
ple who called in and are on a list, as 
soon as we get the vaccine, we're going 
to call them. We're not going to forget 
you, OK?"

Since the fi rst pos-
itive test last April, 
Chickasaw County 
has had 1,197 resi-
dents who have test-
ed positive for the 
Coronavirus, and as 
of Friday, there were 
just three "active" 
cases in the county.

Fifteen residents 
who contracted the virus since the 
pandemic arrived have passed away.

Welter

meaning all three judges
deemed their work as “supe-
rior.”

“Obviously, Elliot and 
Zoe have been outstanding
[throughout] their careers,”
Speltz said Sunday, “and they
were yesterday, too. But all
our kids did a great job. It’s
always hard because the kids
who get a II are so disappoint-
ed, but I will tell them over
and over and over again that
in my mind they’re winners
because they were willing to
put themselves out there.”

Speltz gathered his team 
for one last time this sea-
son late Monday afternoon to
fi nd out if any New Hampton
students had been nominat-
ed for the All-State Speech
Festival that would usually
be held at the University of
Northern Iowa.

But that event has been 
scratched for this year
because of the pandemic.

“Basically, they’re going to 
mail the medals, and I’m sad
for the kids because it’s such
a great event,” Speltz said.
“Even if we get one, everyone
goes and it’s such a celebra-
tion of speech. We’re going to
defi nitely miss that this year.”

In the end, though, Speltz 
is proud of the program he
has led for the last seven years
after taking over for longtime
coach Penny Perkins.

“You know, we’re differ-
ent than most schools in that
usually the individual coach
meets 1-on-1 with each kid,”
he said, “where we have the
whole team there at practic-
es. We think of ourselves as
a team, as a family, and it’s
always tough to say goodbye
to them when it’s over.”

Coach: Proud 
of students for 
speech efforts

SPEECH: FROM 1

STATE SPEECH 
RESULTS

DIVISION I RATINGS
Acting: Joslyn 

Plagman
After-Dinner Speaking: 

Sarah Eiler, Austin Geerts 
and Elliot Throndson.

Improvisation: Jacob 
Reicks.

Literary Program: Cath-
erine Pethoud.

Original Oratory: Grace 
Burrett. 

Poetry: Zoe Worple.
DIVISION II RATINGS
Improvisation: Pethoud.
Original Oratory: Reicks 

and Worple.
Prose: Isaiah Eike.
Solo Musical Theatre: 

Luca Moody.
Storytelling: Kelsey 

Klassen.

Bob Fenske/Tribune
Kenzie Bouillon (center) appreciates the support her parents — Jenny and Randy — have given her with her 
new bakery, Sweets by Keke.

“WE HAD NO IDEA HOW IT WOULD GO, BUT NOT IN A MILLION YEARS 
DID I THINK IT WOULD GO QUITE LIKE THIS. IT’S BEEN NUTS, BUT A 
GOOD NUTS, YOU KNOW WHAT I MEAN?”

— NEW HAMPTON TEENAGER KENZIE BOUILLON ON HER HOME-BASED BAKERY, 
SWEETS BY KEKE, THAT SHE OPENED EARLIER THIS YEAR

Get your local news when and where 
it’s convenient for you!

*Available 
24/7 

from the Coin Machine 

at the Diner!www.nhtrib.com 10 N. Chestnut, New Hampton, IA 50659
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Copies of the Tribune can be purchased at the following 
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COUNTY BOARD MINUTES
MARCH 1st & 3rd, 2021

The Board convened on Monday, 
March 1st, 2021, at 9:00 AM with all 
members present Byrne, Zoll, Kuhn, 
Holthaus, and Hackman in the Board-
room located on the second floor of the 
Courthouse, New Hampton, Iowa. The 
meeting was called to order by Chair-
man Holthaus.  Present were Stephanie 
Mashek, Auditor, Jeff Bernatz, Katy 
Kuehn, and Mellissa Bierman. Call In: 
Aaron Flugum and Brannon Anderson. 

9:05 AM No Public Comment
Motion by Hackman, Second by 

Byrne to approve the agenda for March 
1st & 3rd, 2021. Roll Call: All Ayes. Mo-
tion Carried.

Motion by Byrne, Second by Hack-
man to approve Board minutes for Feb-
ruary 22 & 23, 2021. Roll Call: All Ayes. 
Motion Carried.

Lisa Welter called in at 9:08 AM.
Brannon Anderson left at 9:09 AM. 
9:10 AM Katy Kuehn and Mellissa 

Bierman discussed increase of hours for 
Mellissa Bierman to full time at 30 hours 
starting April 1, 2021. 

Motion by Hackman, Second by 
Kuhn to obtain a GSA Credit Card for the 
Veteran’s Affairs Office and follow the 
GSA guidelines. Roll Call: Ayes-Hack-
man, Kuhn, Byrne, Zoll, and Holthaus. 
Motion Carried.

Mellissa Bierman provided an update 
of the Veteran’s Affairs. 

Motion by Hackman, Second by 
Byrne to set public hearing for County 
Budget for FY 2021-2022,for March 
22nd, 9:15 AM in the Boardroom, lo-
cated on the second floor of the Court-
house. Roll Call: Ayes-Hackman, Byrne, 
Kuhn, Zoll, and Holthaus. Motion Car-
ried.

Dusty Rolando present at 9:57 AM.
Shirley Troyna present at 10:00 AM.
10:05 AM COVID update from Jeff 

Bernatz and Lisa Welter. 
10:35 AM Jeff Bernatz provided a 

Tower Project update. 
Motion by Hackman, Second by Zoll 

to accept the Chickasaw County Ambu-
lance Council’s draft of proposed service 
agreement with Northeast Iowa EMS, 
INC county’s share in the amount of 
$91,200 with the change to #13 that the 
payment will be due to the Ambulance 
services on or before August 1st, 2021. 
Roll Call: Ayes-Hackman, Zoll, Byrne, 
and Holthaus. Kuhn abstained. Motion 
Carried. 

Shirley Troyna and Dusty Rolando 
left at 11:00 AM.

Aaron Flugum left at 11:45 AM. 
Lisa Welter left at 12:28 PM. 
Motion by Hackman, Second by 

Byrne to rescind the motion made on 
February 22nd, 2021 to publish the Mag-
istrate Appointing Commission positions 
on March 2nd with the New Hampton 
Tribune and March 4th with the Nashua 
Reporter. Applications due by March 26, 
2021 at 4:00 PM. Roll Call: Ayes- Hack-
man, Byrne, Zoll, Kuhn, and Holthaus.
Motion Carried.

Motion by Hackman, Second by Zoll 
to appoint Colleen Kruger to the Mag-
istrate Appointing Commission effective 
January 1, 2021 thru December 31, 2027. 
Roll Call: Ayes- Hackman, Zoll, Byrne, 
Kuhn, and Holthaus. Motion Carried

Motion by Hackman, Second by Zoll 
to appoint Scott McGregor to the Mag-
istrate Appointing Commission effective 
January 1, 2021 thru December 31, 2027. 
Roll Call: Ayes- Hackman, Zoll, Byrne, 
Kuhn, and Holthaus. Motion Carried

Motion by Kuhn, Second by Byrne to 

appoint Brad Schwickerath to the Mag-
istrate Appointing Commission effective 
January 1, 2021 thru December 31, 2027. 
Roll Call: Ayes- Hackman, Zoll, Byrne, 
Kuhn, and Holthaus. Motion Carried.

Motion by Hackman, Second by 
Kuhn to advertise Medical Examiner 
Investigator open position in the two 
County official papers being published 
March 9th and 11th, respectively, with 
applications due on March 26th at 4:00 
PM due in the Chickasaw County Audi-
tor’s office. Roll Call: All Ayes. Motion 
Carried.

Discussed LEMC renovation project 
located at 516 S. Linn Ave. New Hamp-
ton. No Action Taken. 

Committee Assignment Updates
Motion by Hackman, Second by 

Byrne to approve claims in the amount 
of $72,068.26. Roll Call: All Ayes. Mo-
tion Carried.

Motion by Hackman, Second by 
Zoll to approve claims in the amount of 
$6,450.61. Roll Call: All Ayes. Motion 
Carried.

Received and filed in the Auditor’s 
Office MMP Short Form for Annual 
Updates for Randy Swestka Farm (ID 
#59070) located at 19415 Valley Ave 
Cresco, IA 52136. 

Received and filed in the Auditor’s 
Office MMP Short Form for Annual 
Updates for Poppe Farms (ID #57707) 
located at 1630 250th Street Ionia, IA 
50635.

Received and filed in the Auditor’s 
Office MMP Short Form for Annual 
Updates for KMAX Farms, LLC (ID 
#59490) located at 16259 Fir Ave. Elma, 
IA 50628.

Received and filed in the Auditor’s 
Office MMP Short Form for Annual Up-
dates for H.P. Wiley (ID #59391) located 

at 2348 Quinlan Ave. Fredericksburg, IA 
50630.

Received and filed in the Auditor’s 
Office MMP Short Form for Annual Up-
dates for Craig Kurtenbach (ID #67040) 
located at 3028 210th Street Lawler, IA 
52154.

Motion by Byrne, Second by Hack-
man to adjourn at 12:45 PM. Roll Call: 
All Ayes. Motion Carried.

The Board convened on Wednes-
day, March 3rd, 2021, at 9:00 AM with 
all members present Byrne, Zoll, Kuhn, 
Holthaus, and Hackman in the Board-
room located on the second floor of the 
Courthouse, New Hampton, Iowa. The 
meeting was called to order by Chair-
man Holthaus.  Present were Stephanie 
Mashek, Auditor.

9:05 AM No Public Comment 
Dave Gorman present at 9:10 AM.
Hackman left at 9:37 AM.
Duane Svoboda on the phone at 9:42 

AM.
Duane Svoboda left at 9:53 AM.
Change order at LEMC building lo-

cated at 516 S. Linn Ave. New Hampton. 
Consensus of the Board was to approve 
the addition of Receptionist 119 in the 
amount of $1,032.00, Door 110 in the 
amount of $210.00, and Door 103 credit 
in the amount of $350.00. The change 
order will be acted on the next Board of 
Supervisor meeting on March 8th, 2021.

Motion by Kuhn, Second by Byrne 
to adjourn at 10:15 AM. Roll Call: Ayes-
Zoll, Byrne, Kuhn, and Holthaus. Hack-
man absent. Motion Carried.

Rick Holthaus, Chairman
Board of Supervisors
ATTEST:Stephanie Mashek, Auditor

No. 20873
03/16/21  03/18/21

Bob Fenske/Tribune
Lions Club members Nick Sanford (left) and Dustin Lewis (right) load up Bill Croell with pancakes during the club’s 
annual breakfast that was held Sunday morning.

BREAKFAST IS SERVED!
NEW HAMPTON LIONS CLUB MEMBERS MAKE THE BEST OF IT

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

The 49th annual New 
Hampton Lions Breakfast will 
be remembered for a good, long 
time by the club members.

And probably not in like the 
wow-that-was-a-heck-of-a-
year way, but then again, as 
Jim Gorman put it, at least the 
Lions didn’t have to “skip a 
year” because of COVID-19.

A year ago, the Lions “cooked” 
to a full house at what was then the 
new cafeteria at New Hampton 
Middle School the week before 
the state pretty much shut down 
when the pandemic arrived in 
the Hawkeye State.

On Sunday, the club mem-
bers returned to the kitchen, 
but the cafeteria was eerily 
quiet. Instead of a room full of 
folks catching up while eating a 
tasty breakfast, the only folks in 
the room were the Lions.

This year’s affair was strictly 
a drive-through affair.

While the Lions manned 
the kitchen, another group of 
club members ran the “drive-
through” lane at the school’s 
back parking lot and radioed 
into yet another group that they 
had this many or that many 
orders. And then that last group 
would deliver the meals.

Granted, it’s the New 
Hampton Lions Club.

The “boys” still had a lot of 
fun, fl ipping each other grief.

Take the “outdoor” pancake 
kitchen the Lions set up under-
neath an overhang and protect-
ed by a tarp.

The photographer showed up 
and in the midst of taking pic-
tures, he was told to point his 
camera at longtime Lion Tom 
Sauser, who had taken a seat in 
a chair.

“You’ve got to get the picture 
of what Tom does best,” one of 
the Lions said with a laugh.

Sauser, a retired educator, 
laughed.

“Hey, someone has to super-
vise this circus.”

But in all seriousness, the 

Lions appreciated those who 
drove through Sunday morn-
ing; after all, the breakfast is the 
biggest annual fundraiser the 
club does.

“We had a few runs and you 
could tell when a church got 
out,” Lion Matt Kuhn said, “but 
trust me, we can’t wait for next 
year to have this place packed.”

Kevin Hassman and Virgil Pickar (above) prepare to serve up pancakes and sausages 
while fellow Lions Club member Tom Ryan (below) mans the panacke batter dispense.

Randy Nosbisch reaches for some syrup to put into a 
“to-go” bag held by Matt Kuhn in what is an eerily quiet, 
at least by New Hampton Lions Club Breakfast stan-
dards, cafeteria Sunday morning.

Briefs
Turkey Valley teacher to take part 
in National History Day program

Turkey Valley Community Schools instructor Michelle Nys-
tel is one of only 120 teachers selected for a National History 
Day (NHD) spring professional development program. 

This course focuses on using online Library of Congress 
resources to develop and support historical arguments and 
is a feature of NHD’s membership in the Library of Con-
gress Teaching with Primary Sources (TPS) Consortium. 

The teachers chosen for this honor represent NHD’s 58 
affi  liates across the country and around the world, and the 
National History Day program in Iowa selected Nystel.

“The skills and strategies Ms. Nystel is developing 
through this series will benefi t their students over the 
course of their academic and professional careers,” said 
National History Day Executive Director Dr. Cathy Gorn. 
“As a Library of Congress TPS Consortium member, NHD 
is incredibly fortunate to be able to off er this opportuni-
ty for teachers, especially now as teachers and students 
continue to address challenges of non-traditional learning 
settings required by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.”

Medicare Open Advantage open 
enrollment ends March 31

Iowans currently enrolled in a Medicare Advantage plan 
have options to switch through the Medicare Advantage 
Open Enrollment period that continues through March 31.

Iowans switching Medicare Advantage Plans or switch-
ing to Original Medicare with or without a Medicare drug 
plan, will have new coverage start the fi rst day of the month 
after your new plan gets your request for coverage. 

The Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment Period isn’t 
for people who are enrolled in Original Medicare or are en-
rolled in a Medicare Cost plan.

Students invited to submit artwork 
for ‘Choose Iowa’ calendar’

Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig invites school 
students to participate in the 2021 Choose Iowa Calendar 
Contest hosted by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship. 

The artwork should feature at least one aspect of Iowa 
agriculture — food, livestock, crops or renewable fuels, for 
example. Submissions will be judged on creativity and the 
ability to connect agriculture to everyday life. Entries must 
be postmarked or emailed to the Department by June 1 to 
be considered for the 2021-2022 Choose Iowa calendar. 

The winning artists will be honored by Secretary Naig 
during an award ceremony held on Tuesday, Aug. 17, in 
the Agriculture Building during the 2021 Iowa State Fair. 
Their submissions will also be included in the Choose Iowa 
calendar that will be distributed online at ChooseIowa.com 
and at the department’s State Fair booth.

Students 18-years-old or younger are invited to partici-
pate. Pictures should be drawn in a horizontal orientation 
using only black lines on plain white, 8.5 by 11-inch paper. 
The pictures should not be colored in. 

Entries can be emailed to communications@iowaagri-
culture.gov or mailed to the Iowa Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship, Coloring Calendar, 502 E 9th St., 
Des Moines, Iowa, 50319.

Energy assistance applications 
being taken through April 30

Northeast Iowa Community Action Corporation (NEI-
CAC) Family Service Offi  ces are taking applications for the 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
through April 30.  

All homeowners and renters are eligible to apply for the 
program. 

LIHEAP customers will need to provide a form of identi-
fi cation (social security card or driver’s license), and a copy 
of the most recent heating and electric bill. Customers 
will also need to provide proof of all household members’ 
gross income. 

The customer may elect to use the most recent 30 cal-
endar days, the most recent 12 months, or the most re-
cent calendar year as a qualifi cation period. If the business 
where you worked has closed or your hours have been re-
duced, we may be able to help.  

Eligibility for participation is established according to the 
following federal income guidelines:  

Households of one are limited to gross income of 
$22,330, households of two are limited to gross income of 
$30,170, households of three are limited to gross income of 
$38,010 and households of four are limited to gross income 
of $45,850. For households with more than four members, 
add $7,840 annually for each additional member

Due to COVID-19, your local Northeast Iowa Community 
Action Family Service Offi  ce is closed to in-person appoint-
ments. Bremer County residents can call 319-352-4532,  
Chickasaw County residents should call 641-394-2007, 
Winneshiek County residents should call 563-387-4958 
and Fayette County residents should call 563-422-3354 for 
more information about the program.
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Solution

Solution

Bicycle
Bird
Bloom
Breeze
Bunny
Butterfly
Chick
Clouds
Easter
Eggs
Flowers
Galoshes
Garden
Grass
March
Nest
Park
Puddles
Raincoat
Season
Showers
Spring Break
Spring Cleaning
Sprout

Sunshine
Umbrella
Vacation
Warm
Windy
Worm

Springtime Wordsearch

Sudoku C B S C R S V S T S O N S M X
V A P P C E Y F R U G H R A I
M G R H B H E D N E O A T N A
A J I B E S K N N W W R R I O
I C N U I O P Y E I R O P D B
K V G N O L D R X U W Q L S E
M C B N F A S X U Y Q M H F W
R L R Y K G U M B R E L L A R
O O E Z G N I N A E L C G N I
W U A X P J M F E L C Y C I B
M D K D S E F G Z S P U D D L
C S O P S E G Y M D T N K A J
W X X D I S R R E T S A E D Q
V A C A T I O N E N I H S N U
Y L F R E T T U B E K J O B L

C B S C R S V S T S O N S M X
V A P P C E Y F R U G H R A I
M G R H B H E D N E O A T N A
A J I B E S K N N W W R R I O
I C N U I O P Y E I R O P D B
K V G N O L D R X U W Q L S E
M C B N F A S X U Y Q M H F W
R L R Y K G U M B R E L L A R
O O E Z G N I N A E L C G N I
W U A X P J M F E L C Y C I B
M D K D S E F G Z S P U D D L
C S O P S E G Y M D T N K A J
W X X D I S R R E T S A E D Q
V A C A T I O N E N I H S N U
Y L F R E T T U B E K J O B L

Andrew Robinson, Agent
10 N. Locust Ave.
New Hampton, IA 50659
Bus: 641-394-4593
andrew@newhamptoninsurance.com
www.newhamptoninsurance.com

Providing Insurance and Financial ServicesHere to help life go right.

Alta Vista Aces 4-H club

Nashua-Plainfi eld teacher contributes to new book
BY BOB FENSKE

editor@nhtrib.com

Nashua-Plainfi eld High School instructor 
Suzy Turner is one of 15 teachers from around 
the country to contribute to a new book that 
provides lesson plans and essays publishers says 
will advance civic education in preparation for 
the 250th anniversary of the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence.

Turner’s lesson plan — “The Americans with 
Disabilities Act: Taking action of Access” — is 
included in “Building a More Prefect Union,” 
which was released earlier this week.

The book explores events, legislative accom-
plishments and civics action that have collective-
ly moved the country toward what publishers call 
“a more perfect union.” 

The book is a cooperative effort between 
National History Day (NHD) and the National 

Endowment for the Humanities.
“Mrs. Turner has contributed to a collection 

of resources unlike anything we have ever put 
together at National History Day,” NHD Executive 
Director Cathy Gron said in a press release. “We 
have the unique opportunity both to further the 
NHD mission of improving the teaching and 
learning of history and to support the National 
Endowment for Humanities to support the NEH’s 
enduring commitment to tell America’s story.”

Turner has been a longtime 
National History Day coach and 
has guided scores of Nashua-
Plainfi eld students and projects 
to the History Day state and 
national contests.

She joined teachers from 
California, Indiana, Kansas, Korea, Maryland,
Minnesota, Mississippi, Nevada, Ohio,
Pennsylvania and Virginia as contributors.

Turner

Turner’s lesson plan on ADA part of book released in preparation of Declaration of Independence anniversary

BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

Iowa is where a tornado 
watch and a winter storm watch 
can both happen in the same 
fi ve-day time span.

So after last week’s 60s and 
threats of severe weather on 
Wednesday, it’s just natural 
that Chickasaw County res-
idents awoke Monday to ice, 
wind and snow.

They also learned that the 
winter weather advisory had 
turned into a winter storm 
warning.

The good news for New 
Hampton Superintendent Jay 
Jurrens is that he didn’t have 
to make “the call” as the school 
district was scheduled for a 
professional development on 
Monday.

That, though, was called off 
because of the ice, snow, high 
winds and a forecast that said 
the area could get 5 to 7 inch-
es of snow during the day on 
Monday.

Still, the precipitation, 
though, was much needed as 
Chickasaw County remains for 
the most part “abnormally dry,” 
according to the latest report 
from the U.S. Drought Monitor.

“I think if we get that rain, a 
lot of it is going to soak in,” ISU 

Extension agronomist Terry
Basol said last week. “We had
enough of a warming trend that
it’s defi nitely helped take some
of the frost off the top. The
worry sometimes is that it will
all run off — and where it’s
snow covered, it will — but I
think this will defi nitely help.”

Basol said area farmers 
should be OK when it comes to
their soil moisture if Northeast
Iowa has a “normal spring.”

“It’s not like last year where 
we had a full compliment of
moisture — both top and sub-
soil — going into the growing
season,” he said, “but if we get
timely rainfall in the next couple
of months, we’ll be fi ne. ... Even
if it’s snow,” he said, “it’s not
necessarily horrible if tempera-
tures warm up fairly quickly.”

And that’s this week scenar-
io, as temperatures are expect-
ed to be in the 40s for most of
the week, break 50 on Saturday
and near 60 on Sunday.

Basol said other areas of 
Iowa — especially the western
parts of the state — are experi-
encing conditions much worse
than the New Hampton area.

“They’re dealing with a per-
sistent drought,” he said, “and
so, yes, we’re a little concerned
going into this growing season,
but it could be a lot of worse.”

Winter makes a quick 
stop in Northeast Iowa
After storm brushes area, good news is warm up 
on the way and moisture needed by area farmers

Another reason 
to dislike 
Mondays!
Downtown New Hampton 
begins to fi ll up with snow 
Monday morning as a 
storm that also brought ice 
and strong winds moved 
into the area and led to the 
National Weather Service 
issuing a winter storm 
warning.

Bob Fenske/Tribune

The Alta Vista Aces held their February meet-
ing at the VFW in Alta Vista. The meeting was 
called to order on Feb. 14 by Hattie Miller.  
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Gibson 
Haefl inger.  The roll call question for the meeting 
was “Name a State?”  It was answered by 9 mem-
bers and 2 leaders.

The Secretary’s report was given by Samara 
Haefl inger. Josi Andera made a motion to 
approve the Secretary’s report, Olivia Horner 
seconded it.  The Treasurer’s report was read by 
Emily Geerts. Ellette Haefl inger made a motion 
to approve the Treasurer’s report and Samara 
Haefl inger seconded it.

Committee Reports: 
February’s committee for 
Valentine Cards to the Elderly 
and the Nursing home is Troy 
and Elena Federspiel. Our 
Easter Committee this year is 
Emily Geerts, Olivia Horner 
and Josi Andera.

Old Business: Thank You 
again to Alta Vistas Peoples 
Insurance who sent the 
Alta Vista Aces club a lovely 
Christmas card and gift certif-
icate.

New Business: The 4-Hers 
are reminded to keep drawing 
pictures for our seasonal color-
ing book and get them turned in 
quickly. Clubbers gave a unani-
mous vote to sponsor the Senior 
High Points Horse Award. 
While discussing how to hold 
a socially distanced Easter Egg 
Hunt it was decided that this 
year the Alta Vista Aces  will 
be hold a Easter Bunny Hunt 
instead. Clubbers are looking 
forward to trying something 
new and hopefully as exciting 
as other years. Fliers and post-
ers will be up soon with all the 
information. Next club meeting 
4-Hers will be having a pizza 
party and giving their presen-
tations.

Upcoming Events & Dates: 
YQCA does not yet have a date 
and time but there will be multi-
ple dates with small class sizes. 
Keep and eye out online for that 
to be posted.

May 15 – Animal IDs due 
online

June 15 – Animal entries are due on fairentry.
com

July 1 – Static entries are due on fairentry.com
July 6 – 12 – 4-H and FFA Achievement Show
July 12–22 – Iowa State Fair
A reminder was given to check the Newsletter 

on Facebook or at Chickasaw 4-H online.
The club will be hosting our next meeting 

and pizza party. Josi Andera made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by 
Ellette Haefl inger.  The 4-H Pledge was led by 
Emily Geerts. 

— Samara Haefl inger, 
Alta Vista Aces reporter

IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR 
CHICKASAW COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF

SUE MARIE OLSON, Deceased
CASE NO. ESPR002943 NOTICE 

OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF AP-
POINTMENT OF EXECUTOR, 
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the Es-

tate of Sue Marie Olson, Deceased, who 
died on or about February 24, 2021:

You are hereby notified that on 
March 1, 2021 the Last Will and Testa-
ment of Sue Marie Olson, deceased, bear-
ing date of July 31, 2019, was admitted 
to probate in the above named court and 
that Arden Thomas Olson was appointed 
Executor of the estate. Any action to set 
aside the Will must be brought in the dis-
trict court of said county within the later 
to occur of four months from the date of 
the second publication of this notice or 
one month from the date of mailing of 
this notice to all heirs of the decedent and 
devisees under the Will whose identities 

are reasonably ascertainable, or thereaf-
ter be forever barred.

Notice is further given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are requested 
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims 
against the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above named district court, as 
provided by law, duly authenticated, for 
allowance, and unless so filed by the later
to occur of four months from the date of 
the second publication of this notice or
one month from the date of mailing of 
this notice (unless otherwise allowed or
paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

 Dated March 1, 2021.
Date of second publication: 03/16/21
Arden Thomas Olson, Executor of

the Estate, 803 N. Mesa Dr., Olathe, KS 
66061

Kevin J. Kennedy, AT0004198, At-
torney for Executor, 12 E. Main St., PO 
Box 406, New Hampton, Iowa 50659

       
       No. 20853

03/09/21   03/16/21

Our hours of operation on those days 
is 8:00am to 11:30am for large loads. 
Last small load on the scale at 11:45.  
Our RCC will not be open on those days, the county listed 

above after the date will be where the mobile collection is.  

You must call the landfill for an appointment for 

those mobile collections.

Floyd-Mitchell-Chickasaw Landfill

Summer Hours

April 3rd - Floyd

May 1st - Mitchell

June 5th - Chickasaw

July 17th - Floyd

August 7th - Mitchell

September 18th - Floyd

October 2nd - Mitchell

CLIP & SAVE

NHTRIB.COM



ROLLAWAY LEAGUE
STANDINGS W L
Stanton Electric 162 78
The Blue Iris 138 102
Pocketful of Posies 128 112
Hulbert Carpentry 116 124
Pearson Trucking 104.5 135.5
ASO 71.5 168.5

MARCH 1 RESULTS
Pearson Trucking 8, Stan-

ton Electric 22; Hulbert Car-
pentry 11, Pocketful of Posies 
19; Blue Iris 19.5, ASO 10.5.

LEADERS
High individual games: D. 

Nehl 205-234, R. Geerts 200- 
203-214, J. Shatek 207.

High individual series: D. 
Nehl 618, R. Geerts 617, L. 
Novak 541.

High team games: Pock-
etful of Posies 882, Blue Iris 
863, Hulbert Carpentry 824.

High team series: Pock-
etful of Posies 2511, Blue Iris 
2474, ASO 2423.

SPLITS
R. Throndson 3-10, L. Pull-

man 2-7-10.
K. Rosonke
Secretary
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Langreck was a load to han-
dle in 2020-2021 as he aver-
aged over 16 points of scoring a 
game, 3.5 assists, 2.5 rebounds 
and two steals a contest. 
Langreck ranked in the top 5 
in several league statistical cat-
egories. 

"The stats speak for them-
selves but it was Kalvin’s 
growth from his junior to his 
senior year that put him in 
position to have such a strong 
season. Kalvin has also been a 
gym rat but his commitment 
to the weight room and getting 
stronger was what put him in 
position to have such a strong 
senior year," said Sullivan.

Sullivan said Langreck was 
an impactful mentor for Trojans 
that could one day be scoring 
buckets like he did in 2021. 

"Kalvin was the only senior 
on the team and was a great role 
model for the younger genera-
tion and will be greatly missed," 
Sullivan added. 

Kurtenbach was a long-range 
threat with his 3-point shoot-
ing. He connected on 46 makes 
from beyond the arc - second 
most in the league. Kurtenbach 
averaged 14 points of offense 
and he also racked up 61 steals 
- a top 10 total in the league. He 
was also a league leader with his 
6.9 rebound average. 

"Garrett struggled early on 
in the season in fi nding his shot 
but was still fi nding ways to 
contribute to the team. In the 
second half of the season he 
really found his rhythm and this 
allowed for things to open up 
for himself and for others on 
the team," said Sullivan. 

The sky is the limit for 

Kurtenbach next year when his 
senior season could be one of 
the state's best, let alone the 
UIC. 

"Garrett will be somebody 
who can take his game to a 
whole new level if he contin-
ues to put in the work in the 
gym and makes a real commit-
ment to the weight room," said 
Sullivan. 

Trojan sophomores 
Noah Hanson and Calvin 
Bodensteiner each were hon-
ored with a spot on the honor-
able-mention team. 

Hanson was a force in the 
fast-break pace of Sullivan's 
team. He averaged eight points 
of offense and was second in the 
league in steals (55).

Bodensteiner scored at a clip 
of 10 points a game. He was 
very active down low for the 
Trojans, where, like Hason, he 
amassed around fi ve rebounds 
a tilt.

Turkey Valley (14-7) fi n-
ished third in the UIC with a 
12-4 mark. The Trojans were 
gunning for a fi fth-straight 
league crown this year. TV 
had graduated a very talented 
and large senior class headed 
into the 2020-2021 campaign. 
Sullivan said his team proved 
the doubters wrong this winter 
that thought his team couldn't 
fi nish near the top of the league 
standings. 

"These are well-deserved 
honors for all four of these ath-
letes. This group was written off 
by a lot of people but they all 
understood that they had dif-
ferent roles but the same team 
goals and with that mindset we 
put together a very strong year 
and I couldn’t be more proud of 
all of our guys," said Sullivan. 

All-Upper Iowa Conference 
Boys Basketball

FIRST TEAM
Kole Johnson North Fayette Valley Sr. 
Dalton Dibert Kee Jr. 
Caleb Helle Clayton Ride Jr. 
Jacob Herold South Winneshiek Sr. 
Trey Kreiner South Winneshiek Jr. 
Kalvin Langreck Turkey Valley Sr. 
Garrett Kurtenbach Turkey Valley Jr. 

SECOND TEAM
Grant Stolka North Fayette Valley Sr. 
Caden Palmer Clayton Ridge Jr. 
Aidan Nelson West Central Sr. 
Hazen Loan Central Elkader Sr. 
Collin Wiltgen South Winneshiek Sr. 
William Spielbauer Clayton Ridge Jr. 
Tanner Johnson North Fayette Valley Sr. 

HONORABLE MENTION
Evan Pensel Central Elkader Sr. 
Parker Vaughan Central Elkader Jr.
Drake Ostrander Clayton Ridge Jr.
Caden Helle Clayton Ridge Soph. 
Tyson Cota Kee Jr.
Damon Weber Kee Jr.
Cayden Ball MFL-Mar-Mac  Sr.
Gavin Meana MFL-Mar-Mac  Sr.
Jonah Moore North Fayette Valley Sr.
Ben Miller North Fayette Valley Jr.
Austin Schutte Postville Jr.
Brayden Lenth Postville Sr.
Cael Kuboushek South Winneshick Sr. 
Carson Wenthold South Winneshiek Soph. 
Noah Hanson Turkey Valley Soph.
Calvin Bodensteiner Turkey Valley Soph.
Logan Wescott West Central Jr.
Hunter Kent-Thomas West Central Sr.

Trojan boys have 
quartet of players 
named all-league

ALL-UIC BOYS: FROM 16
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
PROJECT M-2021-1
   Chickasaw County will receive 

sealed bids for LIMESTONE RESUR-
FACING until 10:00 A.M., CDT, on the 
29th day of March 2021, at the Office of 
the County Auditor, Courthouse, New 
Hampton, Iowa, at which time all bids
will be publicly opened and read aloud.

   Specifications and bidding docu-
ments may be obtained from the Office 
of the County Engineer, Courthouse,
New Hampton, Iowa 50659.

   A certified check in an amount not 
less than ten percent (10%) of the bid, or 
satisfactory Bid Bond executed by the
Bidder and an acceptable Surety, shall be 
submitted with the bid.

   The County reserves the right to
reject any or all bids, to waive techni-
calities, or to readvertise for bids, if the
best interest of the County will be served
thereby.

No.20870
03/16/21 NH
03/18/21 NR

Legal Notice

Chickasaw County Ambulance 
Council  February 24, 2021 Meeting 

Minutes 1928 Linn Drive New Hamp-
ton, IA 50659

Meeting called to order by Chairman 
Mark Mueterthies at 6:35 pm.

Ambulance Council members pres-
ent were Amy Laures, David Geerts, 
Jacob Hackman, Scott Cerwinske, 
James Mitchell, Mark Mueterthies, 
Bobby Schwickerath, Randy Taylor

Absent: Jim Ashley
Guests present were Jeff Bernatz, 

Mattew Kuhn, Martin Hermann, and 
Nate Schwickerath

Motion by Jacob Hackman, sec-
onded by James Mitchell to approve the 
agenda.  All Ayes. Motion Carried

Motion by David Geerts, seconded 
by Randy Taylor to approve the minutes 
of the February 17, 2021 Chickasaw 
County Ambulance Council meeting 
minutes.  All Ayes.  Motion Carried

Jacob Hackman asked Jeremy 
McGrath if the copy they had was the 
current proposal, Jeremy McGrath con-
firmed that it was.

Discussion was held on three 
councerns with the proposal, confidenti-
ality (HIPPA), exit clause, and the price.

Jeremy McGrath advised the council 
that his business was not comfortable 
with the language that any elected of-

ficial would have the right to see the 
information requested by the Chickasaw 
County Ambulance Council.  Jeremy 
McGrath advised that if HIPPA is vio-
lated, he would get the $50,000 fine for 
releasing the information.  James Mitch-
ell and Amy Laures both stated that they 
are not asking for patient information, 
just the numbers.

James mitchell stated the Chickasaw 
County Ambulance Council wanted the 
same exit clause for both Chickasaw 
Ambulance Seervice and the Chicka-
saw County Ambulance Council.  Nate 
Schwickerath explained the terms of 
notice.

Jacob Hackman brought up discus-
sion about the new radio system being 
b uilt and asked how use of said system 
would apply to a private business.  Jeff 
Bernatz advised that he would prefer 
that use of the subscriber hardware be 
determined in the equipment transfer 
agreement and the use of emergency 
dispatch be dealt through the Sheriff.

Jacob Hackman advised Jeremy Mc-
Grath that the transfer of books on July 
1 makes it very difficult to make the 
first payment on July 1.  James Mitchell 
suggested changing the date to Juy 15.

James Mitchell stated that they 
talked about Chickasaw Ambulance 
Service becoming a Medicaid provider, 

Jeremy McGrath believes that the loss is 
too great to proceed.  Jeremy McGrath 
said they offer the Medicaid patient the 
opportunity to pay $500 in the first six 
months, but if they choose not to do that 
they owe the full balance.

James Mitchell advised that his 
council did not budget to more than they 
currently pay for ambulance service.  
James Mitchell also mentioned that his 
council would like full-time paramedic 
service.

James Mitchell advised the Chicka-
saw County Ambulance Council that the 
“EMS Essential Service” bill passed the 
House and moving forward.

Jacob Hackman asked Jeremy 
McGrath if the amount on the proposal 
was his final number, Jeremy McGrath 
advised yes.  James Mitchell said he 
would have to take it back to his council 
to get their thoughts.

Jacob Hackman asked Jeremy Mc-
Grath if we could find another provider 
to cover 1/8 of the county to the East, 
would he still need this number to take 
care of the rest of the county, Jeremy 
McGrath responded that that would re-
duce revenue and make it more difficult.

Bobby Schwickerath requested to 
schedule another meeting following re-
view by each city council.

Jacob Hackman asked what happens 

to the five-member vote if not all city 
councils approve?

Mark Mueterthies and amy laures 
stated that their councils are still going 
to want an audit.

James Mitchell asked if the prices 
changes if they just stick with the State-
ment of Understanding with no audit 
talk at all?  Jeremy McGrath responded 
stating that auditing is in the by-laws so 
that’s pretty much a done deal.

Mark Mueterthies asked how many 
people Chickasaw Ambulance Service 
hired in the last year?  Jeremy McGrath 
advised that they hired one, but then left 
for a different job.

Next meeting scheduled for March 
2, 2021 6:00 pm.  All ayes, Motion 
carried

Motion by Bobby Schwickerath, 
second by Amy Laures to adjourn.  All 
Ayes, Motion Carried

Mark Mueterthies, Chairman Chick-
asaw County Ambulance Council

Jeff Bernatz, Secretary Chickasaw 
County Ambulance Council

No. 20872
03/16/21

News Release
Gardiner + Company today released 

an audit report on the Floyd-Mitch-
ell-Chickasaw Solid Waste Management 
Agency.

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS:
The Agency had total operating re-

ceipts of $1,349,014 for the year ended 
September 30, 2020, a 3.20% increase 
from the prior year. Operating disburse-
ments for the year ended September 30, 
2020 totaled $1,232,636, a 15.03% in-
crease from the prior year.

AUDIT FINDINGS:
Gardiner+ Company reported find-

ings related to the receipt and disburse-
ment of taxpayer funds. They are found 
on pages 25 through 30 of this report. 
The findings address issues such as lack 
of segregation of duties and financial re-
porting. Gardiner+ Company provided 

the Agency with recommendations to
address each of these findings.

Three of the findings discussed
above are repeated from the prior year. 
The Agency Board has a fiduciary re-
sponsibility to provide oversight of the
Agency’s operations and financial trans-
actions. Oversight is typically defined
as the “watchful and responsible care” a 
governing body exercises in its fiduciary 
capacity.

A copy of the audit report is available 
for review in the Floyd-Mitchell-Chicka-
saw Solid Waste Management Agency’s 
office and on the Auditor of State’s web-
site at https://auditor.iowa.gov/audit-re-
ports.

No. 20887
03/16/21

IOWA DISTRICT COURT FOR 
CHICKASAW COUNTY 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF GARY L. SCHORTAU, Deceased

CASE NO. ESPR002940
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT

OF ADMINISTRATOR
AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS
To All Persons Interested in the Es-

tate of Gary L. Schortau, Deceased, who 
died on or about December 28, 2020

You are hereby notified that on Feb-
ruary 23, 2021 , the undersigned was ap-
pointed administrator of the estate.

Notice is hereby given that all per-
sons indebted to the estate are requested 
to make immediate payment to the un-
dersigned, and creditors having claims 
against the estate shall file them with the 
clerk of the above named district court, 

as provided by law, duly authenticated, 
for allowance, and unless so filed by the 
later to occur four months from the date 
of the second publication of this notice or
one month from the date of the mailing of 
this notice (unless otherwise allowed or
paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated February 23 , 2021
Date of second publication: 03/16/21
Ted Schott, Administrator of the 

Estate, 430 Ash St., Fredericksburg, IA
50630

David James Hanson, ICIS#: 
AT0003246, Attorney for the Adminis-
trator, Hofmeyer & Hanson, P.C., 231
S. Main St, PO Box 126, Fayette, Iowa
52142

No. 20850
03/09/21  03/16/21

READ THE LEGALS ... 
IT’S YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW!

BOWLING

Photo courtesy of Becky Babcock

Still perfect
New Hampton/Turkey Valley’s Carson Babcock 

poses with his high school coach, Matt Paulus, after 
he kept his “perfect season” intact with a 7-2 win over 
Don Bosco’s Cade Tenold during Saturday’s TRUE 
event that was held in Sioux City.

The Chickasaw senior, who fi nished off an unde-
feated season in which he went 46-0 with a Class 2A 
state title at 170 pounds, took on Tenold, the Class 
1A champion who went 31-0 during his junior season 
for the Dons, in one of the featured bouts during the 
inaugural event that was sponsored by iawrestle.com.

Babcock has indicated that he plans on continu-
ing his wrestling career in college, but he has yet 
to decide where he’ll attend school after graduating 
from New Hampton this spring.

Sports Briefs
Minnesota’s Blockhus earns 149-pound 

14th seed for national tournament
Former New Hampton/Turkey Valley wrestling star Michael

Blockhus will wrestle either Colorado State’s Marcus Robinson 
or Navy’s Casey Cobb Thursday morning in the fi rst round of
the NCAA Division I wrestling tournament.

The brackets for the three-day tournament that will be held 
in St. Louis’ Enterprise Center were released last week, and
Minnesota’s Blockhus earned the 14th seed.

The tournament will conclude on Saturday night, and Iowa
is the favorite to win its fi rst national crown since 2010. The 
Hawkeyes have four of the top seeds  — Spencer Lee (125), 
Jaydin Eierman (141), Alex Marinelli (165), Michael Kemerer
(174) — in the 10 weight classes.

A year ago, Iowa was favored to win the team title in Min-
neapolis, but the tournament was canceled because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Blockhus had qualifi ed for that tournament as a freshman 
at UNI but decided to transfer to Minnesota this past summer.

American Rivers tournament loss ends 
season for Wartburg, John

Wartburg’s men’s basketball team was one-and-done in
the American Rivers Conference tournament as the Knights
bowed out of the tourney in the opening round last week.

Buena Vista ended Wartburg’s season with a 96-70 victo-
ry, ending what had been a breakout season for former New
Hampton prep Keagan John, who had eight points, three re-
bounds and three assists in the loss.

The junior fi nished the season as the team’s fourth leading 
scorer, averaging 8.1 points a game while shooting almost 58 
percent from the fi eld, including 37 percent from 3-point range,
as a key reserve for his team.

Dubuque won the ARC title Saturday night with a 78-64 win 
over Buena Vista to fi nish the season 14-0.



BY KELLY TERPSTRA
sports@nhtrib.com

Try as they might, defenses just couldn’t 
stop Ali Hoffert out on the basketball court 
this winter. 

While a box-in-one or other gimmick 
ploys by hard-pressed opponents might 
have been able to contain the talented all-
around Turkey Valley Trojan star – Hoffert 
would almost always somehow fi nd a way 
to make her team better in the long run. 

It’s one of the reasons she was named 
to the Class 1A second team all-state squad 
released recently by the Iowa Girls Coaches 
Association. Hoffert was also selected 
as a member of the Class 1A all-district 
Northeast squad by the IGCA. 

“Ali refuses to be denied...she digs deep...
stays after it, and fi nds ways to overcome 

it and do her part to help the team suc-
ceed,” said TV head girls hoops coach Carla 
Nymeyer about the challenges presented to 
Hoffert by teams focusing on stopping her. 

It was a season for the record books for 
Hoffert in 2020-2021, as she broke the 
Turkey Valley girls hoops career 5-on-5 
scoring mark held by former Trojan stand-
out Shelby Reicks. Hoffert fi nished with 
1,346 career points, which topped Reicks’ 
old mark of 1,266. 

Hoffert averaged 18.7 points a contest 
this year and totaled 467 points her senior 
season. Her scoring clip per game was a top-
10 tally in the small-school class. Hoffert 
also averaged over eight rebounds a game 
and swiped almost three steals a contest. 

Hoffert was one of the better free-throw 
shooters in 1A. Her 79.5 percent char-
ity-stripe profi ciency was also a top-10 

total in her class. Hoffert 
drained 43 shots from 
beyond the arc, equating 
to nearly 40 percent from 
3-point range. 

Hoffert scored just 
over 500 points of her prep career scor-
ing total in her fi rst two seasons at South 
Winneshiek. Hoffert then transferred to 
Turkey Valley for her remaining two years 
of prep eligibility. She was thankful the 
move was a smooth transition and she was 
received with open arms into the Trojan 
family. 

“When I came here everyone was so 
welcoming and it’s so fun to play with the 
teammates I have,” said Hoffert. “They’re 
amazing people to be around. It’s just a 
really good experience and I love Carla. 
She’s such a good coach.”
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March Madness 
is back, and it’s 
awesome baby
I’ve got two words for you – COLGATE RAIDERS. 
Let it ride!!! 
I’m all in, baby!!!
I need my bracket and I need it now!!!
Okay, that’s enough exclamation points in one column to 

last a lifetime.
But I’m excited, can’t you tell?
It’s March Madness. 
Let the insanity begin. 
I can’t begin to explain how thankful 

I am, along with millions of other hoops 
fanatics, that the 2021 NCAA Men’s 
Basketball Tournament starts in a few days. 

This is a big deal for me. 
It’s sure been one long year without it. I 

was going to use a curse word in that sen-
tence, but I’m better than that. We all are. 
Everyone’s been frustrated because life isn’t 
back to normal yet, but this COVID-19 pan-
demic is not over. So I’m thrilled we have 
basketball as a diversion – even if it’s a bit 
of a watered-down model without fans. 

Around this time a full calendar year 
ago, the hopes and dreams of countless col-
lege basketball players, coaches and fans were crushed after 
COVID-19 halted any and all hope of crowning a national 
championship in 2020. 

The tournament was canceled – not postponed. 
The one thing I live and look forward to every year was 

kaput. Done. Gone. 
Well, that’s yesterday’s news as the men’s tournament is 

scheduled to get underway in Indiana later this week. All the 
games will be played in a centralized location in the “Hoosier 
State.” All the women’s NCAA tournament games will be 
played down in Texas, specifi cally in or around the Austin 
and San Antonio area. 

But every year I pick a team that fl ies under the radar. 
We all need a Cinderella story. So if the glass slipper fi ts, 

slide it on and wear it.
That means you should always select a team that has long 

odds to make it deep in the tourney. 
Now whether or not you strike gold with that prognosti-

cation and “cash in” on that sleeper pick as they zoom all the 
way into the Final Four is highly unlikely. 

That’s what makes it fun. 
That’s why the Colgate Raiders are Final Four bound, 

baby!!! (yelled in an annoying Dickie V voice). 
No, I’m not gambling, because I have enough vices and I 

don’t need to be rolling the dice with my bank account.
But I am super-pumped and literally counting down the 

hours to Selection Sunday. 
This is my “One Shining Moment.”
Real quick, I’d just like to throw out some interesting tid-

bits about the upcoming tournament that the Raiders, 14-1 
on the year and winners over Loyola-Maryland in the Patriot 
League Championship game on Sunday. 

Colgate is the second-highest scoring team in the nation 
(86.4 ppg) behind tourney favorite – undefeated and No. 1 
Gonzaga. 

Duke and Kentucky each won’t be in the tournament 
at the same time. The void is glaring. That hasn’t hap-
pened since 1976. Duke chose to end its run in the ACC 
Tournament after a positive COVID test. The Blue Devils 
won’t be dancing for the fi rst time since 1995. Kentucky 
hasn’t had a losing record like they had this winter since 
1989. That’s only happened three times in almost 100 years 
of Kentucky bluegrass basketball. 

Seems odd without those blue bloods, but the fi rst couple 
rounds of March Madness are all about the small schools 
that don’t get enough recognition and publicity. Cinderella 
is just begging for a date to the ball. Whether or not she gets 
there on time usually comes down to guard play and cutting 
down on the turnovers. 

Loyola of Chicago is back in the tournament again. The 
Ramblers had a scintillating run in 2018 to advance to the 
Final Four for the second time in school history. They were 
an 11 seed that year. 

Hoops fans should remember the tournament’s darling 
that year – Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt, the 101-year old 
chaplain for the Ramblers basketball squad. 

It sounds like she won’t be attending the games in per-
son this March. But she will provide a lifeline to her loyal 
players. She was put through on speaker phone to talk to 
the team, say a prayer along with words of encouragement 
before games at the start of the Missouri Valley Conference 
Tournament. She said she will be rooting on the Ramblers in 
prayer and in spirit if she doesn’t travel with the team.

She’s 101 years old. Remarkable. 
Thanks to technology, we will be able to hear her thoughts 

and wisdom about her team’s performance in an interview. 
I have my fi ngers crossed. I would listen to her giving a take 
on pretty much anything, because she has to be one of my 
all-time favorite sports fans ever. 

Loyola (Chicago) defeated Drake in the MVC Final to 
secure an automatic bid. Speaking of the Bulldogs, they got 
“in” on Sunday and will play in the “First Four” games.

They were defi nitely on the bubble. The Bulldogs, 25-4, 
have produced its best season since its memorable run to the 
tourney 15 years ago in 2008. 

One last thing, it’s good to see Dick Vitale still going 
strong. He’ll be 82 years old in June. 

Sure, he probably needs to retire, but what would he do?
Basketball is his life. His work with pediatric cancer has 

been nothing short of amazing. It’s became his life’s obses-
sion outside of basketball.

I get it, it’s not 1989 anymore, Dickie V. Yes, he can be 
painful to listen to at times during the games he still broad-
casts, but he’s a legend anyway you slice it.  

Without him, hoops just wouldn’t be the same. I could say 
that about a lot of people, but there’s only one P.T.P. (Prime 
Time Player) and it’s not Bob Knight or Lou Holtz. 

Let’s tip this thing off already.
Just Win Baby!!! Go Raiders!!!! I can’t believe I just said 

that, I’m a Kansas City Chiefs fan. 
But that’s March Madness. 

Kelly Terpstra 
has been the 

Tribune’s sports 
editor since 
2020, and he 

can be reached 
by email at 

sports@nhtrib.
com.
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TV senior named to all-state team

Hoff ert

Hoffert caps her standout career with Iowa Girls Coaches Association honor

While Hoffert helped head-
line the fi rst team, TV head 
coach Carla Nymeyer saw senior 
Jaycie Byrne earn second-team 
honors. Trojan juniors Jalyssa 
Blazek and Kara Reicks were 
featured on the honorable-men-
tion team. 

Hoffert was second in the 
league in scoring (18.7) behind 
Kee's Reagan Mudderman's 
22-point average. 

Hoffert averaged over eight 
rebounds a contest — also sec-
ond-most in the UIC. Hoffert's 
all-around game was steady as 
a rock and she led the league 
in free-throw shooting with 
an almost 80 percent pro-
fi ciency. Hoffert's 43 made 
3-pointers was also second to 
Mudderman's 45 for the league 
leader in that category. 

“She has put a ton of time 
and sweat into becoming the 
excellent player she is. Her 
determination and commit-
ment are outstanding. She is 
a great person and carries a 
lot of self-pride … no matter 
what she is involved in, she 
wants to do her best and help 
others be their best as well. We 
rely heavily on her court sense 
and consistency, as well as her 
outstanding leadership,” said 
Nymeyer.  

Byrne was one of the state's 

best defenders and led the UIC 
in steals (122) — four better 
than Mudderman. 

Byrne averaged 10.8 points 
and used her excellent footwork 
to excel down low amongst tall-
er players. 

Byrne was one of three senior 
starters for Nymeyer — includ-
ing senior guard Kylie Wurzer. 

“Jaycie Byrne, Ali Hoffert 
and Kylie Wurzer have given 
our program a great boost and 
we appreciate everything they 
have done and are doing for us. 
Those three are an awesome 
trio of young ladies!” Nymeyer 
added.

Blazek's fl oor presence and 
defense were key cogs in Turkey 
Valley's attack. 

Along with Reicks, the duo 
formed an imposing force 
in Turkey Valley's pressure 
defense. 

Blazek averaged 4.6 points 
of offense and Reicks netted 
almost seven points of offense a 
contest. Reicks drained 25 treys 
on the season. 

Turkey Valley played to a 
19-6 mark and lost to No. 3 St. 
Ansgar in the regional fi nal. 

The Trojans placed second in 
the league (13-3) behind confer-
ence champion North Fayette 
Valley (20-3, 15-0). 

“It was a great group of girls 
to work with. They go hard each 
day – good attitudes. They real-

ly bought into the whole team 
aspect. We had good chemis-
try this year,” said Nymeyer. 

“They wanted to compete for 
each other and not against one 
another.”

All-Upper Iowa Conference 
Girls Basketball

FIRST TEAM
Ali Hoff ert Turkey Valley Sr. 
Jada Mitchell Lansing Kee Sr. 
Riley Moreland MFL MarMac Jr. 
Reagan Mudderman Kee Jr. 
Abby Reichter North Fayette Valley Sr. 
Delaney Scherf Elkader Central Soph. 
Kenlin Schmitt North Fayette Valley Jr. 

SECOND TEAM
Jaycie Byrne Turkey Valley Sr. 
Alyssa Bohr North Fayette Valley Jr. 
Haley Frieden Central Soph. 
Kayden Gillitzer MFL MarMac Sr. 
Miranda Lang MFL MarMac Jr. 
Savannah Meyer Clayton Ridge Jr. 
Emma Ney North Fayette Valley Sr. 
Bryleigh Rouse West Central Sr.  

HONORABLE MENTION
Josie Tieskoetter South Winneshiek Fr. 
Mary Frana South Winneshiek Sr 
Kara Reicks Turkey Valley Jr. 
Jalyssa Blazek Turkey Valley Jr.. 
Marlee Squires West Central Sr. 
Aaliyah Gordon West Central Jr. 
LaKota Morrissey MFL MarMac Jr. 
Ashley Shaw MFL MarMac Soph.
Regan Griffi  th NFV Sr. 
Justine Cowley NFV Soph. 
Mackenzie Mohs Postville Sr. 
Sierra Mohs Postville Soph. 
Abby Cummer Central Sr. 
Hannah Asche Central Soph. 
Emilie Christianson Clayton Ridge Sr. 
Kayla Kelly Clayton Ridge Sr. 
Macy Manning Kee Sr. 
Haley Meyer Kee Sr. 

Turkey Valley coach loved 
Trojans’ team chemistry

ALL-UIC GIRLS: FROM 16

Dorothy Huber/Tribune
Turkey Valley senior Jaycie Byrne puts up a layup during a Trojans road victory over Upper Iowa Conference rival 
South Winneshiek this past season.



NOW HIRING
1st  & 2nd Shift CNC Machine Operators
Starting wage of $15. Attendance Bonus!

Experience preferred or will train, wage based on experience.
40 hour weeks with minimal overtime. 

Benefits offered: Health, dental, vision and 401k retirement plan.
Pre-employment drug test required.

“Family oriented, Family owned!”

Apply at: 
2210 270TH STREET,

NEW HAMPTON, IA 50659
641-394-4993

TriMark Corporation, a leading designer and manufacturer of enclosure hardware, is 
currently accepting applications for the following FULL-TIME positions.

TriMark Corporation offers competitive wages and an outstanding benefits package including 
medical, dental, vision, life, flexible spending accounts, salary continuation, long term disability, long 

term care, 401(k), paid time off (vacation, holiday), tuition reimbursement.

An application must be completed separately for each position you are 
interested in. For consideration, ensure that your application is completed in 

its entirety and includes full work history. Please refer to our website, 
www.trimarkcorp.com to submit applications electronically.

Applicants for employment will be required to undergo a physical examination and/or drug 
screen test as a condition of employment. Equal Opportunity Employer

TriMark®
New Hampton, Iowa
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BY BOB FENSKE
editor@nhtrib.com

New Hampton’s football team is head-
ed west for the next two years after the 
Iowa High School Athletic Association 
announced new districts for the sport 
that will see plenty of changes in 2021.

The Chickasaws were placed in Class 
2A, District 3 that also includes Clear 
Lake, Crestwood, Forest City, Garner-
Hayfi eld-Ventura and Osage — all teams 
that have been in the same district 
as New Hampton at times since the 
Chickasaws dropped from 3A to 2A in 
2010.

The IHSAA released the districts 
on Friday, a day after the association’s 
Board of Control approved them.

The 2021 football season will be the 
fi rst with a new seventh classifi cation 
(Class 5A), approved in January by the 
Board of Control to reduce the disparity 
in enrollment in the IHSAA’s largest 
class of football. 

Following the one-year assignments 
in 2020, districts and Class 5A groups 
are effective for a two-year cycle.

Class 5A’s group and success model 
format is based on information out-
lined in February 2020, before COVID-
19 related changes were made in July to 
the IHSAA’s football scheduling.

New Hampton coach Scott Frerichs 
said one positive with the new districts 

is the familiarity.
“We’ve seen all those teams at one time 

or another,” he said, “but coaches change 
and so that really only goes so far.”

The veteran coach was asked if he 
would prefer more “stability” when it 
came to district football, and his answer 
was quick.

“Honestly, I don’t think about things I 
can’t change,” he said. “They tell us who 
we’re going to play in our district and 
that’s that.”

Frerichs, who also serves as New 
Hampton’s activities director, said the 
school this week will submit up to fi ve 
schools that it would like to play in 

its three non-district games, and the 
IHSAA will announce full schedules for 
the next two years sometime later this 
spring.

Smaller schools in the state will play 
an eight-game regular season schedule 
although they will have the option of 
picking up a ninth game if they don’t 
qualify for the postseason.

Earlier this year, the ISHAA 
announced widespread changes when 
it comes to football and its postseason. 
Classes 5A, 4A and 3A will each have 36 
teams, play nine regular season games 
and have 16 postseason qualifi ers.

Classes 2A, 1A, A and Eight-Man will 

each have 48 teams, play eight regular 
season games and have 32 playoff qual-
ifi ers.

•••••
Turkey Valley, meanwhile, will see 

many of the same district opponents 
it had a year ago as the Trojans were 
placed in Eight-Man, District 3.

The district includes Clarksville, 
Janesville, Riceville, Rockford, Tripoli, 
West Central. 

In 2020, the Trojans played in 
District 2, and Clarksville, Janesville, 
Riceville, Rockford and Tripoli all made 
the move to District 3 for the upcoming 
two seasons.

Chickasaws 
to head west 
for football
Turkey Valley’s district includes 
many of same teams from ’20

Bob Fenske/Tribune
New Hampton defensive lineman Jacob Burgart puts pressure on Forest City quarterback Carter Bruckoff 
during a postseason game in 2020.

players on the court, but even 
better people off of it.” 

Turkey Valley and the sport 
of basketball first entered 
Sullivan’s life as a third-grader 
growing up in nearby Protivin 
when he said Clair Dietzenbach 
asked him to join a local AAU 
hoops team. 

“I have never looked back 
since,” said Sullivan. 

Despite graduating one of 
the better athletic senior class-
es Turkey Valley has ever pro-
duced in 2020, his Trojans 
played to a 14-7 mark this year 
and fi nished third in the UIC 
with a record of 12-4. 

“There were many people 
who wrote us off this year but 
we were right in the mix for 
another conference champion-
ship up until the last week of 
the regular season. This team 
is a perfect demonstration of 
what I have been trying to do 

since I have been here and 
that is to build a program that 
is constantly competing for 
championships and consistent-
ly reloading on a year-to-year 
basis,” said Sullivan. 

Sullivan said his biggest 
regret – if you want to call it 
that – was not qualifying TV for 
the state tournament held down 
in Des Moines at Wells Fargo 
Arena. 

“All these teams I have 
coached hold a special place in 
my heart because they would 
run through a wall for me and 
they know I would do the same 
for them. We may not have 
gotten to our ultimate goal of 
getting to “The Well” but we 
always went down swinging,” 
said Sullivan.

What does the future hold 
for Sullivan after a successful 
tenure at his alma mater?

His coaching talent may well 
land just up road in Cresco. 

Sullivan announced his res-

ignation at TV the same day 
longtime Crestwood coach 
Lynn McCormick stated he was 
retiring after 20 years as the 
Cadet boys basketball coach. 

While Sullivan would not say 
whether he was offered the job 
at Crestwood – where he has 
taught at since 2016 — it seems 
like a logical fi t. 

Regardless, Sullivan was 
thankful to have been allowed 
to instill life lessons and a desire 
to win that his players quickly 
picked up on. 

“There is no better feeling 
then talking to my former play-
ers and seeing how successful 
they have become in the real 
world. I have been blessed 
with amazing assistant coach-
es and volunteers who have 
helped build this program into 
a contender every year,” said 
Sullivan.

Sullivan’s gratitude toward 
those he felt needed recogni-
tion for his team’s success is 

extensive. Whether it was TV 
girls basketball coach Carla 
Nymeyer, parents, managers, 
scorekeepers, custodians or 
administration and faculty – he 
appreciated their contributions 
to the program. 

He also gave a shout out to 
his family for making sacrifi ces 
while he was away from home 
coaching games in countless 
gyms across the state. 

“The last thanks goes out to 
my family and especially my 
wife for putting up with me and 
dealing with the late nights of 
getting home from games and 
having to break stats down or 
prep for our next opponent and 

being gone so often. If it wasn’t 
for her, I wouldn’t have been 
able to do this for as many years 
as I have and she’s been the true 
rock star,” Sullivan added. 

Sullivan averaged over 26 
points a contest his senior sea-
son of basketball at Turkey 
Valley. He broke several school 
records at TV – including most 
points scored in a season (599), 
most rebounds in a game (27 
and career rebounds (683).

Turkey Valley will also have 
to replace its athletic director 
as Dalton Hackman resigned 
his teaching and administra-
tive duties this past week at the 
school district. 

No Hidden Requirements
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419 W. Milwaukee St., New Hampton, 641-229-5655

1626 S. Grand Ave., Charles City, 641-330-6865
1200 3rd Ave. S.E., Independence, 319-334-7066

200 1st Ave. S.E., Oelwein, 319-283-3372
113 E. Bradford St., West Union, 563-422-8988

TV COACH: FROM 16

Sullivan resigns from Turkey Valley the same week Crestwood coach retires

Chickasaw 
Men’s Pool

Week 17   March 8
                               W      L 
The Pub ................  97 – 56
Josie’s 2 ................  90 - 63
VFW ......................  86 – 67
HereZ2U ...............  85 - 68
Butch’s 1 ..............  78 – 75
Brite Spot .............  78 – 72
Josie’s 1 ................  68 – 85
Butch’s 2 ..............  63 – 90
Hide-A-Way ..........  63 - 90
Quigley’s ...............  57 – 96

Results
Brite Spot   7,  Butch’s 1,  2
Josie’s 2  7, Quigley’s  2
The Pub  5, Josie’s 1  4
HereZ2U  6, Hide-A-Way 3
VFW 7, Butch’s 2  2

THREE GAME 
WINNERS:

Josie’s 2:  Darin & Marcus
HereZ2U:  Jake & Brad
The Pub:  Bruce & Ryan
VFW: Adam & Brad
Brite Spot:  Justin & 
Randy,  DJ & Marty

TABLE RUN
None

ON TAP FOR 
CHICKASAWS AND 

TROJANS
WEDNESDAY

Chickasaw Athlet-
ic Booster Club, New 
Hampton High School 
cafeteria (new gym lobby), 
6 p.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 22
New Hampton, Turkey 

Valley track scrimmage at 
New Hampton, 4 p.m.
THURSDAY, MARCH 25

Turkey Valley track at 
North Fayette coed meet, 
4:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 1
New Hampton trap-

shooting vs. Waver-
ly-Shell Rock, 4 p.m.

New Hampton track at 
Waverly-Shell Rock Early 
Bird Coed, 5 p.m.

New Hampton soccer 
at Charles City, 5:30 
p.m.
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Lobby Hours and Drive Up Window Service
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Call 641-229-8500

Neighbor Friend Bank
visit our website www.mysecuritystate.com
Sign up for Online Banking & eStatements

ATEK Metal Technologies is GROWING – 
and there has never been a better opportunity 
to join our top notch team. We have immediate 

openings to support our new business, and 
have a great opportunity for you!  
We will be offering a limited time 

“Signing Bonus” for new members 
that join our team. 

If you would like to learn more about our 

package, and are interested in being part of 
an amazing team and growing organization, 
please contact Shannon Westin at swestin@

atekcompanies.com or 641-394-1704.

87.05± Acres • Chickasaw County, Iowa

For more information on property details, please contact:

www.FarmersNational.com
Real Estate Sales • Auctions • Farm and Ranch Management • Collateral Inspections
Appraisals • Insurance • Consultation • Oil, Gas, and Renewable Energy Management

Forest Resource Management • National Hunting Leases • FNC Ag Stock

L-2100254L-2100254

Randy Mitchell, Agent • New Hampton, Iowa
Phone: (641) 220-3410

RMitchell@FarmersNational.com • www.FarmersNational.com/RandyMitchell

LAND FOR SALELAND FOR SALE

Buyer to receive rent for 2021 if Buyer to receive rent for 2021 if 
closed between June 1st and June 10thclosed between June 1st and June 10th

-- Good percent return on investment --
-- Good access driveways and lays good --

Upper Iowa Marine’s
SPRING BOAT SHOW & SALE

Phone: 866-382-9387  |  Fax:563-382-5488
Email: uimarine@usa.com |  www.upperiowamarine.com

Trojans seeking new boys coach
Sullivan resigns after 10 years leading his alma mater’s program

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
sports@nhtrib.com

A decade’s worth of winning basket-
ball, but a bond that will last a lifetime. 

Chris Sullivan bleeds Trojan red 
and white. 

So when he announced he was step-
ping down as the Turkey Valley boys 
basketball coach this past week after 
a successful 10-year stint, don’t think 
the 2007 TV grad won’t stay connected 
to his Trojan past. 

Those roots were fi rmly planted 
years ago. 

“I will always be a Trojan deep 
down no matter where I am at,” said 
Sullivan. 

Sullivan took over the boys hoops 
program that he used to play in when 

he was hired in 2011 and led the 
Trojans to four consecutive conference 
championships from 2016-2020. He 
guided TV to the district fi nal in his 
fi rst year at the helm – a season that 
produced a runner-up fi nish in the 
Upper Iowa Conference. 

Winning records were just a frac-
tion of his impact on the hoops players 
he helped mold into winners on the 
hardwood. 

“When I was offered the job 10 
years ago, I was on cloud nine and 
it was truly a dream come true to 
come back to my alma mater,” Sullivan 
said. “During these past ten years it 
has been an absolute blast develop-
ing young student athletes into better 

The Sully Era
Turkey Valley’s overall record 

and UIC fi nishes during Chris 
Sullivan’s coaching career:
2011-12 17-7 2nd
2012-13 5-16 10th
2013-14 9-13 7th
2014-15 9-14 9th
2015-16 6-15 9th
2016-17 14-9 5th*
2017-18 18-5 1st
2018-19 18-5 1st
2019-20 22-4 1st
2020-21 14-7 3rd
Total 132-95

• Won UIC “small-school” title.
SOURCE: ia.varsitybound.com

Dorothy Huber/Tribune
Showing the intensity he was known for, Chris Sullivan coaches his
Turkey Valley boys basketball team in the 2020 substate game.

Dorothy Huber/Tribune
Ali Hoffert puts up a shot in traffi c during Turkey Valley’s 
regional fi nal game against St. Ansgar.

Trojan girls place 
quartet on all-UIC
Hoffert named to fi rst team; Byrne, Reicks, 
Blazek also honored by conference coaches

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
sports@nhtrib.com

Ali Hoffert rose to the top of 
the scoring summit this winter 
for the Turkey Valley Trojans. 

The career scoring leader in 
5-on-5 girls basketball at TV 
set a bar that will be tough to 
eclipse. 

Hoffert's 1,346 points sur-
passed Shelby Reicks’ old mark of 1,266. 

But this 2020-2021 season for TV was a 
lot more than just numbers and Hoffert's 
record-setting season.

That's why Turkey Valley was honored with 
four players including Hoffert that were voted 
onto the Upper Iowa Conference girls basketball 
all-conference squads.

BlazekByrne

ReicksSEE ALL-UIC GIRLS, 14

Dorothy Huber and Kelly Terpstra/Tribune
Turkey Valley’s lone senior, Kalvin Langreck (above), beats the South Winneshiek defense to score on a layup while 
teammate Garrett Kurtenbach (below) provides the pressure to a Lansing Kee player.

Trojan boys land two on all-UIC fi rst team
Langreck and Kurtenbach on top squad; Hanson and Bodensteiner earn honorable mention

BY KELLY TERPSTRA
sports@nhtrib.com

Kalvin Langreck put a cap 
on a tremendous senior season.

Junior Garrett Kurtenbach 
proved his fi nal year for the 
Turkey Valley Trojans may be 
just as impressive, if not even 
better.

Each starred for coach Chris 
Sullivan and the Turkey Valley 
boys hoops squad and each 
was honored with spots on the 

all-Upper Iowa Conference fi rst 
team.

HansonBodensteiner

SEE ALL-UIC BOYS, 13

SEE TV COACH, 15
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